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John Horn$ Toakefitto th bar. 

Mr. TOOKE. My Lord, I defirc, as neceflary for the 
purpofe of my defence, that I may quit the fituation in which I 
at prefent ftand, and be placed near to thofe Counfel which the . 
Court have afflgncd to me for my affiftance in ftiy yieftnce. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, That is an indulgence which I have 
hardly ever known given to any perfon in your fituation. 

Mr, Tooke, I am perfe£Hy aware that it is unufual, but I beg 
your Lord/hip to obferve, that ev€ry thing tn'tb^courfe of thefo 
proceedings is likewife unufual, I beg your Lordfhip to con- 
fider, that the proceedings upon the laft trial will fill, as I an% 
well informed by the fhort-har^d writer, fixteen hundred clofe 
printed oflavo pages, That trial lailed nine days, eight days 
trial, and one day between. The nature of the indidment is 
fuch, that it has been impoflible for me to guefs what would 
come before your I^ordfhip 5 it h^s been equally impoffible for 
me .to inftru(3; my Coi^nfel \ they cannot know the paflages of 
my life 5 and, from what 1 have feen of the laft trtal, the whole 
paffages of my life, and thofe which are not paflages of my life, 
but are only imputed to me, will be b^ough^ before you : how 
is it pofEble for my Qoiinfel to knoW thofe piarticular fafts which 
are known only to myfelf ? If ever* there was a Cafe where in- 
dulgence was fit to be granted it is this; yet your Loxd^ip will 
forgive me for faying, that I claim it as my right by law, a^d 
do not aik it as an indulgence. 

Undoubtedly I niean to fliew no difrefpecSi; to any one at this 
time, when it is my intereft to conciliate all ; but I cannot help 
faying, that if 5 were a Judge, that word indulgence (hould 
never iflue from my Up?- My Lord, you have no indulgence to 
fhew; you are bqur^d to be juft, and to be juft is to do that 
which is ordered ^ what is not ordered I Ihall not a^ and your 
Lordfliip cannot grant ; but if you have any dqubt that it is my 
right by law, to bQ placed in that fituation which is heft adapt- 
ed for me to make my defence, Lfhall defife to encounter the^ 
learning and ability of the Attori;iey and Solicitor General. 
I claim to be placed by the fide of my Counfel, for the pur- 
pofe 
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fo^ dF miking thy d<ifence ;« and I fiopd your Lordlhip will 
believe that, when I fay this, I am not fo fooliOi as to defire to 
give yoii, or any perfon in the Court, offence, ^hen it is fo 
ftr<3ftig{y my intereflf to f>Ieafe you all. 

< My Lord, it is not for a fmall flake that I ftand heifer—it is 
to deprive me of my life; to'b^gir fny family, to make my 
i^me and m^titocy infamous to all pbflerity j fo deep a flake as 
that ifnay very ^;reU overfet my uhderflanding ; it is vef-y Well' 
known t^t thie befl gatricfters, when the flake is too deep for 
them, play the worfl 5 I hope that will not be my caf*e : and I 
hope and truft, if your Lordfbip permits me to fit near my 
Counfel, that I fhall prevent a great Wafte of time to the Jury^ 
your Lor<lfhip, and myfelf $ for^ I and certain^ I fliall make it 
impoflible for the profecutor to makei any ckfe againft me that 
ihall call upon me for my defence^ 

I come here from a J.ery clofe cuftody of a wKole fummer, 
and a whole autuihn 5 I have not, any more than your Lprdfliip, 
many fummtrs or many aUtumnd to fpare ; that cuftody has' 
been attended with many degrading and many humiliating cir*' 
cumftanees^ and fome inhumaii' circutnftances, at my age^ and 
with my infirmities $ it has^ in fbme meafure, impaired the 
kealth and die ftrength of my b6dy ; I come to you but half a- 
ipan; your Lordfliip will eXpe£l-a wlude defence, and I do not 
(doubt but that I {ball give you a whole defence, provided you 
furnifh me with the necefTary means of doing it. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyn. Mn Tooke, you have been fur- 
niilied with that whidi the law ^confiders as the necefiary means 
to ienable yoo to make yotfr defence ) you have had Counfol af^ 
i^hed to you; they have> had, or might have had) accefs to you 
at all feafonable hourr; diat is Whiit'die law allows you. You 
have taught the Court not to ufe the word indulgence ; and you 
have pointed out to them their duty, that they are to give no in- 
dulgence. I am apjprehenftve that it would be co^fi^dered as an ex« 
iraordinary indulgence if the Court were noW to do that which 
youafk, becaufcthat is not done to other prifoners, it was not 
done to: another -prifoner, who went immediately before yoU| 
whoibad^e faou: flake that you have, nor is it done to all other 
w. B 3 prifoners 



(^ifonerswho'do come ft> tM» bar; atid» therffare, the Cooft 
^re not permitted, without doing: injrUftice to others^ to gmiti 
tjnit which you a<k upon ^ gioufid upon whicH you aik it* 

But you have mentioned' another csrcuinftance that is ex*^ 
t|rcnxely- material^ and w4iichf will, in my .mind$ warrant the Coiirt 
tp do that which yoU' think they ou^t AOt^todo^ to indulge Um^ 
I^ifoncn You have ftaied the condition of your heaitb^ an4 
that in the place in i^ch' you ftand your heaitth will fufier^ tht^ 
Court te(s nq deAre to put you under ai^ dificiilties, they wiflu 
that you fhould be enabled to make your defence in the beft wi^ 
imagiAabley and if the; fltuation in which you ftand is really! 
likely to bet prejudicial to your hesdtb^ and, therefore, likely to 
difable you from making your defesice in the manner you mights 
qtherwife make it ; I fball put it to my Lords to' coitfider. whe-* 
ther you may not be indulged with that which you havc^ now 
alked. 

Mr. Taoie* The Court will forgive me only for fayii^. that 
if on the footing of indulgence the Court (hall not thitik it fit 
to grant what I afk, I hope J fliaU not afoir that dediioa h6 
barred from my argumei^t upon it as a ppint of I<lw« , 
- Lord Chitf Juftici Eyre^^ You muft ftate your whole ^:afo 
upon any mat^ that arifets at cm^ ; the propofiog. it fitSL in 
one ihape, and .then going on to ftate it in anodacT) is carrying 
14s on without end ; if you no^an to- argui^ t!hi$ as a pbtot id 
law, to be fure we are ready to hear- you. 

Mr. T$oii^ I beg your Lordibtp not to niifihld^rftand me, I 
4idfo mention it a^ flrft, and did; a£(k it Mt as an. indulgence ; 
;f your Lord&Jp will be pleafed to roeoUe^^ I did men^on, that 
ijf, there were obje£Uons: I fiiOuId thien>ar;gu^ it ia point of kw» 
thinking thaf; I am well -entiikd^ to it by tlie prtiiciples, by. the 
letter^ and by the pra6lice ^£ ihe law. I Kbdi not mean to changd 
iny ground, I b^ your I^iordihip ,wdl be pleafed to leoolloS 
I excluded .the idea, of ijadulgonce ^ I did^.not mean to tsiko 
j^ one grpuod^ and then, another^ but I diought.it poAUel 
might fave the time of the Court ; .therefore^ I left it to ypur 
Lordfhip t(^ QcJle^the fenfe of the Court, even upon, the bmt 
.of health,. whi^^. ypur hordMp mentions. lo;iave tim^aadjoot 

to 



if} 

to9i^ybrtbeti|ft& ItuadiiAwdvifry .WcHthalafcrfadeci^^ 
I £hould,iiot .be pehilkted ti> aigue. it^ th^fore^ I mentioaed; 
that, but not td obsoge my gcdund;^ arid^ tbcteibrey if your 
Bof dihipr fboUUCfinds iij^ the. ib»re of wliaft y^u call kidulgeiice, 
X {mpfote in a .difibrepfi ;mw 6£-.die«i«iard;tbaa I am- sM^uftdmed. 
%» tak€^ I radiorundcrikaiidptbat' j^oor Zidrilihijb nutans ycu ard 
wittifig to gmitf it mb a^ion the foore of fiy healtii; an that c^fe 
i.d^ B<^defiro to .weifte' thd time of ttte Gouct^ provided it i» 
fi-atttbd to m^f I am very bappy^ and fliaH' be gbd to avoid the 
ai^S^lnMat, if ^jiqht Loidflkip. ¥i&Q bcronfy j^eaTed to gm me forac^ 
intimation of your opinion^ 

f TJif LiriCShiif Jt^it coi^tdft ihe iihkr fudges.} 

I,ord Chief yujiiee Eyre* Mr. Home Tooke, I have con- 
iulted my Lords the Judges, who are prefent, they feel them- 
felves extremely difpofed to indulge you* on the fcore of your 
health) they think that it is a diiHi^oa which may authorize 
them to do that in your cafe, which is not done in othf r cafes 
In common > they cannot lay down a rule for you which they 
would not lay down for any othec man living) but if your cafs 
is diftinguiihable from the cafe, of others, diat does permit tbem 
to give you that indulgence wllich you now aik. 

Mr. Tooke. lam ver/much obliged to your I/)rdlbip6* and 
am very well content to accept it as indulgence, or any other 
thing. Undoubtedly it |s very acceptable to me, and very ne- 
eefiary for my health* I am glad to fave the time of the Court, 

• . * • • 

f^. H^m- Tfom^ reftmk3 1^ a^'- Inner Birr.]\ 
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Mr* Shelton^ the Oeri of Arraigns^ called over the P^mi4i 

Major Rhode,iE% dbta fienfariderl 
Charles Digb^;£fi{ii» chaUengs^ by the pri ioiien 
Matthias Dupont, Gent, challen^ b^-die crb^if^ 
Nathaniel Wright, Efq, not a freeholder* • 
Hugl JFicnfih^. £Tq;f iftoe:a;%reefabISSr» > 
.William Harwood, E(q. challenged by tbe'ci^ni ... 
-.:J)M0s Mkdfeli^.SbqpetDaiiiec^ notgr fieebi^^ * 
Pfailip God&l, Gent* Coachmaker» : ^ . 



i 8f y 

Mr* Brjkimx I meftn to /challenge Mr.> Godfiity bot ndt bf a^ 

^eremptx>ry chaifamge^ I mean ta challenge him far cauie< . ■ ^ ^ 

i^ri Chief Juftce Ep-ei What is pur oaufe ? » j * 

' Mri Erfiiine* A declaiataon inaule by Mr^ GocUal, whidi)-!^ 

linderftand^ we.^0:ih.'a'€Ofiditioh taprove^ and if itis pr^«d/ 

i am fure ymir Lordflii^ wiU^ not for a moment conceive thaO 

he is fit to Sk as a Jui^ymaa .upon this Trial: a declaration 

made by Ukn. not vejy fightly neither ; iipon the Tecond day ol 

the Trial of the perfdii:who was acquitted in Utiis {dace,! thicifj 

he "wercupop <the Jucji:^ he would hang everyi ene of die Pri-^' 

foners. .■ i- . i .. i 

Lor J Chief. Jufii^e Eyre^. If your prove that> it^ >vill cqrtainly 
difqualify him- 
'Mr\ Erfktni* Call Jaiiies Berry* ' / 
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■ fames Birry^ Swoffl* . 
Examined by Mr. Brjkine* 

^ Wbat are you ? 
' J. A Clerk at ifhe Ordcfe Office- 
^ bo yoii kriblv Mr. Philip Oodfal ? 
jt, I do not know hifti pei"ibrialiy, unlefs I was to fee him^ 
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^. Lopk round ; do Voii know that geritleniah.? 

A. I cannot Iky that I fecblleft ' his perlbh* 

J^. Did Voii fed any perlbn who Called himfelf' by tlis^' Aamc ? 
J/. A perfori who I Underftood Was of that naiiie^ ' •. - • 

•^ HdW4id yoii iinderftaiid that?" ' 

A. By being told that that gentlenuui's nainJ3ii^*Qa|l£d« 
* ^. But yoii canitot (Wear td his peHbn ? 
jfr No# 

^ Who told you that his tedne Was Go^^ . : / .< .. 

A, A young man who was prefent at tbe.tiQie« . « . 
^. Whp. is that young man? ' ! . .• 

yf. Mr, Harman. . 
Mr^ Attorney Generah Where.dQes.Mn>Hariiianlive? 

A. At Mf - B«U'-s* r . J . . : ' 

^ Did Mr« Harmtoknow yoo ivi'ere qoming here dit9«orn- 

-/i^. Noj 



^. No ; I did not knO^vi^ mjMf tiU tftiil mbrnmg« 
^ Did you know wfaftt you were coming lioie about ? 
j/. I was told by Mr.Chrkfon wheniie, ftnt tor me. 
^. Did you mention this thing to any perfon after you had' 
heard it? .. . , ' 

^ To whom ? ' ' 

-r/.-.To-a Mr. Bro^w«n* ^ 

^. Where does he live ? 

^. I do not^know^ Iws^^ inccnipttny-wi^'bim; I thihk he 
lives in Blackmoor-ftreet, .Clare-marketj but I am not certain. 

^ When were you feirt to^ to attend hei^e.thui morning ? 

jf. I received a note laft night, when I came home, from Mr. 
Clarkfon, requefting me to call upon Him fius morning. 

1^. You called upon him then f ^ 

A Idid. ' . 

^ Did you inform Mr. Clarkibti that Hwckm was die per« 
fon who told you it was Mr. Godfal ^ 

jf, I did not. : . / . \ * 

* j^. Did you inform Mr. Clarkfon that you did not know Mr* 

Godfal ? • » J . : / . ' ' 

ji. I told him I had never feeii him before; ' ■ 

Mr. Sf/kike. . But you th^ght you ihould Know him again ? 

JUr. GodfaL I think my charafter ought to be vindicated in 
this matter, and that man ought to' be puniibed-for bringing this 
matter againft mcr • . 

Berry, What I laid I am willing to fwear to;. I do not kno^ 
Ihow itlvafr rtspmrented t^ dtf Coiirt bi^re I came in. 

Mr. AtUrney General. You are Clerk to Mr. • BelPs Oracle ? 

Jim Yes. .'•■•.* ' ' .' 'i. , 

^ Are you a member of any of Aefe Societies I 

«f. No.' •■* ' f . • .' 

Mr. Erjkine. Then I tt^iiW' peremptorily iihj^en Mr. God- 
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James Haygarth, Efq, fwom. 

Mark Hudfon, Efq^(Ailkngedvby.rftelprig>licr. l ta^J^'-'-i 

/^ '-» c * John 



John Manddt^ Otnt ade a fretobolder* 

Henrjr B«t&>cfci BretMr^^ chtUeng^ bjr &e crcfvro# 

John Pxmkq^^ ^^pchtef and Sitfveyof » ch^^nged }ty the 

George Capes, Efq* not a freeholder. 

Thomas Rhodes, Cowkeeper, exciifed on account of }Hn6is. 

Richard Croft, Banker. 

Mr. Croft. My name is Thomas, I sm fiiQutioned by the 
name of Richard, 
t Hugh RopaU^ Sfi}. ohi^enged by the prifoneri 

J£dward Anjtrobus, hot a freeholder. 

Thomas Harr tf<m, Cowkeeper,: fvrorn* 
. . Jt>ba Leader, Gent. 

Mr. Lpaier^ My Lord, I kave a- violent cold# 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I wift excUfe you for dl© prqfent, 
but you muft not go away. 
^ Jobn;Gwfty ££o[< exctifed oi^su5eouj^f of iQnefiu 

Adam Steinmetz, Bifcuit Bakdr, excitfed, having' fevvdd ^A 
the Trial of Thomas Hardy. 
« Robert Hawkins, Coal'MeftehaA^ eal^fbfed on aiccoUat of>ge« 

Robert Kilby Cox, Efq. challenged by the prifonen 

James Payne, £fq«- chalion^ b^ tlie crbwh* 

John Meit:er, Mealman^ exeufed, having: ferved'tethe Trial 
e( Thomas Hai^dy* 
: John Rixo% Coopepy chiilleiigfd by the cro^m 

Thomas Sayer, Efq. excufed, having fcrved on\tbi» TtiA ef 
Thodias HfllFdJr. * v.. 

Richard Carter, Efq^ eatcJlifed^ haWtog^ibYedrM ^ Trial fal 
ThomliS Hardjr. 

Thomas Matthews, Efq. not a freeholder. i 

Edward Hile, G«nE. fRPOril^ 

George Fillingham, Hopfii&or, challenged by the pcililh^ 
. WUKiih PenfJ^^ EfiJ. chailaigedrbyrtBQ pifl&ner* 

Richard Gough, Efq. excufed on account of illnefs. 

Thomas Skipp Dyott Bucknell, Efq. chsdlenged by the pri^ 
fcner. » 

Edmund JeaoingH £% Hbt a fr^ciiQtd^ 
vs..\ 3 George 



George SewoB, Qeiitt' not a ftcchoWer* 

Nathaniel StonMrdy Brewery ex«uiei]» havMigierved on (he 
Trial of Thorny H^dy. 

Samuel Provey> £fq. not a fr eeholdor. 

Thomas Allen, Brewer, .ch^ilekig^d by; thQ prifoa^* 

John Baker, £fq. challenge by the prifoner* 

Samuel .FuU^hy G^nl. challenged, by jtbe priioner* 

James Smith, Efq* challenged by the pdfonc;r. 

Bryan Marfltal, Gentt excufed cm account of iIloe& 

Jofeph Nicbol, Gentt Farmer^ excufed, havii^ ferved . cm the 
Trial of Thomas Hardy. 

David Roberts, £fq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Thomas Smith, £{q« challenged' by^lt^'prifener. 

John Charrington, £fq« excufed, having feryed on the Trial 
of Th^nlad Hm-dy^ 

Thomas Allen, Efq, challenged by the prifoner* 

Andrew Butt,- £fq» chaUtf ng^ by the cfoWn* 

Charles §9ittfa» DiiUJler, .chaUe^ged by the prifofier<( 

George Gofling, £fq. and Bankeir. 

Mr, Gojling, I have been fummoiKd ta attend^ I do not live 
at Twickenham, nor am T a baiiker;* thbte. is^ag^deniSuf at 
Twickenham who is a banker of the wait pf Gdliilgy hut his 
4iimeis tatt Gcotjge* I tsi a pxoStot in the Adn^irftl^* . 

WilllalBr Nitf(dlf> Karnier^ chftil^ng^ by die {sfrifonef. 

£dward Franklin, Farmer, excufed on' account pf iHnefe^ 

Michaftl Hcntyf QoA 'Merchant^ cbatl^i^ by the ptifeaer. 

EdwafidrCbaoalpioii,. £fq* iiota freehdddr^ 

Francis Jenks, Gent^i joota flreeheldcl:. 

Jofeph Anflie, £fq* excufed, .having, ieilred OA the Trk^ of 
Thomas Hardy. 

John Mafhiter, Wharfinger, ohaUdnged b/ the p^ifeilef « 

. Jdin Liptrap, Efi); challenged: bythe furHonerv , 

Theophilus Pritstler,*: Sugir-Aeiincrij ni>t!a.f<^b<fiJldQn 

Charles Tumdr, Saiknaker^ nota^fr«^14tfr< 

John HarrifonvG^ol chaUn^ed/b^. the iirifimtlr.. 

John Battye, £fq. challenged by r the prifoner. , . ..J 
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James Stephens, Efc^i iekalleiig«d b^ die dr6^' 
" James Crane^ Efq. ctedfenged by the pfrifoncr. 

Rice Davfes, Efq. challenged by the- prifoner. ' 

Cecil Pitt, Efq. excufed on account of age« 

Ifaac Lticasv EfQ« not a freehdidef. 

Thomas Draincj Brewer, f^om* 

Arthur Shafcefpear, Efq, challenged by the pr ifoner. 

John Jenkinfon, Efq^ not a freeholder*^ 

James Shcfredine, 'Efq. challenged by the -prilbner. 
" John Mayhew, Efq. challenged by the prifoner« 

Emanuel Goodheart, Sugar Refiner^ challenged by fbe- prU 
foner. • 

Mathew Whitings Sugar Refiner, fwom. . 

Caftln Rhode, Efq. not a freeholder. - 

Chiftopher Richardfon, Timber Merchant, excufed on ac- 
cout of illnefsi ' ? 

Jonathan Eade, Efq. challenged by the prifonen 

James Keene, Grocer^ challenged by the priioner* 

John Butts, Efq. not a freeholder* 

Thomas Cockington, Efq. 

Mr. Cockington. My mmc is James. 

• Henry Goodwin^ Efq. • 

Mr. Goodwin* I am deferibed in the fummoiis aB living in 
Saint Catherine's > I do not live in Saint Catherine's, but in 
Lower Eaft Smlthfieldi 

John Peter Blaquire, Efq. <!hallenged by &o priibner« 

David Dean, Cheefemonger, challsiiged^by tiie prifoner; '^ 

Norrifon Coverdale,.Ropemaker, fworn# , , 

kobert Mairisy Gent.^fworfa, . 

William Cooke, Efq. fworn. 

Charles Pratt^ Miller, fworn. - 

Thomas Druce, Sti^ioner^ not a freeholdec . 

Thomas Maude, -Efqi not a freeholder. 

James Shrapnell, Silv«rfmith) not a freeholder. 

Benjamin Bradbuiry, Gent, not a fieettdder.. 

Chriftopher MeCbalfei £&}. 

Mr. Mitcalfi. I do not lii^-at^Bpoa^yiaifiiwtlie ^rountj^ of 

• ^ Middlefex> 



MnMIefex, as I am defcribqd in the panne], but at Wcft-Hgin, 
in JEflex. . \ 

John TJbompfon, Brewer, .^ot a freeholder.^ , , 

Thomas Lewis, Efq. not- a freeholder. 

Nathaniel Allen, Ship Chandler, not a freeholder. . 
. JEdward IJill, Gent. ohallenge4 by the prifoner. 

Cam Farmer, Geiit. excufed on acco^nt of illnefe. 

J^mjcs Crompton, Paper-h^n^ing-mak^r, excufed on account 
of illnefs. 

John Lovett, Gent, not a freeholder. 

John Peayey, Cooper, npt ?i freeholder. 
. TJiomas Gildart, Efq. challenged by- the prifoner. 
. Mr, She/tffiy my Lord^ I have gone through the pannef, and 
there are but nine Juror§ fworn, 

£,ord Chiff JuJIice Eyre, Call over the defaulters. 

Mr, Sheltgn called over the defaulters^ .^hen Henry Furrier^ 
Efq. appeared. . 

Mr. Purrier^ My health viJl not permit me to fcrve on 
this trial. 

Mr^ Erfkin^. My Lord) this is a gentleman of whom .1 
know nothing ; and if it is your Lt>rdfhip's ultimate judgment 
that h^ fiiOMld feiye upon, th^ Jury, I fliall be pepfedlly fatisfied » 
but I fcajl fubmit this to the judgment of the Court. We have 
.expended ^il our challenges, In the courfc of our challenges dif- 
ferent gentlemen mad© ©xcyfes^ which they fubmi.tted to the 
xonfideratign of the Coyrt; ^nd your Lordfliips, with your 
.ufiial juftice and indulgen^^,, let them be excufe'd. It Was not 
poffible for .my learned. friei}d or myfelf, as Counfel for the 
prifoner, to know what; number of tbe-inqueft would appear, 
,nor what number, that did. appear woiild be difqualified for want 
.of freehold, or. what numl^er would be difqualified for want of 
.health, fo that we were under the pecefSty of 4<^ing as appeared 
beft at the moment; non ., con/fat, ^ th^x we might not have 
chofen. to challenge this gentleman, rather than fome others 
that we have challenge4» No man certainly, in his fenfes, 
..would wafte a challenge, which is given upon fo awful an oc- 
,Pi(iQtl as a capital cafej and having only thirty-five challenges 

out 



cut of a pannel confiftlng of above two hundred Jurors ; with a 
priviledge in the Crown alfo to challenge thofe whom we might 
not be difpofed to challenge, 1 repeat again, that no man in 
his fenfes would dirow away a challenge upon a Jutor who had 
difqualified himfelf, who had claimed an indulgence of the 
Court, and was in the courfe of receiving it ; thcfrrfoire, your 
J/ordfhips obferve that I go on and take my challenges. 

Mr, Attorney General You ihay wave any One of y^iir 
challenges, and challenge this gentleman if you pleafe. 

Mr, Erjkine, This is rather extraordinary j' what, I am to 
wave a challenge I have made, arid 'tike a gentleman whom I 
Jiave already challenged ? I rather would wifh to appeal tb 4hc 
'pra£tice of former timc«, than to offer to your Lordfliip any 
conftrud^ion of my own upon the ftatute^ but \ cannot conceivb 
a pore Jiard cafe Aan it will be upon the prifoner, if he is, jtfter 
^ certain number of Jurors are empanneHed, and are now in the 
box, to be called upon to retraft a particular challenge. My 
application to your Lordfhip is, that the Crown fhall now, to 
jprevent the inqueft being untaken, be called upon to JCflign, iti 
the language * of ' the ftatute, caufe for their particidar chaly 
Ipnges, 

I will take it anodier way— when the Crown alHgns no caufe, 
your Lordihip ought to take it that there is no caufe; and 
although the indulgence of the law to Englilh fubjefts who art 
acculed and (landing upon trial for their lives allows thdtn, with<* 
out any caufe, if they feel any thing in their owii mind that 
they cannot e3?pr^fs — if even they fee in the ciauntenance of dife 
perfon fomething they do not like^ the ihdulgeiice of the law 
allows a peremptory challenge— the indulgence of the law allow^ 
no fuch challenge tp the kingj imdoubtedly" the coflftrtiAioin 
which the judges have put in other times upo|i that 'is, that thb 

Inqueft fhall not therefore remain untaken; and in this cafe 

- ■•' ' . ■ , » 

yoyr Lordfhip is placed in this predicamentrr-either you mull 
decide that, notwithftanding the infirmity of the Juror, which 
leads him to afk your Lordfhip's indulgence, he fhall, never'- 
thelefs, be put into the bpx, and -ferye upon th^ trial; or, \hi% 



( 'is ") 
your Lordihlp ftall 'call upon the Crown to H&y, whether Acre 

» 

be any foundation for their <jial}enges. 

Suppdiftg that this fooiild happen in another cafe, (and your 
'Lordihip wi^l rccolleft, that if t am ovfer-ruled in this I muft 
*be oyer-ruled in all), and that the Jury muft, therefore, be filled 
4ip witit . pejFfons in the predicament I have already alluded tOy 
W this tnOft'ifcxtraQflrdinary ^des of trial, which no nian liv- 
ing, I will venture to fay, can forefee the duration of, or the 
inconvenienee that the health of individuals^ even ftrong meii, 
^m^y endure m the courfe of 'the trial. I truft your Lordfhip will 
ceftainly think yourfelf bound radier to call upon the Crovnja 
40 aittgt) the <:aufe for their challenges, than go to the Qther 
alDsmaftive, of obliging a gentleman in ill-heaith to ferve. 'I 
-beg to be un^ed^ood that I iaythis without die fmalleft objec- 
^on in t^e world to die gentleman who now ftands before iS^ 
Court, and if your Lord&ip over*rules the objeftion, as f^ as 
tdates to him I fiiall undoubtedly be fatisfied. 

Mr. Gihh, The nature oi our objedHon, as I conceive, b 
-Ais— -»The jpfifoner is entitled to his challenges to all thofe wljp 
are on |he pannel, in the order in which they ftand on the 
paoxiel 5 ^ it may be, that thofe gentlemen wHo, when calle^, 
wer^ ixas&A ki the prefent, may be peribns yAiom the pri- 
"foner would rather have challenged than thofe that followed. 

Adr. Burner. I believe I can fave the Court fome tr6uble : I 
Jiave laboured under si comjdeint that makes it impoflible for n^e 
jto ferve on this trial. At "ehe time of Hardy*s trial I could .not 
jiaviejlaid in the Court five minutes ; for^ if I had ftaid linger 
•diaa I did, I {hoyld have been carried out with at leaft a fuf- 

penQoa of all my faculties j lam fure of it, 'from the fenfation 

• - ■ • .f 

ithat came over me. liwas once very near fainting at the Afy- 
4um, and \xi ii^ I am ib in all crouded places. ^Tt^ is a fa^ 
:I could h?LVe brought Efficient teftimony of. 

{^Mr, Furrier Jworn upon the voir dire.) 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Your ftate of health is fuch thjjt 
you believe yourfelf to be incapable of gcrii^g through the fetigjue 
of dus trial i 

Mf. 
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Mr. Purrter.-l verily bdieve it — I'fm faii of It ' • 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyrs. You are ei^cufe^. 

Mr. Tooke, I do not me3h to argue with yoiAf. I^^ordihip ^nd 
the.Counfel, but I fiiid myfelf compelled to teil yaur LonUhip 
. that I fliould, if I had not been over-ruled by^ the fiipcrior 
jydgment of my Cx>unfel, have contended very e^ly ag^hft the 
challenges of ^the Crown. The 33 Edward 1II» ^oinpktdy bw^ 
what they have done^ although I know that fubteqaent judicial r 
^ecifions have. permitted the Counfel Jfor the CrQWf|^och9Uiengc> 
* without fliewing their c?iufe, until the pannel is gpnei through^; 
the pannel is now gone through of perfons in healthy • Bowcv«r, 
I (hould not now have addrefled you if I had not :«- 6irther 
reafon. — My Lord, I hope that I ihall be the moft innrmMiian 
in this Court, becaufe I f(?c) much more anxiety for the pre- 
ferVation of the crimip^ law and pradice ofthe.JatKi, than I 
do for any hazard that attends me upon this trial. .; ! . . ) 

My Lords, I have been in this cafe, and I dar^ fiK^ear that 
your Lordlhips have, and the Jury top— that when I > have in- . 
tended to travel a long-accuftomed road home to my own houfe, 
fome fudden diflradlion of the thought hsL$ madp- me; inattentive 
to the paifagc ; when I have come to myfelf, and tay ^ttendofi 
has returned, I have obferved that there were not thofe ob}e€h, 
the houfe, the gate, the flile, or the gap I had been ^ccuftomed 
to fee, and inftantly I have reqoIle£^ed that I muft be oiit of 
iniy roads then Lhaye flopped, and haye gone back,> becaiife dib 
accuftomed fucceilion pf objeds did not occur. The fame 
thing happens }ippn t|)efe. proceedings; (ee where we are; nine 
days upon a trial— the Jury pais ^nd ret^rn day after day. with- 
out clean fhirts, unihaved— ^tbe Judges quittit^ the Cpurt, and 
returning again and again^ir^a queftion pMt yppn what fhali be 
done, in this ftrange and unknp^fi:^ 9^fe, for tjhc Jury—mo queC* 
tion put what fhall be cjone for &e Judge. An Englifh Jur^^ 
fairly and impartially taken, I haye always believed to be as 
incorruptible, and as little likely to be tampered with, as any 
^ Judge >vhateYcr;' ^e, Judge if compelled to flay as weB as 
ithe Jury; if the Jury go unfhaved aqd unfhirted, fo miift 
the Judge i it is true, that when the Jury retire from the 

Court 



ii^un a»e lii&-k^per«» .. ;.,. , • . , -, :.. ,. 

; ^ly Lqr4$) .up<xi this Qgca&i^^very part pf the criminal law 

and pra£bice of this Country 4s t0t£(Uy,d^ftroyed andigoae; f<»r if 

^ Crp^% wA. t^f iwnftrai^ ranga. ^jf ijijlue^ic^ lijiiir, it 'has 

now, fuperior to what it ever had at any other time— if thtt 

. Cfi[P9^% witlV)thfjiBfl^€Ke ;it>}»s 'U^n.^he-,<>fi|cers ' ^^-muke 

^ej^fUf)t^l,;.^ag6thef wifh ^^n^ryo^r iniuenoe tkM: I will forn 

m 

J9faf.tainegiimrr~J^j ^..C^W!^ Q)^>>4^ j^e the adkaiit^g^ of ^ 
pyaf^U^^s fe^fid^faiflD with,. I rea^giber^.by Willi«ifils,iA>«iip&m^ 

'^vMfif^^? ^^'^^^^^^^'.^ ^^ ^^^>'^^V d^i^gs have begn (uf^ 
£^^'^t{^he tiq^l^ tl^at ioisdl f)^i>eWw«r&jalMn\^jHi(jfou h^vf 
r|^Hfni^4 to tne.-i^w upwards af a-hundr^d; )and-th^Cja(e.ji^<% 
tu^ed in this cafe two hLQ»dt]^4 ^^ tweiity-,ei^^^ thd^ropoiw 
|iQ)iil of die jiowifr -«)f ^he Crown h\ fuch retunis as iihis is «9c^ 
<0fdingly greats lor with tbirty<4ive challenges, if they r^turne4 
(^yepXf^ l-t^e^ Crown would otiiy have-aa eqaal ft^re, or perhaps 
joot'^a much 3 hut to allow the Crown an unlimited challenge 
fa^^tci two hundr^ and twenty^eight, when the prifoner can 
^y diallejigp thirty-Sve— — 'My Lords, look hack, ko vfhat 
is be9qme of y^r <crin|in^ jurifdi£Uoni if you do not, as ia 
j^e conunon .aS^i|s of \^y -fee that fuqcelliQn of obje(^s t9 
<whkhyou havcbeei^ a^x:uftomcd--^My Lords, ftop, turn back,- 
•^ypu Hiuft be in the wr^ng road. The glorious ftru£lure of 
j^,j^iig]i^ ^i^i^ iaw is fuch, that you cannot take out a 
ftone but the whole nuift «oo^ tumbling about your ears; it 
'iiHift tumble now if this jpra&ice is allowed. I for xnyfelf hope 
thfitao jnfinngentleiQan£baUJ)e taken upon this Jury, becauie 
X,h^ r^er-di^.. where;! ftaad than confeat that the Jury and 
Ibe J^dge *fb^l quit .this phu:c till the caufe is ^oire through.. I 
.do ih^i^ore beg that the Jurors .may be men in health, that 
they may nGt fuffer i,n dping their duty, but that I may be the 
&rtt vi^im. -. Tfae^law never intended tliat the. crime of Hiah 
Treaf^^n, which ought to lay ii^ the palm of your hand, Should 
lake mp five days ia, the proof; t^ere£ore I beg your.Lord(hip 
-^ill be fo good as (9 let .me die in, this, place, rather than that 
: Vol.. L C the 



( j8 } 
t^'whole erimiml kw and prafkice of tliis Country Iboidd he 
deftrofed ; I beg that no infirm man may be upon my Jury, 
and that your Lordfhips will turn your thoughts to the fituation 
Into which this Country is brought««*-that you will flop, and 
turn back, and get into the right road. 

I^rd Chief Jufiice Eyre. I do not fee to wh9t Ais addrefi 
goes. 

Mr. Tooke. That the Crown fhall give tiieir caufe of dial« 
Jenge before an infirm Juryman fhall be taken. The pannd is 
l^one through. I am not much accuftomed to thefe addrefles to 
the Bench ; I hope you will forgive me if- 1 have not been fq 
corredk as I ought to be. The Crown have by fevour^ contrary 
to law, been acscuftomed to do what they have done, and thcf^-t 
fore I bore it-*^**! bore it because I was over*«fuled by Ade 
l^ntlonen, in wfaofe judgment J place my life and fortune, not 
knowing die practice, or caring fo much for the praddce as I 
do for the law, whif^h I have read with my ey^s open, and die 
language is as intelligible to me as to any gentleman of die pro* 
feffion. I am firmly perfuaded the law is on my fide. I forbore 
to objefl to the challenges for the Crown^ in the firft infbnce^ 
|>eing made without caufe fhewn; but the pannel has been gone 
through, our challenges are exhaufted, and there are only uAxm 
Jurymen to make up this pannel ; therefore I think I am entitled 
to call upon the Counfel for the Crown to flate the caufe of their 
challenges; and that I may have (hofe good nitR whom diey 
have rejeded without Caufe at all, unleis dieir caufe is fuflkient 
to fupport the challenges they have madct . 

f.ord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Your Counfel advifed you very 
properly not to refilt the challenges for the Crown, in the 
courfe in which thofe challenges have been taken. As far as 
our legal hiflory affords us any information upon the fUbje£^^ 
the courfe is a dear one 5 the Crown has no peronptory chaK 
lenge, but the courfe is, that the Crown may dudltnge as the 
names are called over, and is not bound to ihew the caufe of 
the challenge until the pannel is gone dirbugh ; that is die 
courfe of proceeding, which is how fo eflabliffaed that we mufl 
^k^ it to be the law. of die }and, At th? fame time I feel that 
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t&e ctreivftlfUnfie; ^ivbich i$ become abfidutdijr neQtfl^r)s''o6 
making, the- pannels vaftl^ more nutneibus than they wtte ist 
ancient times, might glre to the CroMm an improper advanti^y 
arifing out of diat rule ; and wheneyer we ihall fee that ii^o-; 
per advantage attempted t& be takeny it wll be (ot the iedOiil» 
confidemtion of the Court, v^iethar< they will hot put it :iato> 
ibme courfe to prevent tl^t akbrantag^ being taken* I 4b» 
notpeieeive at ptrfent that ther«^ ia any oomplaint thit an ill ufe 
kas been made jof . tl^ta power in diisinftance*. How mmf hav^ 
bec»i chaUengoi ont ^ part of the Cjrown / 
, ^db Sbfikowil Seven. , i 

lard. Qntf.JuftHe Eyre, Therefore, I fay, it does not appearf 
to me that any (improper advaiiti^ has been taken, . / 

Mr^ Tcfie. Seven is a majort^ of my Jnry* 

Lird Chief Jufitic^ Eyre. It does not appear to me at f>i«fentr 
ihat an. improper advant^ has been taken by tlie Growiis: 
therefore, we muft fee what the nde is.«-*The rule- is,.ihal^ 
when 'the pannel ]& gono through, if theve be Jbot a foffietdnt auhi/« 
ber left to lerve upon the Jury, the Crown is to flliew tl\p caufe- 
of its chaBenge« The pannel is gone tbrou]^ now as I tako* 
ki ,w^ rdCbrt^d two or three cafes pf.perfons who had defured t^ 
be exciifed ; tbeir excufe was of a kind which hardly called upoor 
las in ftri& )uti«e todifpenfe with dietr fervice; at the femq 
time, if there were enough. upon the pannel to ferve, ;die Court, 
were inclaiedj to. liften tu that excufe. The queftion now isr 
whetiier they are to be called Upon to ferve, heforie tfae CrCtwo? 
&all be put to a£ign die caufes of its challenges. 

Mr. Tooke, I only mean to fuggeft to your LordQiips an; 
acknowledged infirmity, and the profpe<^ of a trial of two hun- 
dred hours^ 

Mr. Attorney General Your Lord&ip obfcirves^ on calling 
over this pannel, that nearly one half ace either difabled by ill- 
health, want of qualification, or by other ireafonable excufe 
from ferving. It h^ occurred in the courfe of this trial, that 
after the Jurors were called over the firft time, the names of the 
deiaukers were not called over the fecond time, which I believe 
has been ufual, In the courfe of what my learned friend ftated 
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ts- tKiH: C^w% tMy wfaD £t bjr im ^11 60 im ijtm jiiftke 'to tsfr 
fhkr^Wa^ felt <%at di0 piifotm m^ht te'pit: }m<i cb'cutfi*^ 
ftOiMr ift ivMah I VMxli im i^fli to pittbr dkyimd^j hy t^aKiiig 
;» f€i1l»iUito^ ^k^ iff^ oihler .10 bt Avorn afiu»r hi$ thirgr^five 
i6Mtlffitg«» Iftu) b^efir^^ri v and T A^d it im i^lft w^y^ ne^elf, 
li^ih% rAUf, putizpt haye clUitf ^gerd r A) ^^heri 1ii( wbiiM^iiaiV^ 
^kdlinged B flif^M of A; aivl thaiv th«r«fdrQ, he is pQt intidi> 

fbf6 nwdiirwidioonf^smf Of widiotit . corAi^iif , rahdt^fi dnrf h« 
muft take ^ gentleman tifOft h^ Jury wiftb liTlbct-^ uhdtd^ fe!W 
fation in the mind pf that gentleman, pephxps^ beckufe' htt has 
\fUfi ^iijenged^ I "w^^ }uft about to get vip tS ftate to your 
Lordfhip, that I did to} th|t iftfhit ftag^ of i^'blkfifit&) mtiu 
put travelling Into^> grd^t did of itioeter, which doei not a^ear 
lOr ^c^diiaa^ ah imtf|«dktee<^^4tpp)ii:ad<>ti to ifae /fiA>}^, I am 
Md)P|b^ admit (He ^ib^ioA 6f fify frMnd Mi'« E)rfl|iAt,i Baty 
^ thet&ntt time) J-mtiin: htimbfy alk that ihd names of the da^ 
laalMrifliould be^^lkc) ovctf becaiifel YHlitit it ncceflkry tor 
fjfle adiMiiiiftradoir of jiiftice, tfa^t gentlenteit, whofeem to hav^ 
ito^ reafpnabte aejcoufe for non^raattebdancet' fhould underftand that 
th^ jufti^e of the Cootitry requires t^t they flibUld attend^ antf 
that; that iitfbtmaiion fliould be ^ten ^hdnri ift thi3'{in>{:^>1iirayf 
I aid al^ ^^idy- CO ftaie Cb yoiirr Lordihip, that I <emiiily idM 
ifim for^fed) vWith fuch a large nmnber of irKKiridttals Upon this 
jfa^aHy that I fbould be called upon to fiiew oa«ife for my 
(^haUei^c^ ^1 am yei^ defircftis diat thi^ t^iat flioidd prote^i 
^nd, therefore, I now wave my objedion fo every one of tho 
f^fym I chafleftge^. ^ 

; T&9 Ihrep-foUo^irihg gentlemen Werd again calkd: . 

# • t 

» J 

Matthias Dupont, fworu* 

• . 1 ■ T 

• . . . • r 

« . William HarwQod, fworn* 

\ 

. . . H?nry BidUock, fworn, - . . 
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James Haygarth, 
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Edward Hate^ 
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William Cooke, 
Charles Pratt, 
* Matthiks Dupont, 
William Harwood^ 
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Tie indi^ment was opened by Mr. P£RCIVAL« 

MR. SOLICITOR GENERAL. 

May itpleafe ymr LtardJhtp-^GentUmen of the Jury. 

YOU have. heard the indi(Stment againft the prifoner at the 
bar read, and you have heard it ftated to you. I therefore fhalt 
not detain you by reflating it at large. I fliall fitnply obfervcy 
that it charges the prifoner with (he^rime of High Treafon, in 
conipaffing the death of the King, laying as overt a£b of that 
'Treafpn, as the law requires, various different a6b, which it 
imputes to the prifoner, any one of which, if proved, will ftp* 
quire you to give your verdidl, that the prifoner is guflty of that 
Treafon. The main tendency of thefe afts is a confpiracy te 
fubvert and alter the Legiflature, Rule, and Government of the 
Kingdom, and to depofe the King from his Royal State, Power, 
and Government. 

Gentlemen, the law upon this fubje£l is pcrfeflly clear, 
namely. That any afl: done, the confequencJb of which may en- 
danger the life of the King, is taken to be an a£l done in purfu- 
ance of an intent to compafs the death of the King, demonftrated 
by the aft, and is the crime of High Treafon. 

Diftinfl; imagination of perfonal harm to the King does not 
neceflarily form any part of this charge j nor is it material whe- 
ther a perfon fo charged has in his contemplation all the confe- 
quences of that which he is about to do ; it is fufRcient if fuch are 
the probable and ordinary confequences of that which he is about 
to do. It has therefore been held, that confpiring to depofe the 
King IS clearly an a£l: of High Treafom becaufe it is an a£t 
which, in its coiifequences, tends to bring the King^s life in 
danger. Confpiring, in any degree, to deprive the King of his 
Royal Authority, fo that thofe who ought to be fubjefl: ftiall com- 
mand, and the King fhall be compelled to obey authorities 
which the Conftitution of the Government has not required hinv 
to obey, that is a confpiracy to depofe the King, and has been 
uniformly held to be High Treafoiu 
; . ; -^ . Ifhall 
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r i (bail not therefore^ Gentlemen^ detain y6u with My &(bit^ 
fion of the law upon tbe fubje^ becaufe I take it to be ib clear 
and plaini that if, ateording to your belief, the charge of a con*^ 
i^iracy to fubvert the Legifiature, Rule» aqd, Goverimient'of' 
the Kingdoixir and to depofe thfe King ftom hi^ Royal State, 
Powers and Government^ is proved^ the confequence muft ne« 
cefTarily /oUow^ (fuppofing the prifoner to be brought within 
the charge) that he is guilty of the crime of High Treafbn. 

Gentlemen^ I feel^ I very deeply feel, the importance of ^e 
cafe before you ; and, feeling it, I feel thy own infufficiency for 
th6 ta(k impofed upon me; I know not what may be the con- 
&quences of tlie event of this triah Whether the Conftitution^ 
to which a great majority^ I truft, of the people of this Countryi 
are firmly attached^ is to be defended by the law of the Country, 
or whether thofe who have formed that attachment maybe com^^ 
pelled to rally round its flandard^ and to defend it by their own 
arois^ and their own forces 1 hope, and truft, no fuch event wiU 
happen^ But, feeling as I do^ I am opprefied by the weight of 
|be caufe which I have to ftate to you. 

■^ Gentlemen, I attribute to the prifoner, together with others^ 
a confpiracy to depofe the King, a deliberate plan to fubvert the 
Conftitution of the Sovereign Power as by law eftabliihed, and 
to execute that plan by bis own force, and by the force of thofe 
whom he hoped to draw to his ailiftance. ThiSj Gentlemen^ 
triiatever thepbje£l was to be; whatever the confequences j whe- 
ther it was to eftablifh one form of Government, or another } 
whether to efFe^l one fort of change, or another, is, I conceive, 
imqueft^nably depofmg the King, depriving him, for tliat pur-^ 
pok at leaft, of his Royal State, Crown, and Dignity ^ and 
pAoking himj who is to command, to obey* 
, Whether, therefore, it was in the contemplation of the pri- 
foner to form a new Government, of one kind, or of another, 
a Government of King, Lords, and Commons, conftituting any 
part of that Government, different from what it now is, or a 
Government by a King, and one general affembly, or by a gene- 
fal affembly without a King, or ,Lords, for the purpofe of this 
charge it is exadly.the fame thing -, it is altering the Conftitution 
U C4 ' ©f 



of tfte ^bJ^fttnd Government, \fy a power wbich^ iccofilng to 
fliati'Conftttuti^n^ cannot be peroiktedta aker it; nftmety, by die 
for<^ of iiidividuafey and not by legiflative ads of the conflkuted 
fM>wer itfelf. , . 

. After the lei^th of time which has elapfed^ even from the a^ 
of fummoning you to the fituatton in which you now ^niy BnA 
facially confKiering what the length of the prefent trial may be^ 
I willnot 4letain you, by opening to you, m detail, the evldencc- 
Vrhich witt be offered. I ihail endeavour to confine myfelf to a 
general outline, which^ I hope^ will enable you, as the evidence 
f^a be offered to you, to combine the feveral parts, to apply 
them to the fubje6l:, and to underftand the whole, drawing frim% 
il that refak which I conceive ought to be drawn from it - - 
' , Gemfemen, ad 1 ftated to you, I attribute to the prifbner, and 
thofe with whom he was engaged, a confyiracy to tfkSk a change 
ill ehe Sovereign Power of the State, by their own force.-^ 
'•Fhat Sovereign Power, you well know, according to- die Con* 
.ftlttttionof our Government, is formed of the iCiAg, Lords, and 
Commons, in Parliament affembkd, in matters of legiilattire ; of 
the tong alone, a<Sliflg:in the feveral ways V9hi<ii the Conftitution 
jrequlres, in Ae adminiftration of t*e Government, 

I attribute to the prifbner at the bar, that, for the purpofe of 
aecomplifliing that confplracy^with which I charge Kim, he, and 
thoCe with whom he was aflbciated, had quarrelled, not merely 
with the adminiftration of the Government of the Country^ 
not merely with the frame of the Conftitution of that Govern- 
ment, but even with the principles upon which that Conftkatioil 
was founded 5 their objedtions, therefore, were radical andentlr^i 
They aflerted that no government could be lawful, but a go* 
vernment founded upon what they termed the Rights of Maiw 
TKe confequence of that pofition, if true, mujft neceffarily be, 
that) as every other Jefcription of government is in itfelf uidaw^ 
fell, it is the duty of every man to deftroy every government ia 
unlawfully conftituted ; and it muft occur immediately to yoti^ 
Gentlemen, that this confequenfie muft neceflarily produce unU 
rerfal confufioh r for, according to their own declarations, diere 
exifts lio govcrjimenJt perfedly conftituted^ • - • , ^ 
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If fiich >yas tte defign of thofe who were engaged in tbe coiw 
f^iacy which I h^e mentioned, every 7^ towards the accompliih*- 
ment of that defign I conceive Co have .been ;m ov^rt a& of -High 
Treafon againft his Majefty sUid his Goverhvtent ; for it was aft 
overt 9& towari)^ accompU(hing a defign, whidi-deiign had in 
view the fuhverfion of the Conftitution of that Government ; 
ftnd necefTarily had that fuhverfion ki view^ 4»ecaufe thofe wiu> 
formed it declaned) that the Government itiCdf was founded on 
principles on 'which no Government ought to fiand, or could he' 
permitted to ftand. 

Gentlemen, I weU remember, vAncn thofe who were alarmed 
by what had been paffing in France were told that their aiaraa 
was ill founded ; when it was- faid to them, . Wfaf are yoM 
fllarmed at what is paffing in France i The fitoation of die two 
countries is to^ly diSerent. In France they had no Governmetit 
which could form the -fub)e£l of ^ attachment of the people 
'^*-tliey had- a. Government which was in {principle tyranny — a 
Government iletefted by all people, and which therefore fell the 
moment it was attacked — for Governments can only fubfift lit 
the opinion and in the love of the people— but the Brltifk 
Xjovemment is a Government hrmly and deeply sooted in the 
Jlearts <^ the people, and there£xe you have no caufe to fear* 

The argument was juft; and the prifoner at the bar, and 
^ofe who were engaged with him, felt the truth of the argu^r 
Inent) and held it out themfelves to the world, though they de« 
termined to deftroy the foundation of it— -they determined to 
deftfoy d)at attachment, that opinion, which they themfelviar 
Hated to be the iecurity of the Britifli Conftitution,. and to con- 
flflute the difference between the fituation of this Country and 
the fituation of France^ For this purpofe they taught that no 
Oovevnment eould be lawful, but that which was founded oit 
what they cdlkd the Rights of Man } which they interpreted to 
include, amongft other things, the right of equal, aSive citizen- 
flilp* The right of equal, a£^ive citizenfbip, was inconfiilent 
WiA die principles of the Britifh Government ; for the right of 
equal, a£live citizenihip, cannot exift with an hereditary Kii^ 
or da heredkary Houfe of Lords ; the moment therefore it was 
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faxcl, that eqiialj; a£^ive citizenflitp was a right <^ man, Miidc^ 
feafible, imprefcriptable right of man, and tfaat noGovemment 
could la^VfulIy exift, which was not founded on die principles of 
the Rights of Man, it was faid that the Britifll Government was 
unlawfully conftituted$ that, therefore, the^rubjefls of that 
Government could not lawfully l>e bound by it^ and the pofition 
tended inftantly to deftroy, not only the faith of that allegiance 
which we all onght to bear to the Government of our Countryy 
but it tended alfo to deftroy aU that opinion upon .which akme it 
was ftated, that there exifted fo marked a difference between the' 
fituation of this Country and that of France^ The monient the 
people could be Induced to belieVe ^t the Governm«n;t, as efta-^ 
blifh^d^ was not that to which they ought to be aj^ohed, but, 
on the contrary, was a Government founded on injuftice and 
oppreffion, in that very moment the fituation of this Country 
was become exadly the fame as that of France^ for what de^ 
ftroyed the Conftitution of the Government of France,^ fucb as it- 
was, but its total failure in. the opinion of the people of the 
Country^i 

Gentlemen^ you will findy in a book tl^t will be produced to' 
you, what I have now been ftating, enlarged upon, and ftated 
with much more ciearne&, and much more precifion, than I am 
able to ftate it to you \ it is ftatf^d with great ability in a work of 
Mr. Joel Barlow. 

Gentlemen, the people were taught, in confequence. of this 
do<£farine, that they were (laves; that their Government was notg 
as they Imagined, a free Government^ but a Government, <^ cons* 
queft, of ufurpation ; that its confcquences were not thofe 'f^hidi 
we had been long «> led to fuppofe. them to be— ^as much bcedojfi 
as generally fpeaking v^as thought to.be confiftent with g4>od 
order-^but that it was a complete fyftem of fiavery and opprief« 
fion; they were taught, likewife, that from this, flavery ;|pd op- 
preffion they muft emancipate themfeives. 

If this doctrine had been eft^bUihed in the inifKk pf jth^ peppki 
a great length would have been. gone in making way ifi' thf|r 
minds towards theabfolute fubverfion of the ^xifting.QQ|rern^ 
ment i and I muft here Qbfexive} ^t it is iinmateriai.to ywr-f^l^ 
. . iidcration) 



Iteration, whether the prifoner at die bar thought the principled 
Ivhfcb I have ftated juft or hot, or whether he meant to eflablifh 
a Government founded upon Aofe princi[des — ^whether He con^ 
ceived that a Covemment, founded upon the fuppofed principles 
of the Rights of Man, was, <x was oot, the beft Government 
which could be inftituted — that feems to me, Gentlemen, to be 
totally immaterial i he meant to ufe thoic principles to deftroy 
the etifting Government. That is what I charge him with $ 
and, if you fhould be of opinion that he meant to ufe die pro* 
pagation of thofe principies as a means to deftroy the exifttng 
Government, and that he did propagate thofe principles,^ the 
charge, as I conceive, is complete. I muft alfo obfcrve here 
to you, Gendemen, that whenever perfons confpire againft the 
exifting Government of a Country, it is impoffible for them to 
be eerbun of all the confequences of their zAs ; it is impoffible 
for them to fay, ib iar we will go, and no &rther, for, when 
the exifting powers are deftroyed, in the interval between that 
deftru£lion and the eroi^ion of a new Government, the Country 
muft necefiarily be in a ftate of anarchy and confufion; and diofe 
who have been excited to the meafures which have led to the 
deftru£tion (tf the exifting Government, may have been excited 
by fuch a variety of means, by fuch a variety of obje£b ; may 
have had fuch different paffions, fiich different views to gratify, 
that no one man, no body of men, can venture to (ay where alt 
"the mifchief will end. If we wanted an inftance to illuftrate 
what I have now been ftating, there is a neighbouring country 
ill which it is completely illuftrated. 

Oendemen, die prilbner at the bar, and diole with whom Z 
diarge him to have confpired, did not content themielves with 
fimply endeavouring thus todeftroy, in the minds of the people, 
tbetr affedion and attachment to the Britiih Government, by 
attacking the principles upon which it Was founded, and by en* 
4ieavouring to eftablifli, as the only juft principles of Government, 
prindptes incompatible with that Government, diey made ufe 
of every other means which might anfwer the fame purpofe. 

You all know, that a Reform in the Houfe of Commons has 
long, been the objed ^f public stftention i diat it has long been 
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in objcia purfued with a c^ideraWe degree 9f ^g^jfnpkjyyk^ 
v^ral different perfon$ ; and that variou$ fi^opobl^ h^Py &^x^ 
time to time^ been made for that reform ; propQ&U di^ering ex- 
tremely in the principles on which they have been founded; 
fome moderate, 6thcrs more violent j and perha^ even their vv 
riety (hews the difficulty of accomplifhing any refoitn propofed-r 
But the perfons who are charged with this coufpiracy never at* 
tempted to hold out to the public any plan of moderate refonn 
of the Houfe of Commons j they affumed one which has been 
generally efteemed in other Countries; in thofe Countries where 
diere has been a body of reprefentaeives of the people, in 
America aixi in France, under the Conftitution completed in 
2791, impracticable, or tending neceflarily jai its confequeoGei^ 
to univerfal confufton; I mean the plan of Univerial Suffrage. 

Gentlemen, this plan had many things to roconcisnend it to 
men who .were engaged in the conipiracy, which I have ftated to 
you ; it was ufeful to miiiead. It had originallyf to a certain de* 
greey the ftindlion of a confiderable nanie i that of the Duke of 
Richmond — ^and it had been frequently agitated* But you 'will 
recolIe<5^, Gentlemen, that that was fome years 1^0 { that for a 
confiderable. time paft it had been, by the majority of. thinking 
people in the Country, conftdered, »s in itfelf, impra<SEicaible ^ 
and it was perfedly well known that the leading men, li^o form 
Ix^hat is commonly called the OppoHtion, in, Parliament, whatever 
views they might have of Parliamentary Reform^ never cbnceivei 
an intent of going to that extent ; that, on the contrary, they were^ 
in general at Icaft, extremely adverfe to it. And it will he 
Ihewh to you, in the courfe of the tran&^ons whid) wiU be laid 
iKibre you, ihdt this was dearly and diftinfily known to the per^ 
^ns who were engaged in the confpiracy I have iBfintiondd ; and 
f>articttlarly it was known that a man^ of iR4)ofe ahiUties I camiQit 
poflibly fy^2k too highly, and differing, as I do^ from him. 10 
many refycQ&^^z man to whom, in refpe6); of gbHitii^ I cannot 
withhold dw utmoft tribute of efteem— ^I noean Jkir, Fo9^^ 
w^s weU known that he was extremely adveriir to it \ tismi lie 
cokiceived that the proposal of Univerfal Sufi;rage and Anciual 
V%Aivmnt$y was, in efikdt, a propofiiipnfor uniyedi^ coiifii^tt»^ 
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Y<m wilt fiidr thKfe&i^e^ that he was determined not to fitppoif 
a tneafure of dial ioit ^ bst, on the contrary, when a petition ta 
the Hoiifex)f ConuxxmB was ofitsred to him by his conftituetits t^ 
he ptef^ited) cdntiuning a prayer to diat eSo&y he declined 
fC^teanng it,'fi> far as he thought he could widi propriety de«< 
ellne pfefeiiting' it as coming from his conftitnents; he beggail 
Itot he might not be <adled upon to prefem it, becaufe he Oiould 
conceive it to be his duty.to oppofe it 

OenileineD, the prifoner at die bar was well aware of a}l diefe 
c^Kumftancds. He -knew that if Univeri&l Sufirage and Annust 
Fajrliaments nvere propoftd'to Parliament ideif, as a Reform of 
llici Hottfe of Commons, the prOpofal muft be rejeded ; becanfe 
in'idl probability, amoogft^all the advocates for Reform, di^e 
would hardly be foond one to voce for it. Gentlemen, this I 
^oncVive to be 'Very Important for ycm to coniider; becaufe, a» 
it ftri Ices me,' tt diftin&iy proves that Reform in the Houk of 
Commons, by thfc exiftiog Legsflatore, was not the objcQ: of the 
eofiipirators. Bat It ^s, therefore, detarmined, that Univerfal 
Suffrage and Annual Patliaments fhould be:adopted as a principle 
never to be departed from ; and die pecfde were to be taught t9 
kifift upori that) at die leaft ; and they were iikewtfe to be taught 
ihat if that was granted, all v^ould folbw. Qendemen, I have my 
doubt of the conftquence. I can have ik> fort of hcfitation in. 
my mind dmt every confequence of anarchy anid confoiion muft 
arifo from fiich a meafore* . i 

Gentlemen, knowing that liich a propoiidon would never ha 
acceded to by Rsrliament i^elf, the iofifting upon it as a prin-' 
ciple never to be departed from, nece&riiy laiied a perpetual 
bar againft Reform by Parliament ; becauie if diey were deter^ 
mined to accept only that whidi they knew all pardes in Par^ 
liament would rejedl, it was impoffible dsat they fhould ieriouAy 
have in dieir view an intention of obtaining a Reform by Par^ 
liament. The canfequence alfo neceflarily was, diat thofe in 
whom diey had raifed discontents, in whom they had raifed a 
perfuaiion that Univer£il Suffrage was their unalienable right, that 
they ought toir/ift upon it, never to depart from it, that they were 
IQ urge it) aa ypa Vf^U find b^ the papers that will be laid before 
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fmi'Ht the haxard of their lives ; the.people tx^'9/tiom thi9 .w^ 
taught were neceflarily alfo taught,, ithat what tibey wtibed -ta 
obtain, they were to obtain by their own force. For there wero> 
only two ways by which it could be obtained, by an ad of the 
conftituted Legiflature, or by force ; and if they were once 
taught that the conftituted Legiflature never would accode ta 
liieir propofltion, the only alternative was clear ;. they were tct 
cffeft their purpofc by their own force. 

. But, Gendemen, thde confpirators went ftiU further, for diey 
taught the people that Parliament couid not reform, it itfelf ; that, 
a R|^orm of any part of the Couftitution of the GiKvemment. 
cocdd only be made by the people afiemhled in what was called 
a Conftituting Aflembly. And if you look through the worki«: 
of Mr.. Paine, particdariy, you will £nd this doStrtne clearly, 
diftin&ly, and repeatedly kdd down i that Parliament c^l4 not^ 
reform itfelf; that it was contrary to the nature and conftitvitioa 
of Parliament} and p^ticularly alluding to a bill brought inta 
the Houfe of Commons for that purpofe by Mr* Pitt, it was af-^ 
ferted by Mn Paine, that that bill proceeded upon a totally 
wrong principle ; for that it was impoffihie for the Parliament tot 
reform itfelf. Gentlemen, if it was imjJaffiblc for the Parfia-. 
ment to reform idelf, and if the Parliament needed reform, the 
reafoning was dear, dedfive, and concluftve; that :a .Reform was 
only to be effe£ied by the people a£ling for them&lves, . And it) 
muft alfo appear to you that the people cannot aSt for them-< 
feives but upon the difiblutfon of jdie exifting Goyernmibnt) an4^ 
of that Legiflature which, according to the Conftitution of tha 
exifting Governmefit, ought tp^a&for the people^ . ^ 

The terms, ^ UniverfaL SuiFrage and Annual .F^ttaments,'* 
were capable of being applied next only to the Houie o{ Com^ 
mons, but to both Houfss of EarUament, qc tcf all the brandies 
of the Legiflature. They ane general, terms^ capable of that 
extended application; and you will find, in the courie.of th^ 
evidence which will be laid before you, that the terms are never 
dif(in£tiy applied to the Houfe of Commons alone ; and, on the 
contrary, that the terms are frequently fo lufed, ,that you cah 
bave no doubt that they were mrant to he applied to both Houfel 

of 



( St T 

fif idle Legifiatore; ddd that .in truth diey were,^ inimSdy tt 
leaft, applied to all the three branches of the Legiflature. 

Tfaefe terms are particalarly £o applied, in feme of the papers 
which will be fubmitted to you, and in a manner upon whids 

4 

it is impaffible to form a doubt. Becaufe when principles are 
firft laid down totaUy incompiatible with the exiftence of any 
Wedttary'body, and when ^e term, ^ Universal Suffrage," is 
applied to a Parliament conftituted upon thofe principles, the 
jpefuh is heeefiarily clear and plain. You will find it ailerted, 
Ibat'the civil rights of every individual are equality of voice 
in making of laws, and in the choice of po-fons by whom dtofe 
laws are to be adminiftered. Then you wiU find it aiierted, 
that a total departure fr<Mn this principle of equality in the elec«» 
tton of the LegiflatiVe Body, commonly called the Houfe of 
Commons, is the chief caufe why the people of Great-Britain' 
now are deprived of the benefit of the foregoing princi|des, and 
of XJniverfal Suffrage ; and you will find accordingly, in paper^- 
wfaich will be produced to you, that when a Parliament is fpoken 
of, it is. fpoken of in the aggregate, as the Pec^le's Parliament, 
$md whoDy ele(SUve» 

When the minds of men were led to this point; when they 
were led to conceive that Univerial Suffrage was their indefea-* 
Gble ri^t«f-even independent of the principle, to which I can 
give no epithet but the mifchievous principle of equal ziEtive 
citizenihip, efpecially when applied both to the foimation of the 
X^egiflature, and to the adminiftradon of ^ laws, becaufe it 
neceilarily includes a comj^etely e]e£tive Government, but in-« 
dependant of ^that principle^^-the moment it was efhibliihed that 
Univer&l Suffrage, even ap{died to the Houfe of Commons 
only, was the unalienable right of ^1 men ; when it wgs known 
that the escifting Legtflature would not concede diat point i 
and when it was likewife taught to the people, that the Le* 
giilature could not reform itfelf, even if fo difpoied, the minds 
oif the people wepe brought to, and perfeftly ripe for, the over- 
throw of the Bfittih Conftitution. And if the diffemination of 
ihefe principles had proceeded to fuch an extent as to work 
^i^ir wa^ amongft a very large body of the people, you mufl 
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1)c fenftble, Goatjemeil, that iMKliiiig . bat cacteeoie cbvh&cm 
could foilowi • . 

Gendemeoy dieiie are mafty.mcn who are not Ukely to be 
gready moved by mere (pecufadvetipbions ; .Chcrffbue the R$gMt» 
of MaiH the rights of equal »5^ivc citizaiifaip^ die tight i}f- Uiit«- 
Ter&I Suffrage^ were.notlik^yaknr-to work upon the. min^ 
of a great nuniber of pepptei ib^fe* d^orefore^ were tcy bd 
worlged ^paft by odier toeanSf land «Tery iUbJqd): ^^s [fei^ed 
i^dMch could be: ufed in order to enfisime; tytfa^/or ii^^Kre^iL 
die kidofure of comsnoos ; the puUic debti di^ pu^ic expeoH 
ditare ; die ewfeace of a fXK»fiair<^}f ecHTiptared mlb |he cbe^pnefe 
qf a republic: every ardcle<rf' dlis f6it ypu will- 6i|d. mt^e Mfirl 
of for die purpofe, and avow^ed]^^ for /the < p^rpofe^ ^f Hf^rkin^^ 
tipoa the minds of tho(e mtn wh(^ were too ft«ipid,' ds ft vmft 
faid, to be worked upon by ivHire liberal me«ii^,.:by apyiyftOg 
Ibexr re^a to^ die-principle Qf> OovetSmnenito Tlie poor werit 
tai^ht dst'they were opprefied hy a oornbtjsafion bf the. rich; 
and to the rich^ in which defcriptton &em to be included .aU dctt 
bad any property, was given the name of Ariftoeracy. J^ jfliefe 
means it was endeavoured to fet the poor againft the rich ; and it 
wsa endeavooced to excite' tbofe* who h^ nodntig^.tQ aha at 
taking that ^ich other meni pofiefled, becaufe (it was aitedged) 
die^nleans by Yrfaich they had became foSkif&d of ibeir ^opertf 
were not lawful means. ■ , . . ^ 

• GandentKai, you maft all Tee dent if Wf^ are to adyetit: to di^ 
origin of the titk of every Q3;an to d)^ prop^ty .whi^h }fc tba^ 
and if that is to be fonsdnised to lb& utsfU>R> iC \WU. be difficult 
tO'&y what property is.fafey Qr'U|>on what principles it fl»U be 
Slid that fiicfa ajdianhas.a |uft.titfeto bis property^ '^rtd fucih a 
nmn his not.' Thi rule tkat has igenerally beea hitherto confidesed 
^s a. iafe rule in every £k>ujeitry has been> that ei^ery mail ■ has a 
}uft tide to th^t property vriiicb the laws of his Conlitry.^port 
htm in the enjoymeti^ of; i»ul if we. are to go beydnd that, into 
any fpeculative invefttgattons of d^ firbje^, it i^ ilnpo^tUe $^ 
lay where they will end* Aud if, Geddemen^ yot^ advert to 
what has happened in France^ you will fee the neceliity of ad* 
bering ftricUy to the prinopk which X b^ve ftated> namelyictta^t 
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ft mail lias a riglit t6 that ptoptrtf which the laws of his couh^ 
try &y he flwll b* proteded in the enjoyment of 5 for in France 
perfons have been ftripped 6{ property under pretence of thles 
ivhich, if ever they extfted, could not have exifted for centuries. 

If^ however, tba minds of men could by any means be. in* 
flamed^-^^-^tfaofe minds which were capable of being a£bed upoii 
by fpeculative difcuflions of the HightS of Man^-^the principles of 
Government — or thofe grofler minds- Which were to be Worked 
upon by attention to their own intereft^. or by a reprefentation to 
dtem of the pafticulair oppreffions which it was conceived they 
mighc feel^ or might fsincy they felt^ without confid^ing whether 
thofc oppreffions might not be the neceflfary confequence of all 
Government, or limply faults in the adminiftration of Go- 
vernment^ — ryou will eafily fee, Gentlemen, that when the 
minds of men were enflamed by ^ny of diefe means, the com- 
fequence would be precifely the fame ; if people were irritated 
againft the exifting Government of the Country, they, might be 
calily led to overthrow that Government* 

AH thefe arts were ufed to obtain whKt, you will find, formed 
the great ^nd, the grand plan, the common caufe of England and 
of France, univerfal emancipation ; a language to catch a great 
number of people who might hot reflect, with any great cor- 
re£hiefs, upon die terms u&d, or the confequences which Were 
to follow from them. . . 

Gentlemen, I have ftated to you what I conceive to be the ex* 
tent of the confpiracy ; but if it was in the view of the pri'* 
foner to prevail on the people to change any thing in the Con-- 
ftitution of the Government by their own authority, and he 
z€ted in purfuance of that view, I conceive he is equally guilty 
of the crime with which he is charged. He had that in view 
which he could not expe<5l tp controul* The people, when ex- 
cited, would a&, not upon what be wi{hed,'but upon what they 
chofe to wifli $ and perhaps the fecunty of himfelfj-and the fecu- 
rity of others, who might be engaged with him ; perhaps the fe- 
curity of others, totally difregarding .him, mights require their 
going to lengths whieh might not immediately b^ in his con* 
templation. • It • is tKerefoi*^ Gentlemen, that^ by the law of 
/ Vdii, I. \D England, 
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ittd t6 the deftrtt&tM 0I ihe Goirfrimtm m any of its pa^ptty 
Ae cMfecpioves tf wiiich (if dn; O«v0(iMWiit U fo 4Miro)fiQd is 
toy of its fMfts) nec^lbrily leM ta tlie.4cpafiit€« of the Kii^' 
«t leaft td tisat isxteht flie pmims To ei^^^ig^ ore <)oi^V6d to 
hxfe ibnned tiife dcfigb U camfMxig ^ ifaaili 19^ the ICing, 
tnd dterdore tt» begtiilty of ifij^ Tmftfoib wk^ev€ir«bdr kaders 
may haire originaUy intended } for ifaey are ei^gaged a^ tint cf 
wbidi tbey caimet conmand die confequences, and in r^fpoSt of 
miAch diey therefore ^tift be anfW4ra))le for whatever, ia the 
^rdinarf* courle and naitttre of thiogSf «iay he the prohaUe con* 
Sequences | and this will be found 60 be ablc4iiteiy necefiary £(x 
Ae fecurityof every Statle* 

The mesua^ by which the peribos, who we^ 4*ngagfd io thia 
cot^pimcy, w»:e to tccoai{)lilh their «od% wefe pnocipaUytQ be^ 
efieded by that aflbc^tion yfhkk has ei^^ed ti|e fikme tbuig m 
Srance $ diat aijboiatioii which we are now to hepe tmf foBSbly 
be put an end to in that country) as k hes fciee«i found th^ die 
lexiftende of aiqr Govi^ament is toti^y ifioo^ap^tiUe with the 
€xiftenceof f^ehaflbcialed g]jMb$ smd iboeties as im^ oeen fertaed 
4fK Ffsmc^.>Gonfifting of what, is conupon^ odled the Jacobio 
Cjittb^ 4M«d of the feveral aflbfiated and afil^ited ibciaues^ so die 
inMNiaK^ I thkik, -of i^wai^d^ of ^fipo^ whiph wece di^pcribd 
all over that country. You will fee that it waa clcariy and di£> 
fin&l^ iu dae vi^w of ^ .prifoaer» and i^ofis cfigaged wid& him, 
tQ eftablS^^ ihe f^^e ^Or| of aflTociatkin ^ dub% united in the 
AriQ:e& !fna^ner, and by t^e 4:]^{k ^^orreCpo^dpjaoe^ 4hrougbocit 
»1I the (^i&imJffy 1 tn^.idifleQiinafee. thofe chhk i&oni. tcwn tp town, 
froin vilk^ to viUage» as, I thinks Ae e^ti^r^ffion is in fome cif 
^e letters ihat wiU be produced to you, uziti} the wMe body ^ 
jAie people-rths^ is^ the whole body of tho^ who ihould eboote 
tQ enler into the(^ clubs-^--&ouId be ^ wnted, that they (kould 
jiipve forward all at on^e -, and this you will neceffarily perceive, 
if not cfMint^aiSied, muft lead to the deftruSion of the Go* 
-vernment of any Country. For, if in fuch, a capital as this, a 
ho^ of men is formed, a&ing in concert and combination with 
^>tfaer bodies^ men diiperfed through the <«^bole Country^ whofe 
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i(xunber> vrhofe names^ are, in a great degree vnlusown.; dieir 
force can never be calculated, but they are a united body, a£dng 
in perfe(9 prd^r, a£lii\g as ^ corporation, as a State within the 
State itfelf, and having all the force and compa£tnefs of a State, 
and fubjefl to nQ controul whatever. 

Gentlemen, I have ftat^ to you that this was done in imi'-> 
tation of the Jacobin Club at Paris, and of its feveral aflbciafed 
Socii^tLes. perhaps in fo ilating I do injuftice; for I know not 
whether, lA fad, the French did not copy from this Country* 
However, whichever was the original, you will find one fet of 
Societies having the other as brothers and fellow labourers in 
the fame caufe. 

Gentlemen, the principal Societies thus a£ting in this Coim« 
try were two ; one called the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation, of which the prifoner at the bar has been long a mem* 
ber ^ the other called the London Correfponding Society, which 
was inftituted early in the year 1792, and, as I think you wiH 
be convinced by the evidence, dire£(ly under the patronage of 
the prifoner at the bar. The principles of thefe Societies you 
ivill find to be univerfally (as I think you will be convinced by 
the evidence) republican; their Conftitution was, in a great de* 
gree, not [q. On the contrary, you will find diat the Confti- 
tution of thefe Societies led to what may be termed the moflr 
?rifl:)pcratic Government that ever exifted in any Country. I 
will inftance the London Correfponding Society. That So- 
ciety was divided into a number of what were called Diviflons • 
J think to the amount of about thirty ; though diefe Divifiona 
were never complete, fo that perhaps fixteen or eighteen were 
all th9 Divlfions that really ever afTembled at one time. Each 
pf thefe Divifions was to choofe a Delegate ; the Delegate from 
^ch of thefe Divifions, meeting the other Delegates, formed 
what was termed the Committee of Delegates ; the Committee 
pf Dele^tes had another Committee, to which fometimes the 
name of the Committee of Correfpondence, and at another, time 
the name of die Secret Committee, you will find, viras attri- 
buted I th« true name was that of the Committee of Correfpon- 
dence. . Bnt yga will iind that, from the nature of the Corn- 
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mittee itfelf, it fbon gat the name of the Secret Committee, ami 
tliat, in the end, it was Co fecret a Committee that it was not 
known to the reft of the Society who were the members of it. 

Gentlemen, you Will fee, therefore, that in truth this London 
Corresponding Society, which is reprefented as confifting, fome- 
. times, 1 think, of 6,000 members, Was governed- by eighteen 
or twenty Delegates, who were governed by a fmall Committee 
of five or fix j the confequence Was, that in truth the five, or fix 
were the adiive men, and the others were merely to be ufed as 
the five or fix chofe to ufe them. 

The Society for Coriftitutional Information' had been formed 
many years ago, and therefore had been formed lipon very dif- 
ftrent principles; upon the fame principles on which common 
clubs and affbciations of the fame kind are ufually formed. It 
was a meeting in which gentlemen who entered into the club 
were upon an equality ; but the refpeftable names of which it 
had been originally formed, by degrees fell of; and you will find 
, that in the latter years, particularly in the courfe of the three 
laft years, the prifoner at the bar, and a few other perfons, have 
been the only conftantly attending members. Gentlemen, you 
will find that this Society likewife, in the end, framed a Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence, which tended to give their Conftitu^ 
tion fomething of the fame nature as the Conftitution of the 
London Correfponding Society. But the Society being fmall 
in number, and principally compofed of perfons of a diiferent 
rank in life, tlie whole Conftitution of the London Correfpond- 
ing Society was not compatible with the nature of the Society 
for Conftitutional Information. 

Gentlemen, thefe Societies corrcfponded with a number of 
other Societies throughout the Kingdom ; and you will have, in 
evidence before you, their correfpondence with a Society in 
Southwark, with a Society at Manchefter, with a Society at 
Sheffield, with a Society at Norwich, and, I believe, with fome 
other Societies ; and when you advert to the correfpondence be- 
tween thefe feveral Societies, and to the declarations of the fe- 
yeral other Societies, adopted as they were by the Society. for 
Conftitutional Information, to which they all looked up^— and 
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l^rticuiariy thayjoolced up to the prifooer at the bar, as the.Ieader 
of that Society— you "vyill find that their principles led to the 
eftablifhment of what was called Mr. Paine's Rights of Man, 
.and Gonfequently to the total deftru£lion of the BritiHi Govern- 
jnent. For, Gentlemen, if you advert, in any degre^ to wh^t 
is laid down in Mr* Paine's books, you will find his afTertions to 
. be totally* incompatible with the exiflence of the .Government 
^as it now ftands in this Country. You will find it particularly 
.aflfei-ted by Mr. Painej that in whatever manner the feparate 
jparts of a Conftitution may be, arranged, there is one general 
jprinciple that diftinguiihes freedon^ from flavery ', which is, that 
all hereditary Government is, to the people, a fpecies of 
. ilavery, and.that a repreiqotative Government is freedom i that 
•Monarchy w<puld not; hav^ continued fo many ages in the 
world had it not been for the abufes it protects j that it is the 
f^after fraud which {belters* all others;- that the principles upon 
which CcMiftitutions are now formed (Mn Pain adverting to the 
>A;mferican.Conftitutio% and to that which is formed in France), 
rs^eSt all hereditary .preteniions to Government — ^rejeft all that 
<ia^a|oguc of ^flumptijons. knowjn by thje name of prerogative; 
and' his adds, ^hat the oath called the civic oajth, in France, (I am 
liow ipeaking of the firft par^ of the Rights of Man, which was 
written before d?e fin^l deftru&ion of the French Monarchy) to 
the; Nation, the Law, and the I^ing^ is improper } that if an oath 
x>ught to be taken at a)], it ought to be, as in America, to the 
T^ation only; an(i4hen he foretels, in clear and decifive terms^ 
that Monarchy will not continue \fx France; and the reafon 
which he gives fpr tbi^iafTertion, is a reafon whjch unqueftion- 
fbly^isin itfelf ujif^fiverable, n^ejy, that it was incgnfiftent 
with the {principles upoi^ wh^ch the Government, then ^ftablifhed 
in France, was.foijfndefl* , For he conceived that the principles 
upon which the Conflituent Affembly of 1791 had formed the 
Governm^t, were wh^t h^ call^ the principle of the {lights of 
jMan; and it is perfe£Uy.true that Monarchy, or any hereditary 
eftaUiibmeAt.whaiteyer^.is perfe<21y inv^onfillent with thofe prin- 
ciples. « He therefore foretold., in no equivocal terms, the ajv 
proa^hing dj^^bhition of the Monarchy fq conftituted in France, 
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and the eftablifhrnent of a comidete iL^bKc ; k ^prtitititm iMdi 
you know, Gentlemen, has fince been atcoiApltfhed ; an<l he, 
as weQ as Mr. Joel Barlow, you w!ll find tonfidertd in d^ 
feveral works, that the perfons who, in the Conftituent Affi»n« 
biy of 1791, acceded to retaining the kbgly office in thb 
Government which they framed, did fo out t>f refpeft only tb 
the prejudices of the people, becaufe they conceived the people 
were not then ripe for the total deftruftion of Monarchy ; that 
they therefore eftabliihed a Government in which the kingly 
office nominally remiuned, but placed in fueh a fituatioii, ami 
placed together with powers formed on principles fo totally op% 
pofite to thofe of an hereditary monarchia! Government, that 
it was impoffible bodi Ihould ftand together; and therefore 
they conceived the Monarchy, as tiie weakeft, miift neceffiirily 
611. 

Gentlemen, you will find the prifoncr at the bar approving oF 
all thefe publications, and dewing, In terms unequivocal, what 
Vere his opinions Upon thefe fubje^s, or at leaft tho(e opinbns 
which he chofe to manifeft for the purpofe of decompiling his 
Vifhes with thofe whom he wds endeavourihg to exci^ t6 iht 
deftru£lion of the exifting Government You will find him, 
in a letter which will be read to you, in anftver to a letter front 
a perfon who afTumed the appellation «f the Editor tsf the Pa^ 

* 

triotf a paper which was printed at Sheffield; a letter which 
details, with a lyohderful mihutenefs, ^I die arts that were to b^ 
lifed, and which I have defqribed to you, for the deftru<!Hon of 
the exifting Government in die Opinion of the pcOplb»-*whtch 
Ipeaks of the manner in whidi rcaibn, imptrfal reajbn. Was to 
5i6l as the generallffimO, or Commander in chief; but thAt art 
was to be fecond in command, for the purpofe of mflaming the 
jpeople, and exciting them againft the Government of the Coun* 
try. The anfwcr to that letter, in whith 1 tmderftandthc hand^ 

, writing of the prifoner at the bar will appear, cpndudcs thus: 
^ Freedom, though an infant, makes Herculean eflbrts, and the 
" vipers, Ariftbcracy and Monarchy, arc panting and writhing 
^ under Its grafp. May fuccefe, peace and happinefs attend 

. « thofe efforts.'' Efforts which you pbfcrve were to be made by 

freedom^ 
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finiaah eompani to ah iafimt Iferculfs ftr:u»^ng the vipers 
Ariftoaracjr^and Monarchy^ reprefeoting AriAocmcy and Mo«i 
ruxdxf as of tfant dofcriptiM of things which aofwered die term 
cf vipers, ftinging the hobm in whiich they were nottriflied 

Getttkofn, you wiU find that when a Society at Norwich ap^* 
|died itSAf to ooe of theie Societies fox an exphmation upon the 
(lAjaBt of. their intenuony uriielher they meant po he contenl 
wudi ihe Doicr cf lUduoond's plen» or^ as fime of the Societies 
fcmed no propofi^to rip up Monarchy by die rQOt»-*lht 
9s4wBP*^an anfwer given after ^ gneat deal of deliberation-^ 
loent in no d^gfee to, the point — ^but dire^ng the Norwich 
Society, in aU they fliould write and (ay upon the fubjed, to lei^vo 
Monarchy akme— -to attend to that which they had bew before 
direfUd to attend to— the iniifting vpon Univerlal Suffrage as a 
f^lear, diftin£t principkf and that every thing el(b would ne^ 
ceflariiy fblloWf 

. Gendcoim— *The views of the|e Societies will alfo perh^s not 
Indiftindly appear from their traniafitois with a Society avowi* 
edly fnamed for the purpofe of a Relorm of Parliament»i>»a Society 
of whioh you have probably heard under the defcription of the 
Friends of the Peofde, ;ivowing themfelves to be advocates for a 
jdefbnn tn Parliament ( diat is, in the conftitution of the Houie of 
Commons but with a declared anxiety to preferve the principles 
of* the Conftitution itfelf, You wiU find, Gentlemen, that, in 
the caurfe of the correfpondence between die Society for Con« 
l^ttttimifd In^rovition, of which the prifoner at the bar is ^ 
Meaner, and ^ Socie^ of the Friends of the People, Ao 
Society of die Friends of the People found themfelves compelled 
to decline, fo e^rly, I think, as May, 179a, all intercourfe with 
this Society for Conftitudooal Information, becanfe they con«> 
mved. its monb^s were ^oing lengths hi beyond the purpofe to 
mMdi die Society x)f the Friends of di? P^ojde m^ant tf oontoe 
dieinfelves^ 

Gentlemen, this is not material, unqiieftitmably, with refpe^ 
to die view in which the Society of die Frieode of the People 
iaw the condttd of the odier Sodety^rr^^Yoii axe not to chai^O 
fkJfm yfl^ ^ x:t\mia9i atS becaufe otibet feo|ite ha^ conceived 
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bim guilty of it— but it is extnemely impartant in diis 
of view — that when a body of the defcription'of die SodeCjr 
of the Friends of the People enteruined and anrowcd this jeaioufy 
of the Society fer Conftitutional Informatioxi, it bequne iamanof 
the defer iption of the prifoner at the bar, a man of oonfidsvable 
natural talents, and great acquirements, and' who muft tfaerefoire 
Have feen the whole force of the anfwer fent by the Friends of 
tlie People to his Society— it bepame the Society cbinpleteiy t» 
diiavow that they had it in their remiQtefir contempladon to do 
xny thing which (bbuld injure the Conftituted Government of 
die Country, and to declare that their objeA was as Umited and 
as confined as that of the Friends of the People, though perhaps 
they might differ with them as to the extent of die remedy to be. 
applied. But, Gentlemen, you will find that nothing of -dot 
fort was done* On the contrary, in the courfe of other corre« 
fpondence with other Societies, you will find die ConfBtutional 
Society afterwards endeavouring to perfuade the- Countiy So<« 
cieties, that the Friends of the People were not honeft-*—tbat 
they did not mean to do any thing — and that the objefi of diat 
Society was mere contrivance, to prote£i: that which they pre* 
tended they meant to reform* 

Gentlemen, the union of the Society for Conftittitbnai In- 
formatJon with the other Societies, extended not only to oor-* 
refpondence, but to afluming a number, of the members of « dif-^ 
ferenc Societiesas aiTociated members of their own.'**-«Yoii will 
find, that, of a Society at Sheffield, which was a numefous and* 
a particularly adiive Society, and which feems to Have been under 
tlie direi^ion of fome perfonsof confidemble abiityv,theyaflE»-> 
ciated twelve members fome time in March, 1792. You.vwill 
iind,^ in like manner, at another period, I think in July, )792y they 
aflbcia(ed fix of the London Correfponding Society — that they 
afibciated members of the Norwich Society, and of fome dtber 
Societies, for the purpofe of uniting all thefe feveral Societies, by 
means of thofe honorary niembers, with themfelves. 

^You will alfo iind them, during die courfe of the year 1792> 
noit only repeatedly adopting Mr. Paine's works in terms of. tto 
ftron^ft and moil vficpialified a^tdt^ion'^m terms applying.. 
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deariy to di^ parts of his works whidi go roo& JkeStly to tbe 
deftm^on of the Britifli Con^tution, butfupporting Mr. Paine 
in a pfofecutbn inftituted againft him for publifhing the Second, 
Pint of die Rights of Man, fuftaining him throughout that prole- 
ctftioiH and oonfequendy adopdng, in the cleareft and mdft ex- 
fdicit mahaer, thofe paiTages in die Second Part of the Rights of 
Man which were the objeds of that profecution, which were 
concetTod to be fo extremely offenfive^ and to lead to fach i^* 
gerous confequences— avowedly adopting the principles of that 
Vmk' as principles which were to be f^i^rted, and explicitly 
declaring diat the man who laid down thofe principles was 
an honoarto the Society to which be belonged (for he was an 
honorary nwmber of this Conftitutional Society) and a £uthfal 
femmt of his Country. 

Gendemen, you will find them likewife, as various feditious 
publications by Mr. Paine made their appearance, adopting thofe 
pttblicatiofis ) and particularly his Letter to the People of France^ 
after he'was chofen a member of their National Convention, 
wiiicfa, you will recoiled):, was after the utter deftru£^ion of 
Monarchy in FratKe by the depofition of the King in Auguft, 
1792,-— You will find them explicidy adopting that Letter, and 
ordering the printing of others of his publications, at their own 
expenee, to an extent, in point of number, which ftrikes one 
when mentioned. — I think of Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Dundas, 
they ordered 12,000 copies to be printed for die purpofe of 
(Kipeivon* 

Gentlemen, yqu will find them in like manner adopting a 
Letter of Mr. Joel Barlow to the People of France, with refpeft 
to the 'alterations which be conceived ought to be made in their 
Coaftitution of 1791. — And I think, when you read the Letter 
which Mr* Bariow^ent to the Society with the printed copy of 
that Letter, aiid when you read die Anfwer to his Letter to the 
Society, and fee the nature of his Addrefs to the People of 
France, you will be aftoniihed that any perfons fhould hope to be 
•fleemed firiendly to the Government of this Country, who could 
approve, in fuch terms, fuch ji letter as that of Mr. Barlow to 
the People of France. In his. t,etter to die Society, he exprefsly 
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fbies^ ttiat Ke concehres bis Addnds to dte Peopfe iaf 'Fistie^ tt 
1^ important to the objeds of the &>ciety : the objeA iOf- Ar 
l#etter of Mn BaHow to the Ifcopio of Fnuice being) tot tell 
them that all that they bad of Monarchy in their old Co nftitan i m 
of T79I9 was totally wrong, was founded upon wrong ponc^icBs 
^ that the deftriuStion of Monaixrhy itfelf was effcndad ta the 
|!he true Conftitutton of ev&ry Govemmefit. 

I^his letter he ftates to the Society to be, as he cM^em^ 
a letter important to the objed which l^ey had in vieWk»M.«*Jc is 
iftipoffible to conceive in what mMntsr tt could be fni|K)jtaiit 
to the objed which they had in view, unlefi their xd>|e&'W88 to 
inake the f^me change in die Qovernment of this •CoantPf 
which the new Aflembly in France was preparing to make in the 
Conftitutioa which ha4 bi^n eftablifbed in 179I) by the utter 
^fcolition of McHiarchy, 

Gentlemen, I before mentioned to you the addrefs whidi the 
gociety prefented to fhe Jacobin Club. That was evcrt earlier;' 
for that was in May, T792 ; and you will find this: paper ejf- 
preHH in terms which will make it impoffible for you. to doubt 
that the perfons who thus addrefied that Jacobin Club, did fo witfi 
? full conviftion that they truly addrefled them when tibey haded 
them, ** Brothers and fellow citizens of the world,'* and ttatsei 
to them, th^t when they ofFered their cotigratuktions on the 
glorious J^evolution which the French Nation had acoQnifiiiili€d| 
jhey fpokfe a language which only^fincerity di<Stated, '. 

Gentlemen, this addrefs will be read to you j and therefore I 
will not detail to you the different partsof it; but riiere tscne 
part which I will obferve upon ; and I will more {Kuttciiltrly qb-? 
ferve upon it, on account of the confequeiices whidi nuy per** 
haps have' fcllowed from it. After ftattng, ** It wonld kave 
^^ given- an' additional triumph to our pongratulations, if the 
** Rights tyf Man, whiehare the foundation of your dedatttion 
*' of rights, had been' recognised by the Governments apotuid 
** you, and tfairqoiliity eftabiifi^ed in a]l,"«^*lncluding neps^iiy 
jn that defcriptibn the Brkifh Government, and therefore aflbt- 
ing their wifli, thirt the equal Rights of Man, the foundation of 
the declaration of -Rights- (rf^he French, upqi^ which the Govern* 
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tMtit «f 1^91, Hi htm it&ptsfi&iy conftimted, Ikoukl Ite 
^{bUiflied in all Governments They add-— ^ Wt ww behot^ 
^ yoa, a nation provokdl into defence^ 4ind we can fit m imde «f 
«* drfentt e^ual U thai ^f fJfMiJhjng thf general freedom if 
^ Etirdpe. In this heft ofcaufes we wift> J^H fuccefii. Our hearts 
•* ge with ypuy 

When they ftate tfiat they tan fee iie made ff defentie eguid 

fd tkat^f eftahlijhing the general freedom of EuYope^ I will beg 

you to recoiled that the ftme idea is' faggefted in a work of 

Mr. Paine, " that the re^olnthn in France mat to be accomr 

** piiflted only by eflablijhing fimilar repolntionf fn all other 

^ Gauntries in the tv^rWj" and I wil} beg you alfo to reeollefiy 

'that it iffsa the general opinion of the French, that the pre- 

-fervation of dicir revolution was to be effefted, according to 

the «xJ>fcffion of one of their abltft peputics, by fetting the 

four corners iff the world on fire. Yotj will then fee the ground 

•of that fenious decree pf the National Aflembly of France, for 

-eftaUifliiftg Ae general freedom of Europe, as a fyjlem of dt^ 

fence \ and you will colk<3 whether this A^^^t'cfs of fhe So- 

cicTf for Gonftitutional Infbrribition to the Jacobin §oct?ty at 

Paris, may not have be^ the foundation of, or at leaft ai| 

fncouhigement to, the whole of that viplent proceeding, , 

Gtentlemen, thefe Societies were not contented widi thi 
Addrefs of the Gonftitutional Society ^ the Jacpbin Society 10^ 
Paris, in which the prifpncr appears to have had a very parti- 
^lar hand.— -Indeei^ you wiH find in a great deal of the evidence 
ivhieih will be produced to you, the handrwriting erf the prn 
l^bnet, whifsh ibews that he dircftcd the whole of their pro* 
fx^edings, ztA you will "find f;his upon occaiions, and under cir^ 
irumftances that will ttftoriife you--f--The Societies next pro- 
IPeeAed to addrefs Ae N^onal Convention at Paris, Upon thi^ 
^ih|e€l a private corrt;}pohdeiipe took place bet^yecn fome mem- 
t»«ts of the London Cone^nding Society, and the prifoncr at 
|hc bar. A Gentleman of th<? name of Froft, who appears to 
f^avc been a perfon who corresponded with Mr, Tooke, was 
|hen at Paris; and you wiH find that in his conception pf things, 
^ffifhiju^ ^hf - Jtffjpr ^ ^ |oA (f Atigiift {whi0i jFouwillTe-; 

9plle£l 
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icpWcSk ^^&s jthc. total pvertbfQw of Monarchy in France} liberQr 
jwas at an ^nd. You will tikewiie Body that during the courfe 
of thefe tranfa£tion% the priibner. at the bar was in corre- 
ipondence with Petion the Mayor of Paris; a correfpondenee 
which in its language ihewed that Petion coniidere^ himfelf and 
the prifoner as engaged in the fame common caufe. TheUr 
cau(e, as I conceive, could be no otherwiie a common caufe, 
than as they conceived, .according to the declaration in the 
addrefs to the Jacobins, " that the beft defence for Fxance was 
•* the eftablifhing the general freedom of Europe.". 

Gentlemen, you will find, that in confequence of a private 
correfpondenee between the prifoner at the bar and one of the 
members of the London Corr^fponding Society, the propofition 
to addrefs the National Convention of France, apparently ori*- 
ginated with that Society; but in truth it was a matter wiiidi 
had been previoufly fettled between the priibner and this meoaber 
of the London Correfponding Society. The London Corre* 
fponding Society fent to the Society for Conftitudonai Informa** 
tion the addrefs which they had prepared; and a Conunittee 
of the Conftitutional Society was appointed to confer with them 
upon the fubjefb, of which Committee the prifoner at the bar 
was one. . This addrefs the Conftitutbnal Society did not thinly 
proper to adopt as their own; but they refolved that they highly 
approved of the fpirh of it. 

The addrefs of which the Conftitutional Society thus ap- 
proved the fpirit, is expreiled in fuch terms, that I muft detain 
you whilft I ftate fome paflages in it, becaufe it fecms to me, 
together with the addrefs which was prefented by thQ SocieQr 
for Conftitutional Information, plainly to fbew the plan of tbef^. 
Societies* After addrefiuig the French Convention in ftrong 
terms of friendfhip, the addrefs of the London Correfponding 
Society reprefents them fervently fupplicating die Almighty 
Ruler of the Univerfe to be favourable to the caufe of the 
Convention, as intimately blended with their own ; again aflert*- 
ing that the caufe in which the French Qonventipn was then 
engaged, was a caufe intimately blended with that in whif h the 
Societies in London wore enagaged, They proceed, ^ F^qwne^ 
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•* upon by an oppreffive fyftem of controul, whole gradual 
^ but continued encroachments have deprived this nation of 
•* nearly all its boafted liberty, and brought us almoft to that 
^ zhjeSt ftate of flavery from which you have fo emerged." 
And here, Gentlemen, is another inftance of that mifreprefen- 
tation which I before-mentioned to you, artfully holding out to 
the people of this Country, that they were reduced to a ftate 
of flavery fo nearly refembling that in which France was before 
the revolution of 1789, that there was fcarcely a difference bcr 
tween the two Countries* 

The addrefs proceeds, ** they conceive it to be the duty of 
^ Britons to countenance and aflif^, to the utmoft of their 
^ power, the champions of human happinefs, and to* fwear to 
^ a nation proceeding on the plan you have adopted, an invioU 
•* able friendfhip;" — ^that is, to fwear Inviolable friendfhip to a 
nation proceeding on a plan which had for its bbjeiEt the utter 
fubveriion of Monarchy, and all hereditary diftin£tions in the 
Government of their Country, and of eftablifliing in lieu of it, 
a perfeft reprefentative Government, founded on the fuppoied 
principles of the Rights of Man. Then they proceed to 
ftate their own fituation ; that the ftern, u[Jifted arm of autho- 
rity kept back the timid ; and add, ^ Men now a(k each other 
** whkt is freedom ? What are our rights ? Frenchmen you arc 
** already free, and Britons are preparing to become fo." A 
clear and explicit declaration that they conceived the French 
were become free in confequence of the events of the loth of 
Auguft, by which Monarchy was totally deftroyed in France, and 
that Britons were preparing to become as free as the French were 
become by thofe events.—" Seeking our real enemies, we find 
" them in our boibms"— -the vipers Monarchy and Arlftocracy, 
which you recolle£b were mentioned in another paper— for they 
add, ** We feel ourfelves inwardly torn by, and ever the vidlims 
" of a reftlefs and all-confuming ariftocracy, hitherto the bane 
** of every nation under the fun! Wifely have you a6led in 
* expelling It from France V* 

Gentlemen, 
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GenttoEneiiy vrhsit is this but at declaration that One branch 
tf the Legiflature of this Country^ the Houfe of Lor4s> was 
an aU^onfiiming ariftocracy^ and that the Frendi had aAed 
wifely in expelling ariftocracy from France* At the condufioi^ 
l^ere is a paflage which ihews^ beyond a poffibility of doubty 
^t their objefk was the eftablifbment in this Country of a 
Government, from which not only what they call Ariftocracy> 
but Monarchy, ihould alfo be banifheds for they add, ^ While 
•^ you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided defenders 

* of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea the numerous 
^ bleffings mankind will enjoy, if you fucceed as we ardently 
** wife;" that is, fucceed in eftabli0iing that Government 
iwhich the Convention were then about to eftablife, and by^ 
which Monarchy was to be totally annihilated, " if you fucceed, 
^ as we ardently wife, the triple alliance (not of Crowns, but)^ 
«* of the people of America, France, and Britain, will givct 

* freedom to Europe, and peace to the whole world." 

Can declarations be more explicit than thefe, that their obje^ 
was, that the power whiqh feould be competent in this Country 
to make an alliance^ feould not be the King^ by whom, ac- 
cording to the Conftitution of this Country, all treaties with 
foreign States muft be made, and with whom all dealings with fo- 
reign Powers muft, at leaft, nominally be had, and that tbers 
feould be a triple alliance— not of crowns^^exprcfsly negativing 
the Crown — but of the people of America, of France, a^d of Bri» 
tain, to give freedom to Europe, and peace to the whpl^ world f 
adopting again the idea developed in the addrefs to the Jacobins oif 
May preceding, that giving freedom to Europe was thp belt defence 
for that which was then tranfafting in France. They add, " Hoiv 

* well purchafcd will be, though at fee exp^nce of much bloodt 
" fee glorious, fee unprecedented priviledge of faying mankind 
** is free! Tyrants and tyranny are no more! Peace mgns 
•* on the earth ! And this is fee work of Frenchmen." 

Can language convey in ftronger terms, fee ideas of ipen 
bent on the deftru£lion of every feing to which feey could 
give the terms Monarchy, Ariftocracy, or fee Crown in feis 

Country i 
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CawtAcfi q( QftabUihJAg that which Aej conceive to be uni^ 
vedsl freedom, and abolifliuig what they call tyrants and ty*^ 
iranny* 6> fha^ pe^e might reign on the earth* 

You will £ndy Gentlemen, in the courfe of the evidence 
whith will be Uid before you^ this repeatedly and artfully urged 
to catch Ofea of enthuilaftjc difpofitions, that if Monarchy and 
Ariftocracy were aboliflved, and if all Governments were what tjiQy 
call « Governments of the people," wars would be at an en^b 
and univer£d peace would reign upon the earth. Thus you 
wil^ findaaie paper ^pemnganother, theiame principles developed 
diroMghaui^ ml thofe principles atoaing at the deftru£iion of the 
Govenimen^t of tiiis Country, and at the eftabliihment of a re^ 
jpreientativ^ Governmcfit 

iVpoo . this addrefs the Society £br Conflitutional Informatibo , 
xcSolvei^ t}ut the tbanl^ of this Society be given to the London 
* Correfponding Society for the above addrefe, and that the Se- 
^ creCary ac^aint them this Society do highly approve of the 
« fpirit of tbe 6me/' 

jHfCvii^ approved of the ^rit of ithis Addrefs of die London 
Corr^p^difl^g Sociei^^ thej proceed to prepare a feparate Ad- 
tdfcfs <9ff tli^r own, conceived in language as ftrong as that of 
the London Corref ponding Society; ib that I think you will 
be of opinion that they did not decline concurring in t}^ Addreis 
of the London Corrdponding Society, becaufe they thought it: 
tiM) firong) but becaufe probably they thought that exprefling 
the fame things in other words, they ihould convey the fame idea^ 
ftili ,more ^ifliiii vely throughout the Country. 

Tfa^ Addrds of the Society for Conftitutional Information to 
the National Convention in France, begins thus—-'' Servants 
*' of a Tover^n people, and benefaftors of mankind, we re- 
^ joiee' that your Revolution has arrived at that point of per*- 
*' fedion. which will permit us to addrefs you by this title, 
" It is the only one that can accord witfci the chara6ler of true 
« Jegiflators.'* This is a clear declaration that an heneditary 
office of King^ and an herediury peerage, were, in their bpL* 
Aions, utterly i^Lconfifient with the character of true leglflators. 

It 
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It is eonlequcntly a declaration that they Wtihed id ettaHlsOi % 
legiflatVre founded upon the iame principle as that on vrhkA 
the Convention in France proceeded; upon a principle wholl)r 
ele<ftive. They proceed — ^ Erery {actc&vt epoch in your 
^ affairs has. added fomething to the triumphs of liberty and 
•* the glorious "viSIory of the lOth of Augujiy has finally prepared 
^ the way for a Conftitution^ which, we truft, you will eftablifk 
^ on the bafis of reafon and nature/' 

They conceived therefore, Genrfemen, that the events of 
the lOth of Auguft were a glorious viftory, and that it pre- 
pared the way for the eftablifbment of a Confiitudon on tbe 
"bafts of reafon and nature; a bafis upon which every man muft 
wiih that every Conftitution fhould be fbimded, only that what 
is reafon, and what is nature, what is that bafts upon which a 
Conftitution ought to be founded, is that upon which many men 
are very likely to differ. 

There are other paftages in this Addrefi which dearly 
ihew the objeSs of the perfons who prefented it. They 
reprefent the condition of Englifhmen, though not ii bad 
as that of ot|>er countries, yet ftill as approaching to a ftafe 
of flavery. They tender their warmeft wifties for the fuH 
extent of the progrefs, and fuccefs of the caufe in which the 
French Convention were engaged ; and add, " It is indeed a 
** facred caufe. We cherifli it as the pledge of your happinefs, 
** our natural and neareft friends, and we rely upon it as the 
" bond of fraternal union to the human race, in which union our 
^ own nation will furely be one of the firft to concur/* After 
Hating the advantages to be derived from the proceedings of the 
aflembly in France, they add, " Go on legiflators, in the work 
** of human happinefs, the benefits will in part be outs, but 
" the glory (hall be all your own. It is the reward of your 
^ perfeverance, it is the prize of virtue/' And then confider- 
ing that the fparks of liberty have been preferved in England, 
only fo far as to fhew the darknefs vifible in the reft of Europe; 
they fpeak of the luftre of the American republic as like an ef- 
fulgent morning, but ftill too diftant to enlighten our hernia 
• '" fpher^} 
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%hefe^ tiUtte fplendterortbe FnnqbRiBirolttfionliiirfhibrttt 
upon the mtion in die full fmror %£ the mei^iiaf fun'^Auvi ^diP 
fijbtfed m.the midft of ^e Europe^ iwodil tfa^'peadical jreftih 
<^.'princtpl9s vi^hich pbtlofopby bkd fought in thd fhade.of -fpecir^ 
k^ioa; mid which' experience mnft* eyecy, where confuin* The 
pipclifrdr refuk of the principles thus 'ap|il9iiided> you vas&. cohf 
fi4^?^'4ire^y opp^fHe t6 the principles upon whidrtiie ma* 
teri|l parts .of the Britifh Conftitutbn are .founded^ z^becaufit 
tbeyare principles utjeserljl' incondftent with in hereditary *Mo« 
narchy, or an hereditary Houfe of Iword^. . The A'ddrds con-' 
eludes, ^ In this career of tmprovetmfnt^'. you example ^rill be 
^^ foon followed; for nations rifing. from' their lethargy, will 
^ rechini the Rights of Man with a Voice. :wjudb man cannbt 
^ refi/l," ' : -r ;r 

/Gentleman, I have fenlarged upon thefe. t^fo Addrtfles, be* 
caufe.it appears to me that they dqyelope with a clearnefs not 
to.be. queftioned, the principIeiB of thefe Societies, and fbe^: dat 
. tbey were perfefkly lioftile to the rCoiiftitution of this Cowitry ; 
and becaufe it feems to ,me im^poflibl^ to' conceive that men 
who framed and prefented fuch AddrefTe^, could have in view 
limply a. reform of the Commons Houfe of Parliamenti upon 
any fyftem of reform, meaning to go no farther, 

Gentlemen, they were ^ot mifunderftood by the perfons to^ 
whom their Addrefles were prefented ; nor indeed did the perfons 
who prefented the Addrefs of the Conftltutional Society mif-* 
underftand its meaning. The perfons chofen for this purpofe 
were Mr* Joel Barlow, and Mr. Froft. 

, You will find that Mr. Joel Barlow, and Mr. Froft,' at the 
time they prefented this Addrefs, prono}inced an introductory 
Addrefs. from t^iemfelves, but afterwards coinmunicated to the 
Cgnftitutional Society, and perfeftly approved by them. 

In this introduftory Addrefs they e?^pr^fs themfelvfes thus: 
^ Citizens of France, we are deputed by the Patriotic Soci- 
ety, jn -^o^iijon, called the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion, to congratulate you in its naroe.upon the uiyo^pl^s of 
liberty. Before the epoch of your Revgluti^n, this Society 
V OL. 1 '5 « employed 
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¥ tmjiof^ it&K w this jmpoitant obj^a vnA Ikdc hope^^af 
<< fuceefi." Tkey then ftatof dm iimumarabk iixieocs «f 
the fiune ibr^ ivere formings m w^rj pait of Ec^hml } tJNl 
they excited :i i^t of umrerfid eaqitiiy into the co^glicgte^ 
abufes of Govenanem, and the fun^e meals' of nfiMfm f fbffL 
after the exMnple given by France, revohitions would' beoooije 
evfjr; that reaion was about ta make a rapid progrefii; and 
that it woidd not be extraordinary if in much leis fpace 4umi 
could be imagincdi die French ftould fend their congntttfaH 
tions to a National Conventbif in En^and* » 

This introdttAory Addreft clearly points out the objeA^ of the 
Addreflers. It dearly points out, diat they conlidered diem* 
felves as labouring to Ittde purpofe until the event of die Fretidi 
Revolution^ that the event of that Revolution in its conf«^ 
quences led to sH that they propoled s that they confidered the 
means forobcaimng that which diey propofed as fimple; that 
thefe means were to be taken from the example of Frano^ 
which example would make revolutions eafy* What was the 
example of France ? They tell yo^ in the concluding words-«^ 
the xftabliihment of a National Convention-— and, dierdbi^, 
they conceived that it would not be extraordinary if in a mudi 
leis fpace of time, duui could be imagined, the French flioiild 
iend their addrefies of felicitation to a National Convention in 
England. 

Gendemen, you will find that this idea of a National. Con-- 
ventioQ did not originate here, but in an Addreft of the. Lon- 
don Corrcfponding Society to the pe(^e, of Hic 6th of Au- 
gttft, 1792. There the iame idea .is clearly advanced, that tke 
people were to ttk& dieir own emancipation by meaAS'X>f;(hat 
National Convention, from which adone they could hope to hilve 
it ; by the people meeting in a Convention, becaufe they cottid 
not exped to receive diat which they wiflied from, the confti* 
tuted authorities of Government* 

The Prefident'of the French Nadonal Aflembly^ did not,, in 
the leaft, hefitate to interpret this Acldrefs of the Conftitutional 
Society, and the proceedings upon itj for in his luifwer to it, 

3 ' 1»« 
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« will one Aiy beceme At fiippttttiv of jrourt/' Then hi 
ills, « Gtaetous Repidilkaii^'^-^ dlit he dei^lf conceivtfA 
iM dietr AAIrA iMaAed ^ (j^rit of rqHibti«ahifii--^%e haa 
Ml Acfkaft hefititim mapplyilig «»ti)ie ^eHcms ^a <:ameto 
IJlh ifHtfc fiNft an Addreft that e|^thet. Htt (kys,-^ The ihadai 
« of Pym, 6f Hampden, and of Sj^dnef, are hov^^g 6\fdr 
« jFOttr htwh^i ind 4ie moment cannot be Aflant nrfwn the peo*« 
^ fie of France wfll offer thdr congratulations to a National 
• Convention in Eh^^and/' You {jereeire, therefei^, that the 
Preftfent of die National Conrention of Frince, bad not the 
ktft d^bt of die meaning ^ the Addrefs whicb vn& made to 
liim i^xtot the objofi of it ; and that die confeqtiences might pro* 
bidbly be that wbkh die Addreffi^rs diemfet ves had told him diejr 
fffoUbty might be^ namely, die' eftabliflUment in diis Country 
of the &me fort of Gonvendon wfaicfa wa$ then eftablifhed in 
France. 

- Gentlemen, I forbear to detail to ydn a Taft variety of ddier 
paper% all tciiding to the ftme conduIton-*-»Letters from the 
floektiea in France—Letters from ^d to the Societies here — 
But dieie is one thing which I think I ought particularly to 
teeodon to you. On the iSdi of January, i793<^--certainly a 
rery critical p eriod - * it ^uras a time when, in die perftiafion of 
men in general, a war between the two Countries was lilcely 
to take |dace-Hfae Conftitudonal 'Society thougbt proper to 
make diree Members of the French National Afiembfy, Mr. 
Saint Andr6, Mr. Barr6re, and' Mr. Roland, Honorary Mem-' 
Jhets of iMr Society, Saint And^6, on the iSth of January, 
and: fiatffire and R<^d, on the ajptK of January ; dedrribing 
dMB as die moft' judicious and enlightened friends of liberty. 
And oil die firft of February, they refblved, that the fpeeches 
4>f Bani&e, and Saiiit Andr^, in the French National Afiembly, 
upon the fubjed of die tt'ial of the King, fhould be entered on 
. dieir books } and then they refcJvedj that this refoludon ihould 
be pdnted in the pubKc newfpapers. 

£2 Undoubtedly 
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jc;nuon qff the ptfbliCi to, thpfe , fp«cch(^% «^. «W|iW»e4^«P 4iW 
I'rqnch papers. Jk^ confeqi^nae.js,«?V!viwis,ithat ttHi^ ii|^» 
we^pe like^y^to.Tcad the mjolutiw* of dii^ ,Sfcifly .foK.Qofiftif^* 
tiojoal IiifqrmatiQa) would beii^tur^llyM tpireajd d^^e l^feffeear 
And the Soptet^cQuld have no^ objed iti.thefii rf^uliQiift ^u» 
to adopt ill fotpe way or. other tb^ ^^echeK. . \ i A n . I 

Thdie ipeeches will be giv^n k^ eyi^u^ to youiigtid foil 
will find that the right of tt^ Natiqn^ Afle»nUy ;lO;.;€lf9niQ 
vpon^fhe fate of the Xingi is fta^ed tp :^K<J. froin tbetm lmo|^. 
a Rfivoluticwary AfTeoibly, created by, the paiion in a ftitircif 
infifjj^ipn; that the fpeec()es gro(;ee4.tq ipiye(Ugate Aei;^&^ 
je£k — to confider the confequence which naturally muft AUfitwi 
Irom. the lifuig, of die, people aga^il t)ie Govieri;unent fof. the . 
CountryT-to fliew that ,it mpfk i^ff^i tljys i^xikS(i<v^ oiv^Mik 
Government^, and, tber^fpre, rtbe deftru<3ioa of tb^ iAviglabtkqs 
of tjkpfrfonof ^he Kjng. ;j l • , - • . . .. :»j.1 

Tbeie principles afterwards, a^ y^u ifif^U knowt.wWc ^dcfitadk 
by the Fi[9nch Copventi/^ ,;^i4 a^9^ upoa4a |Kil(ti{]^ il^.Kutiigf 
to death. .Qne^pf thefe ^eeche^ defcribesy^il^e^i^ffi the j^ifib** 
rence between a Con ventiosi, jand an ordinary i(f^i4ature,jiQ|«^4tH 
ing'that a Gonv^njCioa of the people* -aJpT^i^blei u|^n j|k ;e«A»*c 
ordinary opcafiop, upon which this. Conveaj^iof} .in ^ Fvaoge: ;Wfi^ 
alTembled^'^ad n€;cefi4ril^ abfolute fqyer^gn-po^»^ ^^odel aofl 
to form every thiagi a5 in jtheir.,difcfeticin,.4i|gy fhpi^l4 tftuoJtpJSib. 
per, bec^!4f^ they«were to ,be..jc(}nfidered in efte<£i.as>.the p^e^ 
thcmfelyes, . Ai)d Mr, Barf ere concludes, (peaking, of -the iQ^^ 
&\i\}j&nt £^&iv!okyj "which.!^ pbfecv^had. laid the firfl fouildsH/ 
tion for liberty, that tbf^ ^ere ablige^ to ahldf by ^%}hat .fi/tf* 
then the pr.^udice of public opinion, y but that' now all prejudiiipes 
of that kind were deftroyed > and. he addSy^iJ^Nothing ,wa5 v^antu 
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ilt4inretf Tm^ffremi Aer iitttyxifij^iigin^-th^ ilAwiMjrtnO KsQg^ 

f^.'^UKftroy.:Kibag»rand Rojfaltgi:^':':^ r. : rj r.M*'*t»q c ,*":r«?!f 
;:'TFonn«lia^qiiii^;)ofe 'itodld'pei^ibRS^.^ivhct -mednt^to^^afllirtttH 
loydl^iiy/tbQ'GoveciiQtti^ of <d«i :Oou4^>ptfttM[ Ksng^i ai»L' to 

K>ninmift^^<JFcg.Stdothe7«tteiittDfi ofitbn'nnwQ Jthcfe ;^eet)ttl 
JJiHdk(tiicjrtfDeinfc>rtD»ldiA;^ I 

iw^nctcriytiad afb&rtDtidbfeover thcErjporpbftrsDHivIrifclitvS 

V^ %k^ wilr :flK)R5i ab ytt d? »fl' tttcnkfi it: mm in tte JttioMir df 

MgJiglQiitiniliiiiltRcirt^IutbiV'Mk^ bai^ 9^itH 

cite a very general apprehenfidn that a RevolutI^n,^of Ifomb 
Ai^ja«[^b«f#>9«dd.ftkr:plta9e^; dwiitthfcy ^oMcdiMhtp iBTBiat 
«Aifeb ftbi^tbd 4ifAnaf «jigi|arihgnlb9bn»iKb of ;sthe ^peopici) inia 

^iftti^M were 9(^ t^i^nietl yH^ ^: Jbo^MxIifi fiBsdds; at .n^itH 
^j'inmiiii^ Aaftkffy 0:^09114 ^ne^-iirs^fiicbef^^^ QFIiby*idnri« 
0Bf^dtSf^m^\j Hft ^dUe^ie of j|V)l^}r^ ^tArwke fix trdrteaiin 
iiiFl8»l:Kip«F9-«rri«c)n % lAe^Soiicl^^^fi^rdffibbftitutibiMit' IxSkt^ 

;^9g. vdK^ir obj«(^i0fi»ri|o the) ^onftitutpq^ :of EngboiX as 

|i^^^:^4' Ihfiiir \»iAQ»:;t^ t^lteiHitii.tify ofty— *^ Wi^emcfaeii 
A^, v@<V|f^'.t3g( l%dk ,^br oiw remedy ; jtcrthariP^Haiiieitiofrwhidi 
iffi^e i(i^|>pMiBr» :t^ tiie fe)(<cutire power '^hicii /it Uapibit^ 
^ti^oye^d, lf{iqt ^n^ipated ia that Patli'^mem, or ip: odrfetoes 
^o:':.::w '' E 3 ♦* reprefente4 



' XScndfiDEifiii* 'vithflHti^dfaLyp *"""*'^ td d ifeufe JwhsL It sksis wbidii 
fl)^ wriKic of this l«ttei; egy^ved .«q|s likdy to jurocUice du oqii« 
%^fin to^wiuch )u;.a^,ci;ti^ umuI iipQn^lucb,..ui4efi in«90&< wpr« 
takeii,t9 prevent it, ap^iK^ iVfi^i eofiie» if i«.fuf5icient (ac, ine,t» 
iky, that clearly, in 4lae. auad>^,thi$ 'wrifer^- ibtpcdiinj^Mraf.qiXn 
|i^ed,to h9ppqti.,^»Pi.;iii^cbijinvchjc.-v^fis likely to. eip^e. 
Th4s4ettet; is, wirittenv^in a.,;j»^icu|ju: fti^-wkb Jxfyi(& tft x«Iif« 
S|9U6.i]fot|meRt;. , . ** Wc; will not aee4ht\t to:be {weg^rcd &tr ^ 
**; WW'tflt ^^a^d fe^ t^ .ialvatipa .pfj^crlAffd, JUt .^s, 
*< ,thcre%rgj t^^j^iat given us.by,<j}ir.f)pjK»fer«i.irt li^ ,^»o. 
« gi{^i|^«aa>e^ita;ouJc£ pf^.i3Hr.jiiia)^/elatiYfi. tp tbe,.eaqtfiift 
« .of,iEigfofn?:.M^1^Hwe 9>#t to fecit ];, |{f |(r<yvod ^ jvf^ 
« ityaod^ conttpve^t. ahigi^iops.. . l(^trff» , ffpdel the ^boleiia 
^<f^;f)i!'"«'?»i# :!Jisff;"S:|¥«vii?c fyijrj^^.aod %y of thft 
5jtab^(»flple..wbi4 .ii{e..«fqjiW crej^/^tha^ when the taJ»«:^ 

*• -W^i^cOWS^ W ?^ -Pa^,*^ «J»l»P<w, are* twOKO 
I', 4q>^ vqd^ ^ena^fs>pifollj.Qf,t^ir itippoitets, vn^nuy 

a£jiichJu»Hldb(;^%|y|4,3t ^t. inf^aafj ^;.|»f ^j;ei(«tipj,jM 
i9&- Paftge ^avesn^s. ^t^out^. ds«*^,fqigie ^<)5»% to 

« loofc b«i,. to ,the. yrrtl»hed^i#s«ei,JnbSfe^?ttVS «»9PPMM* 

He,fee«\^;io f4^^«n|..p|^ges^,ta.«pjiIid^,.Aat it.iws.if<Jt 

•«%ry;p i«*ery.eJFtiFdiftjfi»s^ tba^.w^uch hs propofc^.tPjhe 

dunf. ■ " iP9 not;^ l< entie^t^qu, i^^.^te,' tt^i)kiaij^ fui;h.a ^ij^rk 

«,j3<-«.gj»tu«.ai ye|f^,jfi^t"a Hip^^^ ai,d,thi;i,> n}^^"$etOQ Jatw 

" a malignant party may be already form^ ^^^ aiyl ffiTiH^ veii^t^ 
... .- ■• - • -^ ^^^ 
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loi^Qf a 4ian to obfaijcf; tiMft^t ^i9«# /{laye ; t^nr * plfarJjr r in lih*' 
/ ^Q^atlwwfb yftu-./wjiJl fi«i4>%t aftervwd^i >y/ JBcaii&'af j| 

private carrerpoiidea(;e«.4)^^[7«f9 ^c«,^j^r.vjn^t s|Dfl ioott of thcf 
«ffi^ M pdwa E»«Sfl* Ssgi^ljjes, to.l«R4 ]i2^^gates,ta.,t)a| 

f»9.«^ *e,QfiW|i:«i .C?^«8ntiooorj^4?gHU^ iripin tbe:,Sc«aepgf 
of the ,^i;iqn<ib^f .. thft F||Og^ ^y i^^ %FP.tif«f}» tl»«2i dwg)jf 

*J»-<)f;t¥«r«W'M«r(?<V)#»n^^e M?!^ -fife 1 J.lw^ri^%i<>ir 

<* . pnifcrlM S}ii&9g« ,aii4 4wimJ^SH:lijM5|^' . dropping tb^ 
origHul(.d|;^«a^ of D^l^t^ ^om,'diie So«^es of thefrienci^ 

fitit.oi,^ J^skgates, Qfi.tb& FflVgWi" (n£«(\i^ig tliert;fore to sjxOf^ 
U^^te u tbt»ij^ive$ tlhcrc^Dif:)^ oi ao' fUtipbly-jwiufli ^yas to bie 

fup,. 
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hfgb. Fdr there CMid h« m pwcp^ whatever ibr which dief 
Mtfi aAMe this Me of ^ Ddi^tlses of the People,?' uhkA 
ttTBy^Aeaiit to afiltaM die ckuifiker incident to « Ddegetet^f 
^difc People)'^ tint is peribm iflimedietei/ delegated bjr the 
pddj^ ttiemfelv^ odi^mHTe fhtat the eonfticiited Govenment of 
die Cottiitry authorizes; and therdbre, fer thepiitpofe of doing 
feriMiifig whtd\ might be deemed die t£t of the people andto 
lie fuppdhM -by die authority ef die people. 

* Geitdemen, if diey had' in view fimpty die obtaitring a Re« 
Arm tn Parliameet, hf appli^tatiofi to Patliameiit 'itfel^ dda 
tfiiimption of title was not only umieeefiry, but it was utterijr 
Improper, becaufe, if diey wo^e i^ petition Parliament diey 
Mgheto jMCition Parliament in tlieir true dMraAeri tittt is, a» 
Relegates firom die Societies of die Friends of ^le PeofAe, Vy. 
whom they were feirtndly fentj ddterwife-they HvmM <nol ftaie 
to Parliament their it*al charafter, dttt in uriiidi doiie diey 
would have-had '^ right to 'have weight- tn 'die ^opinion of Par* 

Jiament Afluming fo dietnfehres the title of « Ddbgairt of 

* die People,*^ a ^de ^vrfiich diey eduidnot widi trdth afbnae, 
diey afiumed fomednng upon WMch iJiey meant to bditeiif i 'feme*' 
Aing fiurdier^ and tfaerd is nbthing Wttch they oenid^tteteby 
it, but to afliime to tiiemMvei die diaraAer of fari)%'the Rew 
prtfentatives of die People, and dierelbre being ftperior to dte 
eoi^Ktuted Government If -we 'advert to ^sMiat filSSeA in 
fVanbe, we IhaH ftel ar ilror^ relcmbfanee, kt dife-^roceeCitg, 

•to a fimilar aflbmptton^of chanter, arid tonfequeridy-of powe^, 
b% diat Country; pjid it wSlteadi us what the coiAquences of 
fudi an affimiption ait. You all faiow; that dir afttnbly whidi 
hietln j^rance^ in die year 178^' -Wlas or^tnaBy the States* 
Genera] of die kingdom, convened bydie King. ' But a part 
iof dieni being aftmbled, to the ainoimt of idiout hedf, Tifaink, 
t^dieir whole number, aflumed to Aemfelves die appellation of 
^ Delegates of the People/' InftM tff* Dfelegales of the difier- 
ent States, as they were originally cbnfthuted/ diey aflumed to 
' IhcnUfclves' die title of <* Delegw* of die People/* as one geOeral 



N 
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Moefirily MlcfWcdfi^mdMaiua^^ Maeljs th^ttbiJUng 

hM pm :M' ntgmhe upm ibrir pfHi$di9g$* The kft dlwip* 

ttM wis^ jnfty if they fref« itiAy ^ Dtltgmt^ of tke Figpk; 

bcmifit fbck a Dde^tidB i»a» aiod&ril/ a :ittpercefioii cf aH 

Govemmenty llfed< people takkig the dTairs of die Cmacry inttf 

tliiir oim httidi. Thef jaftty afliimed, diat die Kiii^ codd 

put ao negative on Aeir prdetedings, if diey were eacided. td 

dRime the duiniAer of DelegaiM of die Peoplei but dief firft 

aftmed tlie dttnfier Of Delegates of diePeoplei anddienAey 

dhmed) ihtt 'being Odegalcs of die ?toflc^ the King had no 

i%lit to pmt a negadve upon any of dieir procee<Kng9. That 

piAd'tn Fnmbe, and thia proceodiog in S^ottaiid, b a complefe 

eepy, A aumber of peffiMMi aflembkd originsdly. imder die 

dde«^ alidbeijili io -fiiAi Dd^tes fimply frotti the Soci^tiet 

ei die Fticadi of die People at diey were caUed, affiun^ to 

ftonMves die duttaderof Ddegates of the Peopkv They 

ccnid do fe oflfy lor the fittae purpofe for Whi<h: the Aflembly 

ia FfaaeeMEDd it ; namely, for die ^Mirpole of tiff%imhg to them^ 

U«diall'*theaitdK)fi^, aUdie poWe#, and ail the confequenoii 

attch-belimged to porfenaof that defcripdon. 

'QttiAeakUij this^was eiem-ly and diftuadly catKng upon tte 

pe6|te tb'A^ipdrt diem ; it waa giving them a tid^ to fay, ^Wt 

^ ace yoair Ddegatea^-lfiipport ua in what Mre are doia^;^'— ^ 

HaMbg^ done dus, they proceeded to a vanety- of itfoiutootte, -ail 

eHMm^, 1 Aihk, you will fee, ^arly ttnded direfiiy to the 

imt'pigtpak. I -will^ MC obferve upon any of dif*m, except tWo$ 

eoe ia, thal^ upon a pedtion to Parliament being ^opoied^ it 

%Kia*4iegatti^ by die order <0f the day ; another,- that a jefidution 

««, -on- dilerft8lh«6f November, 1793, come tO) with a confi* 

detable d^ree of foiemftity,^'lor uridch a blanjc was left 4a the 

lafaMtibs^' and wfaich^(t(blatk»i was not to be entered upon diO 

nmttteb.aadl die ckA of Aeir fittings. ^ That refoludoa api- 

pears tddie to be of fach adefeription^ that I ought to take^me 

Mtioe dfit^so yo% even-in dds.opetiing. 

mM ^efidved^ that die foUoa^ag dedaration and rafiduiioa be 

.;:.r *< infertcd 
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J^» ^Cb- we/can ^coowpfifll: % jr^^lir^N^efeot^ioii^j^iie mPF4^ 

|*ajr until. foppeU/ic^tp dq A^ ^r fil^mi»^,^9Sr.ul4S^.&^m¥k 
that the power fenjt,*for- ^p,i>¥^»^.of^^foer^» t||P'#S9MV 
ted bean uneii^ Jto^tbi pun?pfe^.' .^ it; .Jwa^ \^epfkf^fi^gf^ot 
farte-rAe xcfiiafc wwld ha^f ;beQH*;.%t; ^ Go9iffgtm flM*»? 
Dei^^yN^ o/.th9>?QCH)le at E4inbtt^:iY?44d harf^k^nafiVii** 
jfcujily, a .{Kwp^e^ Aflepibly j apdfp^ ^ iiiaJ^r bj a, l«inir:lf 
4ifie4qf tbe.pferfei^iWhP, vi{^ ^?i.Meinbpr^of^#b^ $o«I^MMiMl9» 

f!< Ttoy prope^-r-*' We do refirftie, TMt |t^v£ir&jii<|i;k9.gijmi 
^(i.fos tibe:imro4u<9tiQ() of a p^nvefitiw/PtUi.os.^jijit^U ^ 
^ finiilw teiiiibiey tQ: that. pafle4jn Irf^t^d jp ,lbe. }^ [f<s#QR fif 
^itbfidr^iP^rliamepti^.'Gyc.aAy £iU f<%.lilP:fqfe(^<^Ma ciCilh^s^j^ 
J^^Gwfpui Aii.i Qf thiP A^ % l^e; pr^4§tiiit WfMgm9jrin%r 
A priAoniemi andlagabift iindiie deli^^M );iia)s in j^or^h ,Bc^ 
^« tain, or in cafe o/anip^^^yo^ri^Si^i^Qn 0^ ?nysjEojpQigfi 



«* feveral Delegates to repair to fuch place as ttis^tetret.^tSrm 

•^wiemtWtS^^lbatf 'havtd porvw'^o»'aeehr#4hJPiWing^ per^^ 
** artd'^WijI-^ 'fliair'tfdhfllituCe a (S^bntioh,* ihd proce^ to 

* Oe»dem«!hf Tidre Wef^ rdTolUtrons ■whWi^ tfiejr did* not chcfofe 
to enter at tiilff 'ri«<*\ipftrf'*rfr'*iHifhite^-ithcre Ivas a xrontrivaAce 
fat eftaBHfeMg ayFrr^f place%r'ttte meeting of this Convention 
\ipon feveitil ^mefgeticiesi* »fdHK? of which wefi— the introduc- 
tftin ef 'a Coriventibn* BrH Mto<the Houft 6f Gommdns — not the 
i^&dal i)ailfng, biit the mere introduftion of it into the Houfe^ 
** J^Witent thefr mecthig— <«• any Bill of a fithifar tendency — 
6t any Bill -for ihe fuTpenfion 6f -the Habeas Corpus Aft — or in 
iaff 4ff^- ah irW^w— or tHe^^dmiffion of- any foreign troops 
whatibever into Great-Britain or Ireland. • ' ^ 

• Fw whKt^pihrp6fe can this refolufiori have l)een entered into, 
h\iX for pnsvWiSg^rf'-more Hfc6hterrefiftanife IS Goverraiierir, fcy 
hoMing Aelf iftmWy^in »me fi^er pitcci'-'ivhidi tliey might 
fiit)er#ftris 'l^|)i^in#y and ^hicK Aey mfght ftfnk more adapfei 
MtMn^ftAAttiotftlian the cify-bf Ediribargh:' The mimner in 
*rtsStfiiaIt4bf» to to "Bfe^ohe- Is curious— The place 'where- t!ie 
iPfMlffgiMf m U h^ld'^srto be kepf a'perfea-^rff ; it wa§ 
not to be known to any perfon except a Secret Committee' ^ 
tfl«tti:«(WJthe'iS>dte«ary, Wlfowere to be appointed* to deter- 
mme the plftoe^whesf^ ^AiA Convention of Emergency fhoiild 
rtlAr/iUTf|ispi%fiSv!ed,^WThatft»ch place (hall- remain a fecret 
*« :wlthr.*fem^««d-iMri#tM'fecretary of this CoriVfeitioni' and 
^niMtft^ fteJ^tellha, 4t the* breakmg up- -of the prefent 
«^feffion, bVe»i»all«M«iafeft]ed lettf^r' containfng the rrame 
*« of Aeplao^ , Of iitteffifi^ J Akt'Ais htter^fhalhbfe ddivVrea 
*^:af»pfcned ^tahiflr ^o«ftft<icnts; -tW ri^cefpt t)P which' fhftll 'be 
** acknowledged by a letter to the fecretary — ^prefer ved in;the 
^ .feaic fate until'** pttficW^Aaa^kiflve' ^ whicTf ' it* fhalf be 
*^idceoied necefliry .fi|f. the'CDtJ^^te^^to^fet ofF/^r'fe that tiritil 

tliat'nKHiieBt it was not to tfe dlfclblid, ev^tnVth^&dtgatLS 
• -* ^ them- 
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iMwMwii iHiimAii CeiMntiM wa^ in llite trfb ^ 

Tbtaiicf proowd lo n6lf% ^ Thu A« acna i ttt of my 
« ilV^ itifpfHton af tht f rritnt Ctwirwtiimj Hiatl H iwmfidt n J 
^ «s a finUQoni to tbc Dcl^MM, to v^pitr Id die ^mm <#%iieet« 
^ ing appmniwl fiMT tte CdimiiciM of Sacrgoity bj te 
^ Committee, and dm dK Sacret Commineo bt iiAniAed t» 
<^ proceed without dehj to &t ike place of meeting/* 

Cf entkmen, uniat muft hsve keen tke oonie^piemWf ti wi$ 
opinion of the people, or of enj munbor of die peoploy ba4 
ioUowed diit Britifli Conrendon, es it tenned itSMt of Dele* 
gates of the Peop to h a<l acknowledged iu memkera in 4it/L 
charaftcr ; that beiiig the Del^atee of die Peofde diwy wttw t& 
be fupported by die people and kad attempied to fupport- diem 
accordingly ?-^What confeqnenoes coidd kam ioBowed bat a 
dvil war i 

Gendemen^ 70a aO know dait ikta Convendon wiidi^eiAd 
by die audiority of the civil cnagUbaM. B«ii^( di^^crAd, yon 
knew that pimlecittkina took phcesi friiick becamo f^iahftBt of 
m confiderable dqgree of chmoyr. The Soeiity hr CoMm^ 
tiooal Infbfmadon, in a wnttj of reMurioa<> appiwtd and 
.adopted all that had been done in diis Conwatian at £diQbnrg|ki 
and on die 17th ol January, X794, they came ta liWnfitna tf 
the ftrongeft tendency* / 

^ Rdblved, That kw cti^ea to be an ol^ af ebedianii 
^ whenever it becomes an inilrument of opprefion*^ 

^ Refidved, That we cadl to ndnd wsdi dia deyft fttirfac^ 
^ tion the merited £ue of die ti^anoua Jcfferiea, olioe Lord 
^ Qiief Juftitce of Engbnds who^ at dif aMra Of diogkaioai 
" Revolution, for the many iniquitoMa ftn t cncea which he bad 
^ pafied, was torn to pieces by a biava and injured people*' 

« Refolved, That diofe who nnitaia hia example deliBrve his 
« fittc.** 

< This immediatdy IbUoadng die tmdadions in Scodaad, and 
die proceedings diere of wUcb tfaey oempkin» I can give itno 
cenftmAion but duit of a direft incitement to die people of 

Scotland 
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Courts of Juftiee Ifaerei diat fort of fummary jvAioo bjr th^ 
ptople ^moMveft^lM^iiiert Aflj^ 4o ba«e htm-AtMtcoi 

' « RelQlyO(l» Thtt th» Tweed^ tkougi^ if tnajr divide countries, 
f^ ottgltt no^ and does, not mftke a l^jMNntkin- {kCwoca thofe 
<^ prtiietples of commoo kvtxkff ia- wUch -Engydunen- an^ 
^ Scotdimen are equally ioierefttd ; that injuftice in .Scodand 
« is injtiAioein Enflaad; and that the Ikfety of £iigli(hmea it 
ff endangered whenever their brethren of Scotland, for. a eon* 
^ dud whidi entitka them to die appiiobadon of all wtfe,^ and 
f^ the fupport of all brave men, are fentenped to Botany Baji, 
^ a puniihflkent hitherto infli£led only on fel0iia." 

You fee. Gentlemen, they do not merdy quaft^l with^ tfab 
finrerity of the fentence, but Aey afiert ^at the oondw^ of die 
perfons ^inft whom thefe fimtences were paft, was not only 
AlK drimtnal in^ high degree dmt could merit i^ud» afimtence, 
rbiit dutt it was nor criminal it atii on the c«vifrary, diat it n^ 
hi^y mc^itorioHS, and was fucbf as. entUled them to< the appro- 
Jkatita ctf att wifti and the fupport of all ira^e tnen. Upoft 
irefotulions drawnuniir ih direSfim $f a man ^f tii difctifiuni 
,rf,the prifin$r fit thi htr^ one may be pecmitted to advert eVea 
)fo ^iMTticuIav words ; and the epithets of ^ tuife^* and •* travel* 
are placed, the one to ** approbation** and the other to ^fapport,*.* 
'Qm. ^»y esAIy conceive 1»o what they lead, and to wiuit they 
may be expeded to4ead« 

M^n^i^t^Am I touaderftand die Solicitt^ General to ple^ 
hinifdf fo prove all that he ftates ? Shall I be juftificd in «n* 
4edtekling that ? imdtfaat if he- fails iri proving itj it takes off 
all die force of diat whidi he ftates ? 

Lord Ctiff yu/fice Eyrr^ Failing in die proof takes off,: cer«> 
taiidy, as ikr as that goes^ the whole of it* 

Mr. Solicitor General I ftate this, your Lordlhip fees,* to bir 
M, refidution' of the Society for C^^^^^^^ InformationiT and 
am merely mAing obfervationsfttpon it .. . -^ ? : 

'*••'• \. "JSIiu.fjooJti^ 



^ i« « «» 



ihefe refoljations w^re drawn up «M^r fhe,, frifax^i^s ^e^ions*- 
I mention it no^ thftt h^ fliould not hcgf^fy^ &y J,js^ftg$fs^iim^ 
if the Solicitor General withdraws tha^ J .Mv^ AP^^u. i 

Mr^ Solicitor General. At the Meeting MtrliGfl^th^ jje/ol.i|tioiis 
were come to, Mr, TooJte appears by the books to have beea* 
in the, chair I ^yhe^r be.aftuaUy. drev^ HP the reiolutioiia.is 
^odier queftion; but hi iuua$ in the cjj^ir. I meant merely ta 
&y, that Mr. Tooke is a inan v^o nnderftands (unqueftiona^Ij^ 
infinitely better than Jean. pr<c>fe^' to .do) the critic^ meanifig 
of words, and their application in the cleared smd plaioeft 
fenfe. * 

Gentlemen, they pro^ccd-^** Refolvedt That we fee with 
^* regret, bi^t we fee without fear, th^t the period is faft ^ap- 
*^ proaching whon the Uberues of Britqns muft depend not upon 
^ reafon, to which they Jiaye long fippea^d, nor on their powers 
*^ o^ expreiSng it, but ^n their Arm and undaunted f efolution to 
V oppofe tyranny by the fame means by which it is exercifed." ; 

^^ Refolved, That we approve of the copdu(Sl of the Bridfh 
*^ Convention i who, t^io^gh afTailed by force, have not been 
<^ anfwered by argument; and who, unlike the members of a 
<< certain Ailembly, have no intereft diftin^ from the common 
•* body of the people.'* 

Gentlemen, on theie two refblutions J muii: beg. leave to 
make, this obfervation, becaufe. k, appn's %q me to belpng.^o 
them, — The laft is a complete approbation of the conduct of 
^e Bfi^it(h.Conventioq:^ it defcribes th^m in the very chsura^ler 
iM)jtM<3b tb^' afluQjed-^ttiit of Del^ates of the People^ From 
'j^/ormep,refi)luti9n,,it \$. clear, that the attention of the people 
was intended to be drawn to tl^e probability of a ti^p approach^ 
ing when the liberties ,Qf Britons muft depend iK>t upon re^^on, 
to which they had long ^appealed^ nor upon their power of ^- 
prcffing it, but on their ^rm axid i^d^unted refolution to oppofe 
tyranny by. the fame m^suis by; which i^yi^ exercife^^ ^^'ji'^i^ 
tyranny thofe proceedings which had been had in ,ScotlaQ4 io 

difperfixj^ 
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and dearly declaring an intention tb!!JD{^x>^e^fb^le^by Sorter* 
<i«*4his iil> die iiitisrpretatiod wbich^ I pnt/,Kip6n diefe xefoiiAiohs. 
Wiled)feryo6'in^iH<i)ttt the fimib iiitei|>retfttion upon thef^iiior ncyt 
is fer 70U t6.dfiterminii'( : /''':•?,■' "-^ri' .'...:'!;'! /. •' 

;. OBademeiil, tliefe reib]ution» haybg beeu etitcxi^ hitD hf\M 
Society forCoiAitiuiittnsdinfcrniatvoh:^ thb tydi bf Janftar^; 
mi die '2Ddft bfv.Januafy there .'WLsrai meeting/ 
Caficddie iLondon.C(ihiel|K>ndilig SocieQr'at die. Globe- Taviern; 
Tbe'\pviKcblihgs:.o£ t^at?hicetin^iat die Glohd Tavern are 
fiudilas liakst itindceiSary'&r me tb'calhjrvur particular attehdoit 

'^ Ata General 'TMeetlngJ^of pie- London Correfpdndiiig So« 
^ ciet|^ hUdtdtthe Gkbe;0[latrehi iorthc Strand, on Mondays 
^ Che 20th /da)r;i6£ Jamiai^i 1794^' Cidzen JdKn Martin in thb 
^ diasr,.tfae foHowibgiAddteTsfital^die pkiple'ofi Great Bvitaitt 
<< ^ndlrelaad'wiaiir^diandiagiieed Ito^' Tfaen.dipre follows ail 
Addiefi tot t&eipecpie efLGreaftlfiikaittand Irelkid;, iti proceeds 
2D |brtts-*-^ IF we^ Ibok ta iociani jf^ find that ^acknowledged 
^.iprivikgeaf fdsorpiople^ iDftaeefifordie fiippoh and. proee^oii 
9^: of ' tfaour nghits taikdiilihertieESy tis: attempted: by' terroi' to be 
^ Jtaken.-away/by a:&tie infamous A£i: of Parliambitt-^In Scot- 
¥. labd, theiWicizedifawi'Of fioij^ir.tbai^ I'eenr'inipiidendy exerted 
^' without eVenxfae.wreStcfaeMlfdi'tliality/of'an Ad/of Parliament j^ 
^jWAp&T9it$\hzveiidriiMy^i^ peaceful and lawful 

^ meetings of free men, and by force, not only without law 
^ but agaifflft-Jsni^ bsdps^ iiiidep-teldtipiof hnagifterial office^ 
^ interri^e^'iheiv ddibdratioaSr.alidMtpjte^^ dieir aflbcia- 

^>^>The^wifdomdEirid^aM^boifida^<tf {d^ Briti(h Convention 
^^ at£dinbiirgh'hwh(^!fij6Mia$'kpi'defytheir bitt^reft enemies 
^ * to name die tow wh&cb titeyx' kai^ brclken j notwidiftandii^ 
^' vidiiQh)> dieiir. {^ers isav« Hbebn^/feid^d^ and made ufd of as 
^ eridefioe agriinft^^em^ -andoni^ > virtuous a/id meritorioua 
<( individuals have been as cruelly as imjuftly, for ibeir virtuous 
.¥i>v/.L F ? afiioni, 



^ afiloiK) dtfgraced and Jeftrayed by Ip&mbifi and ilegsi fi^ 
^ fences of- tranfporQitiom'f 

. ^ Citizens^ we all approydi dte fentiments, and are ,d9uly re» 
^ peating dse.iKFords^ fervThkh theie our refpedabk and valua* 
^ ble brethren are thus unjuftly and inbumanly fulfeting* 
^ Wt ittx> affcxaateiy iit order to obtain a £iir^ free, and' M 
^ rqpreTehtion'of the people, in a houfe «f real national ^rcpre* 
<^ Tentative. - Are ive alfo willii^ to be trtated as felons fof 
^^ claiming this our inherent -right, which we amdetermifled 
^ never to forego but with our lives^ and idiicb none 'but 
^^ thieves and. traitors' caiirwifli to withhold from us/' Tben 
they proceed — ^^ If we had not juft caufe to apprehend -the 
i^ (ai^ inhuman. .treatment-fHf, inifacad of .die moft immjnent 
i^ danger^ w^* were in perfeft iafety from it^ Aould yrc not 
^ diCdmi toenjdy anjr libertjr. : or priidkge/Muuc;irer in m^iich 
oiiiihoncft Irifli and Scotch )bredireh did not equally and a^ 
fully ipirticipate wifh usi Theii" caiife^ then^ and ours, j^ 
^ the fame ^ and it is both'tukr daty.and. our intereft to ftand or 
y fall together. The Irifh Fadiameat and dte Scotch Ju(%es, 
^ a£liiated: by d)e fiuhe Engliilt influence, h^ve brought us di- 
". rcftly to: tlje pcnnt. There is no fardier ftep: b^rond that 
^ which they have taken. Wtiare at ijfue*. We mxxSt now 
<^ chufe at once eider Ubcfty. or iTaveryyibcoarfelMes ^od our 
". pofterit^/i-Will you wait till barracks are ere£bd.tn every 
5^ village^ aiidDtill^fuhfidtaedHeffians a^ {Sanovj^riantare yfOf^ 






^ us/'c 



< Gentlemen^ what is.tbia :?-^Is it not a ffaqfaraiiion that the 
XSovemmeht of the Couintiy, and theie Socsette%.afliuning to 
themfelves the charaSer of the people, were at ijfue — that there 
.was oo.&cther ftep beyond: that wfaidi had: Jieea. taken by the 
i^joverniAentH'^ihat the peQple,:therefQre,J muft.^.&eiw.choofir'at 

mce eitb^r/lib^rty or flavecy^ fi>r theniMYes i&d iheir pofioptf' 
I. can confider this no othjelwifi; than a$ aa^^hial tkcU^ati^n tf 
war ag^itiftlthe cofiflituted powtr'^^-am^appeai t§ tkti,/w9rd-^ 
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Oeritlemeii, fliey proceed to fhew that It was their iiitention 
to aft by their oivn force ; for they fay-^* You may aflc, j^r- 
« haps, by what meani (hall we feek fedreft ?*' 

<*' We anfwer, that men in a ftate of ciVih'zed foclety are 
* -bound to feek redrefs of their jgrievances from the laws, as 
^ long as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But our 

* cwnmon matter, whom we ferve, (whofe law is a law of li- 
^ berty, and whofe fervice is perfeft freedom), has taught u^ 
•* hot to cxpeS to gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from 
^ tWfties. We muft have redrefs from our own laws, and nof 

* from the laws' of our plunderers, enemies, and oppreflbrs.** 
Who is ft they ftile thdir plunderers, enemies, and op- 

f)re(tbrs f — The donftltuted Government, and the cdn^ituted 
Legiflatur^ of the Country4 They fay, they are not to expe£t 
redrefs from die laWs to be made by that Legiflature, and to be 
adminifteredby that Government, but that they muft have re- 
drefs from thtW hv)n /^tt/y-— that is, by thoir own force. If they 
could' not (and you know they could not) make laws according 
to the conftitutibn of the Government of this Country, they 
niuft have intended to form a new power equal to making laws ; 
they muft have intended to affume the charafter of the people, 
taking into their own hands the Government of the Country, 
tind a<Siing by force, and according to the fpirit of fuch a dde-* 
gation. If you can give a different interpretation to thefe wdrds 
—if the fearned gentlemen who are of counfel for the prifoner, 
of the prilbrier himfelf, not inferior to any man perhaps for fuch 
a purpofe-^if they can give any other interpretation, you will 

give hhii the benefit of it : I can give no other. It fecms to 

» • • • • 

medfearlyto be a declaration that they would feek redrefs-— 
not from the'Legihature of the Country, adminiftcring the laws 
of that Legiflatufc, but that they would feek redrefs from their 
own law^— -laws which they could not framCj but by afiuming 
40 the^((flves legiflative power ; and laws Which they could not 
«?^eclite> but by afiuming to themfelves the executive Govern- 
flaen* of the Country > fo far, at leaft, as (hould be fufficient to 
execute thefe laws— which muft have been by force. 
*• -' F 2 " Gentlemen, 
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Gentlqme'tx^ they ptoce^ then to ftate the m^mlef in vyiiidi 
they were to make thefe laws, and to execute them-:—** :Xhere 
^ is no redrefs for a nation cjrcittnftanced ^ we are, but in » 
** fair>- frce^ and full rcprefentation of the people/' Then Aey 
declare^ they were determined to obtain that fair, fre% and full 
repreientation of the people which (hould g)ve diem their redr^ ^ 
and how? — *^ Reifs^ved, That duriiig the, enftung ieffioo 'c£ 
^ Parliament, the General Committee of this Society do meet 
^ daily^ for Xhe purppfe of watching the proceedings c^ the 
^ Parliani^nt^ and of the; a^minif^ation of the Government o£ 
•* this Country;" and here they taice up what yns done in the 
Britifli Convention—-** and that upon rfie firft introduftiofv of 
^ any bill or motion mimical to the fiberties pf &e people, fiich 
*f aS| for landing foreign troops* in Great Britaiii or. Ireland; 
** for rtt4>endii>g the Habeas Corpus Ai^| for prcfplajming mar* 
** tialjaw;} or for preventing the people from meeting in Soci^r 
** ties, for. conftitutional information ; or any other innovaction 
<* of a fimilar nature," which may include any thing-—** tha^ 
** on any of ^efe emergencies, t^e General Committee iball 
** ilTue fummonfes to the Delegates of each divificm, and alio to 
^* the Secretaries of the different Societies affiliated and corref-^ 
** ponding with this Society, forthwith to call ,a Qeneral Con* 
** vention of the people, tp be held at fadi a place'and in.fttcb 
«*^ a manner as fhall be .fpecified in ^e fiimoKms, for the. pur- 
**, pofc of taking fuch meafores into ^eir coniideratiom'^ 

Now, Gentlemen, the connexion between this and the Bri"» 
ti{h Convention is clear.->--^Here is the adoption of the very 
fefolutions which the Britifb Convention liad come to i and 
clear and plain it is, that the perlons who penned theie reiblu* 
tipns meant to carry into execution that which dity propofed--^ 
meant to (upport that Conveiltion which they wifhed to afietnbk 
by their own force (for by no other means cOuM they make thofe 
laws which they propofed to make for t})eir r6drefi);. dedarii^, 
that they could not expeft redrefs from the laws of their- pbm^ 
dererers, enemies, and opprefibrs, the conftituted Oovemment 
6f the Country, . . . . ' ■ -. .: 

« Gentkmeo, 
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Gentlemen^ t&ere were feversil xeibkttiQns come to bjr flm Soi^^ 

* ciety on the tyA of January, and which were published together 
- wiA thofe rdblutions of Ae aoth of January--*— I afk pardon 
-fcr d^Ccribing thetn as refolutions-N.-*— they are toafts which were 
•ik^mk at the^anniverfiury dinner on the 20th» but they, were puk- 

iifbed together with ^ refoluttons I have ftated, by an order of 
the Committee on the 23d of January, They were toaAs giv«n* 
. ^ the afmiva-&ry meeting of the Society on that very 20th of 
.January, when diefe refolutions were come to: 

^ The Bights pf Man, atid may Britons never want fpirit to 
'-^f aflertthem.'' 

^ The Britifli Convention lately hdd at Edinburgh, and fuc- 
." cefe to the important objeft it had in view/* 

^ Citizen WHliam $kirving, charged by the fentence of the 
-^ Court of Juftictary with the honour of being the caufe of 
^ ^ calling that Convention." 

^ The J^ondon Correfponding Society, and other patriotic 
,^< Societies of Great^Britain and Ireland/' Then there are fc- 
veral others of the different Deputies and Societies. 

^ Succefs to the arms of Freedom ag^nft whomibever di« 
^^ je£l:ed, and confufion to Defpots, with wfaomfoever aUied'' 
. ^ AJl that is good in every Conftitution, and mg^j we never 
.^ be fuperftitious enough to reverence in any that which is 

• ^' go^dfur nothingt^* What it was that was *f g^od for nothing^* 
I tbin]c a part of the evideni;:e, which will bp product to you» 
will very c)early fhew^ 

^^ Citizen Thomas Paine ; may his virti^e rife fuperior to ca-> 

*^ luzQny ai>d fufpipon, and his name ftill be dear to Britons/* 

There are others which I (hall not trouble you with, 

On the ^4th of January, 1794, the Society for Conftitutional 

Jnformatfon came tp this re^lution; ^ A motxoii was mad^ 

.<^ that it be refolyed that the moft es^dlent addrefe of the London 

.^^.Correfponding Socie^ be inferted in the books of diis So* 

^ ciety j" .and then there is Ais refolution ; ** That the London 

^^ CQrre^onding Sodety have .deferred well of their Counti^* 

kk ^efolyed^ that ^e Seq'etary be ordered to caufe fi»rty thott^ 

F 3 **<W4 
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^ fkii copies of the addrcTs, tke fpeeoh^ sni^beib refolutionS) 
^< to be printed on one (heet, and properly diftributcd in £ng« 
^ land, Scotland) and Ireland.'^ ^ Refolved, that thefe refiriiadons 
^ be puWiflied in the newfpapcrs." With rcJpc^ to tfacfc rc- 
fclutions I underftand that a confiderable partis in tlie hand* 
ivriting of the prifoner aft the bar, and iffhiAy I believe, will not 
be diiputed. ■ 

Gentlemen, thefe proceedings neceilarily led to that which 
followed. You fee that the proceedings of the jyth of January, 
the 20th of January, and the 24th of January, were clearly in- 
tended to lead to the aflembling, at a time when it (hould be' 
thought expedieiit, another Britiih Convention. On the 28th 
of March the Society for Conftitutional Informaticm received a 
letter from the London Correfponding Society, dated the 17th 
o£ March; it was a letter written by the Secretary of one So- 
ciety to the Secretary of the other. '' Citieen, I am dire&ed, 
?f by the London Cprrefpond^ng Society, to tranfink the follow- 
fi ing refolutions to the Society for Conftitutional Infonnatios, 
^ and to requeft the fentiments of that Society refpectit^ the 
f^ important meafures which the prefent juncture of aiEiirs kern 
<* to require. The London Correfponding Society conceives 
^y that the moment is arrived when a full and explicit dedara- 
^ tion is neceiTary from all the friends of freedom ; whedier the 
<^ late illegal and unheard of pnofjcutions and fentences ihall de- ' 
^\ tecmine us- to abandon our caufe, or fliall excite us to purfue 
'^ a radical Reform, with an ardour proportioned to the magni- 
if tuide of the objed, and with a zeal as diftinguiflied^ on our 
' V parts as the treachery of others, in the fame glorious caufe, is 
^ notorious* The Society for Conftitution4 lafofmation is 
f* therefore required to determine \djetbcr. or no they will be 
^f ready, when called upon, to a£l in conjunction with this and 
ff <^her Societies, to obtain a £iir reprefentation of the people. 
M .Whether they concus. with us in feeing the neceifity of a 
;*^.Xpeedy Convention, for the. purpofe of . obtaining, in a oon-r' 
.^ ftitutional and legal method, a redreis .of thofe grievances 
llf .under whifh ^ ^t prefent labour, and which can qnly be efiee- 
, .. • ''/.'' 4^ tually 
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''^ tually removed by a fiiR and fiur i^efentsitfoii ofiW ptoa^ 
** ciT Greit-BritdJni The London Correl|»nding'S!eK!fctycm-» 
«• not Uut rtmind tHcif fiiends that Ac preTent crifis ddnaAds all * 
*•"" the prudence, unanimity, and vigoitf -that ever iva« ia fean be ' 
^^exertect by men and Britorts; n6r do they doi^t but tiiat 
**' manly firmricfs and cimliftexkytiHH' Anally, and, Acy bdicvfe,' 
*^:feortly, terminate in Ac full accomplHhment of ill Acir 
«<^wAes.*' Then fifllow Ac rcfolutloits. 
' • '^ Refolved unanfmonfiy,' Pfrft, Aat dear as juftlce and It- ' 
« berty are to Britons, yet Ae value of them is comparatively 
**' final!, without a dependence oii Acir permanency, a»d there 
•** can be nofecurity for Ae continuance of any right but Uie^uol 
^ laws/* • t ' 

*^'SicoAd, That equal laws can never be cjcpefted bat by a 
*« fuH and fear rtprefentatlon of Ac p^pk; to obtain which, in ^ 
^ the' way pointed out by Ae Conftitution, has been, and is, Ae * 
**foleobj6ft of 'this Society} for this we are teady to hazard' 
*^ tvtty things and never, but with our Uves^ will we rdin<> * 
'*" quIA an* dbjeft which involves Ae happineft, or even Aepo-i 
** litical exiftence of ourftllves and poftcrtty.'* ' - . 

^ Third, That it is Ac decided opinion of this Society, Aat,' 
^^ to fecure onrfelves' from ftiture iHcgal and fcanddous profecu- 
<*' 'trdns, to prevent a repttidon of wicked and unjuft fcntences, 
*^ and to tecal* Aofc wife and wholcfon^ laws Aat have been * 
" wpefted from us, and of which fcarccly a veftige remains,' 
«** there ought to be immediately a Conventioi< of Che People 
«' by Delegates, depicted for that purpofe from Ac diiierent So- * 
<* cleties of the Friehds of Freedom, aflbmbled in the various' 
** pkrts 6f Ae nation} and* we pledge ourfelves to Ae public to' 
^ purfuc every legaj method fpeedily to apcomplilh fo defireablq" 
«< a purpofe,'* • 

' Gentlemen, J you wBl dbferve that Ais letter and Aefe uefo- 
lutions are ampfy larded wiA Ae words legal and conJHtuihnaK 
The ihfertloh^f Acfe wordst will not make Aofe Aings tegaf 
and coriftitutionaF wliidi iire not fo, If you. fee Aat Ae'direCt 
f^lidc^y of ap^efc -proceedings was to call aConventioiiof tl«r 
I •' "'- J ^ ^ People, 



People irtjoiiwve-^ i^uf54^ ypxM.^ {^(^y^m nMch 
1 h9^¥€^^stib^tQ you-^^ tp iefQureopifelvcs j^cmji fixture iUq^ 
<c ( ^nA 6;s^^^$, froScamonh foi iPV^^!^ 3, rropotifioa, of , wickc4 
<'^9^^I^^ft..iQ9IHi^oce$, ^ tojiecal tbofe wlfi^.and wbolefomc 
<Vb!9^tJ]^tJ|if»v)s bee^ li^eiit^ frpoi.iiay and o( which: fearcely, a 
**, vi^lge fqgaij^V . G^fii^^ ws« o^t, d^ ayjo^wid, puq?^ 
for m^ich ^s Co^feptia^f^ of dicv P^eopl^. ;w;»s to be. aQSbso^kd* 
to alter the ^ole frame aod (j&cjjLfii thii^ -^. Under th^.prc- 
tence of iecurmg diemfelve^ fropf futuxe, illegal profecuiuoiffs, 
under pretence of prevon^ng ^ repetition of, mcked and . unjuft 
£intei>ce% and under pretence of, recaUijq^..^ife and wbolefonie 
lj|w% which, they aflerted, had been wrefted froox thein» actd of. 
which, theyfaid, icarcely a veftige remained. 

To d^ kttwr is added, ^ I have toinfiarm you, {hat a. General 
^^Meetjiig of th^ ^ociel^^will b^bplden on Moi^d^Yf the :14th 
^<. of ,April,,rthe. place to be anqpunced by pifblfC. advexti&«t 
^} menfe" This^ which. is a ibrt of ppjftfcript^ .ia,platerial,•be- 
€auie yov^^wtU. fijid.tbat Qi^ng on Monday, ;(;h/e 14th pf April, 
wbich wa^ ajmeeting of t^e Corrqiponding:. Society^ at ^ place 
called Chalk Farm,< not w^nijE9pqrtant part ;Qf. the rproceedings 

. Upon tbefe refoiutioiu the S.oc;ift^fQr.?Conftit;utjo^ Infor* 
mation refc4|Ked — ^^. That it ia. fit ,9Jfi proper^ ^d the duty of 
^\ tbi? Society,, to fend aaanfwer. t9 the Londoa Correfponding 
«^ Societiy." : ^ 

. ^ Qrder^, That the Secjretary acqfiajnt .thei London Cor^ 
<^. .refjpfipiiijAk Society that, we h^ve received. their conununicaticin, 
i zad be4urtify ca^jtr, with tb^m in^the. abje^s tbff havi in 
vUwi and ^ that for the.purpofe of 9 more fpeedy and eiFedua} 
coi^pera(ipi% we invite them to fend to this iSkOciety, next 
^ Friday evening, a delegation of fome of their memll;^;^" 

In. cpnieqi^ence of thi^. a deleg;ition,did^.t^e, places a^cl^ 01^ 
^e 4tb.of A^il, at the zneetiog of the &ociel7y/(;>r Co^ftitu^ 
tjonal Informatib^ the prifoner at the.bar aj^ppfing to be prer- 
ieiit, as he Wf^ alfoN^ the meetiii^^on ti^^j^jSthiof ^a^i^h, there 
unisxeada letter from^e Committee. Qf.the,.Lo(idQO Corref« 
. . S , t ponding 
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poniisag. Society^ aeqoaintin^ ^e l^ie^ for Conftitntiqiial la^ 
ii}nnattoii» diat they had deputed perfons.of the i^os of Mowce^ 
Th^lwBll^ Hodglbn, Loretb ^^ fiaxtpr^ tp hold a.coiifeipejji^ 
with die members of the Society for Copfti^utipoal InfaJii|a<». 
tion, . AccQjrdingly tbefe- i^ve perfQns atteilded),^d.it i^ re- 
folv^^ ^ That adekgfition of five members of thf (^ooilim*. 
^ tiqn^ .Society) ihpidd be ajqpointed.to meet tbe members de**. 
^ puted by the London Conre(jpoj»dixig Sodetiy/' The ^* 
fens appointed were of the names of S)^pe> Joyce, Warfil^ 
Holcroit, . and Kydd i suid .the Socijpty refolyed, ^ That .theie 
^ perfons he ^ deputation to cpnfec wil;^. the Deputies of ^ 
^ Ifpndan Correfponding Society." Tbe. Society theii left the 
room, and conference began between the jUep^ilies of thp tp9 
Societies. -The Conftituti^pal.;SQcie^ aifoc^oie. to a.refolu* 
tion that there ibould be appointed a C(^xunitte^.pf ^Corref- 
pondenceof theniembersof the Society* Thisf Commi^ee cC 
Coirejpondence I adverted tp in an .early ^a^ K)f my.addr(& tc» 
yoiuas an.in^ance, of iamp qS.^^. members of the. Society 
for Conftitutional loformation^ aiming ^t ^e fame fort pf ma**. 
nagementof their Society, by a finall Committee, as had taken 
place in the other Societies. The peribns who compofed the 
Committee of Corre^ondence. were Mr. Joyce, Mr, Bopney^ 
Mr*. Sharpe, Mr, Pear(bn» Mr. Tooke, and Mr, Wardle^ 

The Delegates from the two Societies, who were . to confer 
upon the fubje<^ of the propoied Convention, having come to 
refolutions upon the fubjed, on the JXth of April, 1794^ Mr. 
Joyce made a report, ^ prifoner beiag prefent. The entry 
in die book is««t^ Mr« Joyce made the report of the meeting 
^ ef the Delegates of the , London Correfpoxxiing Society, for 
^« the purpofe of diis Society co-operating with the London 
^ Correfponding Society, ^^d that they had come to the fol-t 
♦* lowing refolutions: 

^ Firft, Reiblved, That it appears to this Committee very 
^ defirable that /i General Megting^ or Canvintion of tho 
^ I'ri^ds of Liberty, ihouid be called for the purppfe of taking 

H into 



««*irito confidcrationfbc proper m^tfiods of bbtafning afiSI-'andT 
« fairrepfefehtation of the peoplfe.**^ - - :/...' 

•w' Second; Refoivcd,* That' it 1^ ^ommendca to'fhe'SAdcty 
<* for Cohftitational Information, and the London Correfpohd- * 
** 'ing Society, to mftitute a regular and preftng correfpohdelice 
^ with all thofe parts of the Country where fuch m&SuTcirtti2y 
<*'be likely to be promoted, not Only to inftigate Afe Sorfkies 
•'already formed, but to cndeavotxf aifd to produce fuclf othbr 
« afibciations as may further the ginerardbjeft.** '' * ' *'* 

« Refotved,'That It appears to this Cotnmittfee thk the' gc- 
« neral objeS A^ill tt much ^promoted if a ftanding Committee 
«* of cO-op6i^adon, tet^een the two Societies, were ' eftaftKflie J 
*■ for the purpofe of holding perfonal oommunicatiori With'ftich 
^ members of fimilar Societies in other parts of the Country, as 
« may occafionally be in London^ and who may be atkthorSbd 
^ by the rcfpefHve Societies to aft'wkh flich Committees/* 

Thefi they rdafl a lettter from the Secretary of the London 
Correl{)on<15n5 Sodety, dated thi ioth of April, i794,*ftatMg, 
feat he was ordered by the Committee of Delegates bf *the* 
London Correfponding Society, to inform the Society for 
Conftitutiona! Information, that they approved the' refohidons 
4^ the Committee of Conference j ** therefore the London Cor- 
<* refponding Society have chofen five perfons (whom they^ 
«* name) to put' in practice Immediatclv the fecond and third 
^ refolutions of the Committee.'* 

' Then it was rcfblvcd, ** That the report of the Committee 6f 
** Delegates fronr the- London Correfponding Society, and of 
^ this Society^ b^ entered on th? books of this Sixriety.** 
' «* Refolvcd, That it appears to tbis Society very defirable' 
" that a General* Meeting of the Friends of Liberty Ihould^be' 
" called, for the purpofe of taking into confl<Jeriti6n the proper me^ 
**- thods of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation of the people/* 
' *' Refplved, That if appears tpthts Society that the general 
" objeft will be miich promoted if a ftandfhg Committee of co-^ 
^ operation were eftablrfticd 5*' repeating the rcfolutbni^ of *e 

Qom-f 
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Cc^hmittee, mth this variatiaa that you obferve in the report oC Ae 
Committee^*«^Iti$refoIved, that itappearsto the Commictee^ that 
^ a Gen^isd Meeting (orConyemion) of the friends of Libcttjr 
^ : ihould be called, for the purpofe of taking intotonfideration the 
'H pi»per methods of obtaining a full and lair reprdentation of the 
"^^ people/' Upon this, I underftand, there was a ibrt of debate 
aboutthe ufe of the W(»^d Convention ; andit was fitppoTed that the 
: w<9a^ Convention was v^ term which had in itfelf lometKing x^ 
fenfive, and therefore the tenn Convention was omitted, and the 
word Meeting only remained. The difference betwe^ ^^ Meeto 
*^ Ing" and " Convention" will be very difioilt to difcover. 

. Then diore was a refdution, << That die Committee of Cor- 
.%i reipondence already appointed by t)us Society, be the Com^ 
>< mittee for co-operation and conununication with the Commits 
♦* tees of other Societi^s*^' 

** Ordered, That the Secretary be defired to fend a letter tb 
'^ d|e London Correipondi^ Society, acquainting them widi 
** the Members of this Society appointed to confer with them," 

** Refolvedi That Mr» Joyce be reqoefted to accept of tbft 
^ office of Secretary to the Compjittee of Correfpondencc^ 
** Mr. Joyce being prefent accepted of the faid oHicer'- 

On the ad of IV^ay there was a fort of anniv^fary difiner of 
the SocieQr for Conftitutional Information, at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, when fome toafts vfcre. drank, which w3I be 
Aated to yop, and which appear to follow the fame Ibrt of 
principles which had been repeatedly adopted by this Society^ 
^d ftrong as ^ey appear to be, they feem very little ftronger 
than thofe before adopted *^ The J^ghts of Man," «* Tlie 
^ armies cpntending for Jiherty," and feveral odiers. When ibey 
ihall be Bead to you, yqu will fee what they are, and what ef* 
fcQ, they ought to have. 

Gentlemen, there had taken place, in the mean time, the 

meeting pf the 14th of April, of the Corresponding Society, it 

Chalk Farm. The proceedings at that meeting have (be £une 

. tendenpy. You will, when they fhall be read to you, fee what 

fffcci. yqa ough^ to ^iye to them, X^ere is one thing, how- 
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«\r€|:, which I wUiineritionr^I am.fehy.to clebun yoq .£> long;, 

f^ , therefore I f aither run ovsr. the ,ht(dr . part of- ^ cafis^. be- 
caMic, I think;, I.have. Aated enough Id iotahic you ta.jbmn a ge* 
iH^al comprehefiTiye vkw of. the wfaole)*«-4t ^8 a kttor iram the 
Loii4on Corri?f{^9^ifig Society to the Society of the Friends df 
.the PeopI^,. jfrpm \Khicb. it, is manifefty that the Friends erf" the 
J^eqple held thepi.fe^v^$.^opf frt9m ih^ie. Societies* and therefore 
^ condu^ pf the Friends of the. People diftin&ly called ..upon 
.^fe Soqieti^ ,to .explain* and avow their principles, if their 
jpi;inciples were net tboie. which might be deemed dangerous to 
the Conftitutipn of .th^ Country^ , . , • 

Upon the X2th (»f. May the ^Secretaries to the two .Societies 
were apprehended ^ aod upon the 1 6th,. I thinks the prifoper at 
jifae bar was ^ %pp\fehended« There had been, in the mean 
time, a fort of circular letter, written by the . Secret^ of. the 
,London Correfponding Society, for the purpofe ^f invitihg the 
.different country Societies to fend Delegates to the pro{k>fed 
Convention i. and it appears that the Committee of Covoperation 
.;wd Correfpondence was fitting, I think, at a place in Beaufort 
Buildings, in the Strand, where Mr, Thelwall, who was one of 
the Members of the Correfponding Society, and an aflbciated 
Member of jthe Conftitutional Society, gave lectures. The 
Committee of Coroperation was fitting, for the purpofe of carr 
lying jnto execution the plan which bad beea formed ; and at 
that moment it was that the arreft. of the feveral perfons* who 
)iave been taken into cuftody, took places 

Gentlemen, I would call to .your recoUe£lion what mu& have 

• been the probable confequences if the Convention, propofed to 
.{uye been aflembled by thefe perfons, had a<%ually. aijembled, 
.The refolutions of the 17th of January, the 20th of January, 

and the ^4th of January, appear to me clearly an4 decifively tQ 

• prove that the object which they, had in view, in calling a 

• Convention of the People, was to carry into execution, by means 
0f that Convention, the feveral objo&s which they ct^tail 
in (heir feveral addreiTes^ and when you recoiled the terms of 
thofe addredes, you muft alfo recoiled that the^ are e^cprefled it) 
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fcch . terms ^f * might letd : W any . tWng ;* ' atiA tWt lu Ao • ^gtafr 
vrhatever do diey diftkkdty l«»d lo a fimpl^i.Ridlbrai! m di($ Coom. 
fiitiidoii (^ thei Hoofe of Co^Qunons. But if Aey had* for tlurir. 
objeft-a fimph RefonA. In the*ConftitiHion of the Hauie of 
Commons^ to be ^S^e&eA by means of fuch a Canventiori^. aft«i 
kig by its o^n law^ and' not by the .IftwS <of the conftituted 
LegtAatl^C) : their |)CQC^ing to a&mbie fiich a C^onviehdon, 
wcHild] b^ ckjittily . the 'crime of High Trcafon— becaufe d« 
Convei^ion tnuft necbffiuily deprive the conftituted Legiflatixni 
of its powers ;bdbretbky>c€Add a£b in-^t capacity; and muft 
fubflitute themfdves (at k^ft.fer the particular purpofe) in ^ 
pl^(;e c^ th^jt conftituted ; i«giflature» When dieie ihen re« 
folved> tberefbtrc) to cacp6£t redrefs only from dieir on^n law^ 
and not from tiie laws of llicir (;nemteS) iidunderers, and oppre& 
fom, they declared that thtir.obje& was to take the remedy into 
therrowjol handsj'and to aft tipon that principle, >\ 

.Gentlemen^ what pan be iaid in. apfwer to this cafe if proved; 
and X have reafon to .think, fiom'experioice, that the principal 
(d^ Vkicb I.fcave Anted, ^cannot be coiitrOverted by evidencej 
or explained away by argument Becaufe I am fure if dthef 
eould have been' :d(>ne, pr SC.both jcottld have been done, that 
either on^ or both would hif«e been done ona former occaiion. 
I^ tbere^e, urn firmly perfiiaded that the &3s of the cafe can^ 
not b^i cont-rovert^ ?2tfid tixa.t.^ok hSti, remaining uncbntroi 
verted>^ clannot be ex^Iaiinedaway^ ' 

Gentlemeii^ It itaybe jaid thatthe Prifoner at flic bar, what^ 
ever might . be/ tb«< vi<^jSi^a/.<)f others, or whatever might be the 
motiyei oft o^r% wa^ ibitetfelf of a diflferent ^defcriptioh. But 
it is impi^ffible ihatt a mto of his abjliti^ and of his charadbo^ 
ibould.-i^priefent him^lf aa-a man deceived or dehsded. He may 
aflert that W§ prin^ipWs were totally adverfe to thofe. of perfons 
who might vifli ^fot a new wder of thihgs,' except fo fer as a 
.Reform in the Commons Houie of Parliament ( prefer ving every 
oth^r pari of the Coaftituition} might be.Mk obje^; and that he 
had 40 'concepti<)n of obtainmg ^at cbjeSt by^ any odier means» 

than 



Aan fte lawfully donfthuted Lcgiflrfture*" It Will, perlM^s, b^ 
iSktt^d that he has tipon various dccafions dcpreffei hifnlelfa^ 
a man attached to th^ Conftitutioit of his Country } attached t<^ 
Ae hcmEtary Momrdiy, and to the * Houfe of Lords ; that b<r 
U$ always profef&d to approve of bdth^ ' 

; Even fuppoiihg^ Gentlemen, that, infsi&i his opinions did iifof 
go with thbfe perfons who meant the deftfu£tion of the Conftitu- 
tfcm ; and that he had that attachment, which it Inay be pfetihided 
bebad--^d we not know that per^s who havfe ihad opinicMis ad- 
verfc ta the meafures chat they have porfued, have ft9l purfuetf tfiofe 
aseaiSires. What was the cafeof Ae Prbtcftant Lords^ and odier^ 
m the Rebellions m 'Iji^ ^^ ^745 5 ^^^ indeed^ df feme frt 
fhe reign of King William, whtie ofcjeft was to reftore the 
Fretendefy which would in aU' prbbahaKty, in the tftid— thougte 
ftcy perhaps \feittered thanfelves to the contrary, have re-efta- 
blMhed Popery In this GotmO-y if It had been efifeded* Were 
Ihey fefs guilty of TVeafon, becatiiS their wifhes werC; jicrhaps^ 
for the prcfervation of the Conftitution, and of therehVlon of 
the Country^ whilfr they ehdMvoured, from other motives, t;> 
put a diffirrent Prince upon the Throne. 

However, we know men frequently profefs that which thiy do 
not mean— ra man .may have Monarchy on his lips, when Js heart 
« is hr fiom id Lord Lovat, for inftance, was perpetuaHy proteft- 
ing Ms Byalty^ tvfailft hb was engaged for' a courfe of yeans in d^cp 
fi-hemes to overturn that Government to which he profefled and 
avowed fuch loyaky.' The language of the French Oonventton 
in. 171^1^ is nodtz^d by Mr. Paine, by Mr. Barlow, -and others 
jiT. their eulbgifli, whofe works are admired by the l^rifoner at 
Ae. bar. SeVerrtt'Df the Members of that' Convention, fpoke 
•iririi the greateft tevejnence of Monardiy, until the tkne was 
coiisTEL when they xhdtxght they ccyuld overturn it* And we have 
a mcmbrable'tnftance.diat the greateft' of traitors' may profefs at- 
tacbintsnt in the moment of the deepeft treafon. We know that 
the: vilefi: tfaftor pydfefled his loyalty whilft he was ccmt^nplat- 
ingatt aft .^f;the^;meaneft treachery, and i^ the completion dF 
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fbax aa tneAi ^ HaU MafterT^ and kiflea him. But ibe$ i» 
follow becaufe a flnan holds die language of loyaltyi dutf heii» 
therefore loyal. It certainly does not'foQow* 

If die PrifoAdr was loyal to the Conffitutbn ef . his Country, 
whfttdidhe mean by hisrefiJutioiis on the.fubje£lof> the wocksi 
^ Rsiilie^ of Barlow, and feveral othct' refolntions wbidi.have 
been debiled to you, and which bear, at.leaft, Co. the tkiwaf 
Ordinary. men, a dire£Uy difFersnt tendency* What did he m«an 
by die Addrefi to the ^cobins, when he fpokeof.theai^ «a feU 
low4abpitrers with him in die fame caufe i What dkl he. oieaa 
by the Addireiles to the National Convention, by the introduce' 
. tions to diofe Addrelfes? What did he n^ean when he fpokc of 
the Yipers Ariftocraicy and Monarchy, pantii^ and Wfithtfi|( 
under 'die grafp of iniant freedom I Did he paean, to fs(y .that he 
was loyal and attached to Monarchy and ^Axiftooracy rWhcn.be 
deitotninalted them vipers, and when heddcsibed them asjn diK 
very moment of ex tin<Slion ? ^ * . * .. 

Did he mean to exprefs his loyalty by die admiffioa of .Saint 
Andre, Barrere> and Roland int» his Society, by; bedding out 
their fpe^ches upon the fu1]je£b of a National Convendon^ and 
the trial of die King, to the view of the people of thb Country } 
Why were there Secret Committees, and why a Convention of 
the people, if his purpofes were perfe£Uy loyal, if he meant only 
that which he pretends he meant, if he meant nothing but an 
application to the Legiflature of die Country, for that Reform 
which he conceived to be proper ? If, therefore, witneffes fhould 
be called in any number, to any fuch declarations of loplty^ 
can they make any change in your fentiments?, Can they take 
the words out of the feveral Addrefles ? Can they take out the 
words " the vipers Ariftocracy, and Monarchy," and a thou- 
fend cxpr^ffions of the fame fort ? Can they blot out the pro- 
ceedings of the Britifh Convention which he has approved ? Can 
they deftroy the refolutions of the 17th, of the 20th, and the 
24th of January ? If not, what purpofe can they ferve ? At the 
utmoft the produdHon of fuch evidence can be only an attempt 
to oppofe negative evidence, in itfelf utterly improbable, to pofi- 

tivc 
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tfve cefKmony of &£U^ iiriiid^ undd: ithe eirdiDhfiaacrs^ I 
fbiak you will ;bt perfuaded, canhot^^be. acooimted for » an]f 
manner conilflent widi {uch. evidenced •. . . 
• I' {ball fit (ioMrn> therefore^ GoRtleDaeby in tbe fiiU perfiiaffon 
tfiai: the evidence .^teluch will be pcoduced to you.caiiodt be con« 
trovertbd, and that its effe£ks ca&aot be ONitro^ited^.tfa^ it 
tvitffiiliy prove .fhe i charge of High Xrea£Mi Gon&ined in the 
ifld»£fat}6ru ;' and*' that < you, mindftil of your oath$^ miodfiil of 
the' hanpcrtatit charge you have» tiUtt to your .ve]xii&' is com-* 
mitted the iafeguavd of the Comftitution of this Country^ as lar 
a& the admtniihation of its laws can be ita iafeguacd*. 'Mindful 
tt the fame time .that> the Piiibner at. the bar it oile of the Mem-* 
bersiof that Socie^^ and i^ likewife findividwdly :a$.much witb^ 
in' jEoiir protd£Uon^ as; the Cf>Ue<5ltve body of that So^ty is, 
and that» therefore^, .ybu aref as n]ucb,-bi>^hd tpidf^ juftiice ta 
MxTij as you arel boiibito do jufiicfe to that So^ety. ;. Yet mincU 
ful of the duty that you owe to tHaft Scipiety^ yQi}:^^ to give 
% juftiand true^.and ad honefl y^rdi^ You. ^rei not 40:.be 
ddudod by pretences^ but are fjo'en4e^VoUr t^ diiCfpt^r Wb^ 
tbe truth of th0 cafe.i% and:hamg difcOver^ it, t^ giife your 
vontiiSb accordingly^ 
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Thi Aiadet will ohfirve^ tbatfuch of the paper i reiid in tvidekci 
upon this trialj as were read on the trial of Thomas Hardy ^ 
are not reprinted in thisy hut references made to the pages in 
Hardy* s Trial lifhere they are to hefoundk 



EVIDENCE FOR THE CfeOWN. 

Mu Thomas Maelean^ (fworn) 

Examined by Mr. Bower. 

^ Yoil are one of Ae King's meflengers ? 

A Yes. 

^ Did you ever go to the houfe of a perfon of the name. of 
Daniel Adams ? • . . ■ ^ ■ 

jfi Yes ; I went by virtue of a Wari^nt from the Secretary of 
State, on the I2th of May, in the morning, a little before eight 
o'cloak, tothehoufeofMn Daniel Adams v and I took him into 
cuftody^ together with his books and papers^ 

^ Look at that book^— Is that one of the books you feized 

diere ? 

A Yes, it is. 

[The b^ok io4s put into Court il^ 

" Mr. IViUiam fFoodfally (fworn) 
Es&mined by Mr. Law. 

^ Is this the hand writing of MnTooke ? fflieWirig ft bctok 
to the witnefs.) 

A I believe this patt (pointing it out) is j but I clnnot 
fwear it. 

^ You^ are not alked to do that 

J. I never faw this entry-— I mean merely to fay, for my 0^n 
fake, and that of the Jury, diat I only fwear^ that, as &r as re- 
f«mblance of hands ftrikes me^ this is Mn Toofcc's Writing.*— 
I have feeQ him write, but not fo often as his writing has pafTed 
through my hands. * 

^ But, however, from writing that you have feen, you ar© 
able to form a judgment ?. ... 

Vot. I. G ' / tci»«« 



A. I candot fay I am able to fcKtn a decifive judgmefti ; but I 
iievci &om the rdemUance of hands, it is his faiad^wriAing* 

Cfofs-examined by Mr. ^ooke. 

^ Are you fureyoa have feen me wrrite I 

J. Yes. 

^ How long ago? 

i^. Some years ago; I believe^ fuH feveiiteen j the peri€>d is a 
memorable one j I allude to the circumftance of an advertifement 
&>r a fubfcription for the widoovs,, orphans^ and aged parents o 
the Americans who loft Aw lives at Ac battle of Lexington. 

^ That was in I775> nixjeteen years ago ? 

A. Yoa arc perie£tly right ; it was nineteen yotrs ago* 

^ I know the time; for I was pro&cuted for it.i— 1 know 
' you have a good memory of what you hear*— you have a good 
memory too of what you fee* 

jf. The Tta&sn why I inftaneedf this cafe was, becaufe it was 
a memorable one, and is upon reoord. — You delivered to me, m 
my brother^ counting-hou&, a cq)y of die^ advertifemeQ^ upon 
which I think you wrote the words ** For the London Packet 
^ and Morning Chronicle." — When the trial e&me on, two 
years afterwards,, at Guildhall, an indifflerent witnefi, whofe 
name I camiot precifcly recolLe^ proved the hand-writing ia 
the fame way as I have, if it can be called proofs—My brotber 
was ca}Ud before me, and he ftated the£a6ks ; and one was,.diat 
you delivered to him one of thoie copies, to» be fimt. round to 
die ojEher papers ; they were delivered ta him and me^ and ypu, 
in the courfe of your examination, admitted you gave it him for 
fiich and fuch a purpofe. The record I %;ak of is the printed 
copy of ite Trials from Mr»Gurney's notes,, who is,.! believe, 
the moft aocurftte Ni>te-taker pf his time.^-*-I don't, know that I 
&ave ever -fe6ii you write but once f but fome of your wiitix^ 
ftais paftd thJTCMi^ my bands fo latiely as the year ijgu 

^ Do you fwear that is my hand-writing, of: onjf tint 
jnaimderAajid it fio-be fi^? : ,, 

J^ That I think fo. Then the very paper that I de^vere^ 
friodi vitas^^roduced by the Solicit(ir for the Crownj^in Cour^ was 
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tworn to by a third perfon, and in die courfe of the exattiiiia« 
tion jrou recogmsed the fa£L 

^ Then I underftand you to fpeak of that whidx was writ* 
ten nbeteen years ago? 

jt. Yes } and partly refrefibed by fubfequent Wf itbg of your 
own. 

^ What you did not fee me- write) but fuppofed to be my 
writing— »The laft time you iaw mc write was ninateen years 
'ago? 

J. Yes* 

#. Do yott mean to fwear that is my hand- writing f 

jf^ I mean to fwear to the beft of my recolfaedion aiid belief, 
jBrom the refendilancae of hands, that it is your hand«^writing* 

A^. LaWi Be fo good as look at dits entry .in the book. 

j/. I belieVe die body of it to be Mn Tooke's hand-writing } 
the fignature, *< William Tooke Harwood, Chairman," appears 
not to be Mr. Tooke's hand*writing» The particular* reafon 
that makes me doubt it is^ the r's in the body of the paper and 
the r in the word Chairman are difierent. 

A^. Toeke* But all the reft you take to be my hand^writing ? 

A. The body only* 

J/r. Tooki. I only aik the quefticm i the hand-writing may 
be fairly admitted* I think I could give to the profecutor a 
great deal more than he has diarged me with. I will not delay 
the. Court with any more queftions* 

Air. Lttw^ It may be read.*«4t purports that Mr» Tooke 
Vfm a Member of the Conftitutiohal Society. 

Air. Tnh^ Ohy 1 admit it~I admit all that that paper cohm 
tains* 

Mr, Garrmu Thde are ^e minutes of a Meeting of die 
Conftiautbnal Society on the^sSth of March, 1794^ 
- AAr. Twki^ If die Gendemen will be fo good as fiiew me 
any thing which I wrote^ I will £ive them the time and troidble 
ai£ caUifig wttiieffin to tt-»-I mil a<fanit it| if diere fllouid be 
a doubt| then they may call witneiTes to iu 

G a JLcrd 
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Lord'Cht^ ytijilce Eyri, In a cafe of this nature, (6 extreifijefy 
penal to the prifoner, I do not think that the prifoner fho^ld 
•be caQed ufjon by the Counfd for the profecution to look at a 
paper and to fay whether he thinks it is his hand, or whether h^ 
choofes to atknowledge it or not. 

Mr, Tooke* I offer it freely and willingly, 

Lerd Chief J^Jiue Eyre. I fee you do, but I fhould not feel 
very comfortable if it happened that you had admitted, ^ividiout 
proof, fome paper of which more ufe was made afterwards than 
yx>u at the time were aware of, or thought there could be. 

Mr. Tooke. I prc^ft, before God, I have . never doiie- an 
a£l:ion, never written a fentence, never uttered a fyllable in 
public or private, I have never entertained a thought of any 
important political nature which, taken fairly, with all the cir- 
cumftances of time, place, and occafion, I have the fmalleft 
heiitation now to admit; I choofe my life and character (hould 
go together* I wifii to admit all I have ever &id, done, or 
written, to fave time. 

Lord Chief Jitftice Eyre. I ihould prefer that die evidence 
fbouldtake its courfe in the. ordinary way, becaufe I do not 
think that any prifoner is quite competent to take upon himfelf to 
admit evidence which may be produced againft him, die whole 
efFe£t of which he may not happen to difcoven > 

Mr. Tocie. If it was a matter of Libel I would not dofo^ but I 
will in a matter of High Treafon, where fubtle arguments- can- 
4iot take place^ as I imagine; and if they caxi^ I deitre to. betbe 
firft man that dies upon that doiSlrine : if any man is to die upon 
-a do£fa:ine of that kind, i am old enough to wifll to be the firft 
man, becaufe I am fure I (hall be the laft. I anxloufly wifll -to 
iborten die proceedings upon diis trial, by admitting every 
thing I have iaid, written, or done ; I am not at all afraid 
.of the .confbu6tion, I am not at ail afraid of the confe- 
quence. . 

Lard Chief Jujlice Eyre. I 4o not wifli to depart from die 
ordinary rule that has prevailed j'n criminal cafes« 
' '\ Mr* 
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Mr. Gdrr9w. We wifli to have the entry t)f did '28th of 
March, 1794, read. 

(It was read.) 

\Vide Hardy* s Trials voL 2. page 105,] 

Air. Tooke. Is the infertion of my name in that book evidence 
<lf my beirtg prcfent at the time? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It is certainly evidence to go to the 
Jury of your being prefent. 

MK'^oiske. My name being found in ^y book ! that will be 
the moft extraordinary Evidence I have ever heard of; the bulk, 
crfthfetrafh that is to.be found in that book I never faw or 
heard of before ; but that every time that my name is to be 
^cmnA*\n the bcfok, that that is to be evidence that I was pre- 
fent is a moft extraordinary propofition*; if I wrote my name \ti 
the book, that would be evideftce that I 'was tl^ere when i 
tiTote it, btit my nafne being wrftten in a. book does ndt proi^ 
my being there when it was wrote : if the Secretary were here 
he Wouy prove that names of perfons* were entered in that book 
who were there only at the beginning, or perhaps not at all;, 
or if they weVe there, heard fomething or nothing, that pailed. 
I could prove by evidence that repeatedly when my name is fet 
down I was not there. A Society is nobody: the firft fix: 
tetter^ in the alphabet meet to-night, and they vote Uack-*— 
2fen6thcr'"fix meet to-morrow night, and vote whiter whidi 
fix ftre' the Society ? And they may put down any names 
they pleafc. If this evidence were to be admitted in a charge o£ 
High Treaibn, and it fhould therefore follow that I partake of 
what^er is over or under my name, it would be the moft cx- 
trac^dixiary evidence that ever wias admitted in a Court of 
Juftice. 

* l^rd Chief. Juftice Eyre. Yoii are perfeftly right, if the 
ftate of the evidence ' dq^ended entirely upon your name -bfeing 
feuAd in a book in* pbfiei&on of a Daniel Adams ; undoubt- 
edly, in order to prove your being {wiefent ait thefe Meetings^ 
|hey muft go a great deal further— ~they muft fhew that^h^fe 
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are (he bc6ks of the focicty, they muft give prolM^ble evidence 
that thefe were books which you had accefs to, whkh you a^ed 
upon, and that you gave credit to the entries that were in it 
by fome conduct of your's. This is only one ftep towards die 
evidence, to fix you with being a perfon preient at this Meet* 

ing- 

Mr. Tooie. I think it will firft make a fubjed for a i^ous 
argument as to my bei/ig prefent. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. That is for the Jury, 

Mr. Tooh. I fubmit that what is or not admiilible evidence 
is undoubtedly matter of law for the Court. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Undoubtedly, what fhould be ad* 
mitted as evidence. 

Mr, Tooie, I take it that this evidence goes to other perfbns ; 
it may be true, or it may be &Ue ; but how is it pofltble for one 
to anfwer it, the le& I know of it the lefs it is poffiUe for 
mc to meet k) I do not know what other perfons fxmy fotBbif 
do. 

Lord Chief Jy/iice Eyre. Nor will you be required to give 
an anfwer to that which belongs to other men, 

A;^. Tooie. The profecutor can never prove that I had acceb 
to ibe books, I wotjild rather emfJoy myftlf in playing with my 
fingers, 1 hope I have employed my time better, dian in leading 
^ iame things over and over again, which for the hSk thirty 
years' of my life have been written over and over again— 4t fnits 
thofe ^at begin, but it is thirty years ago, your Lordftup re« 
col|e£b, whea theie fort of things were going fovwaM«*^wheQ 
four Lordflup was Recorder^-^-and when we beard» and read, 
and faw- all die& things, and for me to come and read my al« 
^ubet over again ! Thefe are common plsce things i I never 
read the book, I will anfwer for it, the Secretary nev^ ^^ 
itji and, be the thing it contains good or bad, I affiirc your 
Lordfoip not a Angle memb^ nf the Society knows. Wker^ 
we have been particularly concerned, each man knbirs what boi 
did himlelf 5 and in the report of the Secret Committees diere 
are exaAly eighteen lines which I wrote; I u^derftand by diQ 
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Aatemeiit to^y^ titat thde dghtaeen Knes tans oflrcafiire>-^it.' 
xs about the words ^ ^uthful" and ^ hoaoumble" bcU^ with-, 
lirawn f and I di^fy sUiy man u^mt eartk to {irovc tkat a tittle 
lidide$ th^ ei^tteea lines contained in the report of the Secret 
Commitiee was writitefi by me. lib bulk of the things, it^ 
will be proved by dtetr own evidence^ I <£fltked and objeSed to, 
jiot becaufc I thought they were.crimkial or treafimable^ for I. 
fiiould be ailiamed to be defending myfdf &om. &&b which I 
coneeiveto be innocenC: firft^ I meet the fed s if the fa£t is 
proved upon mc, tbea I will lihcw in not to be treaibnable : but 
I fh^ be compeUed to refafe to admit the papers, becavfe I had 
>v» ihare in dieoi. In Ibme of thcsn there is a great deal of 
merit, but not having been coAcernod in tfaiem I really have not 
a ihafe in tha( oxerit, which I think belongs to other men ; and 
when I defttid myiUf from thefe things, I beg I may not preju-i^ 
dice other 4aien, fc^ L do not ooniider them as crimes^ but I 
was not proTent; and before yottr Lordfbip admits this as evi- 
dence, I intreac yoar Lordfbip will hear my Counfel argue it as 
to matter of kw» I hope I am forgiven {<3f £iq^ing fo much 
about it. 

Li>rd(jki^ yujiice Efre-^ A perfoa in yoor fituadon is heard 

« 

wkh atteotiqn, whether it makes diredly to the point or no^ 
jwu-have fpoken properly to jdie point at prefent; I can only 
irecommeiid to you not to bropk in upon parts of the evi-- 
deoce^ but. to wait patiently till the whole evidence to diat head 
is conckukd, and then if it is not £urly brought home to you, I 
iballtell -die Jury that it has qo fair application. 

Mr. Tfsi^ I dunk I 9fa bound by law to meet every thing 
if it is not bkhy evidence. « 

i$rd CJ>h/ JuJHc^ Ejru It is difficult to fiiy what is or not 
evidence in itfetf, becaufe it all depends upon the chain and con* 
tie&ioii it has^if thepe are two or three links in the chain, 
tiiey muft ^o to ooe ^sA and then to another, and feo 
iiriieditr ibey amount to. evidence; if yqn fu^e£i that what 
4hey have to o^ex is not evidence, and not of that nature, you 
9Mry. cali upon^ tbpm ta ftate in - v^hat ws^ they mean, lb 
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bring <&is home to you.-»*«that would be proper enough; - jCt 
prefent they feem to me to be going on in the regular courfe, 
* Mr. Tpaii. 1 beg, your pardois my Lord»: but is not a chain 
cx^nipofed of Hnks ? and may I not disjoin ead^ liuk^ and do 
not I thereby deftroy the xiiain ? 

Lord Cbtif Jiijiici Eyne, I radiei^ think no^ till the links are 
put together and form the chain. 

Mr. fosh. I rather think I may, becaufe it is my bufinefs to 
prevent the formmg of diat chain^ 

Mr* Erjkine. The reafon iiriiy I £nd, my^lf difpofed to give'' 
your Lordihip fp very little trouble in the couriie of the evidence, is 
i)ot only becaufe I recollect that all that your Lordihip is hearing 
nead is very much the fame that your Loidihip aiid we have 
beard read, and have feen done, fevera] years ago ^ but that my 
memory, which is not fo extenfive, and pinnot at my time of 
life be fp great, extends at leaft to recollecting that laft week, or 
the week before laft, when all tJK matter which has been pro^ 
pofed in the opening of the Solicitor General to be read^ was 
K»d-f-was fubmitted to the . confideration of this very Court, 
and to the confideration of a Jury, in a cafe where the prifoner 
at the bar was the compoferof-nAoft of the writings in ques- 
tion (to which my prefent client fiates himfelf to ))e a ftraoger), 
and iwho, in the feqifel of the caufe, .when your Lordfliip came 
to difcharge;the di|ty caft upon you by die law ftated (and'with 
the aiTem of -jus, who were Mr*. Hardy's Coun^l), that we had 
never c^tradided that he nuift be taken, as. being the author of 
them, to be implicated in every part of tbem^ and refponfible 
for his condu)d. : Your Lordihip m»9- pleaied to deplarefrom tiie 
bench,' that the contrary of that prc^riti<m had bfcn £untly 
ailerted atithebar, as indeed it had fcarcely been afl<9:ted; and, 
notwithflanding the office I hold here-T-and I ^m pj^rfnaded I 
^balliiave tihie juftice done me tQ be^ believed when I fay, that 
•no man feels more acutely dian I dp my JiUiation, ftanifing as 
Counfel for aprlfoner for Treafon-r-yet, I fay, I iiaye.felt no 
emotion at all in hearing thefe-papers read, the quality of v^ch. 
^cpnceivQ hjis already had a ^ti^fador^.JYid^ei^ qf a J^q&»; 
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Be that as it may, fioce my dient wiihes I ikoiiM fliy a'fevr 
words to your Lordfliip upon this fubje6i:, I will do it, not at all 
anxious upon his account, whether I fliaU prevail or not ; bu( 
if itibould turn out that J ihould be-wdi founded in the little 
I fliall have to. fay, in point of lawi I ibaU \k glad to iay it, oq 
account of the mifchtef that may etherwi^Q follow to othe^rSf 
though none can to tiie Qentlnnan behind me. • 
. I .underftahd, fj^om the opening of the Solicitor Genemlytl^at hq 
means toiay-^-meatv^ to£iy!-*^eh3siaidtt-<'*-tbataUtheiewmii^;^ 
taken together; ^11 thefe writings-^ — ^fbr jtp day, your Lordihip 
will recoiled we have heard nothing of arms^ nodiing (^force, nor 
one a£l of hoftility in contemplatioa proved, -nor fu£gefted« — ^ 
but the SoUcttcMT General has beenpleafed tp &y (&om what an^ 
thority will by and by be enquired into, if 1 Mve ilrength to 
make the inquiry), that all thefe aSs, taken together ^ aU theCe 
(XMrreipondeacies — correfpondencies of whom ? Core efpondenoies 
held between people, whom it cannot appear that. Mr« Tooke 
ever faw ; and your LordOtip will pleafe to recolle<% that I am 
now ftanding— 7--rprincipiis obflay vs a good mott o I am 
fianding now upon the prod>^ion of the iirft page of written 
evidence; your Lordihip, indeed, has been in Court when the 
Solicitor General opened Us cafe ; but I a(k the Court, unlefs his 
cafe had been made up of imfmriAl^ of which, I hope, no Crown 
brief will ever bJ9 agaia itv4e J>p» namely, of accufatory matter 
from the two Houfes of Parliament) v^biph is, to be read, printed 
upon the trial of a priibner, your Lordfliip could not give cre~ 
4ence to any part of it at all, -mr confider if. as any thing more 
than the mere i|iftru6^ioiis which ^ Counfel at the bar has from 
any client to fiate that event's cfSe, 

Then the overt B&y upap this record, is for confulting to call 
^ Convention, and that Convention is fuppqfed to be a, Conven* 
tion to fubvett the fai^damental Qovernment of thjs Country, 
and to ^ tlierefore an 2& fufEciently evidencing an intention to 
depofe and put the King to death ; and the firfl; ftep, or, to ufe 
iny client's e^pi^ffions, the firft lifik of this chain is, that in the 
po0e^oi| ^f a Patj^m A^^^i ^^^ \^ P'^ Y^^ calle4 as a witnefs, 

in 
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iffhh cuftbiAf, uponlus apprehenifon, wis found this bode. It 
ts not in evidence yet that any fuch Societyi as the ConftitutioHal 
Society, exiftcd at all f neither is it in evidence that this I^miel 
Adams, in whole cuftody this book was found, was the Secre* 
nrf of that Society; and that cannot be proved but by calling 
Ae man himfeif, >or proving, 60m the mottthof fome other pei^ 
fon, that he ftood in that fituatioiw Your Loidflup ^hen has a 
book, whidi, non iif^at^ Mr. Tooke ever fiiw, which, m^n ^sir* 
Jlaty ever was in the place where this Society, called the Confti- 
ttttional Society, was fuppofed to have exifted*; but you have z 
bede, with a white parchment cover, which a Meflboger of the 
King kized in the pofleffion of a man, between whom and the 
ffihntr at the bar no privity whatever is proved ; for it does 
tM appear that the prifoner was acquainted with Adams, had any 
c6nverfition with him, or had ev«n ever feen hiuu 

I have always' underftood it to be a dear rule of evidence^ 
diat the beft evidence, which the nature of the caie wHl admis 
cfy muft be produced, and that you fliall not have recourfe to 
f^ondiTj evidence ; and for this reafon, that the- prodw&ion of 
the ftrcoiidary evidence affords a pre&impoon, that if the fiipo- 
rior and prknary evidence were produced, it would make againA 
the party producing that which is fetondary ^ that is the reafon 
given by Lord Chief Baron Gilbert, and it is what every nun's 
own fenfe fuggefts. But it is faid—- 4nd I feel the force of what 
ybtir Lordfliip fays, as far |s< it esctends-'-^pcshaps tbi^ nay nol 
ultimately come home to Uie prifoner, and^ if it does not, it 
paiTes harmlefsly over his head ; he cannot be aftq<9»d by any 
^evidence read here, if it fisall turn out in the ie^uel ttot the. 
Crown does itot fucceed to faften the evidence upon htm« 

Now thiff is taken to be a cdrnponent part with other wrkings 
of that which will conftitute^^what, a libd i No, my IxNrdi 
but which will conftitiite an o^ert wBt df High Ti^afoi^ for com- 
pAiling the King^s death. Will your Lord&ip, therefore, in a cafoof 
High Treafon, have refort to a ^>ecies of proof which you kn^w 
you could not have recouHe to in a lower fpecirs of ofitnop | 
for, let me fuppofe, that the crime charged upon Mr. Twk«.W9| 
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4le having puWflied tbis as a Ubel> as having heeo oenbattng ta 
the wrking of it» or ^smleiitiog ta the puhHcatian of it, ot 
having been impKcated, m any one refpefl, in giving it an ex*- 
iftencev ^^ iit giving it curr^cy, might it not equaUy h»re been 
&i!d> read the paper £rft > when the libel is read, if it does not 
af«erwa«ds <:ome home to the prifoner^ he will not be anfvremble 
for its contents; and he cannot fuiier,. certainty, becaufe it 
happens to have been readtp the Jury upon the mere evidence 
ihat fuch a paper exilled. 

Now, tar inftance^ fap^fe this, as I am novr patting it^ in- 
ftead of being an overt 2& of High Treafon, was, that the peo*- 
j^ wbofe names have been read here, had f^ablifhed this as z* 
KkJ, and that they were indi&d for a con^racy to publiihtbtf 
libel^ would it be fatd that this fliouid be read as evidence againft 
the priianer> before his connection widi it is proved to have ha4 
sm exiftence ? I take the reafixx of diat to be tbis**^and i take 
ihe reaibn of it to be founded in great wifdoi]i-<»-m that whicliy 
jft my opimon, forms the gbry'of the Englifb law in all its part% 
in an acquaintance with the human chara£ler, in the recognition 
ttf all that belongs tQ the principles of the human mind, in the 
lecolk^on of our w^ anceftors that men are not angels, that 
ihey carry about them, and your Lordfhips even carry about 
you, all the infirmities of humanity ; and dnt it therefore fhall 
not be ptmiitted to make a ftroag imprefioti ixpon the minds of 
mm, by reading matters at which— ^thoi^h I will not Iky that 

this inatter is fo, I am arguing upon general principles at 

wlttth the mind of msA revolts ; and fo> in the courfe of a long 
trial, die Jury afterwacds cannot difcharge from their recollec« 
tion what th^ have heard; they do not remember with preci- 
iion ^iriiether that, which was read, was bmught home to thQ 
prtfottcr ; and then they mix up^ in their imagitution and read*. 
Ie£ti6n) matters which they may difapprove, with di&pproba^ 
liiHiof theperfon vAo is oa trial before them. I take that, with* 
humility, to be the principle ; then, if this is foy how can it 
ffoSkij ceafe to be the £une principle, when you coijifid^r the 
iMMrt of the crime ? 

a My 
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r My.'Ijdrdv i do not afi^ to know, widi great precifion, iS 

t{iat>as.|>afiQd upoa one of the mofticfemn:trialS) iaoft undoube- 
e4iy) that .has happened for many, many years in this kingdom; 
and ivfatch moA imdoubtediy, as 1 faid upon a Ibtrntter occafion, 
I moift fiiicerely hope, for the bonoiir of the Coanciy, will be 
the h& of that deicription— I fpeak of the trial, by impeach* 
ment, of Warren flaftings* If I do not miftake very much, 
aaai I thuik I do fiot, this very queftiai was brought for ^he con- 
fideration of the Judges upon that trial ;. whether a paper, which 
paper 'fought to tmfdicatejn crimkialfty the^ prifoner at that bar, 
llkMiJd be r^d s^ainft him, even if it could .be found in his 
Qiftody, unlefs it could be ibewny by evidence, that he was ac- 
qplinted with its^ contents, and had tatified and reco^iased, and 
^ven it «ffed^^ I am ijpeakiUg in the bearing of an honourable 
stid learned Gentlonan, one of the Counfel for: t}ie Crown, 
y^hoi Vttf probably,^ may l^ve an opportunity of corredfcing me 
^-fiating what I underftand.' Btit my.learoed frinndcand I have 
jgecejotly confidered this matter, and We certainly a^ hotshJeto. 
^ftinguiih, bccaufe it was argued with thff gxeateft ingenuity 
ibere, juft as it is argued he^e, that if it does not .come ulti- 
ipately home to the perfon who is to be accufedby it, he. is not to 
ire affe%d by it ; but it was anfwered by the Judges, as I hope it 
li'iU be by yoUr Lordfttips to-day, that it muft, firft of all, be 
Brought home to the peribn who is to be aife£bed by it, before 
it is fuSered to be read( for, after it is read, the eSoA is hstif 
md that is the danger I complaia of. Having d«ie fo, I io- 
1;^ that your. Lord&ips, and the Gendenaen of the Jury, may 
pccolled— ^I beg. pardon for (kyiag the Gentl?jmen of the , Jury, 
1 addre& myfelf to the Court^*--andJ.wiiI»| my Lord,.ithat itmay 
be recoUeSed tSn^Lt I Ihewed no diipofitioh to; oiitfae contrary^ 
that I rather hung bade, &om the argument, bccaufe.I.cptKseived 
then, as I conceive now, that the matter, wbi«h is contained. in 
this book, when it is explained, ^U which the Sdicitor Geoersi 
has himfelf fitted, will,.moft undoubtedly, not produce apy efie& 
wliich I have any (uruafio^i Jto fliripk from,, ftanding in ^s placQ 
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either as I represent Ae prifener at the l>al'^ 0f any dtker pej^ons 
itatble to be tried for the (ame fpeciesi of oSetice. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. We arc entailgled in a little puzzle 
about this ijpecies of evidence. If the quttfKdn -is. Whether it 
is now to be cead ? I think the obje£ktdn \9 good. If the qitef^ 
tion is,.. Whether.it is evidence adinifllide5 not fcttxi be read, but 
to be read, or not, as other evidence (hall bring the matter of 
k fiifficiendy home to the prifoner ? Then 'the Y5bje<3ion is ill 
founded; but I think you are certainly ri^t in faying, that H: 
is not evidence merdy fixHn the finding of it upon Adams ; iit 
is not ripe to be ^read; and it ixras not' read, I recoiled no<n^ 
la the formar cafe, Until Adams himfdf had been called, and 
had proved that this was the bocdc; and that, in this booJi^ 
were regularly and truly entered, all tbe proceedings of this 
Society. 

If it had. gone tp the length of die proof, diat Mn Hott^ 
Tooke was.a^metnber, and diat this was a book in wMch the 
proceedings of tbe Society were regularly entered, then it- would 
be evidence to go to the. Jury, fubjedto all thofe obfervatjon^ 
that might be made upon it, the entries-being carelefsly made or 
entered, in the abfeiice of a particular member* 

-M*. Bower, The parts wrote by Mr. Tooke himfelf muft be 
cvideijice. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. Certainly, but I do not apprehend 
ibat goes to thisentry. ^ . . . 

Mr. Gar row. Mr. Home Tooke faid he was a member of the 
Conftitutional Society. 

Mr. Tooke. Mr. Garrow muft not Ilide in upon us any thing 
that has not yet been decided. I pafs it by at prefent, I ac- 
quiefee in what your Lordfliip has decided. If the Counfel for 
the Crown fhodd at any time, while we are talking upon ano- 
ther queftion, Aide in fomething that fllould be taken as granted^ 
2 beg I may not fo be underftood to have admitted. ' 

Lord Chief yujfke Eyre, Ydu do right to make 'your objec* 
ttM at the tinie« - * ^ .... - . ;> 

• Mr. 
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\ Took^' I ttkfsit I paid a guinea a ^estr for the lail: ten 
jearsy to go incoa room d)at otbex perfoos had a ttcle, upon tbe 
(ame circumftaHceSf to. go into^ but I was jiot a member of a 
Corporation ; I was not accountable for any thing that paiTed ; t 
could not be. acoountaible> by toj pockety for a fiirthing, and 
^refore it would be ftrange if I fhouM be anfwerable with my 
life.' , 

Mr. GarHw* I faumbljr intrcat permiffion of the Courc to 
make; one or two obfervations, from the very uncommon iituatioQ 
into which the prifones' at the bar has put me* I hope tfaat> apon 
any occafuHj^ vAen called .upon to dtlciiarge a profeffiotud doty, 
ftill more upon fo important an occafion as thiSf I ihoidd not 
di%race myfelf by ariy want of candour, decorum, or propriety. 
. Hy Lord, I may tranfgrefii, but, whenever I do, I hope that the 
members of iny profeifion will do me the juftice 16 belicre, from 
wbat they have iecn of my condu&, that it moft be from that 
error to which we ail ar6 liable, but not from intention. I 
cannot, U|>Qa iCuch a trial as this, which is every day, in ibme 
ihape, correft. or ocherwife, publiihed in the newfpopers ; and 
I have great reafon perfonally to complain, manifcftly and pur« 
pofely, not correal with refpeA to myfelf, in die courib of the 
isA trial* 1 cannot permit ail die newfpaperr of to-morrow te^ 
fiate, that Mr. Tooke had found it neccflary to complain^ vpott 
the firft produ<3ion of papers, diat Mr. Garrow had thought fit 
to endeavour to flip ibmething in. Let it be diftin^y under^ 
ftood what is. done; let my condufl be diftindly viewed, and 
then, thofe who feek to point me out by mifreprefentationB by 
name, by advertifements paid for, cannot reprefent it unfinrour- 
ably to me, whatever their obje& may be. AH diis will ngt 
deter me from doing my duty, under die Conftitution ^i^HcJh I 
am happy to be tbe fubje£t of ^ for T thinlc> to uie the language 
of a very learned JudgCf that a man cannot die too foon, svben 
he dies doing his du^. Let it then be underftood what it is I 
have been doing. This book was produced; iiobody c^Toii 
doubt, that, to read tbe hand*writii^ of the Oemdeman at the 
. •bar. 
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Wf it was colnpetent evidence. We have Mr. Adams to go 
tbrott^ thdtb other ftages wfakh we have known by experience 
it was oeceilary to go through, iii order to make thai' whole 
book evidence* In the courfe of tbis^ Mr« Tooke propofed to 
make fome.admiffions, and, u(>on its bbing fiated^ that this was 
to prove hkn a member of the Conflituttonal Society, he faid^ 
or I mifunderftood fain)> that he was a member of this Confti^ 
tutional Society. I am not repeating that, in order to flip in 
fctnething in the bearing of the Jury -, lam ab^ve that pradice^ 
^ theloweft eaufe that could ever be trufted to me, I do not 
defire to get a verdi£l: for any body, or by any means, by means 
which dilgracr ali that attempt them by fitch mean6* I know we 
are upon a public theatre, that we have the eyes of a great pub^ 
iie upon us ; and diat we mufi condudoorfelves widi proprie'ty 
—we muji do fo, there is no merit in doing it. 

What is it I have been doing? Not in a whiiper., not afideto 

the Jury, to make an trnp^reffion upon thrai ; 4 fnid^ diat 

k did happen, aa it appeared Id me that Mr. Tooke had himi^ 
faid he wzs a member of that Conftitutional Society. 
- I da iotreat Mr. Tooke to believe, di^t I can have no per- 
fohal wiihes ^ he andl have met, upon former occafions ; Ihave 
thoi^ht that notfaihg hfid ever pa(&d between us, and that he had 
never feen any dmig in my charafiber that could induce hmi <abeiteve! 
I had aiiy ». but I muft difciiarge my duty: I hope from his caa^ 
<kHir, as well as my friends^ that they will not take diefe'op* 
^ortuni^ to thrsw out thefe ibrt of infibuations^ which cannot 
have the effe6l to deter me from dokig my duty- I beg pajxion 
of iheC#urt for having tretpafied. on their indulgence^ but, when 
fiich ao^obCbrvation as that was made by a Gentlemari who does 
not make any obfervation lightly, I did think ibme vindication of 
nyielf was neee&ry. 

Air, Tcoie, I beg to make aa apology to Mr. Garrow.— I did 
not mean to impiite anydiifig^tohim : I only tfao«^ht tt neceilary 
ftr «i«» in a f^atieisi where I am ib miattrially engaged, to pre* 
vent any mifappreheniion. I did not mean any fort of reproach 
tp him, nor that any reproach frould &11 upon him, nor any 

re- 
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fcprciadi iii (be newspapers, which I have not had any^ cdnoerri 
with for twenty years. As to calamnies in newfpapers, I barer 
a vokime of newfpapers here fuU of cakmfuiies^ I have read 
in a hooky formerly, curfed is he who reviletb the deaf*-—-' 
My Lord, I have been deaf^ blind^ lame, and dumb, for many 
moQths paft, and there has not pafled a fingle day, while I in^as 
bound hand and foot in dofe and fevere cuftody, tiiat papers, 
paid by the Mi niftry, have not charged me with gtnlty and with 
lads' abfolutely fidfe; and, the Attomey-^Oeneral, who is fo 
careful a cenfer morumj will, I am fure| do me juftice hereafter ;» 
whether I efcape with my life, or not, he will take care tflat the 
juftice of this Country (hall not be run down tn the manner I 
can fbew your LonUhip* There is abufe even printed on 
earthen ware as well as iermons, books^ fongs, and newfpapers^ 
full, at which I might be angryas well as that Gentleman — lamfure 
I meant him no wrong ; he never did me any ; nor did I mean 
him any difgrace; and sf it will do any good to his charader, let* 
it be faid in the pap^-s to-morrow, that 1 humbly beg hi^ 
pardon. 

Mr. Garrow. Mr. Tooke has carried hisapology much further 
dian I wifhed. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I have permitted this explanation' 
to go to its full length. I hope, on all fides, that there may be 
no occafion for any difcuffion of this ibrt again; it is very un- 
pleafant. If every body were to ftate their complaints of die> 
calumny of newfpapers, we might put an end to this trial, and 
Uften to nothing elfe. ^ 

Mr. Attorney General^ to Mr, William PFoodfalL Do you 

know the hand-writing in this book ? {Jhtwing it to the wit" 

ne/s). 

Mr. Tooke, That book is all my hand-writing, 

Mr. JVoodfalL I believe it to be Mr. Tooke's. 

Mr. Attorney General What is the title of it ? 

Mr. JVoodfaU. It is written, on the outfide, «* Conftitutionrf 

Club." 



in) 

Mr. Dantet Jdamt ffworn.) 

«^. Have you b^oi SeQ;c^fl^y^lbe,§i]detr^ fojr.Cpnft^iitiynal 
-^, Yes; ^ 



•'»•'««• . I'i f > , . , •,..;* f' 



-«• Ten. ^ ; . .., a . : -•.":.. r - i 

I . ^ ,ls.tb^t on^4)/|iiie .bqoksi cootaiiuag tibi? proceodipg^ ^jche 

^.,Yes. .:.-.. , 

^. Are the entri^ made in thefe books made by you,, in the 
C»packy.df SeCre|^y( l^ that Socie^? 

J. Yes.: . ..... 

^. Mr. Tooke was a member, as he admits, during idle laft 
tnr,Ypm>% if you t^rn .10. theft fPtrJHes,, pu will fee ^ lumes 
b£f)Qrfiiiifi ftai^edias .being: preftnii My queftion is> Did yoapu( 
down the iiamcts ^. fuehiAS were prpfef^t) gk. of peribns tha^t were 
not prefent? , j, 

. \ id. rS putLddwn the mtnea of tbofe tb^t were pi:eCent» and not 
prefent ; I will explain myfelf :-r^ey .^^me into the ropm, acyi 
thob:. names were put downs it fr^(taently happened^ ^t they 
went away foon after their names were put down. 

^. Did you put -down perfions whp wietfe not .prdC^^ It ibme 
time, or odnsc, of thofe . eveningS} wh^H (tl)eir. O^unes ivere.'put 
down? 

A. Some gentlemen frequently ^ine$l' together \ thei^ n«mes 
'Were - put. dbwn. whether diey w<|it awAyi ^ . /oon as dii^ep. was 
over or not, as attending Ae whpl«^ qy^i>g» . . , . . 
; hari Chief Juftice Eyr£*. Were their naoies put dowq before 
they went to dinner ? ' . . , . 

J. ht feven in the evening their, names were, put; dpWn> 
thou^ 4>erbaps, they were not ^x^ at f^ven in the.^veiHifg^ 

Lord Chief Jnftice Eyre, At feven in the evening • tbie Society 
was formed ? . , . / 

A Yes. , * 
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Lord Chief yvftUe Eyre. And were, then, all die names of 
the perfons that had t>een at dinner put down, whedier they re* 
mained at the hour when die Sodety wa$ formed or not ? . 
' >/. Yes, If they were members of Ac Society. 

Mr, Bower. How did you begin the bufineft, and what was 
the firft* thing done at each night oi their afTembling 2 

jL The firft bufineis was to enter die names, ^md to read over 
the minutes of the laft meeting. 

^ Were the books produced Aen, wiA Ae reiblutions^ and 
the entry of Ae laft meeting Jnferted in tfaem,.at every fiibfeqtient 
meeting, fo as to be read at Ae fubfequent meeting ? 

J, Yes. . 

^. And was it Ae pcadiide of the Society, Aat Ae a£ls,of 
the former meeting were read at Ae fubfequent meeting } 

J, Yes* • ■ • '. 

^'Whether Mr. Tooke, «s a member of Ats Society, ha<^ 
or nt>t, opportunities of reoourfe or reibrt to tbeie bpoiu; and 
whether there are any entries, or Jiny correAions kiiMr^ Tooke's 
hand-writing ? ^ . . 

Ai T do not. know (hat there are any corre^ons in 'Mr. 
Tooke's hand-^writing in the bookis. 

^. Were the books laid for Ae \\ifyt&kfn of Ae members at 
the meetings ? • 

yf. During Ae meetings^ ift no oAer times. . . 

^ Was Mr. Tooke a frequent attendant therei xx only 
feldom ? 

J. He was frequently there. 

^. Was he as frequency • there as any oAer member of the 
Society, that you can recal to your recqUedtion ? . t . 

J. Kt was frequently thei-e ; but, living out of town, fae\did 
not often ftay quite fo long as oAer members, t 

J^.' Bitt Was he in the habit of being at Ae Society at the time 
thefe books Were produced, after Ac dinner was over, and the 
dinn<?f party broke u[i ? » * • ^ . . 

J. Very often ; it could not always iJe the cafe. - ^ 

^.' WaiJ he generally, or only feldom I 

^' • y ^. He 
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A. H« Was frequently. 

^. Dtd you Copy hHo that book from o^er minutes? 

A, Yes. 
, ^. Given to you by other perfoos; I confine my quefltoa to 
mt/iutes given by Mr. Tooke ? 

A, I cannot fay that, they were handed up to me foom different 
people in die room* 

^. Look at that book I Is that one of the books of the 
Society? 

A\ Yes^ but fomef of thele entries were before. I was £e« 
crelafy« ^ > • 

<J^ Is It a thing you put down at random, or do you put it 
down as certain that perfons are in the chair whom you put down 
as being in the chair ? 

A. As being in the chair \ but they do not always rensain in 
the chair. 

J^ When there are two chairmen in one evening, is that 
always noticed? I 

A, It is>(bmetimes, but not always noticed. 

j^ I underftahd you, that you never enter a perfon ^ boing in 
the chair that was not in the chair, though he may ^lot have ftaid 
all the evening? : • 

. A. Certainly not. 

^ I before alked you whctheV that book contained a true 
flate of the proceedir^gs of the Society \ 

A. As far as I know, as far as I have copied; I do not know - 
diat I b^ve cc^ied tbem correct; I do not know that I have not 
made any miftake. 

^. But you have not made any Mnlful mlftakes ? 

^. .No. ,...'■ 

Mr. Daniel Adamst 

4 

Crofs-examined by Afr, Tooke^ 

^ 1 have nothing to afk you that^ you wiUhave any diiEculty 
in anfwering. A gentlenian tells me, which I hardly knew, 
that the names were taken down ugon paper, correfted by 

H 2 Afferent 
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dIfFerent peribns, and that you copied them ^mtr^tfe iito 'die 
books of the Societ]^) femetimes the'iattit nigtit, but mofi? cOm« 
monly after — was it fo or not ? 

^ v/. The^mmutcs certdiiily vrtre fo^ the Mitae$ ^efc generally 
put upon one paper, and the refolutkms^ werb fli)^ of paper ftc^ 
qicntiy, moftgenewlly. .i - 

^ Did you enter them the fame night, or t/t odier times- ^ 

' J. At odiei' tnh^s, three or^ feUr dajrs itfterj tfefifre tfee J'ri&y 
following. ' ■ 

' ^ That the! Court rtmy ptrkRif uftderfkh^Ae e>0»Akiadoii 
that has been had^ I would afk, was there not what was odttod aP 
CoriftitiWidnif Chib, a dmncr theetingi: befldtei the Siicfety; for 
CdnfHtutiohal- Infefrmation'?' ■ :-:.•.. 

jf. Yes. . . , . . 

• *!^.-Tfiat dirtner'diAf,' of iiHiicH the G^ntffeiWn te^e the 
green book, contains nothing but the names of perfom who 
dined Aet«? '' ' 

A, I believe nothing elfe — ^I never faw much ofit. 
^ Do you remember that there was a l-fegcte diim^rJ 
A. Sur(5Iy. • ! ' 

• J^. At what hour? . ♦ -. r 

A. Four, or a quarter paft four— I believe four exadl)r« 
^ Was that dinner company only of peHfetiS m^kn&^rs' of 
the SoCi^, or vifitors^ and otKcrs ? ' ' • ' ' * 

A. Of every Gentleman fhat suiy p^fw ftWgM pfcj^f Id 
bring with him: • ' *' ^ '.-.,: 

^ Ho^ many years ^i^ie yutr been- SeHr^ry of lids So- 
ciety? ' - . * 
A. I believe ten years, - -' ' - ■'' " • - • '.; -♦-^'- * 
^ Was I a member before yoU was Secretary, ^'a^ior- 
Wards? ". ' 

A. Before. 

^. Wheja firft you was a.ca^ididate. to be Secretary to the 

Society for Conftitutipn^il Inforpiation^ was^ it, or wais it n6t, 

known and declared that you had a place under Government at 

the feme time ? 
• ♦"'■• 

3 A. Ycsj 
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.J, Ves; it inras knoiwntihat I had* ' ' \' - 

^ iWas it known ifaat .yen hadipenniffioiifcQmN^tteiiibiAa^ 
belonging to the board where you had a ^faicc^*(ts^bcicome -So* 
crctary to the Conftitudonil Society*?. - - - -^ ''•{..•> ! . 
f : ^:CertaiiiIyfvit:jBicaitfa^bqar<L . ^ . »* * ^' ' '*. 

Jg. Some perfons belonging to the board ? ;if.-.r' jrfr 

, ^i }iMk faj^fonsp {iorfoDS tM(Moo^td(tx> |helroac4»:T' . ' '. 

^ By.fttae|)erfciii . • .^ "' :. -? - •»: * .?j*'; ikv li 
f ; 4*' Itr ntajK viidisrflaa^' £» by a^qrpirttctillar ^iettd tfr. Jbine 
ten years agp, that I was Secretary to that;Socisty« f. .' r ' . -> 

^ Th^.jt^#GaiMm(>tbe<>ffenfi^eitQttlK><iarS^ • V 

^. I do i^ot know that it went fo far as that. ., ',* v 

rh^4.i$aiEe yot; the' Hbofcs .<tf taoo^onts of ^ llae^' Society for 
:CoiiiHcuti9ipa} Zufoi^iiQitioiii or wici« ds^ ia^ed with the (Hfa^ 
books ? V 

uf. They were feia^edwid^ Ae other books. ! '. 

^. Do you r^dkdrwfait wasrtfaeiLi(iial ]Ub^pti6fr piSA by 
the different members pf the S<^ety .^ • y - • • ♦-^-^ . 1 i >w 

^, Agiiinca ^ ytiaiTf V' -^ ' ' ' •' .^ 

^ Was the Society yery riphf * * * ^. 

.. 'J,Mef^tt,'' •»•• ■•' • ' ' ; r.. •" '^'•: T ,^'T X 

^ What f|jm of moi>ev do yoi; think all the fi^lQiri^OBS 
^ogethier might! amounc toina t^«ar? - * -^ ^^/* ^r : T .<? 
.^' i^^ About fo^ty pounds, but IdD{iotk|i6«r'Cxa£tlir«r: ^ * *^ 
\9. How much of that went for the regular expeobespf ilto 
Society, the Secretary, the rqom, paper<(-pensi^iiik, tnejlex^ersi 

wi/zj^t that tiim.abMQ fifty potilids; ; . -i 
^; Then diere was abput tctn pounds a yesin le^ (o oyett\iri\ 
the Govfet!r;irie4t>«HMb} were you geoftralfy iii {»T»^r^^ or m 
^vance ? ■* ■' r •'-'•• ' ^ V 

^ '>/.'ina<iY»ice^iy^)y>tl^«be$Od%tyfy •' I *Y S* 
r * ';^ I a(k 'th\g cpt^fti^n- oi^^^ffHaw^e ' riches of tte IM^ s 
4iowicapable they «tt«e ta o^ef^t^'^^^ great ^6(ght of Qo- 
vemment Do you recoiled apy ^hing of the 25th df OdeA^) 
1793' ^^ 70^ re^oU^qt fome motion that w^^ made«|hr''aii6ther 



meeting to be called for the fnirpofe of takiAg hitd cotrfufer^on 
vrhedvr they woald or not fend Delegates to the Bridfli Coo- 
vctition in Scothnd ? 

A. I cannot charge my f ecolleetion* • 

Mr. Bower, If you entered it| I pttfame it .will be found in 
the book? 

Mr, ToAi. Tarii to theiteok, the 25th of October, 17939 
if you pleafe. It i$ not to delay the time of the Court. • 

Loitd Ginifjufiiti Eyn. Do not imagine diatrwe drink To, gtt 
on In your own cour^ 

J^fr. Tooke. Do you fiifi Mr. Tooke*^ name there? 

J. Yes* ' .' 

> ^ Do you now ^recollect what paflbd at diat laeetingi do 
you* recollect <^^that^ an extraordinaFy meetitig'Was propofedto be 
held? 

• jf. I remember there wasfuch a thing; ^ . 

i ^. Wa^MnTookeprribitatdattmei - ; i 

J. I do not believe that he wa9; i 

^ Cannot you, by the circumftances, be i\ire-that be was 
not? . I / 

>4 Yes; I am certain he was not, becaufe he wcitt away 
veryieaiily. - • .' V : ' 

J^. That was an extraordinary meeting caHed for the purpof: 
of confiddrihg wfaetheF they ibould fepd Delegates to ^ Britift • 
Oonyentbn? . • 

;/£ 'He certainly was nQtf ■ . 

Lord Chief JuftUe Eyre, Then what you fay '!%' that Mr. 
Tooke was not there at thcF tiine ito^t propofitia«'w*5.tnadc, , 
■ A* Hc'VWis not* " •••■»■'•'•.•■. 

'; 'X,ord ChufyuJHit £yre. Hadiip bee|iti)ejre:b<^M«i? 

^. Yes i and was gone. ., . 

Mr. Tooke, Do you riectitledt ihMI for- Ae ^fmvpofe of-diat 
extraordif«ir^ me^ihgi wUch wasvJ^M.on the) aSlh^ onlyAree 
days after, you •nirere dirpcfed-^t^ iend>ilifmnpn^$ to tbed^erenc ' 
fitdinoers^ ^ "•■; -j;> 'v », • /'■»■ ♦'<» • 



Jf^ U not diat a circumftancc; hy, whidir you.r^collec^ that I 
was not thare at tl)c time i . . . 

-'. It is. : , , . . i 

J^ Do you recollect that you did not fend a fummpnt^/to, me 
lipoft thait occftfion, but J|^af^ twpr/ig^ciml^e^ pf- the Society under- 
took to come down to inform me of it? > ., » 

«d^..IdOk .» ..-^' . •' '. . 'r ... ;■ -^ 






Do jou r9iBember the ndmes .^f tbofe {i^rfpas wjho f^Pfi^r* 
tiqp^-^ inform me of that i^^tacmsia^y fleeting ? 

^. I believe I da 

J^ MentiottthaB? . - 

jf. I think they were Mr. Sinclair and, Mr. John WiUiamji. 
' . ^ Wben the extraordinary meeting was held on the aSth,^ do 

JOU. recalled whctber^lwa^^re^ or ^X-^ . : 

jf. You was not there. 

^ Have you good rtafoiol to J^now that ^ J oppc^ed ftroi^Iy) 

and difapproved with anger, the fending of thofe Ddegat^s to the 

Britifh Convention in Scotland? :, ^ ^ 

^. I certainly have. ^ . - 

Lord Chiff yjtfiist .Bprt* Wl^at fieafon have you to k^w 

tiiat? 

J. From a eonverfationwith }fij^. Tooke himfelf. .. .. . > 

Mr* Tooh^ Have not you other ceafons^ i)^ np^ you conyer- 



?. 
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flUons wHh other per^^ns^ I 

J, It was the general opinion that Mr. Tooke Qbje<^ed tojtf 
it was the opinion of Mr. Sjncl^ur^nd Mr, Wiili^Mn^ I"be%ve, 
who waited upon him#; 

j^ Can you recal .to your memory any perfons w;rai)gling 
with me afterwaids for ^at opinion of mine \ can you«»recoUeA 
at any fubfoqueni nrieetiQ^ ^ny.angryt any ftron^ "vrords between 
ni^ai^l any other n^ember, becavfe I did not attend that meeting^ 
be<tau&ldidnotan>rpve(tfthatburiaff$? ^ 
' Ai I ,canhot recolle<^; but I know it was u^erftoodibiy 
n»>ft of the members, or all of (be mein^r^ .jjMrefepti »^t J^^ 
Tooke did not attend that n^eetjng b^c^ui^; b^ difapprayed of the 

H4 ^Da 
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j^. iJd you rtcdlleft a riipdit amwig ifiiftmit tiuliilWi:?- of 
Ac Society in confequence of that, Aat iE was bribed '*y iBH 
Government ? 

•^i/.'YeS.' ■' ' -'''''^' ' ' / ' 

:^ Was Mr.Yorke arfrciAbcr-of ftr'Socicty'fcr Co^ 
tional Information ? ' *' ' .. o. .. Ji . .. 

jf, I never underftood that he was. 

^ I mention It beciufe ft 'hasbecn'ffatea 'tiMSay'thtt-hc 
Aro* ilkiefs did not go t6 Ae BHtifli ConveArioh "wfcere hfc -vwrf 
fent. Do you underftand why he did not go ?' ' 

jf. Becaufe he wanted money. 

^' 'Was there arty money for Mr. Yorfcc F 

'jf. None! •• •••• ' '"" ' *^ '. " 

^ Was there much liibiiejr for Mr.' •Siriclaii"?* 

^jf. Hardly any.^ /' ' ' " -* • ' '^ 

' ' ^. Did you fend tiifn a'lettet fh aflWirer to 'Ills -rcqueft -for 
nioneyr ' * ' ''"'''' •' ' ' • • ''-'' -' •' •• •• ^ 

>f. Yes. .:....''..:.. 

^ Of what jiature was it ? -v. i - .. > 

*' jit Advifing him to comehon^e, *is it Wis Aegdneril bptriion 
that he had better not be there. ^ • * 

^. The gehe/ai^opinidrf dir ^Whofti"? ' ' ' 

^ * 

^. Then you underftood this to be Utit pUfpbrt of Rdbtes'i 

i^^rtbhim?' '.;'■•';■" '■■"''';■■•'"•• ; • .• ■ > • 

• J'.'^tlleietttriV'hWe^Iwilh'tb'i'elferblt.;"' '" ' 
Mr. Tooie. If the letter is here, I hope il' WJlf'be productcf?' 

■ ' Mr. mru:vfhiii% tdie^atfc'oMt?. ;' -••'■■• -J : • • 

'' Mr.'Toolh!. 'September 6r 'O'ftobef, 17^3: It'fiiows ;'flat tlhfe ' 
wholeSociety, except four or0ey''iteteixtretktipMgry kt^the . 
tecature, and woiild not'-fubTcrife'tW-pfett'c'e'tditi'WcaiiMSty 
did not, like it. Do you think' f eV tf fubl^iftjei any thing ^pon 
tfiat'groundr' •-' " ' ' * '■"'[ ='-''-"=' •■ " '- 

• , ^. I think M^ Tooke did riet; • '• '■ ■' '' • • ' ' - -•■•< 
■j^. I fuppofether.ft cati itrtountff '•' ^ '''• •' ^ ' • -^ 

»-^J A- f It 
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A. This is one of my letters ; I do not know whether it isVhat 
itf«*!AriTt)<*et€fer»to/ •• ' -* -* ^ ^ ^ - ^' //. . 
^. Is it the difcouraging letter ? ^'. ' '-^^ 

A, It is one of the difcouraging letters; I wrote more thianMjne 

^r. Auorney General Whofc hand-writing is^that -iettterj- and 
h6w^ueh'<»4tisW.*Fookc^sf • "' '- '■ '■ - ' • 

A, I never faw the hand- writing in myfifff, ^ffll 1 few it at 
the Society's, nor do I know whofe hand-writing it is« ' »^ 

^ Look at the back -oTitf?' • i - - 

Mr. Tooke. What is written on the back is my hand-'itrldng. 
Do you retoHe^ tf> i?i4iat time the Sode*ty at^^oamed rfter i^ 
fetidttg oPIMegates to^theBritifeCkinveiitiorj « the ^Bihvrf 
Oaober?''-'- •• ^^K|^. .,,.• 'f ■ ■ • ' . ' 

•:,* T0«!C«fh<!inC6*^1>fen 
' ^ ^..:qp^^' What tifee aw ^Biey ^Joijrn &om' flie 8th of No* 

T«Abter?'^--j »^*^ " • •• '•" ' : '' ^: " • • . ^ 

• Jf."¥tt^tHe«tfe rf Ddbeifiber/ ^ ^ - • • ^ -- •• 

•' ^ ^On '*^«A-ofI>cceml)dr, to wiiat 'i^e iJnJ they riieii 

•» » • 

A. To the icth of January. / * • 

- J^. -«6 it appeaiis Asf =1^e Society fo little* Iis(ed'the' bufihefs, 

which four or fivet*«*nhfbeii6*had <fene; that *irihg t!he fitting 8? 

<he BMtkhf'XlJoAve'iitibn, and when the 'Deteg^tes wanted fap- 

port, thfey ferftadjodmed fdr a monA'; then met and adjourned- 

foi^five weeks ; Wiat docs not fhoW great eagcrneJs in that canfe. 

t<l>(A'^o the 'tllft trfjunej'1793, to'the names of the perfoni 

• #hd' vtere^^ftctf {^rfeffiit; do you «nd-Mr. Yorkers nam* there? •' 
'^^: ¥eL''->^"^ ..:'';•';.,.. •' V . ■ ■ 

^ Do you recolleft that you bbjected to his beiilg prefent; 
fSp{)cfiftg feitt liot to^ b6 a hiei^ 
"'^.^ Pdbi- '*'••*' "■■ ''*•' ••'^- " ' ' '"^ '' -*!'' ' ' ' ' 

- i^.^1>67ou ^fecftHeft that *ef gentleiAlerr ptefent- intefided' theii 
to havt''adj6uKi<<ia 'to thfc next V^interp&nd cih Voa recolleftany 
fccttftef/ th6rf prefent, ft^bhgiy^ehdearoTiring io' ptrfUade the 
Society that fomething ought to be done, by-'way of declatatiDiiJ 
«r ftAnething or other i 

A Yes 
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' J^ Do you recolledl that Mr. Ypcke pulhfid verjr \maA far 
another meeting ? 
♦ uw* JL es» 

j^* And that another meeting was held to oblige: him I 

J. Yes. 

^. And that an Addrc£s was .orde^red bydK Soii;tety to^^be 
diawn up to die nation ? <. .... 

^. And that it was never draimvp? 

'. A. Yc$. '•.,•'-':' 

Mr* Tmke. I do not know th^ Mr, Yorice 4ias £ud or done 
any thing improper , i/^lufhaa it muft ^ pinned- upon his hacfcf 
a gentleman meets in a Society* and propofes fomething ^ which 
others do not approve, ^nd they negative his motioR \ be jpes 
300 miles^ off and th^e he does fomething which is thought to 
be> or might be wrong* that is attempted to be given in evi-* 
dence, to &ften it upon diofe men who would not foffllerbiin 
to do it in die place who'e they oKt him. I dr^w this/fiom the 
evidence to ibew your Lordftip upon what thefe treaibns arr 
built. 

hard.Chi$f Juftice Eyre., It will depend upon the fubfequent 
^ondu£l of the other perfons with regard to that. 

4/r. TooJtie: It has been done, in this fpeechybut I do noc 
know that there is any harm in this very fpeech of Mr. Yorfce's. 

L^d Chief JuJiUe Eyre. If it be that YorJce's fpeech was 
printed and brought back to that Society and then .af^e^ircd 0^ 
though it could not be imputed to the Societ!^ in refped of their 
former condud towards Yorke, it would be in^uted X/b them 
10 ref{)e6l of theip f^bfequent condud. ., . ,. 

Mr, Tooke. I agree ; that becaufe then*; they could do fome* 
thing themfelves. That was in the laft trial endeavoured to be 
put upon Hardy; an^ it haf^pened that what-Mr* Yorke en* 
deavoured to fay in London, and was prevented, he w.ent to 
Yorke or Sheffield, and laid it diere| ^hat v^as endeavoured 
to be put upon HiLidy, 

Iit4 
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Z9rid ChUf JuJUce Eyri. Hardy bad no wrong done Uai in 
thait re^^ becanfe^diefe tm evidence to bring iiome ibe con- 
duft of Yorke to Hardy. 

Mr. Tooke. But your Lordfiitp will fee the wrong that will 
b^ done us, if what is done by one is to .he imputed to the 
whole ; it is not a corporation, it is a non-enti^. 
- Lard Chiif\JmftiKt Eyri. Iamperfe£Uy awareof tbflt 

Mr. Tfioii. I certainly remained when many refpedaUe dn^ 
rafters quitted the Society: the Duke of Norfolk, the Duke of 
Rufbmond, and many others; they had reafons for qtiittitig; 
but becaufe I was more confifteot than them, it would be very 
hoLrd that I Ihould be thought more criminal. Mr. Adam^^ you 
know that i lived at fbme diftance kom London i 
■ 4i Yes. • 

i^ ibvc yott ^ver been at Mr. Tooke's bouTe I 

Jim X es» 

j^. Do you know that bis fiunily is very (budl I 

^f Yes^ . . , 

%Do yDtt.}kiiow thiC hb. gurdeoer <goea to bed <t mar 
o'clock, and gets up to work in the morniJig at fouur oNlackf * 

A. I cannot tell that. 

J^i Do you know Mr« To#ke defiwd to get home very etrly \ 

jjf ' Yes# • t - . . r 1 ' 

'^ And frequently wmiti •way wbeo die Society ntP^ . 

J» Yes. 

. j^.. Aod.that fiainetioiea.be iUid to make-up nine for »balbt| 
^nddpiiiVQiitswttyf . ' .^. 
. J. Yei ■■*■ i 

^ Doaot you kuoir that/you have frequently requefled sie 
p> ftay in oi&r to prevent the. Society doing any ad;.> '■ Do not 
yeu know diat for upwanb of two years my docTared ofmion to 
you was^ that the Society ihoaU lay upon their eiO'St 9nd a4r* 
journ to aa diftant days as they could* 
. J. Certainly. 

Mr. Twh. I muft be a very uiiotHamQn isader,. my Loir^. 
}^^ Adams^ Po not you know that I wa^ always, feaui? tQ» 
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iigii any thin^dnt ^pou 'wflied not .t» SgOt X>i3il<tf irat^.a]^ 
•wa3^ jfay, tlutt i nevfir ivocild.aanfent (to aoy .diii^ "vriucb I 

\irouId not myfelf fign ? / . . . 

i. i^. Ith{£i)Lyau'Jiave4lwa]fS(faitllib^ 

* i^ BIave,lmotiifoiiieliin»4Q!Nc|b? 

^. Frequently.' , • ■ 

^ Do you'kmw who.ii»iig.CBled ifatt iiabffr ani foimdarof 

to ^^Major Caitwdgkt, .......... 

txF th^HoMieof'^CoraqiQitt'f ...... 

^. Did yea <«fser-rbd ^e ^tMks aiydi. pi^pcrs* cxospt dwfe 
"which were fent to the Society for Conftitutional Infoitnalion \ 
were you acqWtittti 'wMi thtfibooksj^ ^pi^fcrt) »id cqpun^^ca* 
tions of other Societies ? ' ^ 

j1. Certainly not. 

^ Was it the cuftom with members of the Sooietjr^fpr 
C<$hflitub{»hal > IiifeiSnaion, '^hfnt ttof? mBt> :to i^ad weK.the 
bdbk:«^^«heMr owa.Sod«ta^ ^ n .. .... \ 

J. O, no, ' i ... 

^ tj^at '^etMg Zi pai«»0FAip'lbocik in ^rtiieh their fo^lQBnes 
were much concerned) they did not trouble themfeivies .dhen 
much tO'lMO^^'What'had hettnr^i(ttir«idif it^stttidipmottundii 

y/. No ; they hardly ever looked ^t it .< ' . . 

- Mr, '9)(?«i^;* li^flfi^d^tHis ^queftidn^^tbat rite Jpiid&xltQr^snay 
perceive, that fo far from being accountabk^Ar.dBt/iBOBftjMMS 
colkdion of different Societies, that they di^ not Idiciw/ibei^ 
^lo^A'-cidictftio)!^ \ ^j lievvciefld {wU^ inrb ja |hq^novn<hpc(ks. 
' LiiM C^/jJif/iice 'Mype.'Ba^t^jh.mm a^diAoent readiog. 
'fi-dm tfie^nHnttte^-^ think {yott^fald dia.:Biputes mh:a/is|dl over 
iftKvfi[y$ heUre J^u-bttgan^j^riUufiifibf^K. '•..- ^i ; >><.; ,- . / i- 

^. Yesc .V: -> v*H3 «• : • :: / * s^^- .-; .ru ^ 

Lord Chief JuRice Eyre. That they wer^'ih th^ laBit ^ 

- e '^1^. Taoke, They were laughing and talking of fomethii\g 



elfe; there is nothing much, your Lordihip will fctif.jdt lk>k 
at tttHii' to cHga^ t^'t^ajf* 'atfC^AtMiK^Do-^you kniwi^pr 
dm ybtt VecbUe£l^ tK&tKvlWh'^l'ediAd:' notr>(te)(y' you h^iftfytimb 
mRithki pi^Tfj^W'^fAeii^i^hb^ Aeni «(y.gec in adjbutimKnt}^ 
Ae Society? .!,••♦ • .« • : v . ' •' i L u 

J. I^ttiaylfoVt li^nirf'^nce of ^t^ecr, Mtfoif ti khdn^ .kfaat 

^. What was ufually the number, as MfeU asyi^ttdbi hnttdb^ 
idfit, ont tiine Wi^ itnother, dPpetht^ tAo iive«t»g^hei:^iit.Yhat 
Society?" -' '' " • ^ ' •' '- ■ - -• >'/ ■/ -irritfri, 

if. I tkoiAi mt^pp^ckifit^ tl«M #en^ il{MPfi shv^imaigir ^.-tf ere 
feme been diJrtjp', artd ^€«aj|es^hfi«nkw«e than^fiir/ ^ '' J :^ '» 

j^ Were thej^irmed- With ^ites '^ ikaflcet«*-^ • .- . in 

; ^ Kd you evW hear any tilk of iny diiilg^if tlutt^kak} in 

the Society ? * ' . - . ^ :. .^,. ; J ; U^ '; r.h , :■: . J, r. -> 
^. Never in my life. •' ^^ 

J^. Were all the mcihBers df the SoCietyj dis^ fan Mmo^ of 

Aefemeway of tKinking? • • ^^ i u . i m v. 

i*. No; I thiiil not.' . • ic r .1. , , , 

J^: Youbdievethefewerfefometirtiei'debflt^^l^'^' '-^ i ^ 
A. Yes. •' 't ' . *: ^ 

^ Afxd' rottiettmesk contrariety of dpfhion^P- '* '^ ' '•' • 
if. Greatly fo. -^"^ '-^. * * -• 

J^. Was there ever in iflie Society ficha thing; as 2I feetret 

Cbftttilttee?'-^ ' ''■" \ " '''': ■■"' ^- • ' - * ' 
^. Never. *""''*'• - ^ ' ' • ' < * 

J^ Was not every thing tranfafted openly and publtfcly ? •■ 
Jt. Yes. •'''''' "'' '^"* • • ■■:"'' ' -'" ••'' ■"■ ' •■ 

^ There were many orders, I perceive,'^ ffe^^chfly ''Com- 
mifted^ of Corrfefpond^nce, were dieit not ? "''^ 1 • • * ' * • 
' -J. Yefe ; 'frequently, ^ - - • ^' - '^^ » j V' . ' 

J^ Did they ever correfpond or write any thing ? 
A. I do not believe there were above one or twd letters ever 
wrote. 
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J^. In the courfo of the ten jfears ? " • •'- •• ' ''»'" ' - - -^ 



A Yes, ' 
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J^* I f«e in the f«pora 'ifeit ir«ft lu^nbors ^ (Upers w»e or^ 
deredtb be printed, a hjundred thoufand* I bdieireyf/Oncey to be 
fent to all the Gorrefpondents in E^gV^nd^.Fxa^ey.Scptlaiid, 
and Ireland ; were any papers {n^tnted ? ? . _ 

' u£ Shattl* tr#lib|e ^u ^q know wI|U'>f«fbli|ttonrjt .ivas ? ; 

j^. I do not recoHc£t ; but were there ever a hundred thoufiuMi 
primed of anything ? . • » 

^. No; nor a quarter ^f ihe^ number* .1 do.i^ f^f^ ^ ^f 
that there ever tvere more than five or fix thoufimd of any^ 

Mr^ Atmf^my.Gtmt^hA imdei^UiKl 7<hi to %f sdialr^s kun^ 
dred thoufand veare ordered to be printed} but that ■you.dojiot 
know of more thtm-fitC' thoufand being printed ? 

A. I cannot fay exactly, to five thoufand of any one wo#k.\. 

Mr. Twkt^ Sul do T^u recoiled that a hundred. tbou&nd woe 
ordered to be printed of fomethii^) and that it was never printed 
at all? ...'.,.:■♦. 

Af. Yes ; I was ordefed not to print tbem. --- v.^ 

^ Do you recoIle£t a great number of Gorri^fpondents in 
France, Scotland, ^nd Ireland, that the Society, bad ? , - 

^ I do not know that we ever ^correfponded witfa.suty body» 
except in France. 

^ Were the mincer of letters, whic^ they fent, -or that Aey 
received, the greater ? <. 

^i In France we never anfwered one. . 

^. But I mean any where elfe : did odier Societies write to 
us, and we neglect to answer them ? 

A. Yes, 

^. Were we often reproacKed for fo doing ? 

A. Very much ib. 

J^ When I went away from the Society, vi^ich I ufiially 
did early, did not fcmic other member of the Society ufuaUy go 
home with me ? 

A. Yes; fometimes. 
' ^. Do pu recolle£l who ? 

A. Sometimes Mr. Sharpe ufed to go with you. 

^. When 
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j^ When you were firft appointed Secretary was it' tioQ(he 
cuftom of d« SoiskfeyttO!{a»t'panipMetSy.«dd other thiiigs, and 
<fiftrjbuee/riiem pntis f . : ; -j . : 

^ Has dmtbcaen the cafe.&r the iaftdiree or ibur years? 

jf. No; there have been pampMets printed) and givAcrawayt 
or. ttiken away; I dbaot^knowlhat they hare ever beend^i- 
butedorient; I cannot charge n^y memory with aay^ Iheybav^ 
been ibi trifling, if' there have been any. 

^ Doyou'irecotlc&that before, you wa9 difijriifled.firoin, yaipc: 
employment, you mentioned your ejqMpibtioM 4At yoH-flioi^d be 
tK>, :to Mr;..Taoke. -r . • ri - : • ; 

A. I did* , 

^. Can you recollect die advice Mr. Tooice gave you upon 
tfa^'oocafionj ■ • 

' j£ I do not know >^iai' I • qmexadiy; I briic^ it' waa^ c^ 
fpcak to Sir Jbhn Dick, one of the board,' whom you tbougbt>fi 
good-natured rnaii, I belkve; , 

• '^. {'know him intimately myfelf,. and could hnvetfpoki^n to 
him forygu; but can you recoUefl my &ytng) thAtthe Society 
would never be able to do you any good ? • 
: J. I do not recdkiSl that 

J^. Let -me try by another circumftancci. can you FStoUe^ 
my advifing you to do yourielf good, and let us fi^ far be- the 
inftrument of good, bygdf^rto thofe, under whoi9 you had a 
place, and giving them all die books and infoidnatton you ppf- 
fibly Could relative to our Society \ and that I would juiftify 
your charaiEter for fo doing ? 

A, I do not cecdb^k tt.. ' 

^. But the biQt is fo. Wifliing to ferveths Secretary, iind 
knowing np dlher method, I wilhed him to do that of whjch 
he has been, I believe, felfely accufed.; Had. the Privy Council 
our books of account? 

-4. . y es» /'•.'. 

^. Of the expenditure and receipt ? 

A. Yes*' ' .. . 

3 ^ Were 
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^' i/^ { do not tftcdUiftr tlidkKj«rafe)akiprdiefetiM|>feil> \ • 

«^ Is it not abfolutely certain that ifi'illiq^ dboiaedh to dio 
bookfiof expenditure, it muft have been known bythofe who 
looked at lhc!'<«uidBrsv 'CtJf fiid MJOiiUr t03br^riiitdl,?i:vfc^^ they 

- ^M'vJAcom(^(3Mtfrl|&r^;hdi>«0iBlW3^ 
*vli^r^f/C%j^..^t^^y:^iqf;.74Kitxsia pKopcsly Doljr* be kjftawn) 
bj the books themfclves^ >it famlcs/ifii'ettjr ttnudt'^.to die:£usie 
Mlnfg,f4f yd» a(£}Uifih <%kttctienuiid ftafae tof itfae 'iWiioeBi ofthe 

J(/r. 70(^i^» They would be able to fee whether ithdiinaiiccs 
aoabled them to print ? .!<'!. 

<^ Can you guefs why in the report which incntkio^ -that 
Aef Weft ordtttt^ ioih^jptimefy'd Mnknatrvkktmdt ihit :lbey 
mbitlAfi\^P^ta^pdi^-ywi4ihc0ffr any ileiCinifMiyi^ wtis not 
inferted that they were not printed ^^ MAMvkdn^mijphf^teeh hf 
«fefb6(^oP€Mt>€^tttre9 that none iwtffeiiprinl^ do.iybik know 
^Miy-retfbnl why^th|}'^rdkr ftoiMtofniii J%iHad>*th^ ^^n^nAraf 
ance of that order omittddi' . .'.. i:. / ' . /•!.,*'' 

^. I cannot tell the reafon $ I belitv^ it' was>nefeti nieabt'that 
ti»cyflfs6uld|>e-' printed.. :' ■-> : . . :j j;-. :..» * 

^'J^i Ifdeonrihd i4itbof^Nof eti^ber^ a Mmdred thoufand copies 
bHdefeA^ tof^'^lMdiltad'foroUt ^orre^nd^ii^ injGreat^firitain^ 
aM JM^nd'>,''Mditbl9i dodefy^ati^ @brii<fp6iidsxiniiiii|rdis(li^ 
\: !^.".Ho; 1 db i«lii i«(k$ll«d' «ilM<they>hid ;t i eahnotriake Bjpoo 
me to (ay ; I believe not. '. «'.!• r * '.'ir.i^^^ 
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Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. You do ncH ikiblv ofi iay I 'j I 
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li '*M. 'QT^^M^ H^vte^you^ oiten'hea^d be^jcike aiid^ ktugfa ^ die 
SrtfigmUciOtetbf'ihaU'Soci^ty? • : < •' • •I • 

-^. Very often. ""• : • ^ .. i • - - • . , 
^ Have you ever heard me declare myfelf a friertd to tlni- 
verfal Suffrage? • ^. • ; « ♦ . *./•. ":'•.• ;• •' * 

A^ I cannot immediately bring forward that expreffion txsAfily, 
'' ". * ^.Uni. 
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^ XJnimHSA Sttffjragt .m^ans ^c crety perfim isi Enj^htui 
fiiould have a vc^ ibcf a mtmlKr pf parliaioeiiC I 

A. I bav^h«ir4 you c^preis it in tfaatligbt 

^ Oo you reoiember when, and upon what occafion ? you 
mifunderftand me now— > 

L^rd Qhitf Juftice Eyre, You have heard Mn Horne Tooke 
fj^ak fof it^ is diat what you (ay ? 

■ jt» Yes* 

jlir. 3>0i^ For fear there ihould be any error. Whether yim 
have heafd.nie at any tim.&y d^at I was for a reprefe^tation of 
the people univerfidly* that every man (hould have equally a 

A. Ihave^.cartainly* 

Mr^ T$oku I believe i» is the only man in the world ^t ever 
didh^arme. 

Mir^ Adtms. If I have iaid any thix^ I did not igwydiately 
imderilrand, I fkif»iA be very (orry* 

Lord Chief Juftia Eyn, Do you wifh to, csqilain tsq thing 
you have iaid \ 

A* I woul4 wifl^ Mr. Toojce ihould ciplain any thing* 

Lord Chief Jufiia Eyre. No ; have you yourfdf any wifli to 
explain any thing i 

A. No. 

Mr. Tooke. Do you recoiled Major Cartwright propofing his ' 
four propofi(ions of the declaration of rights; or do you know 
any . thing about the declaration of rights I , 

A. I believe it was not in my time. 

^ Was you prefent at the anniverfary of the Society the ad 
of May laft. 

A. Yes. 

^, Do you remember what pafled from me on that day- 
do you remember the fubftance of What I mig^t then hyi . 

A. I do not indeed* 

1^. No part of it ? 

Ai. I could not call to my recolle£i;ion any part, I was fo much 
engaged^ 

Vox.. I. I ^ WiU 
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^ Witt* your memory enabte yoii fo recetleft the anmirer* 
fary of the French Revolufioii iii die ye&f ^gd? 

jf, I remember attendin]^ it; was it at the ilkAt^^f 
^ Mr. Tooie. No, at the Grown and Anchor j do you lemem- 
ber Earl Stanhope being in the chair ? ' 
• A No, I do not. 

^ As fer as you could perceive, and as far as yoA recoOe^ 
do you think that I put the Society on too ftrong merfures^-or 
Itept them baclo^'-^ you think that I was (otWtiA I 

LSrel Chief Juftiet Eyre. You put y^ur queftidn ¥ci^ <Ht 
tindly before. 

A, I do not know how far I might judge of ftrong mea&uvs : 
•t-There were fome queftions put I thought too ftrong ; Aere 
were other queftions yoti endeavoured to prevent : there was 
nothing that I ever had an idea of about treaibn. 
^ j^. Was there any tiring Whfch gave you caiifi? t» diin& that 
any of the Members of the Society ever iiiteMfed titht^ to 4e» 
fwit or kill the Ktag? 

A. Oh no! 

jj^. Did yoii' evtr think the7 intended td take «p arai^ or 
^ComplUh any thing by force ? 

A. No. . 

^ Did you think they were either bold enough or ftrong 
icitiwigh ? ' 

A. Ob no^ never ! 

^. What do you thmk vras the objcft'of the greater pari or 
all of ftat Society ? 

-//. The greater part was for a Parliamentary Reform, and 
perhaps all might be \ but fome of them took it in a diflerent 
viewTrom what I did. 

j^ Do yob think that thefe were fly fcHows, vriio meant 
fomething that they did not bfi 

A. No ; I believe they meant all they fiud, 

J^i You think they were fincere? * . . 

A. Yes, 

^ You have every reafon to think fo ? ^• 

AL Yes. 



( tli ) 

J. Yes. 

^ And no realbn to think the contrary t 
J. No; I had every leafvu to believe tiiey were Snepre in 
.what tfac^ iaid, 

^ Vou do not diink they made ufe of this as a prete^yt fqjr 

» 

ibmething eUe : you don't tbiok that with their great M^eatth or 
forte of anm they mesait to fubvert the QoVernaients but d^t 
^ey were fincere in wifhing a Reform in the Commons Hguife 
4k FacUamept I ^ 

A Yes^ 9i It^efiimn in the Commoos Houii; of Parliament.: 
,but they were jiot all x)f the fame opinion in th€ manner of doing 
.it ; ibme went fai;ther than oth^s undoubtedly- 

^ Do you recolle^ft.ai^y cocrei^ndence between the Societjr 
/or Cpnftitutional Infpri^uuion a^d Skirvingi pr any periibn xa^ 
fiding in Scotland ? 

A* I recolieift tbqr fending a letter, but not our ^fw^ring 
.^uiy) if Jt is fo it is in the books, which I beg to refer tp» 

j^ Have you kept back any letters, or papers,, or c^cr^fpoad' 
^nce wbatev^ ; are diere any but what have been given ^p or 
that have been feized on^ 

A I do not know of any ; it is poffible that there ina^ her 
4fome, but never intentionally* 

.^ Can you recpllei^ the appointment of a Cpmmittee of 
Correfpondence on the .4th x)f April, 1794-—" Refolved that 
^ there be appointed a Committee of Corrjcfpoodencp of the 
J^ :Members of .this .Spciety V 

A. Yes. 
, ^ Can you recoiled in what maimer that Committee of 
, Corre^ondence was apppinted ? 

A In the ufual way I think. 
. 1^- But can you recoiled this, that I being requefted to be a 
Member of that Committee declared that neither my health nor 
my bufinefs would permit me to be a Member of it ? 

J, Give me leave to read the minutes 

lor J CSmfJuJiUi Eyre. D« you remember what. Mr. Horna 

ToQkfftys? 

\ z A. Yesj 
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A. Yes, I da remember it — That his hfeakh w^d Hot pcrtnit 
Km to be on that Coifimhtee* - 

Mr. Tocke. Did I ever mdet th6 ^^ommiftce ? 

A I believe never : I do not know that the Coitlfrmtfee ever 
did meet. 

J^. Do you recoUeft how the Conhmtttee of Go-operatiorft 
was appointed: The refolation is — "That the Committee of 
** Correfpondence appointed by this Society be the Committee 
^* for correfpondence and co-operation with Committees of other 
** Societies.'* You have fpoken toth^ manner in which I was 
named of the Cohimittee of Correfpondence, and therefore my 
name appeared as on tlic Committee of' Go-operation, becaufe 
Aey voted afterwards that the fame Committee ihould be a 
Committee of Co-operation ; but do you know, diink> or be- 
lieve, I ever met either of the Committees ? 

A It was underftood that your was not appointed. 

Mk Tocke. But my name appears thene a» though I was^ and 
has been fo publiihed f 

Lord Chief Jujtice Eyn. You io nof know that Mr.* Home 
Tooke ever met that Committee of Co-operation? 

A I do not know. 

Mr» Tooke. I afk a great number of thefe ^ueffions to get 
rid of the fa£t from myfelf: 1 hope they wBl be of no pre3.tidice 
t6 odiers^ but T would not have it thought that I coniider it as 
a crime by puffaing if from myfelf, for I do not. 

Lord Chief Juftia Eyre. You are perfeflfy right in ptflhing. 
it from yourfelf. 

Mr. Tooke, Do you recoiled notice being ghren by mc diair 
a motion would be made by me, at a future Meeting, for two 
books to be prepared; in. one of which ihould be written the^ 
names of thofe'who defer ved the reprobation, and in the other 
the, names of thofe who defcrved the gratitude of the Society? 

>/. I do- 

^. Do you remember that no fuch motion was ever made ? 

A* There was not. 

^ Do you recoiled a little mirth at it / 

A, There 
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oi There wasa lau£^iag.;^baut it. 

^ Can you remember ever to have heard me lay that I ha4 
Jain out of my own bed but tvirice for the laft feven years f 

Ji* I cannot take upon m^ to iay. 

^. Can you remember my faying that if there were* a meeting 
of any of the friends of liberty, for any good purpofe, u(K)n 
>VimhledoQ Commoi^ that I fhould certainly.be found there I 

4. Yesu 

^. But that if it was fajther •? I ihould not be found diere, 
becaufe my health would n0t permit I 
^4' 1 4^ remember that. 

Mr. Tooke. J have proved one thing for myfelf, and anodier 
ijhi^g.againft myfejf«-«^that I love libertyVery well near my own 
home, but would not go a great diftan^ for it. Was you at 
the laft dinner of the Revolution Society in 1793 ? 

jt» I have no4oi|^tof it) Ifaaye generally attended. 

Mr. Tooke. They are very numerous; I belonged to four 
Conftitu^ipnal Societies-r-this is the Revolution Society'-^the 
DiiTenters keep the 4th, and the Church of England the 5th of 
Noyeqaber ]L beli^ver--^PQ ypu r^coU^ ip^y givipg a loaft that 
day? 

-//. Yes, I dOf 

j^. Can you recollc£t the fubftance of it ! 
^, {f you wiU repeat it to me I fl|all recollefl it, 

^ Was it in diefe words, or. to this effe£l-?-»May the peopU 
iii thi^ CQ^^(ry never fprget nor forfake the prefent family op the 
throne, until it ihall appear by their conduct that they have for** 
gDttei) or jbriakeo the principles which plac^ th^m qn it f 

A 1^ very wfU remeimber it, 

Lpr4 CbUf Jufiiti4 Eyre. Be fo good as c^psat it. 

Mr. r^^^r. May the people of this country never forget nor 
forfake the prefent family on the throne, until it ihall appear 
by their condudi that they have forgotten or forfakea the prin* 
iriples which placed them on it .^ 

J. I do remember it. 

^. Are you able tq t^ m^; who eftabUfl^ the dianqr club ^ 

4f I believe you did,. 

I3" • ^Dq 
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^ Do pu recoiled whf Adt dmfier #ifr was ^ftabltfhe^ 

jf I radier think it was in 6n!er iUsi the membeir wi^t 
meet better* 

^ Do you think die meeting Was at hflf zhtr faar^ rsAier 
than at feren, that I n6^t go home fboner ? 

L^rd CbUf Juftia Eyre, There might be fiimethin^ to do, 

Mr. To^i. There was nothing to do if the meetings but to 
eat and drink. Can you (ay wiiat you meant, or wiuet you be^ 
lieTed thofe of the Society to nftan, when they faid they would 
cooperate with the Correipondfng Society, in order to cibtaun 
their great end — What did you underftand by their great end ? 

A. I underftood a Parliamentary Reform was meant, 

j^ Do you recoiled many candidates being black-balled that 
wi(hed to be members of the Society ? 

J. Not a great many. 

^ In ten year8> do you diink there might be ten ? 

A. I believe not ten peHbns. 

,^. It was not a rcry fccret Society then, and not much afrail 
^ Qiies.-^Can you iWear that die nanfes -Which are to be found 
ih the books whitfh. are caHed^ die books of die Society were 
there at the time diat the biifinefs {nferted under their name^ 
pafled? 

J. Certainly not* 

^ Do you recoHecl an aflfe^tioA ipr imit?tfoA of 'Fnwich 
phrafes in the book^ of the Society ? ^ 

^; I do not know that diere is in the bookSr^S am not f6 
certain of tiiat. 

Mr, Tooke. I aflccd an improper qucftion-i*-the books will 
better tell that 5 if they are there they are-eal^ to be fbvmd, and 
would have been found before this.— *Djd you ichd any notice to 
?lt. Andre and Barrere that they were cicfted honorary members 
of the Conftitutional Society ? * ' 

A. No! 

^. Were you dire6led to fend any? 

>. Ncu 

^ Did you yourfelf cnt^. all or any part of the fpeechcs of 
St Andre and Barrcre in the books of the Sdci^ty ? -^ ■ 

j£ Not 



iAHAzSif put.: : , ;.: . ; • 

' jt» No. 

J^ Hkd fott the jiats-pffiBnio-iaafertjduani fjrom I 
- -rf- No. 

^ Wecedieoews^pecsiniiie Socie^F 
. j^. NotAatEkncin'^ofc 

JUtr, Totig. But every body elfe mighl have the i^eedies, 
wilboat being charged with Trelilbn : I h^ve been told tha^' 
the flan wha xesdiy pufaliflied the 4)0^hes> ^who ibid them fat 
every body. that^^inmU bity» was ^od as «o evidence on the 
trial of Mr. Hardy, to prove j^uik io t^ofe who o);^f taiMe4 of 
inferdiig theth* 

Xffn/ Cbief Jt^i Eyre. Geitainly it is true ^t the putfi 
11^ called to provis that there were fvch ^eches in die Mo* 
inteur.. 

JMr. Tuke^ And that he told tfaeoiy. in order to crJaxHna^e the. 
Sod^ty. 

l,9rd (M^ JuJUce ^yr<. The way in which the Society waa 
eriminated was becgufe they .had pii>Iiihed t^ the. world i^at 
thefe were the fpeeches for whi^b they had made the(e perlosj^l 
hoBsrary iaembers.| it was ar^ed tfaaC that was potAiting oi^t. to 
Ae world thefe p^pfers^ aad f eocHniaending tbeni to their 2dten-» 
tionj that was the way in which it was ufed. 

Mr. Tff9hf Attd it wai^ lbrtiin«te ler the Society that they did 
liot fay fuch a thing as this— ^there are fome good things in the, Al^ 
coran, which are wiir^ atoention — they might have been chskfged 
widi Mahometanifixi if liiey Jiadrecomicnetyled any part of the 
Alcoran. Had you, after the M^ar, any direct or indireS ceyrH 
refpondence whatever with any perf^ns in France ? 

>f. Certainly not, 

^ Do you know that any member of the So<?iety had ? 

^, No- ■ 

;i^. Do you think dieyiiad ? 

4, Not ^a^ t know of-^-Hjpcak from my owA. knowledge*' 
• U ^Did 
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Did you ever fee, or hear ci % ItMtr fsmoa Wr* Margaroe 
to the London Correfponding Society, contiimng. tMe ni^tK'ds : 
^ We cannot by fo much of Citizen Sinckir, from die fiodety 
<< for Conftitutional Informaidoii. He ha^ .bseft €aa6md t6.ids 
^ bed, erer fince Saturday, with p, violent fever and fore^coat ; 
^ he is fomething better^ tMs mormiig., He ia a valiiaUe. young 
^ man i and, fhould he die, his lo&' would be feverely.^, not, 
^ indeed, by his conftituene5,indiohave bafely abandoned him." i 

4- 1 rather think I have readit \ it mnft appeac uponlfaebdbks. 

J^. No; I do not believe it is ttpon the Conftitutional Societjr's 
books. This letter was feised, and we-get the knoiwleilge of it 
Vf havihg it printed in die report \ here is MargarotTs teftioiany 
that the Conftitutional Society had deierted them, 

Uti Chi$f Juftki Bjre. What is it ? . - . 

Mr. Tdch. A copy of a letter from Gerald and Margarot to 
the Secretary of the London Correfponing Society. It isiaii ez«. 
traordinary thing five or fix gentlemen choofing tft Send n 
Delegate, that the treafon, if there is any in it, tihould. M upon 
thofe who had no ocHicern in it} and uriien thr fiek^tts of the 
London Correfponding Society fiate that the ConftttntionalSo^ 
ciety had abandoned htm. Do you know, that ^ between two. and 
three years ago, I quitted London, on account of. ill-kealdi -and 
infirmity? 

A That was the time, I believe, yon .went to- Wimbledon. 

^ You remember I had a ferbus infirmity ? . . . .* 

J* Yes. 

< 

^ That infirmity put me out of a flate ta bear anns I 

A. Yes, 

Mr. T^ke. I am afhamed to hav« taken up fo much time in 

this examination, but I thought tt,might rather fborten. than de^, 

by. . - • . '\'. 

Mr, Daniel Adami^ , 

J^xaininei} again by Mr^ A^Urnfy CimraL - 

^ Be fo good as look at the book — Upon the 1 7th. of April, 
1794, you find an c.itry of Mr. JoycQ being: in. the daifri; if 
you look at the names, you will find that Mr. Tooke, Mr. 



( «« ) 

Kydd, Mr.^llMNaH, Mr. HardjRi and Mr. Kacfater^ W0re pro« 
fent) among otfam^ f 

A, Yes, 

J^« Y«Ni find them aif entry toAb eflbd: Mr. Joyte made 
die rq>ort of die meeting of the Delegates of the London Cor«^ 
rtfponding Socktyii for the purpole of diis Society co^»<^>erating 
widi the London CorrtQx>nding Society, and that they had coihe to 
the ibllowii^ refoludons } dien there are three itfdutions entemd : 
<< That it appears to thia Committee very defiraUe that a Ge- 
^^ iieral Meeting, or Conrendon, of the Friends of Libexty^ 
^ (hould be caDedy for thepurpofe of taking into confideration 
^ the proper methods of obtaining a full and £itr reprefentad^i^ 
^ cf the people/' Then there is a fecond refolution. I think 
you told us, upon Mr. Tooke's examination^ that his name was 
propoM to be oa die Committee of Correfpondcncei ih'his 
aWence? - 

A. I do not know that I faid that. 

Mr. T»^h. He faid, that the former Committee of Co^rel^ 
pondence ihpuld be a Committee of Co-operation* 

Mr. Aftmrn^f QfrnraL You fityTOu copied into* this book tht 
f eiokdens, firft being taken down upon loofe paper i 

A. Yes, H 

J^. The rdblutions, when taken down upon loofe paper^ vrtxt 
not always in your owd hand -writing ? 

A Not always.* 

^. You can, perhaps, inform me, dieui wbofe hand-wridng 
the part of die refidudon, I have now r^iad to you, is ;^ and 
whether any, and what part of the ipugh draught of diis refolu- 
tion is^the hand^writing of Mr« Tooke I 

Mr.fTopii. A good deal of it is, I dare iay. 

Mr. Attorney General Do you know whofe band-wridng this 
paper is ? (/hewing it to tbf p/itnefs.) 
' A lio not. 

^ That isi however, a rough draught of a refolut".on of the 
fitiiiof April, 1794 ? 

4 Ib^eveittobefth 

^.An4 



J^ And .ijteu'Miewe thejw^qbttob itt ^jKtvk io htrp bod| 
icntered from that draught ? -. ^ •.'• 

^. I believe it was. 
'^Mlr.'^ie. I do iiQt.bdBive: tf^ffrfti^^A kfeMrAf iniM w 

Mr. Auwfnrf GeneroL ¥qu biwe told ^ Tvith i^eft to Mr, 
fiiiidaiir, that he lad been lent to tbe S<^lii;li CofWentiQiH HT a 
avery fiivate meeting f . 

^. No; I ^ not mcntioalbat; at 4n^ «»ti9iOfdii«u-|r %wtxA 
iBeeting. » . - 

. J^ Look at this letter (Jknviog it U the witn$fs)% and tell me 
iwjiether it is figned by any per(on whofe liand you kooir ? " 

A, That is figned by Mr. Tooke. 

Mr, Tooh. The whole is wtittin by me. ~ , 

Mr. Jmnuy Getut^L J Jwg to lay tibc eyidei»:e bejGotf^e Ae 
Court in my own way. You remember the meetings pestepS| 
on the 25th of January, 1794 2 v, 

~ j£ X de, ; 

^. You fee an entry Aere, ^f That it be r6Mi«etJi tteit ^ 
^ tooft exodletm addreft of the London C%m^p^»^^: Sjotikty, 
^ be infertad in ^e books i>f dne Society."/ / 

-^. Yes. * 

J^. Wa$ <}iat'Cot>ied into ibe book icotnMJ^iigh.vpbaitc f 

A. I dare fay it was. 

^. Look at this paper {jhewing it U the fi{fitm^)^ and tell 
me whofe Kand-wtitiBg dkat f s^ if you know it i 

A.' It is Mr* Toobe^ tend'^writing, . 

^ You knew lliat die London Cocrefpondrng $odi«^ bad 
had a meeting about four days before that ? . 

^. I do not kDow k; for I never attended any of di<eir 
meetings, i dare fay 4!heymi^ have bad. 

^ Turn to the 17th of January, 1794, do you fmdin the book 
an entry, ^^ That law ceaies to be an obje£t of obedienipe wben-i 
tt ever it becomes an in((ru«*nt of oppreffion.'' ? 

A. Yes. 

^ And feveral other refolutions that' hove b^en referred. to ? 

^ Yes. 
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•->« Yes, 

•. J^. Who appears to hire been m the "chair that lugbt f 

A. It appears that Mr. Tooke was irt the duur. 
' Mt. Tioh, Do ybn mean to (ay that I in$ in the chair when 
Hjefe refolutions paflM ? 

jf. No; I do not mean to £iy that 

Mr. Attorney General. That is breaking in upon my exami- 
nation. 

Afr. Toole. It was wrong ; I ought not to have done it, 

Afr. Attorney General Was Mr. Boilney prefent ? 

A^ His name is here, 

J^. Was Mr, Martin prefent ? 

A. Mr. Martin's name is here. 

* J^. Was Mr. Kydd prefent ? ' 
A. His name is here. 

ig. Whetlier this is not die rough draft of the minute of that 
tefbhition, and whether the fiift appear upon it, that thefe refo-' 
lutions were come to, and die time at which Mr; Tooke left die 
chair, is dire£lly ftated ; and tell me whofe hand-writing diat is ? 

Ai I ihould fiippofe, moft probably, that I entered it from diis. 

* ^ Whofe hand-^writing are thofe minutes ? 

* A. The greater part of them is nune. 

i^. Whofe band-writings is diat in the beginning ^ 

A. I do not know. 

^ Do you mean to iay diat you cannot tell me whofe hand- 
. writing that is ? 

A* I do : fometimes I was in the room, and fometames not} t 
was called out frequently by different people, dien they laid hold 
of die paper, and wrote diis. 

^ Then, upon your oadi, you cannot fpeak, as to your be- 
lief, whofe hand-writing that is ; fpeaking of your belief as to 
die hand-writing af a perfbn you have feen write ? 

A. I could not fwear to the hand-writing. 

^ Can you fwear to your beBef of it, as being the hahd- 
wrfting of a perfon that you bare fccn write, accordmg to your 
Relief? 
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A T think it is pofltble I may recoiled; but I coirfd^Wt 
fwear to it upon my oath ; I cannot (wear to die hwd^unipmg* 

^ You cannot fpcak to it> .to your belief? 

^ I do no^ know how far I^an (peak to my belief r I could 
not ipeak to it, fo as to make it fatisfaftory to my own joiai^ 
as to the hand. 

\^ Whofe do you believe it to be ? 

jt. It may be Mr. Bon«ey's. 

^ Do you believe it to be hi»? 

A 1 cannot fwear I do ; bocaufe I do fiot IpuDW hi^ handr 

^ Do you believe it to be his ? 

A I do. 

^. Have you ever fccn him write t 

A» I have feen his writing a great ntuiy timesy bnt } do oof 
know that I ever few him write, 

. ^ irook at the entry of die 23d of Marchy 1791 ; you fwill 
find there a re&du^oo of t^sinks to Mrt Thoms^s jPainei for his 
moft ^afterly bopl^ iptitled (hi? Eaglets of li^an, 
- jf/t yes. , 

j^. I^ook forward ; you will find it is refolved that the fbre^ 
going refolutions, and all future proceedings of thi^ Society, 
be regularly tranfmitted^ by the Secretary, to all our correal 
ponding conftitutional ^ofi^ties in £ngland| Scoibndy ^ 
France? 
.^^ Yes^ 

^. Then— ^* Refolved, that the Aove refoluttons be publiiheil 

^ in the papers/' f 

vf. Yes, 

^ Were thefe refolutions come tQ, as yp)4 baye en^r^ them \ 

A* They certainly werct 

^. Were they publilbed in the papers ? ^ 

A. I fuppofe they weft ; if they were not, it was thofe pat 
pcrs that did not ehoofe to infert them. 

^. Whether Mr. Tooke appears in the manner that has be- 
fore been mentioned to be prefent at that ipeeting pn the a^d 
of March, 1791 ? 

4 He 
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'-j^. He appears In the book. 

J^. Look forward to the ift of April, ijgXi does Ali*. 
Tooke appear by the book to have been prefent then f 
^i/. He does. 

^ ^^ y^ ^^ a relblttiion there, ^ that the reiblutions of dris 
•^ Society recommendifig Pairte's book^ • the Rights of Maw,* 
^ and publifhed In feveral of the papers, be republUbed iiithe foi^^ 
^ lowmg, viz. General Evening, Morning Poft, World, Ehgiifh 
'* Chronicle, Sherbourn, Leeds, York, Briftol, Nottingham, and 
** Birmingham papers :^' Did-tfie Society come to that refolutien ? 

jf. Certainly they did; I fuppofe fo, or I fhould. not have en^ 
tered it there, 

^ Have you any reafon that enables you to ftate, one way or 
(tther, whel^r thefe reftrfotion* were actually printed in the fe- 
veral papers which I have now mentioned f 

jf. I cannot take upon me to fay that they were ; vtry likely 
tiiey-might; the Loiidon .t)nes — but I can't poffibly take upoii 
me to fay. . > 

^ Turn to the 9th of March, 1792, you wiU find a gen-^ 
tleman there propofed of the name of Joel Barlow i 

jL Yes. 

^ Who Was he propofed and feconded by, as appears by die 
book? 

A " Joel Barlow, Efq; author of Advice to the Pfivileged 
•' Orders, propofed as an honorary Member by Mr. Tooke, and 
H ieoonded .by Mr. Sharpe.'*> 

^ Go to the 16& of March, 1792, you will find this^ tcCo^ 
lution : ^ Ordered that the Secretary return to the Cbairmstn of 
^ the Society at Mstnchefter, the thanks pf this Society for his 
^communication; at (he fame time alFuring him that this Sor- 
^ ciety does beanily concur in the above resolution,'' which is a 
refolution of die. Manchefter Condi tutional Society, figned 
Thomas Walker and Samuel Jackfon ; and, among other things, 
is this; ^ That this Society congratulate their Country, at large 
^^ on the influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to 
^ have had in procuring the repeal of fome oppreffive taxes in 
«*. the prefent Seffion of Parliament." You findthat, dont you? 

J. Yes* 



j^. Then ydu iu><t di«t older ihat the Seprelarjr (hoMl<) return 
thanks tx> the CbainBaii ? 

j/. Yes. 
' f^ Whoft imyi-fw&ipg is 4Us ps^ct fjis^uittg it U tie -wuit- 
wfs)j and wfaeriier^tkat is the rough draft of the xeflahxoom 
which you. copied ? 

J. This IS the rou^ drafts and it is Mn Toolqe's- baBid»- 

^ Who was in the chair at dmt meeting i 

A. Mr. Tooke. 

j^ Look at the meeting of the 23d of March, 1792; jow 
obferve there that the Sheflkid rtfolu^on is entered : ^ We At* 
^^ clare that we have derived more true knowledge fromdie twp 
« works of Mr. Thomas Painei intitled Rights of Msin, past 
^<< th^i^ fifft and ficond, than from any other. $iuthor on the iful^ed. 
^\ The pra£kic€^ as well as the principle of Gov^nmcmt, is laid 
^ down^ in thofe works, in a manner fo clear and .irrefiftibiy 
5^ convincing, that this Society do. hereby refolve to .g^ve dietr 
^ ^anks to Mr. Paine for bis two 6id 4)ttblicfiitions, Rights of 
*^ Man, parts ift and 2d.'' You obferve, at the bpttpmi the 
^tecretaiy Daturas the thanks of the Socie^^ and there is an en- 
try pf a refolution : whofe hand-writing is that? 
. >/• Mr- Tooke's hand-writing* 
^ Mr, Taph, That- is my hand-writii^. 

3/r. Aturmy General. This is a draft of, a . letter lent a^ an 
.anfwer; to the Sheffield Society, informing them they would in- 
^QQCporate their twelve aflbciated memb^, 

Mr. William Woodfall (called again) 

.' .Mr. Attorney General. Whofe hand-^writlDg do you beliei« 
'that to be? 

A. I belieye the main body of it to be Mr. Tooke-si it*is 

marked, Ifuppofe, to be Jdenti,fied — Admft-of a letteryWhich 

(purports, upon the face of it, to be a'cotnmunicataon tQ-befiiiade 

to the ShdSkld Society, that afibeaated with • them tifK^xeiaf 

Hheir Members. 

Mr. 
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Mr* AUarkif: Cem^al Turn uaw^ Mr. A(iarii$; lo tfatf maeft^ 
ing on the aotb of April, 179a s you find a commimiouioiy 
there from the Tfar»^ Tuhs^Taverii,. in Southwark* . 

J. Yfes; theretisw 
:> J^. Y43U find a reibltition! tbat the thaUks of the S0cietjr.v.be 
^|bvA ito the^StHith^rask Steiety for ^9 following doa^Diunicationi 
ind a refolution that it fhould be publifhed in the. papers ? 
•►.jff »¥«./ ■••',. 

• ^ Does j^nor racdkAita ferre you whether it was publiikeii 
in the pqieris ? 

JL It does hot; biit probably it was. 

J^ Go to thie ayth of April, 179:^; does Mr« Tooloe ^(leari 
By the book, fio haye been prefent that day? 

A Yes. 

• ^Dbyonfindaletteivaddrefiedrtathd Friendi.ofthe¥d9t>Ie| 
iiftJbfodT 

^ Yei. 

J^. Who was in the chair diat day ? 
; jt It an^ears that Major Canwright was. 

^ Was thak letter fent ? 

A. Yes % it was* . . 

J^ Lodk at die 4di of Mayv i^^^ does Mr* Tooke s^pear 
to have been prefent then i 

Am He was* 

j^ Have yoii an entry oS reai£ng a letter firoiti ibe Rovcte^ 
tion Society at Norwich? 

^ Yes. 

^* Is die Imer entered in the bcKric ? < 

A. Yes. ^ 

^* Do you find this pafiage entered : ^ The Rights of Mitifi^ 

* by Thomas Paine ; and the Advice to the I^rtvUeged Orders, 
^ fa)r Jodt Barlow ; have sdfo been read with att^ittion^ an^cir^ 
c< cuhted with avidity; they point out, with cleameft, vnaft 4iF 
*^ the abufes which have adcumuhtf^d unddr tite Brililh-£ro* 
^ vemment % diey attack with energy moft of the prqadicest 
^ 'loMhii^ haf*i tended to perpetua^r them/' ? 

^* Yei. 

J^. Wife 



^ Was Mr. Thomas Paine one -of die Mmbai 4^f fhu 
Conftitutkma) Society ? 

J. He was, I believe, an^honorary Member* 

j^. Did he attend pretty frequently, while ia Engh^d I 

jt. The books will better tell you than I can-^L rather think 
he did attend> but not very often, I believe } but the books wfll 
better afcertain that. 

J^. Do you find a refolution upon that 4di of May,. 1792^ td 
this eie£l:<*^TIus Society receives the above comnuuiicatioiis 
with the moft heart-felt iatisfadion, and defire earneftly to concur 
and to co-operate with thofe Societies } thatis^ the Norwich Socie* 
ties, in their laudable objed, and that the Secretsury inform them of 
the fame, and of the unanimous eledion of their.twelye members f 

A. Yes, nearly to thofe words. 

^ Look thoroughly at diis, and inform me,, whether it is 
die original letter which was read in the Society, upon that night I 

A. It has every appearance of it— -I cannot fay that .that if ^»-- 
folutelythe letter. 

J^ Look at the twelve names at.the bottom^ and fee if there is 
any hand*writing there diat you happen to know ?.. . 

A. Not one, ....:,. . . . 

^ You do not know any of the hahd-WntiAg.that is there? 

Mr. Tccii. That is my hand-writing* > ... 

Jl4ir. Attorney GemraL Look at the fame 4th of May^. X7929 
and teU me, if Mr. Martin wal prupofod t0j>ean booprary mem- 
ber by any body, and by whom? 

A^ It appears here that Mr. Martin was propofed ao hpnorary 
member by Mr. Tookei and feconded by Mr.;Fr|ift. . 

j^. Do you remember any letter of dianks coming frqm. Mr. 
Martin to the. Society? 

^. I rather. think I do. 

^ Look at that paper, and tell .me> if yQu k^iQW ^y. body's 
iuiQd<-writing .that is in it ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to by. wbofe It is. 

Mr* Tooii* There is an int^rlines^ion that is minf« 

Mr. Attormy Generah You will be b .good as looik at the 
l«xecting the nth of May, 1792. Was Mr. Tooke . pnrfeot at 
that meeting, as appears by the book I 

A. Yes^ 
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^ You there have an entry, that there IhouW be a tommu- 
nication from this Society widi the Friends of the C6nfl4tutidn, 
at Paris,* known b^ the name of the Jacobins? ' • *^ ^ 

' • . ' * . T 

jf. Yes. 

^ And an addrefs from the Society of the Friends' of Ae 
Conftitution> at Paris, called the Jacobiiw i ' * ^ 

:;f Yes. ■' *'": ' '• 

j^; Do you remember die refolution paffing, thit yoit^Tee 
in that book, that die above addreis be figned by the GJlair- 
tnan*; and, that Mr. Jdm Horn^ Tooke be fequeftcd to trant 
mit it, with all poffible difpatch, to Mr. Watt, at Paris? . 

A. There is fudi a refolution. 
- -^. You would not have entered it, unlefs mat had been 
refolved upon i fhould you? ^ * 

A. No. 

j^. Do pu find another refolution, that the addrefs be read a 
fecond time, at the next meeting, for ptiblication ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Look at the meeting on the lath of May, 179I. Is there 
Kny mebring motioned iii that bbok, in which you have iniertod 
a letter from Lord John Raflel? 

A. I do liot remember that there \% any fuch letter; Can you 
refer- to the date?- ^ ; ' 

^. The 12th of Liay, 17152; ' ' 

A, I do not remember ever hearing (rf it. 

^. Go to the xSdiof May, 1792. Was Mr. Tooke then 
prefent, as feras appears by die book? * 

A. Ye^. ' ■ -i: ..'.'. • ''- 

^ Do you find the adJrefs to the Jacobins ordered to be 
puWiflied? ^ 

A. It doe$ not appd^ar licre ; I do not fee it, at leaft at pre- 
ient. ..'-•• 

^ If you look on, you will find a letter from Thomas Paine^ 
dating, that he is about to publifh a cheap edition of his two 
parts of the Rights of Man j and then,^ that the Society take 
into confideration the contents of that letter. Refolvdd to give 

Vq;^I. K him 






* * 



l)im thankS) and to fupport him. Do you rectdle^HftK^i^ 

^ Do you obferv? ^ lefolut^on,. tl\at « 'poiiimittee be ap- 
pointed to enquire into the rumour of this profecutioa o£ Palnr, 
9ih1 t^ rcqppxt tp the Sociel]! <^t fhe next meeting? , 

^. Yes*, 

J^. Are the Coomuttee named I 

^ yV^t ?krq t;b.eir na|ne^? 

^. ^|r. Sh^rpe^ Mr. Tu«n» Mr* Tocfce, Mr* Froft, Lord 

ibaer, Mr.ilvdl, aiid.Mr, Fitzgcralc}- 

^^ Do you (be a refolution tHerei that a.c9py of Pauae'^ letter, 
togott^r v^itli tl^fe reiQ^uiiiQttSf ihouU be trapfinitted tQ all the 
aflbciated Societies in Town and Country } 

A Yes. 

^. A^i ^t 3poo copies of the above letiteir and cefoli^n^ 
Ihall be printed for th© ufe of the Society i . ^ 

A Yes. 

^ Wei^e^tJ^y priatedJ 

-//. I Cannot t^ke upon me to fay^. whether they were op ao^t 
the account-book will tell, I dare fiiy* 

^ XC you loofe at.th^t p»pfir> jf<Hi will be able t^ tell uf, km 
your book, whether they were printed or not; smd tjie addra&.ti^ 
the Jacobins to be paid for by the Society ?. , 

A This appears to be publUbed in the p^P^^* * 

J^ Goon lOrthe tjtfth of May» 1793. Qo jou, find th»ea 
refolution, that 6000 more ccyie^ of ^ biUs^ dir«<^d at the 
iaft meeting, fhould be printed -, that a hundred be feat fo tad} 
of the twelve alTQciated members of the Sbe$<4d Confiitutional 
Societies, a hundred to each of the twelve ailociated members oc 
the Nprjaricjhi.Conftitutipn^ ?Qcietyt two lu^ndped taeacb of the 
other Conftittftioiial Societies,^ two hundred to Derby^ and tw(t 
h undred tQ tbft Society at JWfefl^ 

jf, Itj i^ here. 

J^. Did that refolutioA. pa(k? 

J. Yqs«. - . 



i-iStf*'.' 



^1 



( ^3* )^ ' 

'' J^. W^ Mr. Tooke jircfeiit, is lat ai 4p^ ^X ^^ ^'^^^ 
Sit die time that pafled ? *• 

yf. He appears to be prefent, as far as di^ book fhbws ; nis 
name is m the booK. . ; r i ^ o 

I^'Sec whedifer Aere is kii entfy bf a letter ott fiie &mc even- 
ing, the 24th of May, 1.792, fcghed'lThomas Hardy? '^ 
^ Here it is in the book, the firft of June. ^ 
\^. DM ybu evfet'fee this papdTr feefer^? "' !' ' ' \ 

jt. I dare fay I have fcen it. , ...,., 

^ Whofe hand- writing d6 you believe It 'tote? 
■* jf^ Ido nbt kno^*', upon niy oath. * '"' .' ' 

J^. Whofe hand-writmg do ybii believe it to be? 
^ Ji I have Mi the ftifialleft idea. 
^ l?6t cven^— to your belief ? 
^. No, not even to my belief. •/ v 

^. At the meeting on die firft of June^ I792> ^'^ ^* Too^e 
appear tp be prefent ? * '. , . '' 

if. Yes. ■".','•'. 

^ Ydu finel ii enif-y thfcrc, •''AattTieSecretarvr^r^,/that 
>* h^ had fent twelve hundred of the printed bills ordered at 
<• fte fed ifteeting,' to the Sheffield Conftitiitionai Society^. 
** twelve hundred to die'Norwich Conflfitutional Society, ,to the 
** Soifthwark Cdhithutional Society two hundred, to tbe Xon-* 
*^ ASirf Cdrrcfpondlilg Society two hundred, to a perfon to te fer-. 
*• warded to Derby two hundred, to ,the Conftitutidhal Wtigs 
^ two hundred, to the Society ^ Belpar two hundred.^— ^iJid 
ypu fend thertr? 

A. I have no doubt of it, from reporting it. 

^ You find alfo a refolution — ^^ to fend to Mr. Joyce, to be 
•* forwarded to Birmingham, fix hundred j to the Society at Ald- 
** gate t>^o hundred, to Manchefter twelve hundred, to' Liver- 
^ pool two hundred, to Cambridge five himdred, and four hun- 
^ dred U> be diflributed among the Societies in the neighbour'^ 

a « f 

<* hood of Qlafgow." — ^Do you remember that refolution being 
come to, to diftribute thefe copies of the ch^p edition of the 



Rights of Man ? 



A. I have no doubt but it was. 



tWume date, figne'dMargarot and Hardy? ... ^ 

" J^ Oo' you find an oracr diere> in thefe wor^.: -f^ Tl^^ 
^ faid lettef hn; pubKflied in jTti^ i^ewi^p^rs as. if»U receive.^ 
^ advcrtireincnts<<if this Society.*' ? .. ^ . - 

jf. Yes. . f » • . •• .. t :'-': I ;•:■•-■■-.* . 

^ Go to the tneftinjjr qf the ijtb. of vJjuiip^.WlM'Was^iii 

the chair? ..•,., . . . . 

u^* MnTooke was in the chair,< . .. ^ 

^ See whether there is a ipinute, 4iat there was read a letter 
from the Lopdon Correfponding Society, flt^tt^y dut they lad 
opened a fubicription for the d^feqce qf^j^aifie, .and .that the/ 
wiflied that fix of their members mighty be aJTocutted^wdth t^$ 
Society? ,^ .... , 

w/.,Yes, - ' . . ' ' 

;^ Ybii will be able to telt me, perhaps, i whether this (Jhmf^ . 
sng it to th wHnefs) is not the letter that came, and . whether 
this is .the fignature of Thoinas.Har^y, .pi: pf any body el&, and 
whc^; and lipok at the body of theiett^, and tell me, if you 
krio^y the hand-writing iijthe body of the letter diff^«it fipqm. 
the general, contents of it ? ... ». 

jf.J. 'never taw .Hai;dy Write in my life,, as I ji;ecolled» it is 

very different from what t have feen offered to me as hi»» hand* 

writingln general. '. \ . ; . .^^.^ * 

* J5; T^en you do not know, either whore.han4><iWritfng^th6' 

body of it is, or wKbfe hand-writing theinterlineatijonas? 

Mr. ^eakf. The interlineation of *^ and that knowledge,*', is 
mine. ., ' ' . > , t ■ 

Mr. Aitohiey General You find an order,, ftafing, dut the 
Secretary was to ioform the Secr^ry, of ,4be Lpndon. C9r|c.. 
^ondin^ SgSciety, that the Society received. thqr propofej jwdt 
pleafiire,' and were willing to admit fix of the jr members, whom 
they would acknowledge . to be aflbciated member9.TrI^ JP^ 
rec6lle<3:'tha,t paflaffc ? . . 

^-^/Vfes.--^--'-'-^-' '■■■■■' •• "■. ■ . . 






fc- J^: 'fte 3ro«i Y^dJBe&^e letter ofitfec l^tftAoh Corfai)fattSiA|'^ 
Society, and the two laft 'rtfo!atic^;>%eing'<^<i&ted'to'lfe=pt^^ 
lUb^ lA the i»wfpiij>^r»f ' - '-' ' ^' -^ ••'"'•'* ' • <-• J •^- 

yf. It is mentioned here. .v/Jlh^J 

9'li^^ Sbti^^^h6t« i# i^r^folliKbn tik^^'nhnhtt^t^eSiriJ^^H^ui&d 
« copies of Mr. Paine's letter, dated the 6di of jdrf#, ^^iii'^tel 
** Mr. Secretary Dundas, be printtif '•'by 'tte'Sodetjr, i^r -^c 
^^piitfX^^bt^ Ifeitf^ > traiifinirie«' to^^ul; ^^i)dl^^«r|k^^ 
^ but- <jr«at>' Bvltfftei and*^*^* <Joi«riiitfc^»b^' aA^AIiSketf ^tc?^ 
*ViHreatWlaind^-^f-^' -"''• t;''^'*^' s^'^^'^'^-^r'*'':''^ nr.bfHKl »* 
jf. There tiHRiciyia[''I(«tteK-'-'{ ^-^ ii'iiHor.c ,• j nMi n-qu I..,^'h^ 
J^. Docs it appear who are die Committee? -^^^ -^ 

Vvr, -y^itMlirroftepMR «<!ftr^/.M^?Cteitfi^^«e^. J»r 
J«y«ei ^Mr/'Sjfki^hdsr, and Mr'J^AIJJ ^^^^^i^ ^'^ "^^ J o^Io T .iM 
•^. luform me, if you know whofe hand-writing \h&i mlii^i 
is, that ordered the twelve thouiand copie»^i>1>e^ptflffilh^? *^ 
- flfcoRi^'Mf/^TodW'^haAd-iSrfthT^,^ ^^^ *>^ -^ "<^'l f'^ $> 

jf. He was. * • V • *-** -^ - '•' ^ '"-^ '^ ^^' r'^nDh'-l oHi mo^'l ** 
J^. WhoMW in the chair that day t •'''^^" *^ 

J^. Have you an entry, ^ A'^Mt«ftttr^«i^k»,"tBfe'^^^ 
« information was filed ilgaiftA M^'^HV^fot^^WT^ttfeUaKf 

•M*|i4lightt*fMdh,vr ' '' ''•^^- -^ ---^ -"^ ^^ <^'- ;S'- 

^. And that a fubfcriptlon entered into for him,- W ttt^kit 
into a fepsiratc part of the book, and be received by Mr,' Bbnj|fey, 
his Solicitor? ^ : f- '- ' ^:^: ^ ^.^ T ^ • '• • .^' 

4 It runs thus^« Ordered that the fubferfptibh eAftii^ W 
^ t*i*tf^^biJtiefitrtJf .Mn Ttaito» l^aa^^^ a^^c- 

*^ parate part of xh^ book* and kept open for tbe uJ^mfcerf of 
9^ this Society,'^ ' : *.::•.: :5l 

^ Lqol^ tQ the ^9th qf Jqne, 179a, you find tStYc, kit 
the Committee who had heei^ appointed, reported* ^ ' plar^of 
#ribut|on of twelve thouiand copies of Wkf Paine*rl€tte/to 



j(. I do not, know. I had not the iK^lbribqti^ ^ 4Jk«P^ I 
believe. 

^ London Ou'refponding Society, were ele^te^r' . Wieie ^bsy 
aie&ed upon that day according to yo\>r tl g ojU ffti ftfti? : . 

^. Yes. '^'-Tifir /fi; *'t« I . / i \ ": • J. s '* 

Mr.Tookc prcfcntupon 4>ll%^^WMfl^Mt^^^^^^iml 

J^. Do you find an entrjRrm?. %e»i J| Ipttfr -ftowl Ar Qf^- 

^ companied with fifty copif% of ja.^^^^Bi^fi^illBilfte ^Mk 
^ from the Friends of Freedom at Cherbourg.*' ? .- . ; 1 1 ! 

>^ Yes. i ..' : :. •• - 1. : «^> :i'^»' /.. 

^ Do youremtsmber that letter being rjead; i^9ft^Jlj(itp0fi^ 

^- Go ,to the I2th of Oaober, l79Siv4p y4*&i^ I^Mf^ 
^ Read Mr. Barlow's letter to the NatiQO$|;QMlie^o|^of 

'^. Was Mr. Tpoke prefcnt at thi| meeting ? '. .o?^^; . - 
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' ^ Do you rememBcr receiving a letter from Mr. Barlo^ 
with thktbbokj/called his letter to tfie National "Convention of 
rrancef 

i ^^ I dare fiiy hi Bedtufe the letter is entered. * /. , 
'^ Do you find a refolution theire— ^* that Mr. Styrchi be 



** requefted to draw up an ^fwer to the Jetier <^ Mr., ^a^Iow 

* expreffing ho% much pride flii's Sotiety feet at having efefted 

* him an honorary member?" . ^ * 
^» Yes* 

A% Yes» . . 

^ Do you remember receiving an addre& from the ^^ational 

onvention to your SocietyT . 

.</• Yes. 

^. Was it read and entered ? . . . ' 

* -**JS^. J>6tc to'the' rneering b^ fhe* jt^th pf (j&ohir^ J792, and 
inibnh me who was in the chair ? ' '*' ' . , * 

yf MnTooke,, . 

^^ Dbes it appear at that meeting that' ah afifwer to lyTr; Jo^ 
fiarlow was produced an^ appcioyed^''and oj^ jered to be publiihe^ 

^. Yes, it appe^s fa ^ ,- V 

^ Does it appear from your' bb6k, and is tt fa£t,'. tifat a 
Committee was appointed ^t night to confer with 'the Pele«> 
gates"^ of the '^grreftohding jSocfety iipon the adUrefs .of the 
National Cgnvcritibn orfranccr ^ 

^, Yes, 

J^. Who forme4 that Committee j was * Mrt Xpoie off' of 
them? ^ ... 

es, he appears one of the Committee upon the back, 
' ^. Loot to ihe' meeting V die 26th of O^ober^ 1792; you 
Und that you read a report of the Committee appointed at the 
|aft meepn^i it js entered Ky the book that you did ie ) . . 

vf xes,"-^::'^ •■ •- ^;';;y' ' \ 

^; Is the fa£^ that you did fo.? 



K JDa jrcm^od a reiplution*---'^ 7" ^i^ ^$ the ppim<^ oC tbat 
^* Committee, that the^ purpofe of the ziiireis dra^wh up by the 
^^ London Correfponding Society would t>e better anfwered 
^ by feparate addrefles than by, one Joini( addrefsi'* lq(>k a^ the 
fecosnd of Novjember, , fee if it is there r i . r 

A. I do dot lee it. 
• ^ JDoes lyir. Tookc app(^. to have , been preient Mpop. Ae 
i6thofOaober? ' . . ' 

^. Go to the 9tfa of Novemb^) ^79^:4 5^^^^^ ^y^M ^ 
pear to have been prefent then ? 

. ^*» .J[<.eS» . r / * • 

S- There is entered their an addre& ^om the Society foe 
Conftitutional Information to die ' National Conven^ioi^ m 
France? 



A. There i$« 



*^ t. - •'-; Lrri ^ ; 



■> t 



^ Was that ^dw6.f?|dj*pd, approved of ^^ 
according tb your recc3le£H6n r , ' 
«i/. I believe it was. : - ^i 

raft' be deputed &y the Sqciety to prejre;nt the addrefs k£ tho 
*^ Socierjr at tne l>ar oi the National' Convention in |*pa^^| ^ 
wf. Yes. 
^ D^ th^ reftJution.pa§ T.^ ., 

— . _, *-» . ■■► • f i ^^ s 1*.*' ■.» 



"^ '^-y''. : 



• ♦ .4 



■^. X es» , . ... 



:rj' -^^ :i 



^l tyoi you find that BarBw and l^roit^lkving aQcci>tcd the 
above deputation* the d<)ciety thank mem^fbr it r ^ . 
A. Yes; nearly in thofe words/ ., / ^ t 



^ Did that pafs ? , .^,, 

A* X eSt 




« opened for airahpg th^ gttom of Jranec-ih th^, cauf^ of 

^Freedoirt.'" ?'•'■" '';"'■ , ", ' 
>T« I es» .,, • • t i ^ * » ^ ' ^ 

^ Was Tuch a (ofefcription opened in tne Society*? . , 
A Thene qeyer was but one that I recdl^ ^d that fW3s 
al^erwards. 

* ' ^ Go 
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f «39 ) 
J^ Goto l}<e tn(e^g'of,.ibe i4l}» tf/'JhsimheTy t^gat 
doss Mr. Tooke appear to have been prefent at that meetiu]^?. ■ 

4. Yes. • . ■• / • 1 .' ' •■■■ •• 

J^ MnMardn? . ... . f • ) • 

^ Mr. Kydd? . r > 

^. I do,i»9t fee his natn^; •'. •:.• ' r-. / ^i /y. : h\ 1 . "* ',t)iiii ^ 
^ Mr.Holcroft? . / X 

^ Mr. Joyce ? • \ re; i ,t. irr • CI ')- *-'.- 

J^. You will find there-^^^^ Read a famed lad^Fefi < 
« AIluK^ftcDr.rj v~.,v '.-'j ' ! r*oq -'fr -jii: ...;'' /.: 

A* Yes, r '.:):.'-.!, t^.'.' Xi\^- r- .*fi »i '♦ - m 

. ^ ;%> ypu fAd on'Ae.fiAe,diK)M;;^ lMbl«eii<^t.€he Ttun- 
^ dt|d|llpufiuid.c$pi?s^Of,$hP-^aKeil^ tfisSqbiecyi 

*' and diftributed to dieir correfpondents in Great^Brltsuqaod 

^. Was that refoludon come to? V * '- '^ '^'^"' ^** 

uf. |iiv'a3.piiCed^ ■ ;.'.- ,♦;. .^/r i?T' ; "^ ■ ^ V. 

J^. Qui :yM'^ tell! me Im^pfis^rlis^-vmtis^ tKe cefoluliqi|Li% 
if I (hew i^ ^oli;. iC yQi«.«taok| i6S9toA fom inS^iceHia afldnS 
from the Society of the Friends of I^iberfyjandwEqiialit^ Sitting 
atXaqa'f , » .\> >' ,.. ': <::/. ■, k !, .' .' '* '! .' u 

J. Yes- » . ' ? , 

^. Was dial letter read ? '\ r'lSr . .-^C, .. 1 •'. 

if. I do not think it was r^d^ it was in French) if I re- 
^le& fame geiitlfinan reiul p^r^ qfott; and U was put! afidi. 

^ How came that entry to be made? 

4* I do not know why it was made; it was m^fe mcittev of 
9utfi} i belifYc it ^??is-^egv» Jft be r^ ?M <i*y *d not 



» ^ • 



^ 



Afade It wordi<i;rhiIe 16 ^^o through it, I befii^e'^ a^ -Hu- "Is I 
rcccXkSL *■ - : * ....... :i 

J^. Go on, you will find a letter from the Sockty' of Ac 
Priends of Liberty and Equality at Macon, tliat l«w ohlerel tQ 
be entered on the minutes of the Society f 

jf. Yes; but that was never read, 

^ There is a blank left in the book for it ? - ^ 

J. Yes, . •' ^ '-'^ "'. 

. j^. On the next meeting, the 21ft of DecembeF^ ;j^*will 
'find a refolutton that fome Gentlemen flio^fd ie 4" Cam* 
niittee for foreign correfpondence, Mr.Tooke wuf <«B)fcrs^? 

J, Yes, 

^. Was Mr, Tooke prefent when th^t refolution w^ oome 
to on the ^ift of December, 1 79Z? 

A, Yes, aarftr asicappuntsti^ithti )>Q^r'I ^cahod^ til^ i^on 
lir.to-feyihatfcc.waa . ^/-. •'•-:.i-../ - ': '^ '■• 

^, Who are the perfons that i«erc named to be^fttf Cftm-r 
mittee of foreign correfpondence ? . > ^ A - 

. :u« Mr.rT^Kike, Mr. 'M<Niib,cib$»/^W»,> Klr;"Qeltfil,;]Mr. 
Kydd, Mf. iUader^ M&i^'I^eidM,)^, Tufliii, ' ffirfl^Lord 

3, Look back to the entry of the 4th of May, if^%i'4ini idT 
me who Mr. Gerald was propofed and f^onded by as tf lAenSber 
of this Society ? '♦ '^ *->'^'*^ ^'' 'J^'^^- * ^^^^-^ '''" '■ 

yf. Propofed ^y Mrp Topke, and feconded It^Mf.'FiftA • - 
.;\^'£j'at9 ^ ffKetmg 4rf the ilih ttf^ Jatm^ Sbes 

Ifr^Tmfceappccvivfateimiipiefbiitl'on^^^ '' 

;.uf; Hedos^ondKr.-bcxikr^ *^ -;-'..:-i -• : l-.tj.) ^ •- = '-.• 

^ Do you find a refplution ther? about Citizen St, JfVfldrf ^ 

4> Yes. 

^ Did dsat refolution pafs? •' 

-••^i/- Yes/'.' '• !•• ••' -^ 71 /' ,T . .' : : . 1 . ^' V ' ' 

. -j/. It was. ; V ?■ .. ,: ■ 

- ^. Do.y^ fitti ifr,» Tioite fi^tfei^t ori Ae ?^5th of January, 

^fi0^ appears upon the bop^s f 

^T Y?5l 



. V V 

.4- >. 
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j^« Was Mr. Martin there that day I 



,.) 



^. Was Mr. Wardle there that day? ^ . i . .' 

j#. Yes. 

J^ IMr. WMdroftf 

j/.-%& ' ■ ' • •>'— •■•*-^'-'' ' '• ''.«'.' '' '-' ' ' 
% Do: ^u itnd^tiiiN> feftSiitUMis Atfre ^tbeist* Cltlx«tt Sarrere 
and eitkeA Rdland-f-'. ^^ • • . • • -'"' - ■' * 

J^ Were thoTe relbbitions €ome to at diat meeting? • ' * 
A Yes. •- ■■'■' • " " -^ •' •> 

S. Go to the firft of February, ivfiffi -wstf Mr.^¥oofce 
prefent at that meeting, as far as appears by the book f^- * ^ * 

J^ Do .you ' finl •« ^^totiM 'tMMt iibMt Md&ig' a^^dri 
fldto lMKe^{i«rob'|l|t Sbdttelc»«lK:ifll!ty'|b^ edhflltaiii6i&iFin4f 
formation? ' ^ 

^ Didthatpafsf ,/ ^' 

' ^i.lJ^i^T:5&^f!fe^l>r^^ 

- JP* -00' vM^ i^nwMbci'''Ae^MVMi|Q6fl' wBOot xlie Jpcticn^ uf ' um 
Andre and Barrere ? : ♦$ : \i* 

A Yes, '^^^ - 

J^ At di#inMting:'0»llie ij^, fhere ^Pfas^^ a letfer ^^om the 
Society for Conftitutional Informa^on al^'4irIilihgham reac^ in 
which they lay, ** our Society requeflb ftfe 'favout qf 'youc^^- 
^ nutting the following twelve peribils '- Utt^'- tomes ^are Ikh- 

>f. Yes, 

4.:W«B-*it'*?llfcrrcad?' - '"'^ ' ^"^ " '^^ 

J* No doubt-iirwas, byits being €lKidr<tf|r^ * . • a «^ ^^^ 
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. ^ You do not know the band-wrltiiig of the original^ ; .V 
A I do not indeed. ' -; - .'; : [r/A/l iK ?\ '/ .'-%. 

^ Look at the meeting on the 15th of Mard^ xmf\ .iCkd 
was Mr. Tooke prefent *(Wr ?; . -^ . . . . ' . «U . ^^ .<? 
^. Yes. :. { > 

^ Do you find a refolution in the book-«^ ^ThH tMAh^klks 
<^ of the Society (hould be given to Joel Barlow, jmfl JMui 
<^ Froft, for their conduct in the prefentatio|i'^t«'l)ife[ AMrcJr.of 
<^ this Society to the National Convention of France ^-atfdJIbat 

^'/;^/fF»4 I9 ^A4»Hi ^: mriiiiirA fa; ^Hinfeisiinoti^Wefptd, 

<^ but encreafed by the pro&cutions and pMfnufaAina vVikich bii: 
^^ ^thful, and due difcharge of that commiil^on may \m^ U|K>a 
^ him.'* ? « . . .-on :* .! ? . . : ^.'' -v .'■{' j::!o*! «; .orij r* . .* .^5-. 
>£ It is entered here. .?v ; \ . 

^. Now for a moment juft look back to ilie ifithi«f May^ 

himf ♦ ^. q',i7,.-G 

A^ He was propofed by Mr, Tooke, und lecondedp^ Idr. 

Froft, '.; :i LXi . \ 

^. Now go to the ladi of April, 1793, you wUl^ihdbvan 

nmr^H-f ft5il4j:VeW^X*»*^ ^^ft^he: RRt|wnd Jto/*c 
« letter received from die Political Societies in Norwic&.y Aad 
a refolution that the anfwer be lent bji^jd^ Sv^SrMrjFfkK^^e.lSe- 

letter read? * ' .. ^ ./i J--\ -^ /•. 

A* Yes. »• i^i . . 

ifi^ ^9ft.%!X^'#^fc n, i. / :?ii' tiro:.- ;:. .- * 1 1 ^ - '" 

^ Was a gentleman of the name of Vaugfaan prefect ihaf 
day ? ^ , - . 

A* It appears here thathe^was, but:i«^y-.|MiB*pUt;do1tn.|.do 
nof know, fpr he is mit^ffipmfeer-pfcd^r^gcwty, t - . \ 






^. 6a on to the iSdi of June, 1793 s was Mf^ Bbribey 
puffeBt ihar dny ? . , . i • 

ii It 'appeanfo* . • •-- •■ i-^- 

^. Mr. Martin ? . / . 

A. Yes, • 3 •• 

^. Mr. Joyce? • 

s«. Inea. 

J^. Was Mr. Yorkc prefent ? . : . . 

^ Look back to the 21ft of June, and telKme if Mr. 
Tooke, and Mr. Yorke, were bodi prefent thehy ^ ^ fsappeiurs 
by die book ? 

J. Yes ; as far as appears by the book. 

j^ Should you have put them down if they had-ncA Hben 
prefentfomepart of die time? . ' ,.. 

j#. No; if they had not been prefent fome part. ' - ^ •' 

. i^'Leokto the S5di :of CMbriber, iT^j^rdo^S'Mr. Tpoke 

sipfayrtoJiaveriiecii'pnlent^Midiil'dayf * « — ' ' ^^ 

J. Yes. . ' . ^ 

J^. Do you obferve an entry, ^ Mr. 'Siiictaiir read a letter, 
-^ with an addrefs from Mr. Skirving, Secretary *to^ the Conypn- 
<< tion of the Friends of the People in Scotland, to the £ecre^ 
^ tary. of jdii» Ix)iidDri C^nio^c^ 

M» Yes. ' '' , • 

^ Was that letter read ? 

J. Yes ; I fuppofe fo by ibe.bitsy. . . 

J^. You find a refblution about an^Extraordoiary Geiieral 
Meeting, did that alio pafs, according to your general bdieff; - 

A. Yes. -'' ' ** ^ 

j^ Proceed to die 6di of December, 1793 i was Mr. ToUce 
prefent upon that day, as far as appears upon the booJc i -"^ 

A* « es. .•■'...»» 

J^. Is there a refolution on that day — ^ That a Genial 

^. Meeting of the Society be called for the fecond 4Pr(day in 
*' January next, for the purpofe of confidering the tmpoftaht 
• letters received from the delegate Mr. Sincl^rir.** * 

A. Ye&: 



J^ Is theri& a refblution— ^ That a Cooimitte AoidAlle ip* 
^ pointed to correfpond widi their delate Mia ^^ael«in'^F ' 

A^ Yes» 

^ Were thoie rcfdutions come to? ' : ' 

Jl Yes. 

S^ You were prcfent upon the aSth of Mardi, 1794??.' 

A* Yes. '• • ' ..'' .'''•' 'f 

^. Was Mr. Tooke prefent, as £y: as appears 00 dxat day? 
• ^. Yes* .' , -*<-.•- ^ ''■«• . 

_^. Mr. Bpfifl^? . r ^ .:...; ;• ^- .• 

A. Yes* 

^ Mr. Joyce? • ^ 

, '^ Yes.., .•■/:•'"• 

^ Mr. Kydd? ... >• » 

^. Yes. 
9 *^ ^Qijrdu rirtMOibori the fitMtkiliA totnkfr a leter figtted 
Thomas Hardy^ upon the lMdM^of:te-SoeiitJr9 i>cgi]min( 
Citizen? 

, A* Ycsi »t!a|jpearS.her& : •• • •-. • 

. 4^. Is.it^aitorod^ 

,.:a Yt^ .. 

^ Were you {Mfafet dt a Ms^Coig 6f tb 

-A Yes. 

^. Was Mr. Toolce prefcot tfaed? 
.v/». ik appeatft'itt die:boQk« 

^. Yes. 
i^ Ml?' Jojroc? ' t 

i* Yc^ 

^. MnHardyJ • x 

,. 4* Yfcs^- • ,■ 

.^. M^.Kyddr 
. A^ Ye$. 

J^ Mr. RiAtcr I 

j/ Yea 
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-*. Yes; ■ - - .' . ♦ ' 

J|..Oid dur. refe^feMis^ paft iliat are ei&tef ed upon ihe bfHdb 
as upon that day i , . . < 

if. I fhouid have no doubt of it, as &r a% I-icsia i!ecallai&.. . . 
^ Tha9tKofM9^yi a794i w^M^Tookcprefenttkcnf 
J. It appears ibt ^ . n 

^ Do yiOtt fte an entif*-^ Rtad a paoiphlet conlainmg 
!^ certain proceedings of thp London Corre^>onding Sodotyi 
«^ and of this Society* Refolved) . that tli^o.^thouiand cif thd 
^ fame be printed by this Society?** . , 

A. YeJi- - 
^ Did that pais? 
A^ Yes 5 I fuppofe (b. 

Mr. Daniel AdamsS 
Crqis-texamined bj Mr. Tooke. : * ; 

^ On.the>24d&:ofc' January^ 17941 ib^re' is. aii order 

^^ That die Addrefs of the London Correfpcvidti^ So^tiafejie 
*' fhouid be entered in the books of the Society." Wka^ the 
Addrefe ever entetd? } 'j . 

^. Not the Addreis of the London Cortefpoadibg Society i; I 
do not know that it was ever ordered^-A motion wsts ma^e,.lhat 
it \^,$tB>\yeAy tiiat thff.wtoft ,l»ctdll^ A4drjpf^ of tjieLoMoir 
Cocrefpooding Society be infertied in :the books of this SojCt^ 

^ty. ■ . ' . : . ■ 

j^ Is it inicftadj«y where? A > * : 

^. It certainly was nbt 

^ You have been aflced, vdicther on the firftofi April* 179^^ 
the Society did come to that refelution |«.to which you ^{¥fQr^ 
iks aiq)earjs by the books, yes.--^ What did you uiguderftaiid when 
you were afked, whether the Society came* to .that iefoluaior»--« 
had you any determiiia,te notion of the perfons meant «by the 
word S9c!ety -, when ^ Atfioraej Geni»al afted ygu^ Mother 
the Society did a particular tiung, and .you have anfwered» ye% 
beceufe you find it in the books ^ could. you, if aficed, explain 
who were die individuals meant by the woid Society ? * 

J. JccMMnot.^ 
^ .5 ^ Then 
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^ Then at all times when you anfWered^ diat the Sodety 
didibcb ^ tfking^ M^.^A^tyoia tiHeaUto %* wai^! diat fotk^'pcx^ 
ions but you do not know who, did fo ? ' 

^ There is ^ great dedof imdttge^lcQ g;ashed'by this.-— Then 
you have beenafked many queftions about the iiaftnes ofldiolewho 
propdAd ^rtsiiii me^ibers jn'^th^ £odiety«-Hlkf ydu^ or ^djrou 
not bnow^ that in tiie yesu* 1790^ I was ^ candidate to repre* 
Ssat Che city of • Weftlnhfifter .in parli«nent I 

jf» Yes* '■,/..'. 

^ Do you not fuppofe, that in confequence of that many 
perfons might apply to me ta be propofed as m^mbers^ of that 
Society? ^ 

^, Very likely; but I do not kopw. 

J^ You have been aflced, whether Mr» Vaughan was prc- 
ient at a certain meeting of the Society, you f^id he was not a 
member ^ hot it was faild he wi»a vifitori lid' the Society ad- 
mit of vifitoref ..> . : .^ 

NiA'No. • * ' 

J^ He often dined, I fuppofe, at the dinner-<Iiib, as many 
kher eentlemeir^df ' 

^.vYes; hedid» :• * 
^ ^ You were juft now afted, wiietber I did not appear to 
kave been prefmt, on the 25^1 df Odober, 1793, when a re-^ 
folution was paifed relative to the delegates — you anfwered, 
that it appeared by the books I was^*«*biit foa icrgot, you before 
declared, that though I appeared by the bookatobe prefent, you 
ifiiew r w^ not pre&nty at that time l 
i' ->^ r^You certainly wai not prefenc 

^1 J^ You ha ciroumftances kd yoUrtoknow that I was not 
pntfeift, aMhattime? . • . 

z Mr: jUtQrney. Genaral. Dd jou me^ to &y^ Mr. Todce was 
#iot pi^nt at any part. of that evening ? . 

. . jf^ N^-;'! donoc mean to £iy that. 

Lord Chief Jufikt Eyru Gentlemen, it (eaca^ the purpofe 
of this long examination has been only to fhew,.;tbatdK>fe articles 
.'-♦-->- i which 



W%!(?H nie eH^rti in Al^ 1>ook/ were reat trah&fticms of Aole 
people who call themfdves die Society for Conftitutional In* 
f^nliation, conftfting foitietimes of one fet of people:, and fome« 
times of another : they have not read them to you for die pur* 
poft of ybur mirkiiig tile corttents of them As yetj but in order 
to entitle them to read them, it was neceflary to go into this 
examination. 

(The' following entries tverf read from the boots of the Con/fi^ 
tut tonal Society*) ' 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
** held at the Secretary's boufe) Tookc's^court^ CbanceryJaa^ 
^ Friday, a3d of March> 1791. 

« PRESENT, 
<* Dr. Edwards, in the chain , 

« Mr. Cooper, Mr- H* Tooke, Mr. Cooper (Maricheftcr) Mr. 
« Sharpe, Mr. B. Hollis, Mr. J. Adams, Mn Favell, Mr. 
.« Tuffin, Mr. Froft. 

" Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr-^ 
" Thomas Paine, for his moft mafterly book, intituled * The 
" Rights of Man,* in which not only the malevolent (bphiftries^ 
** of hireling fcribblers a^e det ected and expofed to merited ridi-. 
^^ cule, but many of the moft important and beneficial political 
*' truths are ftated, in a manner fo irrefiftibly convincing, as tQ 
^ promlfe the acceleration of that not very diftant period, when 
^ ufurping borough fellers, and proftigate borough buyers, fbaXi 
«* be deprived of what they impudently dare to call their pro-' 
« perty — the choice of the reprefentatives of the people* 

" The Conftitutional Society cannot help expreffing their fe- 
<< tisfa£^ion diat fo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
^' member of that Society; and they fincerdy hop^ that the 
^ people of England will give that attention to tlie fubjeds dti^ 
<< cuiTed in Mr. Paine*s treatife, which their manifeft importance 
*«^ fo juftly deferVfi.*' 

" Refolved, That the foregoing refolutions, and all future pro- • 
^ ceedings of this Society, be regularly tranfmitted, by the Secrc- 

Yql. I. I, 1 « tary, 



^ t»yf |c>^ 4^7 ^fafpondimg, Cj^onftinitJi^ Soti«lies-ifi l&ng^ 

# * 



•w I 



^< At a meeting of the Societyif hfld Friday, April tft> ^?^^> 
•* at the Secretary's houfe, Tooke*SK:ourt, Chancecy^'lane*. 

« PRESENT, 
« Rrchard' Sharpe^ Efq. in tfie dkir. 
<♦ Coiriit Zenobio, Mr- Favd^, Mr. B* Coopet-, Mr* J. Adams, 
^ Mr. Tooke, Mr. Cooper, (Manchicftcrj Mf. Ffoflr, Dr. 
« Edwards, Mr, Brand Hoffis. * 

" Refc^ved, That the refolutions of this Society, ^ecom- 
«* oiprtding Mr. Pjtine's boot, * The Rights of Man,* and pub- 
**" Vidiid in ievcral df the papers, be re-puhli{hed in the follow- 
« ing: Genei*al Evening, Morning Poft, World, Englifh 
^^^ChHmiilej l^erbome, I^eeds, York, Briftol, Nottingham, 
*^ and 'Khrmbigham." 
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Jktr, Thomas Cbapmany (rworn) 

. E^^i^nuned by Mn Garrow* 

^. W^^ t^ a^qioiii^ wi& Mff Thccnaf Pain^ the auther 
rf the Rigla© of .Mw ? 

>/ I Wi^ 

ix>e f^h#lter ypvt primed, oc publifiied dial Ji^ifor Mr# Jhtiae ? 

.4 i irie*«4it:for Mx* Pai»e-i . . : . . . 

^j^ fe>i*« M.4>art.of tte:RighW of Atoii 

J^* Had you, in the progrefs of pttblicatiofty any Gemmuiiica- 
:Jb9«^wkb tt[e aiflipr ujpw tijlB, fHl?je<^ 
. 4f « jt had* . ...... -^ . 

.5" (i3»' 
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{fhe Extraeisfrm the Firjt Pari if the Rights of Man., read.) 
iP^Je Hard/s ^rialy vbl. li, pagi 14.] 

Mr. Garrow, Mr; Adatfi^ |s not hef e, we will, if your Lord« 
(hip pleafes, read an en^ry de he^ sffi^ frogi the books of tbe 
Conftitutional Society of the 22d of July, 1791. 

Ah. Taaii. }if Lord^ there i$ not a ^flcd th^ luuir4 pix>vecl 
that I am not xdacfy to adtpit jigaunil: myiblf; it wiB iiye a great 
deal of time, if tbey will lajr beibra me that whiph they have 
fti'U to bri;}g) ^eipf^ufe I pprjceive their coa4^^ is ^9W>^T^\^* I 
iyajB'#^i^ wK^J"? I <^2^.« ptp tbi§ CouF^ ;hflt tiliieflB j^^ per* 
Jury to faie j[)rpughlt 9gain^ nier^l have been fu^^p^q4 ^ l>^ ft 
traitor, but I fee nothing but what is honourable : let them fhew 
me the paper, and I will admh every thingi 

Loicd C^id^ y^^^^ Eyve. There is no (>bj.«<StioA tQ re^ng 
that e^ctrai^j de hue fife^ t\\\ Ad^ns .CQtpes* I |iaYP tp^t^U^Xj 
iaid^ that I will not bind down the prifoner by any admiffions. 

Mr. Tiiiel I beg paldod-^I fay it wouU he poffiUe if the 
Jury were not yery attentive, by hearing a grsat many diings 
proved, to make ^m think that Aey -were things of confe- 
quence, bec^ufe they were proved } I would rather Aey fliould 
take diem as admitted, and lee what they are; bflosi fearful 
they ibould believe, ^t it wpuld be impofible for an Attorney 
^nd Si^licitor General to wafte hours and houri in prq^ing thoft 
things which I am willing to admit ; and that they will really 
think they have weight, when I know they have not. 

L§rd Chief Jufiice Eyre. At prefcnt nothing will he read 
but that which is in proof, and every thing in proof will be 
read': hitherto thofe proceedings have not been read, they have 
only been exmined to for the purpofe oi identifying ^em, and 
Ihewing that they we^e real tranfaftions of the prions who 
compofe this Socicty-^what they aire, is to be f^en when Aey 
are read ; the queftion we were upon was, whether it was right 
or not, to read this one paper de bene ejfe\ till Mr. AdamS comes' 
to prove it ; . to that extent I fee no obje(%on. 

La ^ ^e 



(The extraSf read.) 

** At a Meeting held at the Secretary's houfe^ Tooke's Caurf^ 
* Chancery Lane, Fttday, aad of July, 1791 : 

- « PRESENT, 

^^ Mr. f roft in the chair ; 

• » 

!* Mr. Jeremiah Batley ;. Reverend Dr/Towers; Mn Boniiey; 

- ^ Mr. J. Adams v Mr* B# Cooper j Mr, I. L. Batley ; Mr* 
^< Satdiel \ Mr. Bufh ; Mr. Paine ; and Do£lor Edwards. 

' *^ Rcfolved, That the original and tranflation of an Addre(Sf 
^ comnmhicated by the Reverend Dr. Towers, from the So- 
^ cicty of Nantes, be entered in the books rf this Society.'* 



^ To the Priends of Liberty^ affimbled together at London on 
^ the ij^fh ^fjutyj 1791, to celebrate the French Revolution, 

' ^ The free Citizens from the banks of the Loire addrefe 
f^ their teftimonies of brotherhood and of good«wilI to the 
f^ noble fons of liberty who inhabit the happy (bores of the 
** Thames* 

, f^ Wbiift ail impotent hand of the fa£iions ate a£^ive]y em- 
•f ployed in the heart of France, and the proud Nobles are 
^ carrying the poifon of their calumny info foreign ports f 
^ whilft the Priefts are labouring to rekindle, by their peftilen-* 
^ tial breath9 the extinguifbed torch of ianaticifm ; and the firfi: 
^ of oilr fiinftionaries has given to the people the example <^ 
^' difreg^ding bis oath, our wifhes and Our fenttments lead us 
^ towards you, generous ftrangers, who are engaged in cele* 
•' brating the French Revolution — ^a happy preliige of the re- 
^ volution of, the world F But why fpeak we of you as^ of 
^ ftrangers 1 you are our friends, and our brethren : thofe only 
^ are ftrangers to us who d^fert them> and who excite wars in 
•* order; to perpetuate their tyrannical dominkwa, and to rivet 
^ the chains of nations. The decrees which, have eftablifhed 

• « the 
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^ die French liberty bave been like jthe trumpet founding the 
^ reftirre^on of the world: at our voice the nations have 
*^ raifed iheir degraded fronts ; tyrants have turned pale upoA 
^< their thrones $ and, fuch is the probable efFed of this great 
^ RevoAution, that in a fcort time nothing will be remammg 
^< of them 1>ttt the forrowful and (hameful Remembrance of their 
^ faults, and of their crimes. Let the great ultra Montane^ 
<^ Bratn^fa excommunicate us; his impotent thunders will ordy 
^ ferve to enkindle the fires which in France confume K$ 
^^ efigy. We defire to live in the feme communion With all 
^< the friends of peace and of liberty ; and the oppreflbrs of the* 
*' people are, in our eyes, the only fchifmaties. Wifli what in- 
*^ expreffiBle pleafure have we feen your brave countrymen, our 
^* happy precurfors in the caufe of liberty, who refide In France, 
^ enrolling themfelves under our ftandards, and augmenting the' 
^ number of the members who compofe thofe Societies, formed' 
^ on the pure principles of citizenfhip, of which you were the 
•* firft inftitutors, and which are theunfhaken column of our- 
^ fublime conftitution. When a few years are elapfed, we- 
^ ihall fee the two firft nations of the earth, England ind France, 
^^ united together in a holy league, to avenge the human race t>f 
^ thofe unpunifhed outrages which have difgraced it during fo 
^ many ages. 

** Generous Britons, love us, and unite yourfdvfes with i^y,- 

f* a|}d the world will be free and happy, - ' 

' «. 

(Signed) " FRANCIS, Prefident ■ 

« Nanm, Julf 5, . « SAVENEAU, Ex-Sec, > 

« 1791 ^ HUGUES HARDORIIN,- 

« Perpetual SecretaQ-y.'* '. 

»» «..• . ,t... •« 

M 
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^ ^9 tbt Fritad$_ ef the Onfihutien ^otnpreh^nd{ng Jpre^ 

<« SoeietiW- • 
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Cr6fs-examine4 by Mr, Tooie. 

^ I kn^w you are a very religious man|| ^d tibat^^u oifei| 
read in the Bibles I defire you to tell wk wlj^her yoii have nerer 
found in that bopk, which you venerate fp muph| e^reffions 
that you would not ufe befo]:e your family ? . , . 

jf» I do not know that there is any portion of fcripture diat 
I would not at all times . road tq my family. 

^ Do you iiot recolle£t expi;effions ^n tha^ beft of all books 
that yoi^ would not chufe to read before your wife and daugh- 
ters, or fu^ others to read ?— I do not fegeat them, becaufe 
I dare fwear the Bench^ the Jury, and eyqry. man whp ever 
read the Bibl& will recoiled certain expref&qns, which, for the 
fake of decency, he would not chufe to ufe before a family. — ;I 
do not chufe to mention diem. 

;^ Therearei^rtions of fcripture which it^ tlie eftimation of 
tnenmfiy.be conflderedas indecent, but in my notion there is 
no jpart of God's wqrd that has any indecent expreiHon in it. , 

J^. But you would nqt chafe to' read that part to your wife 
and daughters ? . 

J. No, I fixould not appropriate thofe parts particularly. 

Jyfr. Tiooke. You have been called to prove Mr. Paine's books, 
and, out of a. great deal, fmall portions of it have been read } and 
fo you might read certain parts of the Bible-^ — — ^^ 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre, That is not a proper fubjeft to exr 
amine the witncfs io, it is oBferVatiori upon the evidence, and 
certainly it is an idbfcrvaUon that deferves attention j but it is 
tqibftrvitiflife. 

M-, !Jytlki^ I fliank y6iir Lprdftip, that is not the fort pf 
indulgence I prptefted againft. If I have done wrong \ beg 
your Lordfhip's pardon. . /' 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I only ^riflied to fet you right^ 
without fpeaking with any afperity, 

Mr, Tooie. I have been but forty years a lludent, when 
1 fliall come to be called to the bar I hope I fliall know 

petter* 
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; . 7^1&« Thompfon^ ^fwom) 
J^ * Airyoto ft mcffirttjer ? ' 
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i^. Did. jpoii £il4 '1^ flayer ' O^^!i0Ai^ ■ ct 29 t^^ 
.inaa^ngft Mi;. T<»dde'fi piqBers .at Wiad^^ .;. A'^.\'' 

A i 'dii •#■'••', t :,*.:>'• *jJO ^ ■''• 

^ Mbh^s md dfpiartiwt (/ a ^IpSt inaiii^ ^)fhe fiAnik if 
^ tnumrfd pfotS' andfHbn-tp^ <^lh.if9liaainf Mint^>\n^ 

^ FRTENDS and WtXOW Cltl^E^JS, . ' • 

•^ At a momi^nt like the prefent, Svhen wilful mifreprefenta.* 

M tions ar.e induftrioufly fpread by the partifans of arbitrary 

.^ power, ' and ^t advocates of pafSve obedience ^nd cou^ 

^ government^ we ^hirik it incumbent upon us to declare to the 

"^ ' world bur prifw:iple$ and the niotiyes of our condljiil. W<9 

** rejoice at th? glorious event of the French "Revolution, If ij 

*f' be afked, what is the Fr,ench Revolution to us ? we .aiifw.^r 

^* (as has bee;i already anfvvered in another place*) it i? 

f^ MVCH to US ^ rtten, much tQ us as Engiiihmeii-c-as men 

.^^ who rejoice in the freedom of twpntyrlive mniiohs of our 

*f^ fellpw-belngs 5 we rejoice ii) the profpe(5!t >vhij:h fiich a n^agv 

^ hificent escample Oj^ens to the world j Ave congratulate" the 

^^ French natron for hayir^g laid the axe to the root Of tyrannjfi 

*' and erring a governrhei)^ pn the facred h^rddiiarv rights of 

i^ wtf/i-T-rights which' appertain to all, and |iot to any gne mor^ 

f^ than tp another. We know of no, human authority fuperiop 

>f to that of a whole natiqn ; and we profefs "aiid proclaini it as 

« pur principle^ fhaf every, natiop ha? at all tjmes an. Inherent 

? indefeafible ri^ht to conftitute and eftablifli fuch Governmenl 

^ for itfelf a§ b^Jt ^c^qrd? with jt§ 4jfefitiQn^ * jiitefeft^ ^a^4 
f* happinefs, ^ ' ' ' , . 
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^< As Engliflunei^ we alfo rejoice^ becay|e we are immeJiattIf 
** interefted in the French Revolution; Without enquiring into 
^ the juftice, on eidier fide, of* the reproachful diarges of in- 
^ tri^ue and ambition which the Si^iifli^ and .Fsendi Courts 
^ have conftaot^ made on each other : we confine oucfelves to 
^ tfais..oUervatioa, that if the Court of Fraqce only^^ was in 
^ faulty and the numerous /wars which. have dift orbed tetfa 
^ countries are chargeable to her alone, that Court now eacifts 
^ no longer9 and the caufe and the confequence muft ceaie to*? 
^ ^edier, TV French, therefore, by die revolution they havt^ 
^ made, have conquered for us as well as for them&lvea, if it 
^ be true tlvit THBiit Court onl^.was in fimlt, and ours never. 

^< On this ftate of the cafe, the French Revolution inwtedi' 
^ ately concerns us. ,We are 0(^refled with a. known national 
^ debt, a burcjep of taxes^ aiid an expenf^ve adminiftratioif of 
** Goyeri^ment, beyond jhofe pf any people in the >yorld j. v^ 
♦* have alfo a very numerous ppoi" j and we hold that the moral 
^ obliga^pn of providing for* old age, helplefs infancy, aq(l • 
^S poverty, is far fuperior to that of fupplying the inventefl 
]^V,wants of courtly extravagance, ambition, and intrigue. Wc 
** believe tl^re is no inftance to be produced, but in Englan<j, 
** of feyen millions of inhabitants, which make but little raortf 
** than one million of famjlies^ piying yearly ^EVENTKEp 
^^ MILI.IOKS of taxes. As it has always b^en held out by a|f 
^ adminiftrations that the rcftlefs ambition of the Court pf 
^* Ffance rendered this ejcpence qecefiary to us for our owp 
^ defence, we confeiq.ucntly rejoice, as men deepjy interefted in 
<< the French Revolution, becaufe it affords to us a fubftantial 
•* ground for leflening the enormous load of eur ^wn burdeqs 
<^ and taxes : ^hat Court, as we have ^ready iaid, exifts no 
•* longer, and confequently the fame enormoHS C3^pei}cc$ neejl 
" not contintie to us^ 

** Thus rejoicing, ^s w? fmcerely do, both as mei^ and Eng- 
** liflxmen, . as lovers of univerfal peace and freedom, and ^§ 
^* friends to our own' national profperity and a redi|£tioi^ of our 
^< public expences, we cannot but exprefs our aftonffhment 
f^ that any p;urtt or any member^of oisr qw4^ Qovernment: ihould 
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*« leprobftte Ac «!Btiii6lion pf diat vtty power of France, or wifli 
^ to fee it reftored) to whole iufluen^e they fonnerly attrlb^tei 
^ (whUft; tfaey appeared to lament) the tpormous incrcafe of 
^ our own burdens and taxo$ ; What ^en are they ibrry that die 
*^ pretence for new oppreifive taxes, and the occafion fox coo^ 
^ tinuing many old taxes, -wiU be at an end f If fo^ and if -tt is 
^^ the policy of C<Hir0, wi Covjt-Goyer^nmeat, to prefer eoei- 
.^ mif^ to friends, and a fyftem of war tq that of peace, as.af«. 
^f' fording more pretences for p}a{re$,.odices, pensions, r^euue^ 
.^^ and tajcation, it i^ fa^b time for the ptofh of every laaaon 
^^- to look witK circumfpe&iou to their own ii|terefb« 

*^ ThQ^ who^y the expence, and mt thofe who participant 
<^in the.emduments ariftng from it, are the perfons iipfne4i»tely 
.*^' liitxaBC&ci, in enquiries of this icind^ tve are a p^rt of that <ia* 
^^ tipnal body on whom this annual e^pencp of feventeen oiil- 
^^ 4ions &Us \ and we coniider the prcfent opportunity of the 
^ French Resolution as.a moil happy gne for l^ening the e^or- 
^ moas load under which this nation groans i , if this be ncc 
^ done, we ihall then hav^ reaf<>n. to cgnclnde that the cry of 
^ intrigue and ambition agginft ^ker Courts, i$ no mori^ diaft 
f^ the CQmmpn cant of all Courts^ We think it 4fo peceiiary 
^ to exprefs our aftonifbment that a Government, 4e(iipus of 
^ being called FREE, fhoiild prefer 9omie<3:ions with l^he mcA 
^ defpotic and arbitrary powers in Europe; we know of none 
^< more deforving this deforiptiotf than thofe of I'urkey and 
^ Pruffia, and the \yho}e CQmbin^oi!| of Qefouin defpots« Se- 
^ parate(), as W9 hiappi)y are, .by na^re from the tnmults of the 
^ continent, we reprpbate all fyftems and intrigues, which fa- 
^ crifice (and that tc>o at a great expence) the ble^ngs of onr 
V" natural f|tuatipn } fuch fyQems . pa^ipot haye a natipnal 
f origin. 

^^ If we f re aflced what Opverment is ? vj^e hold it to be no- 
f^ thing more than a |)^i^TiONA|, a^^ociatioi^; and we hold 
f^that ^o be ^e beft which fecurcs to every man his righti, 
f( an4 proniotes the greateft quantity of h4ppinefs with the leaft 
^ exffenc0 ; we live to improve, or we live in vain ; and there- 
H fore we a4mit of i^q fna^uns of Q9v^);ni|feat 92* policYi on 
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^ the mere ieore df at^iquity^ tir ofter 4ii9ff s aiUlAM^-adi^ 
«« ^M Whigs or the h^k^ We wil) ctf^eiSt-As rdafea ^t3l 
>( v^ich we are isnicfwei^ or we pofll& it*%inM«rM}y ; as rcafdl^ 
-^^ is given at all times, k Is for th^ fftlrfMlfei^ brilig^d^ ^ 
^ times* 

1^ Among the blefllngs which the FreiKii Kle^utioti iiSik 
(^ produced to ^t nation, ^ ^itamma ^ 2ki6Mon 0f tl^ 
f^ feudal fyftem of iiijud^^ tsd tyraitof, on the 4ft of Au-. 
'^ guft, 1789, jBeneath the feudal iyftem utl £tin^e 4ias ien^ 
^ groaned, atid from it England is not yef i«ee| Game hevi/^ 
^ borough • tenui^s, and tyrannil^l monopolies, of ilium6rdt[& 
^ kinds, ftiil remain awtjbngft uS j but Tfejoi^ttg, a^ w^ €\hcefc]j 
f< do, in the^eedom of others, tijl ^e 'flla)rha|i{itly acc0fxl{illih 
-^ oar own, we intended to^xHtimemoTate tiUa perit)d-«Mli^itid- 
^^ verfel extirpftti<Mi -of the feydal fjrftem, by meeting on tite aOr 
^ nivefiky of that day (the 4th of Augi^), at the C)-oWn aAS 
" Anchor J from this meeting, we Were prevented by the iittetr 
^ ference of certain unnamed and Jkuifiing perjhnsi with the 
^ mafter of jhe tavern, ^ho informed us, Aa^;, on their xepit^ 
ii^ fetitations, he could not receive us there. Let Aofe ^ho live. 
** by, or countenance feifdal oppreffions, take t^e reproach Of 
*' this inefFeftuail meanneft an4 cowardice to themfeives 5 they 
'^ cannot ftifle the public declaration of out honeft, open, an4 
«* avowed opinions, 

" Thefe are our principles, and thefe our fentimcnts \ Afey 

♦A embrace the irttereft and happineft of the great body of the 

•^ nation, of which we are a ^art As to. riots and tumults, let 

f^ thofe anfwer for them Who, by wilful mifreprefentation, en, 

ff deavour to excite and promote them j or who feek toJfM'n the 

-« fenfe of the nation, and lofe fhe great caufe of public ^^laody iti 

f' the outrages of a misinformed mob. We take out* :gitnind 

-f^ on principles that require no fuch riotous aid \ we hare no- 

• ** thing to apprehend from the poor, for i^e are pleading listh 

f* caufe, and we fear not proud oppreiSon, for Wefmye trutl^ 

•^' on our fide; we fay, and we repeat it, tl>at the f^rench Re- 

f* volution opens to the world an opportunity in Whidi all good 

-¥' citizens.ittifftrejoicef that of promoting thf general bapjjfne^s 
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<<' ticular, ^ cppprtunity ^.r^dticiiTg ouf ciiwi|i4)i% md efior«' 
^ mouily mjftppiigd taxe&> 
. <^ Tbe^ are ^ur obje<Stsj aaad we will pi^rTue theifi/' 

Note^^ l^his m^etii^lg .was .ui^erft^ t^ hj^ 
aoth of A^guft, 1 79 1. . , 
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Jkk', mUimn mttdfiidl, caikfi iigaki. 

, .4(f.: Ti* .whole t^ the firft paper I hf^^t ti> be Mn TdftAS&'lT 
}«^«^#iikwig ; iif tj^ fed^d the inteitioeali^lii^ oAlf ^ ' 

Jifr, %9ke. Thb7 are both rfntkttf. QUe r W "fiif li^itiii^, 4ie 
ptb^p by I?bdlteve4>inyj4ai!gliter^s^ the ifit^tih(btk>ns ^filf; The 
Wfoiffietidf that /pa^ierinigHt eaflty be 'ttkti^ for it «#ab 4<i6g 
^ pnWflidd m th^vseni^a^xs^ fign^d Wi<h my hattt^, 

X<?rrf G6;y* Ju/Hct '£yra. If any Aitig fhi^kild- twh ttpw-Ae 

date of it, which they hav^ not y«t etfcKittainM, the circumftanc^ 

of itSr beln^^ pUblilied in the newfpapers at a given time^ may 

y^ l^jr^per ta l)e.^!fodnoed.as evidence on j^ur part. * 

* . '• • •' , ' " • ' 

James ?>^i2|2ZLXfworn) 

. rExamined byf,44rr B^weri • . 

J^. Aare:yait one jof the KAhq'^ Kfeflengers? ' 
J^ I am Clerk at the Public OiEce in MarlBoroiigfr-ftrectj f ' 
fymd, Atis p9per in Mr. Tt)oke'shoufe^ ^Wimbledon, 

:.^J>ltAC fifty ■ , • ! . ; . 

. P The Maiidiefter CMftitmidnal' Sbcit!?^ have r^ubfted me 
>i to abcidge' Pailie, and to- repui>U(h my propofitions on Cfv!) 
ff Qtivcmnleat;. Sharpe, I heir, is not ih town^ Mnfe 'is m 
*^ France,^ Land i do^ncrt tnfew of any friend df his'btit ydur*' 
f^ fdf, iD/whdm I can fend wy propofed abridgment ibr' his c>pi- 
ff nion;. indeed, lam, at iny rite^ defirqus ^ your reading it; 
«. for aldiough two or ,tbirWi friends, to whom I referred it, here,* 
ff. approve of: il^ I iMtfli/y<>u, as a fiifertd 6f Paine's, atid of 
ff mine, would be kind enough tp take €alreA|k'Paine'^ tepu^ 

_ ^* tation 
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^ latidn k not mangled by tnangfing Ihs book. We are going 
^ -on Very well here| our Coitftitutional Society meets numc* 
^* roufly, and with a proper fpirit ; and every poffible exertion 
•*. is makiAgby the Ariftocracy agunft us, as you may fee by tlic 
•> pAMieft, and by the ncceffity we are under <^ vindicating our 
^* refolutions. v ^ 

^ Return me Paine, a» 4eea afr^yeu can, that we may get it 
^ outi and be kind enough to give me your opinion, whether 
*^ we (the Conftitutional Society) fltould print it owi^ves, or 
^ und^itake to order a certain • number of copies, at wfeit price, 
^ certainly npt tQ exceed one (hilling ; wbetfaaer Jordan. Wodkl fed 
« himielf aggriev^, or;Jobliffl!n9 v^ oicred to piint it, if. I 
«* would abridge h%\ in fl|brti in wteet way had we b^ofer*do it? 
. s^ I jiii^'your yydrefs to |he Eledorsuof Weftminfler, and 
^ your acc<^m pf your fpeech, &Cr belbi^ the C(»niiiittee^ 
^ does Aot.ftand fkUl, When dp you go to France I 

^ Yqujts, veiy fincenily, 

« T. COOPER. 
Addrefled, <« Jafin fi(^fnr . <* L^er H^Uy mat Bolton^ 

i* fifake^ Efir ** LaKcafiinr 

— — — j^ — = — 

Mr. Tooke. I do not know what papers may have been taken 
from my houfe; but 9re letteirs writt^ to me to be«prcNhk:ed as 
eyidence agaiuft me ? . . . . :. 

Lord Qiiff Jtffiife j^yre^. Being found iayour pofieffiQn,^ 
they undoubtedly are producible as evidence ; but, as to the effed 
of them, very much Mciil depend upon die ^ircumftances of the 
contents of thofe letters, and whether anfwer^ tft diem csfai be 
tr^ed. Of whether any thjng has been done upon them. A* 
great nijUTib^ of papers mgy b^ J^uod ip ^ rmati's poflei&on 
which will be, prim^ fadUy evidei|ce' ^gaij^^ him, but will be 
open to a v^iety of explacfg^tiops } aod it ts^ always a very con^ 
fiderable fi^plaria^ion that npthing. appiejurs ta baye been done i^ 
a>nfequen99 of th§ paper be jf\g . fent to bim^ BvX all papers 
found in the p9l]rcflu)n of a nwi. 9X^y prima faiiey evidecce 
againft hJm, if .the;, QOnte^t^i ^ thepi.l|^Ye^appli(^op tp ^hq 
(iibjei^ i«jd?r^C5i*&4er«i<in, .. ., -.^ . , 



, Mr. Tidie* T^fce rbtfon of my afting it is/ latti very mtlch 
afraid that» befidfls treafoni I may be charged with blafphemy. 

Lord Chief Jujiict Eyre* You are not tried for that. 
• Mr. Tooie..tt it notorious I do not aniwer common letterl^ 
of civilieyt but I rhare lecdyed and kept many curious letter^: 
I received iixne letters fr6m a man whofe name is Oliref 
Overall, and he endeavoured to prove to me that he was God 
the Father, Son^ and Holy Ghoft. (I kept the letters out of 
curiofity, and ittis'j^ndiable/thdy.may be produced againftm^.) 
He proved h from fte Old Teftainent ; in the iirft place that 
be was Grod the Faliier, becanle God is Over-ail} that is, God 
over diL He proved he was God the Son, from the New Tef« 
tament-^verily, verily^ I am he; tiiat is, Feral /, Feral /, I am 
he. Now, if thefe letters, wxittta to me, which I, from curio- 
fitjs have preferred, but upon which I have taken no ftep, and 
to which I have given no anfwer^ are produced againft me, I do 
no.t know what may become of me^ 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. If you can treat all the letters that 
have been found upon you with as much fuccefs as you have thei¥ 
letters of your correfpondent, you will have no great reafon for 
apprdienfion. 

Mr. Toeke. I have feveral fuch letters, that I have kept for 
dieir curiofity. 

Lerd Chief Jufl ice Eyre. At prefent they cannot come in charge 
againft you, 

Jehn U^w/5/S«i— called again. 
Mr. Law, Was that lettet {/hewing it to the wiinefs) found 
by you ? 

J. Yes, in Mn Home Tooke's lioufe, at< Wimbledon^ 

(It was read.) 

^ DEAR sl», ^ 'MancheJIery Auguft ag, 17^1. 

* I thank you for the paper you fent me ; I approve miidv of 

« the letter in it with your fignature) and would g^dly propagate 

<* it, iflfouldy but I cannot, 

. « Your 



^ Yi»}rlett»r'fQHnd'nifrv>^*A^' WalkJDf4s,i^^ 
^. to my h&i i and, not being s^Ur ti^ppljrta thfe Printer mykUf 
^ I deiirsd Walfcer ta fend the papei^. wkh^Q)|r'lpomf>I!rlleat% 
^ ud that we wqii»Aed the lettav, figliBd li fl. T/iliight be 
^ iofettad in the next jl|faheiuiftM)4Kwlpa{i«^!tbe>^^ re- 
^ turoed W8S) diat it G0uld not .beddha-tNatttwoek, nbr ficfiiape 
H the naict> but he w«iul4fa»ahpiitr Ib'f'jBtBtobitisf'Mfmt, a note^ 
^•of whtcb tfcefollftwihgis aiSopyi .'tj '^' : ,, . / 

<^ When C. Wheder gs(vcrMn: Wdinr^is rddbns for wi&. 
^ i»g to (kcUne ther ipieitim df At) BaMkft iled^tbn, hn 
!^ tfaouglit they wouM haird eqilsdljr^apfAifd tsi^ahyothef {)fo«hic« 
f^ tion qf the fame na(ure ; tbis^ U fiiidsy iinoc ^etbre, as Mr^ 
^ W^ker has fent Mr. To*1q&*s addveii^ iabeuAding^ with ex- 
« csptionable remarks for piMicatiqii, rtmarics ^nhiirii have a 
^ ti^^ to (uhje& both the writer an4 the pi^blifher tq a profeitru- 
(^ tioQ ; it may be faid th^r GQvemment wiU s|ot {Mfdfecute for 
^ fuch publications; that does not iefiirn the/vAfjP of the piubliiber, 
*^ in running a' rifk which j it is faisdlK/jr, as a nwmber of fo* 

• ciety, to avoid. . \. » ..' 

^ Independent of the(e reafenft, C« Wheeler preium^ he may 
<* have fome claim to a6Mng from principle ; and he cannot but 
^ declare, that he wo^ld wifh, in future^ to avoid publiAiing 
«* what may hold out improper ideas to the public at large, who 
^ feidom ^ink much before t&ey oA'y of this ther6 is a recent 
** and melancholy inftance, 

^ C. Wheeler is obliged to trouble Mr. Walker; and it feems 

* fair, in his own vindication; b|ut be csuinbt help obferving, 
^ dia£ it is with extreme rj^gret hie is nowj or may be at'a future 
** time, obliged to recede from any fervice which Mr. Walker 
** may wi(h him to perform together.' ' 

^ In Manchefter there are two papers, publilhed weekly ; one 
•* of them moft decidedly and virulently ariftocratic, the other 
** (C. Wheel -r'jj) g4£neriUy t^oderate, and rath(&r in ojur favour 
^ than adyerfe^ but jw^p^ti^^ ^w we %r^ 4eci4e^y e^c^uJed 
^ from that, not^ o^ly 9a .the occ^iiiipn of joi^jr ^d^r^fs^ but ou 
*^ every other future political fubje<Sl. We fl|^ll therefore im- 
*< mediately fet up a paper among ourfelves, which I have for- 

" merly 
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^* merly mentioned to you, and which we have not hitherto done, 
•* becaufe we thought that Wheeler would have no obje^lioni 
on being pftii^ to uifert vtiiat we ^ou^t fit. ' 
*^ Cai^you lend uf smy^ and what afliftan^e:* in point of com^rt 
munications, to Aich a paper v it will at firji be gently, but 
always decidedly deunoccatic, nor peftered with famuch.pfqil 
** byterian honlenfe*— <Can ypugive us any hints about it; we,^ 
" have already fpoken to Sharpe» who has been down here \ but 
^ Wheeler's anfwpr came after his departure. 

<^ I wrote to you ahput an intended abridgment of Paine;, 
^ you-fent me no anfwer of any kind; I.wilh you had, be^auie 
^ I.had a formal requefL from our Society here to publiih. The 
•* jpref^e I fent you with it ; if you have — burn. 

" I am, Dear Sir, your's fincerely, 

« THOMAS COOPER. ' 
* Dice£l to me to L^v^r Hall^ near Bolton, Lancafhire." 
AddreiTed " /. Horm To^hy^ Efq- Richmond BuildingSy Soho-^ 
' " London:' 



Mr. Pf^ lliamiFoodfall cilhd zgzin. 

Mr. Law. Look at the interlineations on that paper, and fay 
whofe hand writing you believe them to be \ 

A. This paper w^s fliewn me upon a late occafion, I believe. '' 
The interlineations are very few — in the firft page the word 
•* incapacitated" — the word ** whofe;'* and, in the fecond page, 
the words ** and every," and four lines and a piece are added to * 
iti which, I believe, are Mr^ Tooke's hand-writing ; the reft of 
the paper certainly is not Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

Mr. John Gurnell (fworn.) 

Examined by Mr. Law. 

^ Look at that paper, which is marked, I believe, witk, 
your name ? 

J. It is, I feized this in Mr. Hardy's hpufe.. 
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(// was readi) 

[Plde Hardfi Triafy vd. L page 20I.J 

Ttefolhwtng ExtraSf from the Book of the Conjlitutional Society 

was read:--^ 

** At a Meetings held on Friday, the gth of March, 1 79 2, at 
** the Secretary's, Tooke's-cjourt, Chancery-lane. 

« PRESENT, 
" Richard Sharpe, Efcj. in the chair, 
« Dr. Edwards, Mr. M. Bufli, Mr. Faveil, Captain Tooke 
" Harwood, Mr. I. Adams, Mr. I. L. Batley, Mr. A. Bufb> 
^ " Mf. Holh's, Mr. Froft, Mr. I. H. Tooke;— 

Joel Barlow, Efq; author of Advice to the Privileged Orders, 
was propofed as an honorary member by Mr. Tooke, and 
'feconded by Mr. Sharpe. 
^' James Mackintofh, . Efq; author of Findicia Gallici^y was 
*• propofed as an honorary membef by Mr. Tooke, and feconded 

^ by Mr. Sharpe.** 

.1 i«—i— gggBii— *^-**— ^ 

Mr, Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in die pofleffion of 
VLi. Adams. , 

Lord Chief yuflia Eyre,. What account has been given of 
this letter ? What does Adams fay of it ? 

Mr, Bcwer. We have not examined Mr. Adams to it. 

Mr. Erjkine, You muft examine Adams to it, before you can 
read it. 

Mr, Attorney General, It is the letter which includes the reib- 
lutions from Sheffield, that have been read, with Mr. Tooke*s 
hand-writing in them. 

Lord CS)iefyvJiici Eyre. That has not been read yetj there 
was not that eircumftance to introduce it. Do you mean to 
prove, that any paper, found in Adams's pofieiEon, has the hand- 
listing of the pf ifoner on it ? 

Mr. Attorney General, Yes. This is a paper relative t6 the Con- 

ftitutional Society at Sheffield, which was found in the hands of 

'the Secretary of the Conftitutional Society in London, he being 

al& ^ member of that Conftitutional Society* 

Mr. 
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Mr. krskine^ AJamS is not a «iember (rf^ tfte Conftitationjfl 
Society. 

Mr. Bower, He faid he had been Secretary for many 
years. 

Ab-* Attorney General. It M^as found in bis cuftody^ and it 
ftands precif€*ly upon the fame principle ais every partide of evi- 
•dence .out of the Conftitutional Society, that was admitted on 
4he former trial, after Hardy became an aflbciated member. 

Lord Chief Jtifiice Eyre^ It Certainly does; but it has been 
^thought fieceflary to-day to call A^ms to fubftantiate the en- 
tries which were to be Tead from the book, and it feems to me 
Ao be proper that he fiiould be now called ^o explain what 
rthis is. 

Mr. Attorney General This is a cafe in whidi the paper is 
Ibwnd in fte poflel&onof Mn Adams-*that fact is proved'— it 
4ias already been proved, that he was Secretary to the Society 
fbr Conftitutional Information-^it has already been proved, that 
Adams was prefent every Week, from 1792, down to May 1794; 
and it has been proved, with a Very few exceptions, that Mr* 
T<x>ke was likewlfe -prefent at every one -of thofe nights ; and 
Adams is the perfon in whofe pofTeffion the books of that So-« 
ciety were. 

Mr. Ersitrte. If this is to be at all infilled upon, I fhall uflier 
myfelf in to the attention of your Lordfhip, with the fame apo- 
logy that I made before, namely, that my client does confider, 
very much to 'his honour, that there are interefts of others at 
Hake, as well as his own. I do profefs, once more, I conceive 
it to be totally immaterial to me, ^d as little to my .client, 
4vhether this letter is read or no* 

Mr. Attorney General This is mot the time to addrefs the 
Jury on the effed of the evidence. 

Mr. Erskine. \ am fpeaking to the Courts not looking to tixc 
Jury, nor aiming at the Jury— *the interruption, therefore, is 
Irregular. 

Mr. Attorney General. I ftated the ground upon which i 
thought -this to be evidence ; I did not ftate any opinion of 
mine as to what I thought to be the effeft of it, becaufe in 

N'^itl. U t ftating 
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gating the principles upon which Lthought it might be evid^ce^ 
I have no right to addrefs even to the Court what I think- wiU be 
the effcA of that paper in evidence. 

Mr, Erskine. It is not very ufual to expe^El that a Counfel, 
who is to argue any things is juft to fall into the idea in the con- 
templation of the Counfel who is to argue on the odier ftde. 
Certainly I have a right to ftate why I do t^e this obje(9ioiv 
It is an obje£iion that can at once be cured by calling Adam9> 
I apprehend it is not my fault that I am now upon my legs to 
argue it, becaufe, if I underftand what I am about) this point 
has been determined by your Lcvrdfliip to-night before. Xhis 
paper either contains fometbing which is to criminate the prilbnei^ 
or the contrary ; if it does not, it is not relavant to the caufib, 
and therefore not admiffible. 

If it be matter relavant to the caufe, which it only can be, if 
it contains criminatory matter againft the prifoner, it muft be 
brought home to him ; and I once more^ therefore, da beg to 
remind your Lordihips of the judgment pronounced by all the 
Judges upon the trial of Warren Haftings, which your Lofdfliip 
moft undoubtedly did confirm upon what I had the honour f^ fay 
before, as far as my argument went, and after I had addrefTed 
the Court Ibme time, it turned out that we wfere at crofs put- 
pofes in fa£t, for if the Court had conceived I was afking no 
more than I was afking, I fhould not have been permitted to 
have fpoken. I was then denying the admiffibility of juft the 
fame fort of evidence as that which is now offered. 

Then, if I am capable 6f comprehending any things we sui& 
exaftly in the fame condition as we were in fome hours ago> 
when r contended that it was neceflary, in the firfl inftance^ 
to call Adams for Ihis purpofe^ to fay when he recejved this 
paper, whether he had any reafon to believe that it was read at 
any meeting ; if read at any meeting, whether it was read at any 
meeting at which Mr» Tooke's name even appears in the book; 
if at any meeting where his name appears in the book, whether 
he has reafon to believe that Mr* Tooke was prefent j for, in the 
inftance, and the mofl material inflance, where that overt-adk is 
charged upon this record^ namely, that Mn Tooke was a 
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friember of A* CoMmittee of Co-operatidh, Abagfe hiS "nairie 
appears optti the book; up6n flfat occalion Adani^ has proved 
in |>ornt <»f feft, th*^t he was not prrfent. Then it may happen 
that ei!9ier this letter was not read at all Where he ^ppiears by the 
book to be prefent, ok if he appears by the book to be prefent^ 
that he was not aftually prefent* 

The Attorney Oenerarl^ howevefr, has faid that this letter is 
fbmehow tonnc6ted with fome ether matten of the Sheffield So- 
ciety, wHere Mr? Tooke^s-name appears i hoW do w« know, tiM h 
is r(^ad, What ft is evidenee 6f. I do not adn^t what it fe about, 
nor can the Attorney' Gfeneral tell ydur Lordfliip noH cbrtftat 
that Mn Tooke had any thing to dd with Sheffield. My view in 
t)bje£!rng to this is^ that yotir ILdrdfliip fhouki not hear it ftated 
or read til! i't is made out by the ordinary rules of taw; applicable 
feoth: t<5 crimiml'slnd civil jtiftice,'to be conneSed with the prr* 
fonen I am (bf r^ to take up the time of the Court ; I have 
fhewn myfelf cxccedirigfy flow td ftj but when my client defirefe 
I ffi(5ftrTd'db this*; tTiou^h for reafons givefi before, I d6 Aot 
tnyfelf thinfc it at att of any wtigfht in the caufey I hope the 
Attc#nt?y CJer^id '^Sf ricyt think we mean to dflfer any irifegdafr 
bppofition, we only with to haVe the fair^ ordinary, impartial 
adiftSrtHfratiort of ItriHee, an* I irhpute the contrary to no 
man*. 

Mi^. OMt. My t,ati^ this Id^^, the eontents^" of which 1 
lbnt5W liotj rs ofifered in evidence againft Mr/ Toofce^ with % 
VreiV t6 z^tSi liiAi wifti its c?oAtentS5 and the grotinct u^oH 
whidh 'if is ofefcd in eNridence to your Lofdflwp is iMs*— that 
it rs found in the cuftody of a Mn Adams, who is the Se- 
Cretat^ of a Scciety to which it is proved that Mr. Toofce be-- 
longed. - Now common reafort iS^Us one thaf a third pcrfon wh^ 
is n6t proved to hiave feen this letter) who is not proved to 
fiave been f^refent when it was received j iVho is not proveS 
tvet to have'knowti that it wa^ in the cuftody of Adams; com^ 
ftioil reafon and cdmitidn juftice tell one' that that third perfon 
otigjht nt)t fo" be aflfeAed* with the contents of a paper fo found. 

Th'eri let us fee whether the rules of lav^ do not fall in with thai 
Which domnlou reafon and common jtrfliice require-— how ean 

Ma Mr. 
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Mr« Tooke ultknat^ly be aiFe^ed with dik paper i Only laf 
proving that he at leaft knew the contents of it; at leaft knew 
that it was in the poileffion of Adams. Adams is here» he is 
the perfon in whofe cuftody the paper is found, he may h6 
queftioned by the Counfel for the Crown, whether Mr, Tooke 
did know that this paper was in his pofTeifion, and whether 
Mr. Tooke did know the contents of it-^then can any maa 
£iy that the fimple production of this paper, found only in Ac 
cuftody of Mr. Adams, is. the beft evidence that the nature of 
this caft admits, for the purpofe ot affe£iing Mr, Tooke wiA 
it? Can Mr. Tooke be afFedled with this letter by any other 
means than by fhewing that being found in the cuftody o( 
Adams, it was there with the knowledge of Mr. Tooke, and 
Mr. Tooke either aded upon it, or knew the contents of it 
Is the produ<£tion of the paper, and the proof that it was found 
in Adams's cuftody, evidence of that fa£l:? I do not admit that 
it is any evjdence at all> but is it ib good evidenccf as the tefti- 
mony of Mr. Adams himfelf, who is now in Court» and who 
may either affirm or deny that propofition which alone can affed 
Mr. Tooke — ^the propofition that he did, or not, know that this 
letter was in his cuftody. 

Now not only the realbn and juftice of the cafe, not only 
the rule of law that requires diat where better evidence can be 
given, worfe fhall not be received^— not only thoie two ruks 
fall in with vfhzt we are contending for, but I apprehend your 
Lordfliips in the decifion you came to in Mr. Haftings's cafe^ 
have expre&ly decided this points I maybe mifinformed upon 
that fubjeA, but I understand ^lat the principle which decided 
in th^t cafe was, jthat where it was meant to aiFe£l the accuied 
perfon with the contents of a paper, that thofe contents ihould 
not be read until . it was proved that they did in (bme refpeA 
Mff*i& the prifoner. — That I underftand to be the queftion that 
arofe upon the letter from Muxmy Begum, which was found in 
Mr. Haftings*s own cuftody. There was not there a Mr. 
Adams who could be brought forward to (ay whether the pri- 
foner had, or not, a knowledge of the letter ; but there it was 
decided tnat until the profccutor bad proved that that letter was 
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brought home to die knowledge of the prifoner, that he had 
a£tedupon it> or knew its contents, that it could not be given in 
evidence, yet that it might be admiffible evidence when that was 
proved. The argument was, we will firft read a paper, dien 
we fhall afFe£l Mr. Haftings with it afterwards, No^ fay the 
Judges, you Ihall not give that in evidence which may have 
fome eiFe£t to prejudice the Judges, by faying you propofe to 
fix it upon the prifoner afterwards, which poilibly you cannot. 
So here a letter, merely found in the cuftody of Adams, 
without proving that Mr. Tooke knew it was in his cuftody, 
or the contents of it, we fubmit is not to be received. We 
infift here, as Counfel for Mr. Tooke, that you muft firft 
bring the contents of this letter home to him before you can 
read it, as the Counfel for Mr. Haftings contended that the 
Managers for the Commons muft fix Mr. Haftings with know- 
ledge of the contents of the letter from Munny Begum before 
they could be permitted to read it. Upon that ground — upon 
the ground I before ftated, that it is not (if it be any evi- 
dence) the heft evidence the nature of the cafe admits of here, 
we fubmit that this letter cannot be received in evidence until 
Adams is called, and upon his oath brings this letter home tQ 
the prifoner. 

Mr. Erjkine, This letter is not dfrefted to Mr. Adams in the 
charaSer of Secretary of this Society, but it is a letter figned 
by Afliton, at Sheffield, and direfted only " to Mr, Adams, 
^ Tooke*s-court, Chancery-lane'* — ^without defiring him to lay 
it^before the Society, or even addreffine him iti the character of 
Secretary. 

Ljird Chief Jujiice Eyre. My difficulty arofc from the mere 
qircumftanefe of Mr. Adams having been in Court, all along 
having been examined to a great number of other particulars, 
and confequently being able to give a more fa^isftuftory accounth 
of this paper, than laying it before the Jury upo;i the mere 
evidence of die paper having been found in his poflTeffion. 
Surely the former determination of to-day does not touch this 
cafe, bccaufe that determination was upon the evidence of the 
i?ier? finding of thefe books upon a Mr* Adam^, before any 
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tvUcnce was given that Adams h^id ^j poniiieftiQu cidter widi 
the prifoner in particubr, or with that Society in general^ whofe 
proceedings they purported to be, and I yas of opinion tha( 
that was not fu/ficieof .evidence to be kpiQ ?s pxoof that they 
had any thing to do with a Socii^ty of the nioae of the 
3pciety for ConftitHtiqn^. Information, ftill lefs ivi^ the pri-r 
Ibner. 

If the Attorney Gei^cral infifts upon^is going to the Jury vpon 
the mere circumflancc of heijijig found upon Adams, I thiiik it m\^ 
go to the Jury, but it wil) go to the Jury in fo mntilat^^ ^ 'w^y.j that 
there will he no eyide|)oe to bring it honcue to tb^ prirune;* at the 
bar f but it would be upon t|ir gfound on ^^ic}) a multitudeof pa-t 
pers were admitted in the laft caufe, a;)4 nrvA neceflarily be in all 
(pafes of this nature, where ther^ is a geperal CQn(piracy charged, 
In which there are a great nuin]p»ef p^ •H{^nt« ; all that which 
proves the tranfadtipns of any pf thpff agents becomes general 
evidence in the caufp wi^ refpcjft tp.thc general nature of the 
confpiracy, les^vin^ 4lie particular part which belongs to the 
prifoner to be proye^ by di^ecl evidence applicable to him, I 
thought it WQulflhfv^ been the better way tp Ituiye aflced Adants 
tjie queftion that h^ been ^ggefted,/ 

Afr. jfttorney General, I would npt have infifted on It uponany 
o^er ground than this,', that concepjng i% evideiure, I do not 
think J am at liberty to facrifice the grCf^ principles of the 
rules of I^w, however ufeful it may he tq go beyond then) in a 
particular cafe. 

Lord Chief yuftic^ f!yre, I thank y^u for calling us l^ack to 
our rules, for certainly we ought not t6 forget in this caufe what 
we did in the lafi, 

Afr, Law. The point to which my friends have alluded, that 
occurred on the trial of Mr, Haftings, ws^s a mere queftion of 
law — rwhether a perfon franfmittiiig ex afftclo feme papers rcr 
fpe£kinga charge pf Nuncomar, made behind the bapkof Mr, 
Haftjngs, whpn he diffolveid the Council, and; went away-r? 
. ivhether thofc papers were evidence of the faS, 

]^ord Chief Jujiice Eyr^. There was nothipg i^ that cafe bjut 
0ie qiere perfonal charge agavnft Mr. Itaft;;igsj_ there was no 
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^^rfpifltcjr in wbicii qther perign* V9w ^ could h^ .inipJJi^ 
cated, . , . , 

9 

. Mr. ynfthe Itnyirfnfi^ . Jq Lard StraiFard's caft, ^ great 4eal 

•^ « » * 

Ital^, ^iid nr^rious other flace8^ aod in Lard. X^ov^'s caTe # 
^eat dedl'Was. proved Si^fift hiin xhat was done in varioa^ 
i^ibces, md iinkft uUio^^eiy brought and fix^d Qpon hiiu ii 
amoHtited tdn^^iag* 

(37>^ letter $vas rend.) 
[ride Hardy's Trials vol. iii, page 377»] 

il/r. Attorney GeneraL la this letter from Aflitoii to Adams, 
•we propofe to prove that there is Mr. Toojce's haiid- writing. 
. Lord Chief Ju0ice Eyre^ W« are -come now to a time of 
/light, and the caiife is in fuch a ftage, as I think makes it abfo- 
jutely neccll^ry for the Court sT^ow tcvcome to fome refolution as 
to its future proceedings, I obferved that ^he prifoner at the 
bar did early in the morning exprefsly proteft againft any.ad- 
journiufintp and (t undoubtedly is a point in which he Is ma- 
terially iiiterefted, and in which the Crown is alfo materially 
interefted- Before the Court do come to any defuiitive refor 
Jution «ipon it, they are re^dy tp bpar any thing that on either 
iide it may be thought fit to offer to them upon the fubjedS. 

Mr. Attorney GencnaL On the part of the profecution I wi(h 
to fubroit entirely .to .the jwftice and pleafure of the Court afting 
according to what th^y t4iink to be law ai>d juftice upon thp 
/ubje<9; It 4S my duty to apprize the Court, and thofe con- 
<cerned on the other fide, that the evidence I have to offer upon 
^the part of the profecution muft confume a great deal of time— 
I am myfelf ready to e5:eaite my duty in any way the Court may 
think proper, 

. Mr, Tooke, As far ?s relates to myfelf, I confefs that what 
J[ faid when firft J entered the Court ftill imprefles my mind, 
iiot that it affe(3s me, but. upon my honour, without any per- 
gonal confideration whatever, I do thiiik the criminal law ^nd 
jpra<^ice of the land cxceediugly concerned in what has paflet^ 
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but) at die £ime nmt^ Ae kindnd^ the indulgenco I home wA 
"v^ith— 4>eattife in that way I accq^t of indulgenoe) and npbodj 
feds it more fenfibly than I do — ^I leave it entirely to die Coart, 
who muft be better able to judge dnn I am of that wliicfa is 
fit for the fubjeds of this land I beg your Lordfliip to be 
perfuaded, that whatever you Ynfh me to a(k — ^I do not fiiy what 
you recommend, becaufe I am perfuaded you will not recom* 
mend — ^but I beg your Lordihip to believe that I afk diat which 
you wifh me to aflc, becaufe I know you will not call upon me 
to confent ; for the laws of the land can never be got rid of by 
the confent of a poor miferable prilbner, who perhaps trembles 
for hi$ life) and pelds to whatever he guefles would be recom- 
mended by the Court. — And I repeat to the Courts that I beg 
fo ))e underftood to afk that which diey would wifh me to afk. 
Lord Chief Jujiiu Byre. Nothing can be more corred than 
the condi^A of the prifoner at the bar i this fubjeA of adjourn- 
fnent has undergone a great deal of our anxious confideration 
fince it was firft flarted^ and fince we faw die infinite oiagni* 
tude and extent of the caufe which was to be tried. There 
can be no doubt but diat the general rule is, that, in dieie cri-r 
minal proceedings mpre ef^ecially, there ought, if poffible, to 
be no adjournment ; the proceedings fhould go on without in- 
termiifion, f^d particularly that the Jury ihould not be fepa-- 
fated, and that- ther^ fhould be no accefs to them until they 
have given their yerdi^i. I do not know that it ever under* 
went a folemn cpnfi^er^tton^ except in one cafe, the cafe of Lord 
Delamere: that was a particular cafe, becaufe it was before 
Lords Triers, anfl not in fiill Parliament^ The difficulty was 
whether the tria| could be adjourned, and what was to be done 
with the Lor^ls Triers^ The Judges of die common law, nrfio 
attended, were confulted upon it \ they delivered it in as their 
opinion, dial in the Covirts below, the Jury, when once charged, 
were not to be difcharged dll diey bad pronounced their verdid; 
that they were nbt to feparate ; and that die cpujrfe was to go 
^pn without intermiifipn. They did not prefume to fay what the 
^ule was in Parliament : they referred to a general ufage in the 
pourts of common law (not refped-|ng tris^s in capital pales ia 
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partlctilar — ^not even refpedling trials in cnminal cafes, ^ut re- 
ipedHng all trials, taking it iipon the general principle), that a 
Jury once charged are not to be feparated till they have pro- 
nounced their verdift. 

Upon the authority of that cafe, and upon the praftice, it 
inidoubtedly is fo far eftaMiflied, that there never ought to be 
sfn adjournment or afeparation, in any degree, of the Jury, if it 
can "be avoided ; but there may arife a neceffity fo urgent that 
aSl thofe principles of jtiftice, which originally demanded that 
there fhould be no adjournment, would loudly call for an ad- 
journment ; becaufe the true principle upon which it is required 
that there Ihould be no adjournment, is for the furtherance of 
juftice, that it may be quite fure that juftice will be done, both 
t6 the Crown and to the prifoner; that there fliould be no op- 
portunity of having intercourfe with the Jury, and that there 
may be no improper influence upon the minds of thofe who are 
in arty manner to take a part in the decifion of the ciaufe. 
That is the general ground upon which this rule has been 
6ftai>lifhed. But let a cafe arife in which it is manifeft that if 
the caufe goes on, without interruption or adjournment, It is 
utterly impoflrble that juftice fhould be done; if it is likely to 
go into a length which wiH exhauft the human faculties, let 
them be as powerful and as ftrong as they may be ; that neither 
the Judge can prefer ve his faculties to condud the trial, nor 
the Jiiry can preferve that attention which is neceflary to enable 
%em to comprehend what the juftice of the cafe is : what is it 
we fhould be doing, by going on with fuch a trial, but deliver- 
fc'^ over the life and honour of a prifoner, and delivering over 
flic public jufliceof the cotmtry, to the accidental refult of all 
diiat eonfoiion -with which fudi a cafe muft go to the minds of 
U Jmf when the trial is cIofe4 

^ ' Suppofing that it was poflible for human exertions to enable 
418 to get to that lengdi, there are then many other confidera- 
tions^cf extreme importance. What if any of the Jury fhould 
lie' fo totally difabled, iri confcqutecc of the fatigue and want 
ofucfeeflaryrefrefhmehtj that they cannot proceed, that they inigh| 
leVcri die before Ithey could pronounce their vtrdift ! We have 
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had an mtimation that two hundred hours were fpent in the di£» 
cuffion of the laft cafe of this fort; I know what it wastoiuC* 
tain the fatigue of eight days attendance, with the intervals that 
we had. My own cafe is a fmall confideration, becaufe my indi-» 
vidual lofs would have heen exceedingly well fupplied by my 
Lord and my brothers ; but what if, inftead of my h^in^ de- 
ftroyed, it had happened that one of the Jury had been ! the 
confequcnce would have been, the prifoner muft have had all this 
tfial to undergo again, after all the evidence had been clofed ', an4 
after all, thofe evils would neceiTarily have arifen, which it was 
the obje£t of refuting an adjournment to guard againft. 

It docs appear to me, therefore, if we fuppofe the neceffity 

to be well eftablifbed, that it is of fo powerful a nature as ta 

controul the general rule and the general pra£tice« Now how 

urgent that neceffity is, we may learn from what did happen in 

the laft caufe, and from what we now fee muft happen in this 

caufe. It does appear to me that there is not any chance of our 

going through thi^ trial, either with juftice to the public or 

with juftice to the prifoner, and. without manifeft hazard to 

the prifoner, in cafe it ft)ould happen that a Juryman fliould 

link under the fatigue i and that the ends of juftice, and a due 

concern for the fafety of the prifoner, docs, in truth, oblige us 

to dire<5l that an adjournment ihould be mude, and to go, on 

as clofcly and diligently as we can^ with fuch an interval of re^ 

freihment and reft as may enable us to come to the end of this 

caufe with fome tolerable ability to comprehend what the caufe. 

is. I will not put the prifoner to aft; any thing-'— if an advan-» 

tage may arifc to him, let him have the benefit of it*— my own 

idea is, that, without afking the confent of either the profecutor 

or the prifoner, the Court is bound to take upon itfetf the re« 

fponfibility that does belong to direiling an adjaununent in ^ 

caie fo circumftanced, and that the Court ought to do it> takkig 

the confequences, whatever they may be. 

Lord Chief Baron Mofd^naU, Siivce the laft trial I have re- 
volved this fubj«(a very much in my own mind j and k ftentf 
to me, that when we come to conTider what is the rule, it will 
refolve it^lf iatothis fort of confidefatiQii^The objea of th« 

rule 
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W^Iq thsii tbe Jury &all not g(> out of^Coiirt is, th&t they fhall 
W'ins^peflible ; th<? method in which that has been fccured if, 
by itheir npt going- out of Caiir{: that is the manner in whic^ 
Itbf filbton^^. pf |hQ piiQQJpte b»* heeii obtfiine4t . fl^ut if yoif 
can preferve the fpirit, and are forced by phyfical ije^cpfiity to 
jnake the fjtjftn ienfi, i| 4^5 upT ftefli ^<» nn^ th^t tbe fecjred 
prloeipjeipf i*w fe f^aferiajly tr^i3d?h«d vpoa if tl^e Jury contii?ue 
inacceffible. And it docs not aK^^tely reqijirc. that all the 
ConAitmnt. nusmk^n rf tjie Cwrt— In which I. jncjtufe the 
Qowni^ on both 6(j€$i wjip are t;<pi/©tf(pu:tb their c^^ ; the Jury, 
who arc uUimMly to 4"i^mipe ^ /aift » l^^ J«<tg^ wlp-arc 
to fee that the Ww is. dc^arctil (^ft^otb; ^h ^^ .W^(h. c/pecial 
cai-e op the fida of fhtj prifopwr*— if the rule of Uw <?aniv)t be 
prc&rvfd^ ccafiA^»t wi<b jJ^yfiCiii ftcc^fllty, it fecms to mc the 
Court is juftified in deviating from the particular mode that ha3 
abta*wd» ^ing c«r^ lj|»g| |be J^ufy <te Ci?i^inH^ inacpeffible. 

Now, for example, were the pTifoner's cafe to come forth at 
jhis moment, I ^onfcfs myfelf, for one, after fourteen hours dofe 
attention, to be utterly incapable of doing my duty towards him, I 
think his in|ereft is efpecially concerned in it; and the rather^ 
becaufe his cafe copies after the attention of both the Bench and 
^ Jury is exh^ufted j he viovM CQVt^ With peculiar difj^irantage, 
if, when we were worn out beyond what our power and ftrength 
can bear, we were to be called upon to conflder his cafe. 

Upon thefe confiderations, which have weighed much witl^ 
me, added to what my Lord Chief Juftice has faid, it feems to 
me, the thing is perfeftly in its right train, that the prifoncr 
fhould have no concern in the matter at all, but that he fhould 
leave the deviation from the manner in which the inacceflibility 
of the Jury has eonftantly hitherto been prefcrved, to the Court, 
who are driven to that deviation by abfolute neceffity. There 
has been a cafe where this has occurred — the cafe of Elizabeth 
Canning ^ and there, where phyfical neceflity forced an ad- 
journment, there it was complied with : but, except in the cafe 
of phyfical neceffity or impoffibjlity, undoubtedly the rule ought; 
(p jae obferyed. 

Jlfr. 
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Mr. Tooke. In order too meet your Lordfhip here tcMb]F at 
eight o'clock, I was compelled to get np at between diree anl 
four; ai>d th^t will be my cafe every day. I labour under a 
-very painful infirmity, and I muft be up four or five hours be« 
fore I can come here. 

Lord Chief JuJUcf Eyre. What can we do for you ? 

Mr. Tooke. If I go from hence, and am to attend very early^ 
I fiiall have no time for fleep. 

Lord Chief Jujliee Eyre. What I purpofed was to meet at 
inne in the morning, and fit tiU nine at night pundually, with 
an interval of one quarter 6[ an hour only to take refreflunent, 

Mr, Tooke. I will do the utmoft in my power. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. We fhall not prefs you, Mr. 
Tooke, if your infirmities (hould require our waiting a litde 
for you. 

Mr. Tooke. I will endeavour not to fitller your Lordfblp to 
wait. 



Jc^umedf it now being half pajl ten o'clock at nighty /f 

tO'^morrow mormngy nine o'clock. 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY. 

Tuefday^ November the litb. 

PRESENt, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE; 

Lord Chief Baron MACDONALDi 

Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 

Mr. Jufticc GROSE ; 

Mr. Juftice LAWRENCE ; 

And others, his Maj efty's Juftices, &c. 

yohn Home Tookefet to the bau 

Mr^ Thomas Maclean called again. 

Mr. Bower. Look at that paper — Where did you find it ? 
A. I found it in the pofleiEon of Mr. Adams« 
Mr, Bower. This is a letter from the Society for Conftitu* 
tional Information, at Sheffield, to Mr. Adams. Mr. Woodfall 
will prove, when be comes, that fome interlineations are Mr* 
Tooke's hand-writing: we will read the letter in the mem 
time* 

(It was read,) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial. Fol 3, page 379.] 
Mr. William Woodfall called again. 

Mr. Bower. Look at the words that are interlined in this let« 
ter. 

A. Ia the firft page there is a word ftruck out; I believe 
« Governmenf\ but it is fo obliterated that it is not eafily dif-^ 
cernable, and the word ^ Country^- inferted. 

^ In whofe hand«writing ? 

A. I believe Mr. Tookc's. 

Mr. TooJte. It is certainly mine« 
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Mr» B(nvcr. The alteration in Mr. Tooke^s hand-writirtg 15 
in two pbces; " ti radical Reform of the Country ^'^ inftead of 
** a radical Reform of the Covrrpnnent*" We are no\^ go^^^g 
to read an entry from the book, of the Coiiftitiitional Society of 
the 1 6th of March, 1792* 

(It ivfis read*) 

« At a meeting held at the Secretary^ Tooke's-court, 
** Chancery-line> P>iday> i6th of March, I7^2|- ": 

^ PRESENT, 

« L H. Tooke, Efq; in the Chair, 

^ Mr. Paine, Mr. Hull, Mr. L Adalns, Mr. Shafpe, Mn 
" Froft, Capt. Tooke Harwood, Mr* M* Biifli, Mr. A* 
« Bufli, Mr. G. Lloyd, Rev. Dr. l^owers* 

" James Mackintofli and JoeJ Barlow,. Efqrs. were unani-" 
•** moufly elefted honorary members.** 

* Ordered, that the Secretary do inform Jarties Matkinfofliy 
** Efq; author of Vidiciae Cxalfica^, that he has beert this day 
**' linani moufly elefted an honorary mfemfber of* this Society.''' 

** Ordered, that the Secretary do infotm Joel Barlow, Eftp 
** author of the Advice to Privileged Orders, that he has ^rti 
* this day unanimoufly elected an honorary member of this So- 
^ ciety." 

" The Chairman of the Society for Conftkutional Informa-* 
" tion, eftabliftied at Manchefter, having communicated to this 
" Society die following refblittions : \\ 

« BulPs Head Inn^ Manchejiery Morch 13, 179!. 

'* At a meeting of the Manchefter Conftitutional Society, 
*' held this day, it vi^as uiianimbully refblved*, 

" That the thanks of this Society are du? to Mr. Thomas 
** Paine, for the publication of his ^ Second Part of* the Rights 
^ of Man, combining principle and praftice 5'' a work of the 
^ bigheft importance to every Nation under heaven, but parti-* 
** cularly to this, as containing excellent and praSicable (ffans 
*' for an immediate and confiderable reduftion of the public ex- 
«< penditure i for the prevention of wars j for th^* extenfion of 

" our 



** our manu&c^ures and commerce ; fer jhe- education~t)f^the 
^ young f for the comfortable fupport of the aged ; for the better 
*^ maititiena<K:e of . the poor of every defcripcion , and, finall yv 
*' for lefTening greatly^ and widiout delay, the enormous load oit 
^^ taxes under ^ich this Country, at prefent, labours. 

^ I'h^ tiik Society congratulate their Country at large on the 
•* influence which Mr. Eai^ie's publications appear to have had in 
•♦ procuring the repeal <tf fome oppfeffive taxes in the prefent 
•* Seiilon of Parliament ; and they hope that this atdoption of k 
•* fmall part of Mr^ Paine's ideas will be followed by the moji 
•* Jirenuoui exertions to accomplijh a complete Reform in the pre^ 
^ fent inadequate J^ate of the reprefenfation -of the people -^ and 
** that the other great plans of public benefit, which Mr, Paine 
* has fo powerfully recommended, will be fpecdily carried into- 
•* efFeft. 

(Signed) « THOMAS WALKER, Prefident. 

. ^ SAMUEH JACKSON, Sito-etary:'' - 

^ Ordered^ tbac the Secretary do> neturn, to- the Chairman of 
^ the Society at IVlailcheitery the tfaanks of this Society for hi$i 
^^ communication^ at the fame time afluriog him that thi$ Sx3- 
^ cicty does heartily concUF in theabor^e rei'olutipns.'* , . . 

^[ Refoivedy that the abov^ rejCblutions "be puUiihed twice \rt 
^ the following papers; Times, Poft, Chconiele, World, Ar- 
** gus, Englifli Chronicle^ and General Evening ; and figned by 
« the ^J«-*— '» 



I. * 



Mh. Homr^^ tVe will now fhew that the minutes of thofe, 
proceedings are iii Mr. Tooke's hand- writing;. Mr.'Tooke was^ 
that day in the chair. ' 

Mr. ft^oidfdtt^ t believe this is aff the hand-Writing: of Mx-^, 
Tooke, except the identification^ 

Mr. Tooie. They are all in my hand-writing. 

, . • ". ' • • . • 

( The r9ugh draft cf the minutes was redd.) 
Mr. Bower. We will now read the proceedings of the ^3d 
of March, i^^t. Mr. Woodfall, do you know whofe hand'^. 

writing that is ? 

- J. This 
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A> This is the paper I proved laft nighfc 

Lord Chief yuftice Eyre. Does the paper, ^(4iich i$ wafefe^ td 
the book, contain the lame refoludons as are entered in the bod:^ 
or are thefe the refolutbns theinfelves \ 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL The Wafered paper, which is a printed 
paper, has an introdu£lion in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. Gibbs. I think that was not found wafered. 

Mr. Attorney General. Yes, it was; but it was broke off by 
the witnefs laft night. 

(It was read.) 

* At a meeting held at the Secretary's houfe, Tookc*s-cour^ 
' « Chancery-lane, Friday, 23d of March, 1 792, 

« PRESENT, 

^ Capt. W. Tooke Harwood, in the Chaif, 

^ Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Merry, Mr. I. L. Batley, Mr. Bofli, 
^' Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Bonney, Mr. I. Adams, Dr. Edwards, 
<' Mr. A. Bu(h, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. lAojL 

^ This Society having received the following and other com- 
«* munications from Sheffield {in writing)^ ^ Sheffield Society 
•* for Conftitutional Information,** {in print) <* March 14, 
•* 1792." {in writing.)** 

« This Society, compofed chiefly of the manufii^rers of 
^ Sheffield, began about four n>onths ago, and is already in* 
^ creafed t6 nearly two thoufand members, and is daily increa* 
^ fing, exdufive of the adjacent towns and villages, who are 
** forming themfelves into fimilar Societies. 

^ Confidering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and in- 
^ formation in the general mafs of the people, has expofed them 
^ to numberlefs impofitions and abufes, the exertions of this 
** Society are directed to the acquirement of ufeflil knowledge^ 
^ and to fpread the fame as fiu: as our endeavours and abilities can 
*' extend. 

•* We declare that wc have derived more true knowledge 
** from the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, entitled kights of 
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^ Matty ])art the firft ^nd fccond, duuiftomnui]^ cdker author on 
>^ the fttbjeiS. The pfa^tice as well as the principle ^of Go^ 
^^ yermnent is kid down in thofe works in a manner £o clewt 
*< and irrefiftibly convincing, that this Society do hereby refi>lve 
^^ to give their thanks to Mr* Paine for his twa &id publica-^* 
^ UQn% emitted ^ Rights, of Man," parts ift and ad.*' Alfo' 

<^ Refolved unammoufly, that the thanks of this Society be 
^:giv4sn to Mr. .Paine for the aiFeiStionate concern he has (hewn 
^ in his fecond work in behalf of the poorji die infant, and the 
^ aged, who, notwithftanding the opulence which blefies'odier 
^^ parts of the community, s^e, by the grievous weight of taxes^ 
^. rendered the miferable vi^ms of poverty and wretchednefi.'* 

<^ Refolved unanimoufly,.that the thanks of this Society be 
<' given to John Home Tooke, £fq; for his meritorious fup- 
^ port of our lawful privileges, as a firm advocate of our na- 
^ tural and juft rights, the eftabliihment of an equal reprefen- 
^"taWoiiof dwpei^." * ^ 

^ ReiUvnl Uiouiimoufly, that this Society dildalnii^ to be 
« confidered either of a Minifterial or an Oppofition Party 
^. (names of which we are tired, having been fo often deceived 
V by both) do ardendy recommend it to all their fellow citizens^ 
^ into whofe hands thefe refdutions may come^ to confer ferioufly 
^ and calmly with each other on the fufajed: alluded to ; and to 
* manifeft to the world that the fpirit of true liberty is a fpirit of 
^ order; and that to obtain juftice, it is confiftent that we' be 
^* juft ouffelvcs." 

.^ .Reiblved unanimoufly,' that thefe reiblutions be printed, 
>f',and that a. copy thereof be tranfinitted to the Sdciety for 
^ Conftitutional Information in London, requefting their ap- 
^-<. pcofaaticHi fiMT twelve *of our friends to be entered into the 
^ Society, &>t the purpofe of eftabliihing a connexion, and a 
■^ i»gular communication. with that and alt other fimilar Societiesr 
^ in the kingdom-'* 

^ By order of the Committee, 

« DAVID MARTIN, Chairman.^% 

Note. The following refolutms were in writings 
■ . Vfli. I. N « Or- 
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^ Orderedl, Thai the Secretory do Mum tk« diaiiks of diis Soci^ 
<^ ety to die Society for Conftitutional Information, efiabliiked at 
^ Sheffield ; and that he expreis to them with what friendfliip and 
'^ affe£tion this Society embraces them as brothers, and fellow la* 
<< bourers in the fame caufe* That he do afliire them of our intire 
** concurrence with their opinion, viz. That the people- of this 
<* Country are not, as Mr. Burke terms them, Swike i but 
.^ rational beings, better qualified to feparate truth from error 
^ than himfel^ poflU&ng more honefty, and lefs craft.** 

^ Refolved, That this Society will, on Friday next, March 
(< 30th, ballot for ftit twelve aflbciated members, recommended 
^ by the Sheffield Committee, and approved at Ifiis meeting.'* 

^ W. TOOKE HARWOOD, 

« Chairman/* 



^ At a meeting held at the Secretary's' honfe^ No* 4, Tooke's- 
^ courl^ Chandery^^lane, Friday, 3Qth of Maxch^ 17^ 

« PRESENT, 

*^ Major Cartwright, in the chair, 

^ Mx. I. L. Batley, Mr. Jeremiah Badey, Mr. I. H. Tooke^ 

« Mr. I. Adams, Mr. Weft, Dr. Edward% Mr. Favdl, 

« Mr. Tuffin, Mr, Hollis, Mr. BuCb, Mr. A. BiiQi, M^ 

. « Paine, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Hull, Mr, Lockhart^ Mr, Jod 

^ Barlow, Mr. T. Harwood, Cotenel Bofvillc, Mr. Fioft; 

^ Ordered, That the Secretary do inform the Secretary of die 
*' Conftitutional Society at Sheffield, of the eleAion of twelve 
^ of their members, as aflbciated members of this Society." 

^ Read a letter with inclofed refolutions from Mr, Thomas 
*' Hardy, Secretary to the Corrcfponding Society, London. 

*' Ordered,' That the Secretary do acknowledge the receiptor 
" the faid papers." . 

" Ordered, That the foDowing refolutions. from the above 
^ Society be publiflied in the papers." 

« Ordered, That the following refolutions of this Society be 
< publiihed with them," 

••The 
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. r^ Tbt Sfli^islf hflnring dtt» day received Ac fidlowing tonunu* 
^ nicatioiH vidfUai. 

m 

I 

•• London Correfponding Society. 
** Refblved, That every individual has a right to ihare in the 
^ Goverament of that Society of whith he is a member, uniefs 
** incapacitated'* ^ 

^ Refolved) That nothing but non^age, a privation of rea- 
¥ foBiy or anoffenoe ^adaft the general rules ^f fixietycaninca-^ 
«^ padti^ him." 

" Relblved, That it is ho lefs the right dian the duty of every 
** citizen to keep a watchful eye on the Government of his Coun- 
^' try, that the laws by being toiktpUqd do not degenerate intQ 
" opprei&on j and that thofe who are intrufted with the Govern- 
** ment, do not fubftitute private intercft for public advantage.** 
^ Reiblved, That the people of Great-Britain are not pro- 
•** perly reprefented in Parliament/* 

^ Refdved, That in confequencc of a partial, unequal, and 
*^ inadequate reprefentation, together with the corrupt method 
• in which reprefentadves are deded, oppreffive taxes, unjuft 
^ laws, reftrifUons of liberty, and wafting of the public money, 
«* have cnfued.** 

*' RefcJved, That the pnly remedy to Aofc evils is a feir and 
^ impartial reprefentation of the people in Parliament.** 
' ** Refolved, That a fair and impartial reprefentation can never 
** take place until partial privileges are abolifhed; and the flrong 
^temptations held out to deftors affords a prefumptive proof 
** that the reprefentatives of diis Country, feldom procure a 
^ feat in Parliament, from the unbought fulTrages of a free peo^ 
« pie/* 

. ^ Refblved, That this Society do exprefs their Bl3hoi*rsnce of 

< ^ tumult and violence ; and that, as they aim at Reform^ not 

^ anarchy, reafon, firmnefs, andunanimity be the only arms they 

^ ^^ employ, or perfuade their fellow citizens to exert againft abufe 

^ of power." ^ 

^ Ordered^ That the Secretary of this Society do communis 
:. N 2 . " cate 
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^ cate die (arcgcing to the Societies for Cbnflittitibnail Infentia* 
<^ tion, eftablifhed in London, Manchefter, and Sheffield.'' 

•* By order of the Committee, 

« THOMAS HARDY, 
** Secretary/' 
^ R^folVed, That the Secretary of this Society do expre& to 
** the Cprrefponding Society, the extreme iiti$fa6tion which we 
^ have recdved by the above communication ; and to afliire them 
^^ of our defire to continue to correiix)nd and co-operate with 
^^ them, for the purpofe of obtaining a fair reprefentation of tlie 
" people in Parliament." 



Mr. Bower. Mr. Woodfall, look at the words~** Thomas 
** Hardy, Secretary," and ftate whofe hand-writing they are i 

A I believe diey are Mr. Tooke's. ^ 

AItp Forney GemraL I will now call Madean to prove that 
he found, in the pofleffion of Mr. Adams, the rough draft of 
thofe refolutions, thus ftated to be fent by the London Corref- 
ponding Society; and the hand*writing to the rough draft 
** Thomas Hardy, Secretary," has now been proved, by Mr^ 
Wood&ll, to be Mr. Tooke's. 

Mr. T$oie. It certainly is my hand-writing<*-but won't you 
prove who figned—^ John Cartwright," at the bottom of the 
other ? 

Mr. Maclean produced the rough drafts which be faid he 
found in the pojfejfton of Mr. Adams* 

( ^Fhe rough drafty Jigned John Cartwrigbt^ chairman^ was 
read.) 

Mr., Bower. We will now put in a paper that has been prov- 
ed, by Mr. Woodiall, to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing; k is 
the rough minute of the laft refolution that was read, namdy : 
^ Refolved, That the Secretary of this Society, do exprefe to 
^ die Correfponding Society, the extreme iatisfadion wfaiph we 
^ have received by the above communication s and to affiue 

«* tiion. 
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^< them 6{ our defire to continue to correfpond, and aM)p^rate 
^ with them, for the purpofe of obtaining a fair reprefentation 
^^ of the people in pariiament.'' 
' Lord Chief Jif/Nce Eyre. Where was that found t 
Mrp Bower. Among Mr. Adams's papers. 

{The rough minute read.) 

Mr. Maclean. I found this paper alfo, in the pofleffion of 
Mr. Adams, 

Mr. Bower {to Mr. William Tf^oodfall.) Whole hand-\yriting 
do you bdieve this to be i 

A. This I believe to be Mn Tooke's hand-writing, 
• 

« SIR, 

' ^ I am direded by ihe Society for Conffitutional Infarmatfon 

^^ at Lrondon, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to 

^ exprefs to you die very great pleafure and iktis&dion which 

** they receive from your communication, the Society have 

^ unanimoufly clf3:ed MeiT. &c. as ailbciated members of this 

«* 3ocie^ ; and we flatter Qurfelves that whenever any bufuiefs, 

^ or any other occafions fljiall lead any of thefe gendemen to 

** London, they will be kind enough to honour the Society 

♦• wiA dieir prefence, and give us an opportunity of cementing 

" that friendihip between us, which all the zealous, friends of 

^ public freedom, and the happinefs of mankind^ ought to fee} 

^ for, and espercife awards each other. 

« Yoursj &c. 

^ P. S. 1 2m defireid by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeft eacl| 
♦' of the ailbciated members to honour hijn by their acceptaDCQ 
♦* of the book^which accompany this Letter." 



/J/^^ BoWer. We prppofe npw to r^ajl a declaration frpip .^ha 
.^opipty in Sowthwark. 

- N3 • • • - in< 
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(fhi /olhtvlftg tmries were read from the hook rf the Society 

for Oon/litutional Information.) 

^ At a moetii^ htU at tbe Secretary's houfo^ Tooke^s-cottrty 
^ Chancery Jane, Friday, aoth of April, 1792. 

«« PRESENT, 

** Majpr Cartwright, in the chair. 

« Mr. Jeremiah Batley, Mr. I, L. Batley> Mr* Froft, Dr. 
*' Edwards, Mr, Lockhart, Mr, Afpinal^ Mr. Walfli, Mr. 
•* Cooper, Mr. Hull, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. Favell, Mr. Sharpe» 
« Mr. WiUiam Smith, Mr, Bufh, Mr. Paine. 

• * • 

^ A declaration from a Society in Southwark was read. 

^ A motion was made, *Aat the l^e lie on the table till 
^ Friday next, which paiTed in the negative^" 

^ A motion waa then made, that the (aid piper be now read 
^ a fiKTond time in order for publication, vifhidi pafiied in die 
/^ affirmative; and that the former refolution be publiflied." 

^< Refolved, That die thanks of diis Society be given to the 
*' under-mentioned Society, for the following communication, 
^ and diat it be publiflied in the papers.^ 



<( At a meeting at the Three Tun^ Tvrem, Sontfawarkt 
« April igjth, 1792. 

^ Mr. Samuel Favell, in die diain 

^ Refolved, That we do now form ouffelves into a Society- 
^ for the diffufion^of political knowledge." 

^ Refolved, That the Society be denominated the friends 

* Of THE PEOPLE.** 

^ Refolved, That the following be die declaration of diis 
« Society.'* • 

** Considering that ignpranccx forg^tfulnefs, or contempt of 
•< the RIGHTS OF Men are the fole caufesof public grievanceS|^ 
« and of the corruption of Government ; diis Society, formed 
^ for the purpofe of inveftigating and afTerting thofe Rights, an^ 
^* of uniting their efforts^ with thofe of their fellpw Citizens, for 

4 ^ .corrcfting 
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^ corre&ing national abufes, aod r^ftraining <xoi4»tant and un-» 
" neceflary Taxation, do hereby declare—* 

*^ ift. That the great eni of civil fecietjr is GfiN&R At Hap« 
^ 1^m«8»." . . . /. 

^ 2nd. That Ko FpiiM OF ^ Oovbrvmzi^t is good, any 
^ furtiier Ihan it fecures that tkjftSt,'* 

** 3rd. That all Civil and Political Authority is derived from 
^ the pcopte." 

^ 4.A0 That equsd a&Ve Citizenftip is the unalienable right 
*^ of all Meni Minors, Crkainals, and Infane Perfons ex- 
^ cepted,^^ . : 

^ 5th. That the exercife of that right in appointing an ade^ 
« quate REPttES?NTATiv« Government is the wifcft de- 
^ vice of liuman policy, and the only fecurity of Nationai^ 
•* Freepom." . 

«* We alfo declare, that we are wearied with the unmeaning 
♦* names of Whig aod Tory, and of Ministerial, and 
^' Oprositionaj,. parties, and having often^^too often, been 
^ deceived by both,, we can no longer implicitly confide in 
•* either. We will THINK for ourfelvcs j; we will ftudy our own 
*^ Rights ; and we leave to the INS and the OUTS all that 
^ idle <|uibble of debate which oriy ferves to amufe and deceive 
^ the nation, and to hold it alternately the prey of Court and 
•* Paaty Intrioves, ^ 

" We have beheld corruption generated upon corruption under 
^ the aufpiccs of every Adminiftration j from whence we havo 
^ reaibn to infer, disit fame rapical pefect exifts in the 
^ lyftcm of Government, Aat admits of no pure but from the 
^ United efforts of the Nation, 

« We have fepn Taxes multiplied upon Taxes, for purpofes 
^^ unknown to us, at the mere will and pleafure of the party in 
^ power J and we, have feeri Parliaments refufe to know the 
♦* caufe for which fuch Taxes were voted. Thus held in the 
•* dark by every- part of Government, our inoney taken from 
** us without ailigning a caufe, and ourfelves continually de« 
<• (eived, we hay« learned from experience die necdffity of 

N 4(. " looking 
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I 

^ looking into oitr own Big^ts^ and of atteiidiiig to our owif 
« Intereft/* 

^ We are told that we. have a Coaftitutioti-**-If it permits 
^, thefe abufes, it is either not a good one, or good only in par^ 
^ and defedive la its principles, CQnftrudiony and effe^ The 
^ continual applaufe beftowtd upt^sn it by Pl^c^men^ Penfioners, 
«• Government Contradorsg Court Sxpedaqts, and the faired 
** Editors of Proftitutied Newfppers, has juftly excited our 
^ fufptcion either of its eiccellcnce or Us exiftence* It may be 
^ good for TtHEM and not for us ; and a$ ^e are no longer to 
^^ be amufed with a Name or a Phantom^ we will dired our 
^ enquiries to the biBt. 

^ We contemplate with pleafure the progrefs which diis 
^ Nation and JV^aqkind in general are now making in die hi- 
*' therto myfterious faience of Government We obfovc a 
^ ipixlt of oalm and rational enquiry rifing and difFuiing idelf 
^ among all orders of people \ and of a nature totally diiFerent 
*^ from the tumultuous malevolence of Party, and the artificiat 
" policy of Statefmen. 

<* We are defirous, therefore, of uniting with the ieveral 
^ Societies already formed in variQus parts of the nation, for 
S^ promoting an enquiry into, and averting the Rights of the 
•f People* We call upon our fcUow Citizens of sdl defcrip- 
*^ tions to inftitute fimilar Societies, for die iame .great purpoiei 
*^ and we recommend a. general correfpoadence widi each other, 
** and with the Society for Constitutional iNFO&MATioif 
5^ at LoNpoN, as the beft means of cementing tb^ coaunon 
1^ union, and of dire£^ing o^r \init64 efforts with gre^tei* energyr 
« and effea/* 

« Rejolvedy 
«' That tbifollqwing ^e the Ruks of the Society : 

*5 I. The number of Members fhall be unlimit^, and each 
." fubfcribe not lefs than is, 6i. per quarter, for the purpofe of 
*' carrying on the defigns of the inftitution.'* 

'^ II, The S.oQety (ball meet ia fcwil parties, or divifions^ 
.. . *' monthly, 



* monthly) on any 4ay of die firft week of At mondi, except: 
^ Tuefday ; and when any divifion amounts to thirty members, 
^ it fhall be fubdivided and form twa" 

^ III. Each divifion to eleffc ^ Chairman and Secretary 
*< quarterly, and at the firft meeting of thi^ quarter. The 
^^ Chairman to be their Reprefentative in a General Com* 
^ mittee ; and in cafe the aivifion fliall confift of twenty per-^ 
^ fons, another Reprefentative fhall be chofen to accompany 
*' the Chairman. T^e Secretary (hall record the tr^niaSions^ 
" and deliver quarterly to the General Committee a corred 
*♦ lift of the Members of fuch divifion, colleft die fubfcrip* 
f* tions, and pay them forthwith to the Treafurer of die 
« Society." 

*' IV. The Reprefentatives Iball form t^ GepenJ Commit-^ 
" tee — ^meet every Tuefday — ^and at their fir|l meeting in each 
** quarter eleft a Chairmai> and principal Secretary, They 
^^ ihall correfpond with fimilar inllitutipns-— determine on aU 
" publications to be circulated by the Society — ^report to their 
*' refpeftive divifions the proceedings and correipondence of 
♦* the Committee — and in all cafes be governed by the prevail-^ 
** ing fentim^nts of their conftituentg." 

" V. The Chairman of the Geiieral Committoe (hall b^ 
".Treafurer for the time being— receive the fubfcriptions— 
" pay all dift»urfen>ents under die direction of die Committer 
f( — and have his accounts fiudit^ by the next fucceed^ig 
^ Committee.*' 

^ VL Every divifion fliall determine within itfelf on th^ 
^ mode of admitting Members, and all odier matters not pron 
(^ yide4 for in the foregoing articles^'' 

« A. C RUSSELL, Sec/' 



* ^ At a meeting held Friday, 27th April, 179a, at die Secra- 
i^ tary's, Tooke*s-court, Chancery-lane, 

*^ PRESENT, 

« ^jor Cartwright in the Chair, 
<♦ Mr. BaUey, Mr. I. L, Batley, M, Mcrry^ Mr, Williams 

'. '/ .« Mr, 
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•< Mr. Lockbart, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Froft, Captam Hir^ 
** wood. Mr. I. Adams, Mr. A. Buffi, Mr. M. Bi^, Mr. M, 
« Pcatibn, Mr, Sharpc, Mr. Favell, Mr. Walfli, Mr. Fitz^ 
^ gerald, Mr, HoUis, Dr« Edwards, Mr. Hull, Mr. Cooper, 
« Mr. Tuffin. 

*• Read the following letter, addre^d to the Society called the 
f* Friends of the People, affociated for Conftitutional Reform, 

* aflembled at Free Mafons Tavern, 

** SIR, • 

•* By the Society for Conftitutional Information, I am com-i 
^ manded to exprefs to you the fatisiaflion that its members 

* feel on the inftitution of your Society. 

** That the Houfe of Commons itfelf, which is the very fub^ 
•* jeft to be reformed, fhould have furniflied a part of this 
^ ftrength, may ultimately afford important advantages to the 
« public: But it muft not. Sir, be difguifed, that at firft this 
^ circuitiftance will necef&rilybe accompanied with doubts, "wi A 
** fufpicions, with apprehenfions. It is not, Sir, the firft time 

* that numbers of that houfe have profefled themfelves Refor-i 
** mers-: It is not the firft time that they have entered into popu^ 
" lar afibciations. But fliould they, on this occafion, prove 
^ faithfully inftrumental in effe£ling a fubftantial reform in the 
**, repreientation of the people, and the duration of Parliaments^ 
** it will be the firft time that the nation hath not found itfelf in 
^ an error, when it placed confidence in affociated Members of 
** Parliament, for the recoveries of the conftitutional atid in- 
•^ eftimable rights of the people. The longrloft rights of re-» 
•* prefentation, ixt rights. Sir, which in truth are not to be 
^ recovered but by the exertions and the unanimity of the people 
** themfelves. Imprefled With this great truth, it has been ai\ 
** invariable objefl of this feciety * to rwve in the minds of 
" the commonalty at large a knowledge of their loft rights, re-. 
** fpe<£ling the eleftion and duration of the reprefentative body*— • 
** and we doubt not that your fociety will fee the wifdom of pur-v 
** Aiing a like courfe. May it tafte the delight of dilFufmg this 
^ knowledge; may it reap th^ honour of calling forth the ener- 

« gics of the nation J 

« When 
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« When this Society, Sir, contemplates that itood of light an4 
•* truth which, under a benign Providence,^ is now fweeping 
^ from the earth defpotifm in all its forms, and infringement of 
•* rights in all its degrees, to make way for freedom, juftice,^ 
^ peace, and human happinefs ; and when it fees your Society 
^ announce itfelf to tfie world as the Friends of the People j It 
^ refts aiTured that tiiis new inititution abundantly partakes of 
•* that light, that it emt)race9 that truth, and it will aft up to 
^ the fiicrednefs of that fricndlhip which it profefles, by nobly 
*^ cafting from it, with difdain, all ariftocratie referves, and 
** feirly and honeftly contending ibr the |)eople*fe rights in thei^ 
*• fulf extent. 

** Here, Sir, be affured, lies dl your ftrength.- Y<hi may 
•* boaft of names, of wealth, of talentf, and even of principles ; 
^ but Without the fellowfliip of the pcojrfe, underftttn<6ng and 
"* feeling their immediate intereft in the conteft, your aflbcia-^ 
•^ tion, whenever it grapples with that powerful delpotifm to 
^ which it is oppofed, and to which a conftttutional doak g^ves 
•* double ftrength, will moft affuredly crumble to duft* 

** Here, Sir, it is with peculiar fatisfaiKon that 'the Society 
^ for ConftitutiOnal Information can exprefs its belief, that ta 
** its own unequivocal, * Declaration of Rights, without which 
*• no Knglifliman can be a Free Man, nor the Englifli nadon 
^ Free Peoole,' it owes that confidence, on the part of all true 
<* friends to a fubftaritial Reform of Parliament, which in all 
*• periods of the Society's exigence it has invariably cxperi- 
^ enced* 

^ This fhort declarationi contatniffig nojnore than four diftinft 
«? propofitiofis, fatisfied the people that the Society affumed not 
* the office of Reformer, without knowing with precifion what 
♦* wanted Reform ; nor the charafter of friend, without nuuii* 
^ fefting that fmcerity which gave proof of its attachment. It 
^ left to fuch Refqrmers as Mr. Burke to talk of the People's 
^ Liberties, and at the &me time to deny or explain away their 

^ Rights. •. 

« This Society, Sir, trufts that Ae purity of principle wWch 
^ aftiiated individual Members of Parliament, who joined the 

« aflb- 
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^ aflcKiations that have been fpoken of, will In no degt^eebe 
«< aiFe<Sl6d by the obfervations that have been made upon the in- 
^ fitfficiency of thpfe aflbciations. Bu^ convinced that a ftrpng 
*^ inipreffion ftiU remains i^pon the minds of the people, diat in 
^ general perfons who have long been accuftomed to hdd (eats 
^ in the Houfe of Commons, under the prcient abufes in At 
^ reprefentation, and whofe conne<^ons are all ariftocradc^ 
9 mufl be almoft more duin men, at«once and completely to 
^ iacrifice both prej^dice and unwarranted power at the Akar 
^ of Freedom i — ^this Society, convinced, I iky. Sir, of the 
^* eoipift^npe of ^is in^pr^ffion, woujd npt fuffer its delicacy to 
^ ftand in the way of its duty on this important occafion ; but 
^ determined, with the frankneis belonging to fincere afioSion^ 
^ tx> wain its new brethren againft a danger to which they 
^ might otherwife become expoibd through mere inadvern 
• tency, 

.. *^ That die diftinguifiiod perfons who have adorned the Senate^ 
^ and How adorn your Society, may be found equal to i3ae fuh» 
^ lime efforts of virtup whkrh their fituation now demajids^ and 
^ may^ on that account recejve the bleffings of theif couniry, 
^ andpf mankifid, to the lateft pofterity, is ibi^ (inpere, diear-r 
^ dent wiih of die Society for Conftitutional (nfbrnvition ! In 
5^ whofe nam^ I bf^ye the honour tp fubfcribemyfelf widi great 
f regprd.'^ 

: ^ I^olved, That the £ud letter be figned by the Chatrmapof 
^ this JVfeeting, and fenf to die iaid Society, at their x^a^t general 
« Meeting/* 

Mr^ TJf^mai Mfcltan. I foynd this among Mr. Adams's 

papers. 

(// was read.) 

* SIR, 

. *^ Fidly fenfibie that the Society for Conftitutional Infonsadoo 
^ have made no facrifice to deli^cy in their addrefs to us, weoii 
^ Mr part ihaU affect nodi(guife. 

•* Volunr 



>i 



J 
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- ^ VoliuSaury aflociations not being anhed Avidi public aiitRo* 
** rity^ hav« no foit:e but that . of truth, no hope of fuccefs but 
^ in the fli^engtfa of reaibn) and ijae concurrence of the public* 

^ We prctfefs not to entertain a wifh ^ that the great plan 
^ of public foenefir which Mr. Paine has fo powerfully recom- 
^ mended will fpeedily be earned into effe£t^' nor to ami^e our 
^ feUow-cttizens with the Qiagnificent proipife <^ obtaining for' 
^ diem * the rights of the people in their yi// extent :' — ^the inde-* 
^ finite language of delufion, which by opening unbounded pro- 
^ fpeds of political adventure, tends to deftn>y that public opi-'* 
^nion which is the fupport of all free governments, and to ex*' 
^ cite a fpirit c^ innovation of wfaidi no wifiiom can forefee the 
*^ eSc&Sy and no (kill dired the courfe. We view man as ht 
^ is, the creature o( habit, as well as of reafon^ We diink it 
^ therefore our bounden duty to propofe no extreme changes^' 
^ which, however fpecious in theory, can never be accom^diAiech 
^ without violence to the fettled opmions of mankind, nor atv 
^ ten^ited without endangering fome of the moB: eftimable ad- 
«* vantages which we confeffedly enjoy* We are convinced' 
^^ that the people bear a fixed attachment to the happy form of 
^ our government, and the genuine principles of our Confti* 
^ tudon; thefe wecheri0i as objects of juft affe£Uon, notfrom' 
^ any implicit reverence, or habitual fuperftition, but as inftitu-<> 
^ tions beft calculated to produce the happinefs of man in civil 
^ fociety : and it is becaufe we arc convinced that abufes are' 
^ tuidermiiiing and corrupting them, (hat we have ailbciated for 
•* the prefervation of thofe principles. » 

^ We wifh to reform the Conflitutlon, becaufe we wifli tor 
" preferve it. 

; ^^ Aflociations formed in the &ce of power, in oppofition to 
^ the interefls of our prefent legiflators, evince that individual 
^ fecurity and /^;y0»A/ independence arc already eflabliibed by 
** our laws. 

^^ The immenfe accumulation of debt, the enormous taxation' 
^ of ieventeen millions of annual revenue, demonflrate that the 
^ colleSfivi interefls of the community have been negldSed or 
^ brayed. 

« We 



i tip ) 

^ We believe tbe iekSkive conflitutioh of die n&mlily <b^ 
^ truftod with the public paiie> to be the rtal feurce of tbb 
^ evil. With this view we have pledged ourftlYes to ultenpt 
^ a tioiely and fidutary refonn^ adhering^ in eveiy mesiAire we 
** may take, to ihe fundamental principles of the Coi^itiitioo» 
"^ According to tho(e acknowledged principles, die people have 
^ a perfe£k right to poflefs an organ^ by which the public mind 
^ may fpeak in legiflation i and to bind their reprefentatiyes to 
^ the interefts of the whole CQaununity» by > frequent r^nofa* 
^ tion of the truft. Thefe objeds aceomplifted, we beUevt 
^ abufes will find no protection in a genuine reprefentatioo of 
^ the people ; that regulations beft adapted to the public hap» 
V pineis will be gradually infufed into our laws, through die 
« known channels of legiflation ; and that ^ agitated minds of 
*^ men, refumtng their confidence in parliament,* will iiibfib 
<^ into a calm expectation of redrefs, without forgetting thepriiH 
<^ ciples or violating the form of the Conftitution; 

*^ Thefe, as we think, are the views»of men detefting anarchy, 
^ yet fincere friends of the people. Your letter appears to us 
^ to be written with a view to create diftruft of our defigns, to 
^ iniinuate doubts of iincerity, and to excite an early fufpicioaof 
^ our principles in the minds of the people* We have not^ how* 
^ ever, refufed, in anfwer, to difclaim what we condemn, and 
^ to avow our real objedts, from the purfuit of which we will 
^ not fufFer ourfelves to be diverted by any cantroverijv Wc 
^ mufl beg leave, at the fame time, to decline all future inter* 
^ courfe with a Society whofe views and obje&s, as far as we 
^ can collect them from the various refolutiona and proceedings 
^ which have been publiihed, we cannot help regarding as irre* 
^ concileable with thofe real interefts on wMch you profeis to 
^ inform and enlighten the people. 

« JOHN RUSSEL, Chairman*" 

•* Freemafon^s Tavern^ 
« SaturdayyMay izthy 1792." 

Addreiled *^ John Cartwrighty Efq. Chairman to thi Smttf 
•• fsr Qmftitutipual InfermatiQn.'* 

« Fne* 
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^ TretmafintTavirnj Mayiith^ l79i-^* 

** At a Creneral Meeting of the Society of the Friends of the 
'^ People, afibciated for the purpofe of obtaining Parliamentary 
•* Keform, 

^ The Right Honourable .Lord John Ruflel in die chair. 

^ Refolved, that die proceedings of this day, including the 
** letter from the Society for Conftitutional Information, and 
^ die anfwer of diis Society to that letter, be printed and pub- 
« lifhed/' 

^ Refdved, That, together with die anfwer of this Society 
** to the letter of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
•* there be tranfmitted to John Cartwright, Efquire, Chair* 
^ man of that Society, a copy of the Refblution of the Society 
« of the Friends of the People, to print and puWifh die letter 
^ and reply." 

« JOHN RUSSEL, Chairman.** 



Mr* Thomas MacUan* \ found this among Mr« Adams't 
papers. 

Mr. Bower {to Mr. William IFoodfalL) You (be there is aa 
alteration of the date in this paper ; whofe hand-writing do yoti 
j>elieye that alteration to be ? 

Ji, It is difficult to decide-«it is not very clearly written. 

j^. Whofe do you believe it tp be ? 

Lord Chitf Juflice Eyn. A mere alteration of a date I 

J. I think It difficult tp decide, but rather think it to be Miw 
Home Tooke's. 

Mr, Tooh, It certainly is mine. 

Lord Cbie/Ju/iice Eyre. Whit hit i 

Mr. Bower. It is " ultimo" altered to ** Mardi /' it was 
taken into confideration the ^tb of May. 
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(It was reaJi) 

* At a meeting of the Delegates of the United Cdnftiti^ticmat 
«* Societies, held the 24th of March, 1792, at the Wheel of 
•* Fortune, Saint Edmund's, in the city of Norwich, it wa« 
*^ unanimbufly agreed to'communicate to the gentlemen of the 
'^ London Society for Conftitutional Information the followmg 
** reioiutionsi 

^ ift. We are happy to fee the fuccefs of the Sheffield So- 
" ciety for Conftitutional Reform, and approve of the DelegO" 
^ tions which yoii and they have made, in order to form a plan of 
** General Information ; we humbly beg that you would ^ran{ 
^ to us the fame favour; and it is Our wifh that all the So- 
^ ciedes of a fimilar kind in England were only as fa many 
" Tatabersjirongly and indijjolubly united in one political bodj/i* 

** 2dly. We believe that inflrudling the people in political 
^ knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, . 
•* is the only efFeftual way to obtain the grand bbjeft of Reform; 
•* for men need only be made acquainted with the abufes of go- 
" vemment, and they will readily join in every lawful means to 
*^ obtain redrefs. We have the pleafure to inform you^ that our 
** Societies confift oi fome hundreds \ and new focieties erre fre*' 
^ quenthf firming^ which by delegates freferve'a mutual tHfer- 
■*• (ottrfe-with each other for inJlruStion and information'^ and th6 
** greateft care has been taken to preferve order and regularity 
^ at our meetings, to convince the world diat riot and diibrder 
•* are no parts of our political creed.** 

«' 3dly. We believe, and are firmly perfuaded, ^atMn Burke 
^ (the once friend of Liberty) has tra^pced the greateft and 
** moft glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annals of 
** hiftory^ We thank Mr. Burke for tlie political difcnffion 
** provoked, and by which he has opened unto us- the dawn of a 
^ gl6riou$ day." / . . . 

*' 4thly. To Mr, Thomas P^ne our thanks are efpedaOy 
** due, for hisfirjl andfecond Part of the Rights efJI^ft^.mi 
•*' we fincerely wifh that he may live to fee bis labours crowned 

^^ivrth 
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** wttb fuccefs in the general diffujion of liherty and bapplnep 
" among mankind,^* 

" 5thly. We view^ with concern^ Ae late dlfcoverics relative 
^ to the Wcftminfter eledion^ in 17885 and conceive our- 
^ ielveS) and all true friends of freedom) under great obligation^ 
" to MeiTrsi Thomfon, Wyndham^ Francis) Taylor, and all 
«' the noble and fpirited MINORITY, for their exertions in 
^ order to difcover the true fource of that abominable and ini'» 
** quitDUS procedure*'* 

** 6thly* We congratulate our brethren in the Various parts 
^ of the kingdom^ on die progrefs of political knowledge^ 
^ and earneftly intreat them to increafe their ajfociatians^ in 
*• §rder to form one grand dnd extenfive union of all the friendt 
^ rf general /i£^r/y'«><and we hope the time is not for diifauit, 
*^ when the people c^ £ngland will be equally and iaithfiilly 
** reprcfented in parliaiiient*'* 

** Signed by order, 

" JOHN BROUGHTOM, Chairman/* 
Addreffed ^ the London Conjiitutional Society J* 

> 
Mr. Maclean, I found this letter kdbngft Mr. Adams's 

papers. 

Mr. Bofuer. (to Mr. miUam modfdll) Wh«lhcr the de- 

icriptions in the lift of perfons at the end of that ktter are m 

the hand^writing of the prifoner, or not f 
A. They are* 

{The following entry was read from the book of the Society for 

Conjiitutional Information.) 

** At a meeting held Friday, 4tfa May, 1792, at the Secretary's 
^ boufe, Tooke's-court, Chancery-lane. 

« PRESENT, 

<< Mr« Sharpe in the Chair* 

tt Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mn WiUiams^ Mr. Merry, Mr. M. Pear- 

.^ foo, Mr. Fits&gerald, Cs^tain Harwood, Mn Lodchart^ 

^ Major Cartwrighjc, Mr. Hollis^ Mr. P«ne^ Mr* William 

Vofc^L O ? Sharpe, 
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' « Sharpy Ut. MMSf Mr..Mv BuOis BUv^.Nfr.^yctv Un 

« Froft, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. A. . Bufh, Mf. Whttder^ Ur. 

•6 Widkcr, Mr. WaUhi^ I>r, Kentiiht Mr. Tuffin. 

^ The fcliovri»g Gentlemen^ recommended by tbe Norwdi. 
<* Society, were elaaed affockted members ef thi» Society-* 
« Mr. Thomas GofF, Mr. Wittiam l^aytor, Mr. Williana EinH 
^ Mr. Thomas Barnard, Mr. Geopge Watfon, Mr. Afark 
« Wilks> Mr. Charle« Baflwm, Mr. John, I>dryinple, Mr. 
« Edward Barrow, Mr. Henry Dobfon^ Miv.HtairyCattiw*. 

^ Mr* Martfe, of Rfehiriott»^biiiUing$> Deaiv-ftreet^ Schoi 
«* waB pecfxifed sis an honofary member By Mr^ Todte,,4ii< 
«^. feconded by Mr. Froft. 

*^ Read d» foUawbg leKeca frtmi 4e Revolution smi €«»► 

^. ftitmioaal Soctettes ^ Norwich. 

«^ This Soctety having received the following co ramw rncalwii 
•^ from the Revolution Society at NorwiA, vias. 

« To the London Society for Qnjtilutional Information^ 

^^ The Revolution. Society wiihes to open a coramunicatioB 
«^ with you at this time, when corruption has acquired a publi- 
« (city in the fenate,^ which exa<9s from the hcMiour of the 
^ Britifli rtation reiiewed excrftoiis for ParliaiheJitary Refernu 
« —Without prejudging the probable events of fiich an ap* 
^'plici^ion €0 the legidaturet this Society is wTlliilg to^ circulate 
^ ilns itifonnati<Mi,« and. to c(M)perate in' the liiea&res that tasf 
^ feem beft adapted to fbrdier fa deiirabk and fo important an 
" end. It is willing tohope the redrefe o£ every mftiRg^griev* 
♦'. ance at the hands of a Government refuktng from an e^traor* 
^ dinary convocation, in ]i68S, of all who had at any preceding 
" time been elefted reprefentatives of the people, affifted by the 
^ hereditary counfellors of the liation, and a peculiar deputa* 
** tion front the metropolis,, whifch National Constitutik& 
^ AiTembly caihiered. for«pru&ondii£L ^ King of the Houfe oC 
" Stuart. '•. 

^ T)ie ojpinions and' principled of this Society, are tieft eX* 
^ plained by an a^al to tb^ fiterary reprefentatives. To 
^ Jam^s MackitttoA, author o£ ViodiciaB: Galfieasy £his Socletjt 

ai «*'oftfs 
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t( (#e($ du tH^iitt iif its Aprtiatiin emi ^ratlHuUi fyf tlK 
^^ knowledge, the eloquence, and-philoCbphical fyirit wilb which 
'^^ he has expiairiedy defended^ and temmnied m tbt Mitf^lution 
<* of Pratut. It hefttstes to ailent to this only of hi$ opinions^ 
" that * there arc hut two Intcrcfts in focietyj thofe rf the rich 
" and thofe of the poon' If foj what chanCe have the latter? 

* Surely the interefts of #11 die induftridus, from tlxe richeft mer* 
*^ chant, to the pooreft inechahiq are in ^very community the 
** lame^^to lelHen the numbers of the uiiprodufttve,- to whofe 
^' liiaintenante they coiitributej and to do ^way fuch inftitutions 
^^ and impoftfr as abridge the means of maintenance, by r^lifting 
^ the demand for labour, or by fharing its reward j as the 
^ means moft tk>nditcive to this coipprehenfiv^ end^ the Norwich 
** Re^oliition Society defires, m editable reprefentation of the 
^ pecH>le« 

** The Htghts $f Man^ by Thomas Pame^ and The Advice 
** to the Privileged OrderSi by Joel £ach)W, have alfo beeii 
^ read ^ith attention, and circulated with avidity* They 
^ poinr dut with deirnefs moft of the abufeis which have ac^ 
^ cuanida^ed unde# the^ B^itijh^ Gov4rnfAint\ they attack with 
** energy mfi ff eh frejudicei tuhich have Unied to pcrpeffnate 
« them* 

** Ine^rnallyy our Society is thus cirganiked't-^Any perfbn 
^ pro^idd and feconded by a member is received, on paying an 
*^ admiilion fine, and obliging himfelf to an ofinual coiftrihrtion 
** toWard the purchafe of books for the ufe of the Society, and 
** for circulation among the confederated clubsk The membt?rs 
*'- afS^mble twice^ monthly, A Committee of Corr^fponimce is, 
^ Periodically eleded by bs^lot^ to feled books, and to condti6t 
^ the other literary bufmefs. A Committee tf twelve is periodic 
^* callji nofAed by aalamation to attend feverally the mcctijn^gs of 
•* the various confederated clubs^ which are invited in l^ke n^an-* 

* ner to depute a member to the monthly meetings rf tbi^ : thefe 
^' clubs are now feven in number j and more are expeded ^ a^i* 
^ noUnce their adherence^ The Norwich Revolatuiti ji^ety, 
«« propofing to extend this form of combinatiana recoBdoieiids for 

O 2i ^ admifflon 
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^ admiffion into the LdiOon Society for Cottftitvtioiid Inftraar- 
« tion the following tinrclve perfons: 

" Thomas GolF, Chairman, 

« William Taylor, one of the firft ManufeSurefs, 

«< William Fifth, a confiderable Mantifeaurer, 

« Thomas Barnard, ditto, 

«* George Watfon, • 

« Mark Wilks, Preacher, 

** Charles Bafbam, 

" John Dalrymple, , 

«* Edward Barrow, a confiderable Warehoufemair, 

'« Henry Dobfon, 

*« Henry Catton. 

« THOMAS GOFF, Chairmai/' 

« Norwichy jfprll 26/i, 1792." 

Addrefled, « JoAw Cartwrighty Efq. No. 4, Tooke^s-cowrtj 
« Chanury4an€y London.^* 

** Refolved, That this Society receives the above cqpimuiih 
^^ cation with the moft beart-felt iatis^iaii, and defires 'ear- 
^ sieftly. to ci^icur and co-operate with thc^e Sodeties in their 
« laudable objefts ; that the Secretary do inform them of d» 
^ (ame, and that this Society has unanimoufly ele<^ed the twelve 
^ members of the Norwich Society to be ailbciated nauenabeB 
^ of this Society." 



Mr. Bower. We now propofe to read a letter from Martiii. 
Mr. Woodfyi, look at that letter and fee. whether any part of 
it is Mr. Tooke's. 

A. There is a line in this firft page which is Mr. Tookc*$ 
hand-writing. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Where does that paper come 
from? 

Afr. S^wer. It was found among Mr. Martin's papers; it 
is the draft of a letter. 
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, L^rd Oiuf Juftia Eyn. What \» in Mr. Tooke's band- 
Tvriting? 

Afrj, Bmovr. The words, ^ Gentlemen fo highly approved 
^^ of by die public,'' tnftead of the words learned mou'* 

(// wai read.) 

<* SIR,' 

** I have before me your fevour of the 14th inftant, inform- 
^ ing me that at a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional 
^ Information, held laft Friday, I was unanimoufly elected an 
^^ honorary member* I beg. you will be fo good as to afllire 
*' the Society I efteem this honour as It ought to be efteemed 
^ by me. I have the honour to know but few of the members ; 
^ I camiot. prefume this imputable to private individuals, and 
^^ am far from prefuming my conduct to be fuch as to attract 
^ the notice of Gendemen fo highly approved of by the 
« public.*' 



Mt. Attorney General, We propofc now to read the proceed- 
ings of die nth of May, 1792. It may be material to men- 
tion, that it will appear by the books that die dinner club be- 
gan. on die iftof June, X79^f the meetings before jthat time 
were at ^ Secretary's houfe, and there were no preceding 
dinners, ^ 

(The folhwlng entries were read from the hoots of the Society 

for ConfiitutUnal Information.) 

. ^ At a Meeting held Friday, uth May, 179^ atihe Secre* 
tt tary's hoMfe^ Tooke's Cour^, Chancery Lane^ 

« PRESENT, 

** Major Cartiyright in the chair 

^ Dr. Melville, Mr. Jeremiah Badey, Mr. L L. Badey, Rev, 

, ^ Mr. Joyce, Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Buflj, Mr. Fitzgenuld, 

*« Mr, Shaxpe, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Williams, Mr. W. Sharpe, 

O 3 w Mr, 
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« Mr, Toffln, Mr. Froft, Mr. M^ Pearfon, Mr, Faydf, 
>* Mr, Weft, Lord Dacr, Mr. M, Byfh, Mr, Afpinal^ Cap- 
«^ tain Tooke Harwood, Mr. Merry, Mr. Holiis, Dr^ Ed- 
<« wards, Mr. h Adams, Mr. Charles Shnrpe, Mr, WaUh. 

^^ Refolved, That there be a cQmniHnica^on from this Sod^ 
^^ ety with the Society of the Friends of the Conftitution at 
*' Paris, known by the name of The Jacobins/' 

« Read the following Addre& from this Society tp the Society 
" of Friends of the Conftitution atll^Paris, called The Jacobins, 

^ BROTHERS, AND ri^(.|.OW (I^iaiNS OF TH« WO&U>, 

" The cordial and afie^ionate reception with which you bavc 
^ honoured Qur "^ordiy countrymei), Mr. Thomas Cooper and 
♦* Mr. James Watt, members of the Society of Manchefter, 
^ and united yrith our Society, has been communicate^ tq us by 
'* the correfpondencc of diofe gentlemen, 

** In offering you o\ir congratulations oji the glorious Revq- 
^ lution which your natioa has aorompliflied, wq fp^sUc a Ian? 
f* guage whiph only fnicerity can diftate, 

The formality of Courts s^fFprds no exaiiipic to us. To 

do our thoughts juftice, we give to the heart ^c fiberty it 

delights in, aiid we hail you as brodiers, 

"** It is not among the Icaft of the revolutions which time it 
^^ unfolding to an aftoniihed world, that' two nations, tiurfed by 
ff fome wretched fraft in reciprocal hatred, (hould (q fuddenly 
^ break Aek commop odious chain^ ai\d ri^fh into amitv, 

^^ The principle that can produpe fuch an eff^^ is the ofT- 
f' fpring of no earthly court ^ and whilft it exhibits to us the 
^ eotpeniive iniquity of fprmer politics, it enables us, with bdd 
♦< felicity, to fiiy^ We have done wiA them i ■ , ' 

^ In contemplating the political condition of nations, wc 
^ cannot conceive a m6re diabolical (yftem qf Government, 
^ than that which has Mtherto been generally pra£Hfed over the 
^ world : to feed die avarice and gralafy the wickediieft of aoir 
<< bithm, die fraternity of die human race has been ^eftroyed j 
^f as if the fever^ nations of the eardi bad beeonr created by 

^ rival 
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"^^ mA Gock Man has not. confideced tnan as the work of 
^ One Creator. 

^ ^ The ixJitical inftitwdons under wliicfa he li^s Hired have 
"^^ been counter t« whatever religion he profefTed. 

^ Inftead 9f that universal benevdlence which the toonHtj of 
"^ ev.ery known religion declares> he iias boen ixditicaUy bred to 
^ confider his fpecies as bis n at ur al enemy, a;id to dcfcrtbe 
*^ virtues and vices by a ge»grapbical diart 

^ The principles we n»^ declare are not peculiar to Jl% fo- 
** ciety that addreiles you; they are extending themfelves, with 
** accumulating force, through every part of our country, and 
*** derive ftrongth from an union of caufes, which no other 
"^ principks admit. 

^ The teli^eus fHend of maut of every denomination, re- 
<( cords 4hem.<as bis own^ they animate the lover .of rational 
'^ liberty; and dsey <:herilh the heai^t of the poor, now bending 
[^ ufider an. oyppceffion of taxes, by a pro^pe^ of relief. 

^ We have againft us only that iame enemy which is the 
^ enemy of jnftice in all countries. — ^a herd of courtiers iatten- 
** ing on the fpoil of the publia 

^ It 'Would have ^iven an additional triumph to our congra* 
<<i tulations, if the equal rights of mau (which are the founda- 
^^ tion of your declaration of Rights) had boen recognized by 
^ the Governments around jou, and tranquilly eftablifted in 
*^ all: but if deipotifms be ftiU referved, to exhibit^ by confpi- 
^^ racy and combination, a further example of in&my to future 
^ ages, xhat power tbadt difpoles of events bdt knows ^e means 
*^ of makii^ that example finally beneficial to his creaftures. 

^ We ]>aye beheld your peaceable principles ififulted by 
<^ de^tk: ignorajyic; we have feen the right hand of feUow-^ 
^^ (hip, which you hold out to the world, reje6^ed by .thoie who 
. ^^ riot on its plunder • we now behql4 you a nation provoked 
^^ into di^a|K:e i >2U^ we can fee no JEnode of defence e<|iial ^ 
^ that of eftabliihiag the general freedom of Surope. 
. >^ In diis beft of caufes we wifli ycm fuQcefs. Our heiuts go 
^* with you; and in faying this, wie believe we utter Ae voice 
,4* of millioaSf" 

D 4 ^' Refolved, 
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^ Refolvedy That the abbve atirefs be figned by the c^ni^ 
^ mat) and fecretary) and that Mr. I. H. Tooke be requeued to 
^ tranfimt ic» vnA all poffible difpatch, to Mr. Jame^ Watt, at 
« Paris/V 

^ ](efehrad. That die frid Addrrfe be Fe#d a fecQad time fit 
<^ the nei^ meeting^ for publication.'^ 

«< At a meeting held Friday, the iSdi of May» '79?9 at 
^ the CiQwit and AnchcHr Tavern, Strand: . 

f< PJIESENT, 

Major Caftwrighf in die ch^r, 

** Mr. Tooke, Mr. Merry, Lord Daer, Mr. Paine, Mr* Lloyd, 
^ Prr Edwards, Mr. Bu(h, Mr. I, Adams, Captain T. Har- 
f< wood, Mr, I. L. Batley, Mr, Williams, Mr. Hull, Mr, 
*^ Watts, Mr, Fitzgerald, Mr. William Sharpe, Mr. Aipinaii 
«< Mr. M, Pearfon, Hr. Martin, Mr^ Gerald, Mr. Sturdi, 
'( Mr^ Sharpe (Charlotte Street), Mr, M. Buih, Mr. Lockr 
« hart, Mr. Batley, Mr. Favell, Mr, Froft, Mr, Cooper, 
« Mr. Campbell^ Mr. Tuffin; 

^ ]^ea4 a fecpnd time the A<Urefs to the Friends of the Can* 
^ ftitution at Paris, known by the name of the Jacobins. 
*f Ordered to be publifhed in the papers, 
^ Read die following letter^ addrefled to the chairman of this 
^ Society, from Mr, Thqmas Paine. 

*' sii^, « l^^mhHy May i8f*, 1792, 

^ The honourable patronage whidi die Society for ^Confti* 
^ tutional Information has repeatefiiy given to the works, iiir 
^^ utled Rights of Man, renders it incumbent on me tQ 
^^ communica^ to them -v^tever rela^ to |be progrefs of thofe 
**. works. ^ 

^ A. great number of letters^ from various ports of the 
<< country, have come to me, expreffing an .earneft .deitre diat 
'' die Firft and Second Parts of « Rights^ of Mai^ coidd be 
*' rendered more generally ufeful, by printing them in a cheaper 
^ manner than they have hidierto been :. a^ thofe.reque& were 
** from perfons to whom the purchafe at die prefcnt price was 

** incon-i 
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*^ inconvenient, I took the proper means for complying with 
**' their requeft. 

<^ I am fince informed that the nfiniftry intend bringing a 
^ prcrfecution ; and as a nation (as well the poor as the rich) 
^ has a right to know wliat any works arc that arte made the 
" fubjedl of a profecution, the getting out a cheap edition' is, I 
'^ conceive, rendered more necel&ry thap before, as a means 
^ towards fupporting that right $ — and I haire (ht picture of 
^ informing the Society that I am proceeding with the work. 

^ I am, Sir, with great refpeil, 

*f Vgur obedient) humble fervant^ 
^ THOMAS PAINE/' 

*' T9 the chairman of the Society for Conjlitutional Information,*^ 

** The' fociety took into confideration the contents of die 
^ afortiaid letter, and came to the following refolutions : 

^ Refcdyed, That the thanks pf this Society be given to Mr. 
^ Thomas P^in^ for the communication he has m^de, and fear 
5* the patriotic difintereftcdnefs manifeftcd therein," 

" Refolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoft aid 
^ towards fupporj^ng the rights of the nation, and the freedon) 
f* of the prefs, and him wHo has fo eflentjaHy and fuccefsfully 
^ contributed tc both," 

** Refolved, That the right rf invcftigating principles and 
^ fyftems of government is one of thefe rights ; and that the 
^ works q{ any author, whieh cannot be refuted by reafon^ 
^ cannot, on the principles of good government or of common 
^< fenie, be made the fubje£k of a profecution." 

** Refolved, That the exceflive taxes which this country . 
^* pays, being now feventeen millions annually, give an addi- 
^* tional motive for the exercife of this right, and render it at 
^ die ^e time a inore Immediate duty the nation dwes to \U 
^ fel^ to enter upon and^romote all fuch inveftigations." - 

^ Reeved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into 
^ ih^ rumour of the abovcrmentioned pfofecution ; and to report 
M thqreon to t}» Society at its next meeting." 



•« 
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<< Rcibtred, That 9 copy of Mr. Paiae's letter, togedier wkh 
<' thefe refolutions, be tranfinitted to all the afTocoHed Societies 
^^ in town and country ; af|d diat t^i$ Society do xong^rsUulate 
^ them on the fym and orderly fpkiti and tranquil perfeverance, 
^ manifefted in all their prooeedings, and exhort them to a 
^ fteady continuance therein." 

^ Refolved, That 3,0QO <iopies of the above Letter and. Re- 
tt folutions be printed> for the ufe of this Society/' 
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Mr. Ma/:lean., I found this paper at Mr^ Adams's, 

Mr, Bower. Thefe are the minutes of thofe refolutions ivhich 

we have proved to have corredlions in the hand^writing of Mr* 

Tooke, 

(The rou^h drafi was read,) 

Mr. Aiurney General Mr, Adams proved laft night that he 
jpaid for printing Paine's letter, the refolutions^ and the addrefi 
to the Jacobins, in feveral newfpapers \ we will now read an ex- 
tv^(k from this book, wiiich was proved by Mr, Adams^ There 
fs ^n ohfervation refpe£Hng die Herald and the Worlds th^ the 
one declined to infert any of the Societies pubitcations, the other 
declined to infert .this publication, and the Ga^^etteer retttrnc4 
the money, ^ <• - 

- . ■ . ■ 

{Tl?e following extrafi wets regd from book cpniahing tie g^ 
neral receipts and dijburfenfxnts oftbc Society for Cot^Hntthiml 

Information.) 

^* Mr. Paine's letter, refolutions, and address to die Jacobins ; 

« 2ad May, 1792, Argus, - - r " 140 

« 23d — : Argus, ^ ^. .. - p K) 6 

'** ZSik — — — • — Morning Chronicle^ ** * ^.'49 

^HtnXd^riturned^decUniTigto infert , 

^any of the S^ietf s ^ublicaiifinSf , ,. . 

'i' World, 



/ 
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« WorJd, Minel 

* Oracle, ^ - ♦150 

^ Gaz«t1;eeri returned!. 

^ MarfiiQg Foft) ii«^ it^r^ed^ 

^ Eogliib Cbrofiicle, ^ -p- i 6 o 

f^ General Evening, * r I 7 O* 
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CT!&# folbmng entry was read frpm the hek rf the Society fir 

Cottfiitutimfii Infrrmatinn^) 

^ At a mcejdng held, Friday, 75* of May, 1792, at die 
^ Crown ^md Anchor Tavern, Strand. 

^ PRESENT, 
^ Mr, Buflit in the Chair, 

^ Mr. Tooke, Dr. Maxwell, Mr, Merry, Mr, Paine, Mr, 
*• Fxoft, Mr. Bonney, Mr. C, Sharpc, Mr. I. Adams, Mr. 
<^ John M^tin, Mr. A. Bu(b, Lord Daer, Major Cart-* 
^ Wright^ Mr. Gerald, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Lockhart^ 
** Mr. Favell, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Williams, Rev, Dr. Towers^ 
^ Dr. Edwards, Mr. Afpinal, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Sharpe, 
5« Mr. W, Sharpe, Mr. Tuffia, Mr, B^mgnno, Mr. Kem, 
** ble, Mr. Cooper, Mr, M. Pearfon. 

^ Ordered, Thaf 6,000 snore copies of the bills, dir«fted at 
« the laft meeting, be printed : That* |00 be fent to each of the 
f^ twelve aflbciated members of the Sheffield Conftitutional So<r 
^ -cieties; }00 to eaph of the twelve afTociated members of Ihe 
f Norwich Conftitutional Society; 200 to each of the other So- 
^' cieties correfponding with this Society ; 200 to Mr. Joyce 
^' for Mr. Fo3^ of Pprby j and 200 to the Society at Belpar." 
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L^d C^irf jMjtiii Rfre, What |s that book ? 
Mr. Gibbs. It is Mr. Adams's private book) in which, |>ra* 
|bably, he hept the accoimts. 
Mf. feoie. We cpnfefe the payment of our debts, 

Mr. 
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Mr* Gibhs* I fubmit that It is not evidence* 

Mr, Juflice Lawrence. It is evidence diat the Aims entered 
there were paid by him. 

Mr. Gibbs. If be has plroved the £1^, that the fiuns whkrb 
are in that book were paid by him, dien that biBt is proved out of 
his mouth ( when I made the objedion, it was offered as a book 
of the Society* 

Lord Chief Bar$n MfcdcffohL He (aid) U& night, that aD 
the entries in that book were of dilburfements be made. 

Lord Chief Jvjiice Eyre^ What is this an account of ? 

Mr. Attorney General It is for printing Paine's letter^ aqd 
the addrefs to the Jacobins, 

(The following extras was read from a book containing the ge* 
neral receipts and dijburfements of the Society for Confiittetiamal 
Jnformqtion,) 

^ May 15th. Goldney, as per receipt, for print- 

^ ing Paine's letter and addrefs to the Jacobins 12 12 o 

^ May 25th. Pared to Sheffield, with Paine's 

^ letter to Dundas - • <» • Q 9 11 

« Ditto to Norwich - - - t -088 

^ Parcel to Leicefter, with Paine's letter to 
^ Pandas - - ^ . ,. r ^ o i 6"- 



Mr. yu/lice JLawrence. Upon looking back tq my notes, I do 
lioc know whether I have not miftaken, as to what Adams &d ; 
he faid the book contained true entries, as he believed ; *I didught 
that applied to the book of accounts; but^-uponlobking over 
my not^ I believe he applied it to the entries in the book of the 
Society. 

Mr* ErJkine.'Youf Lordfhrp is quite cone^; Hf appHdd^ to 
the book of the Society. 

JW^. Juflice J^awrence^ I believe, frpm iby memoryj that it 
a]^p]ied to both. . . 

{Jba 
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(The foltoWing entries were read from the book df the Society 
" for CoTiftitutlonal Information*) 

^May2^th^ 
" ** Read a commtinication from the London Correfponding So- 

* «* ciety, as follows : 
'^ « siifi, 

*^ By direSIon of the Delegates of the London Correfponding 

* " Society, I have the honour of enclofing to you a copy of their 
** addrefs and regulations, which I requeft you will communi- 

! • tate to the Conftitutional Society. 

t ** I am truly, Sir, 

" Your obedient and 

" Very humble fervant, 

«c THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
» «* Belly Exeter-flreetj May 2\thy 1792." 

** To the Chairman of the Conjlitutional Society J* 

■ 

i <' Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be returned to 

*^ .the London Correfponding Society, for the communicatioo 

' ^ which it has made to this Society; and that the further copii* 

^ deration of the faid communication be poftponed to the next 

I ** meeting of this Society/* 

^ At a meeting held at the. Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
^ Strand, Friday, ift'of June, 1792, 

« PRESENT, 
** Robert Merry, Efq; in the Chair. 

^ Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr. YtdBty Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. W. 
<* Sharpen Mr. Weft, Mr. John Martin, Mr. M. Pearfon^ 
' ^ Lord Daer, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Sturch, Mr. G. 

« Williams, Mr. M. Bufli, Capt. Tookc Harwood, Mr. L 
<< Williams, Mr. A. Bu(b> Mr. B. Cooper, Mr. Lockhart, Mr« 
« Afptnal, Mr.' Watts, Mr. Favell, Mr. Kemble, Dr. Ed-i 
^ wardsy Mr. L Adams, Mr. Bdmanno^ Mr. Gerrard, Mr. 
« Walfh. 

** The Secretary reported Aat lie had fent i,aoo of the 
^ printed bills, ordered at the laft meeting, to the Sheffield Con- 
^ ftitudonal Society; 1,200 to the Norwich Copftitutional So« 

" ciety; 
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^ dety ; to the S^iitliwa^k Gcfnftitutional Societjr ido ^, tb iiig 
^ London Corresponding Sdctetj 200$ to Mr. Joyce, to bc^ 
^ forwarded to Mr. Fox of Derby, 200 ; to the Conftitutional 
^ Whigs 200; lo the Society at Belpar 200. 

^^ Refolved, That the Secreury fend to Mr. J(7Ce^ to be 
^ forwarded to v Birmingham, 600; to the Society at Aldgatc 
^ 200 1 to Mr. Walker^ .of Manchefter, 1^00 ^ to Lord Daer^ 
^ to he forwarded to Liverpooi, 200 ; to Mr. Rutt^ to be for* 
^ warded to Cambridge, 500 -, and 400 to Lord Sempil^ to be 
*^ diilributed among the Societies in the neigbbourhood of Gla(> 



« gow/* 
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{The following Uttef'yffom ib$ London (krrffponJing Society y was 

read^} 
" SIR, ThurfJayj '%lfi Mayj 1792. 

^ The London- Correfponding Society return thanks to die 
^ Society for Conftitutional Informatioil for the commiinicatiod 
" of Mr. TTiomas Paine^s letter to thcm^ and ot thfeir reiblu-^ 
^ tions fubfequent thereto* 

^ It gives us infinite fat!sfa£tioh to thiiik that inankind will 
^ loon rc^ap the advantage of Mr* Paine^s labours, in a new and 
** cheaper edition of the Rights of Man. 

<' We are however, no ways iiirprifcd at the r^rt of* a pro* 
^ fecution being commenced againft liil» VK)rk% foo ^f the 4o6» 
^ trine fubftituted for law in £n^iBEildt that truth conftitutes die 
*' libel, the very many truths in both volij^^es o£ the Rights of 
"^ Mail) render them condpletely libellous } «id force Adncuni^' 
^' ftration, perhaps againft th^r incUnatlgn*' to fiibmit them to 
^ the impartial inveftig^ion of competent jud^Si 

^ His Majcfty's Proclamation next eiig«|{es our notice } Afkr 
'^ reading it with great ^ttentioot we diicard ai> idea tbrowii' out 
^^ by ibme^ that It had been drawn up and- feni fopthf at this 
f^ jundur^i with a view of r^ifing unfavourable prejudices in thtf 
<^ minds ot the people againft Mn Paine^ or his works^ noii^ 
^ upder a profecution > inafixjutbi as fuch an attempt,^ if It eoidd he 
^^ proved, would not only bear qnlice on the face of it^ bvt 
^ would Ukewife be a moft daring vttdattotk of the laws* 

« We 



\ • « We are more willing to difcovcr therein fcis Majeft^^ great 

: ^ goodnefs of heart and paternal care,> aiitii^ipsiling eu^ 'warmel^ 

I * wifbes, giving the greatcft encouragement to our di'fierent So- 

** cieties^ and holding forth the lame -ftrging &fire wkh us of 

\ ^ abuting by the Cavjikution in its pure and untvrrupt jiate ; of 

!: •* feeuring the public peace and profperity ; rf preferving t7 

I '* ALL thffuU enjoyment of their rights ^nd liberties^ b^h' re- 

I! ** iigious and eiml\ atid feeming, in feft, to erieourage them 

1^ ** under the moft lerious confideration of their own welfare^and 

i <* that of their p^erity-y to join us, and unite their endeavours 

•' with ours in guarding againjl all attempts aiming at thefuh^ 

** verjion of whotefome and regular Government i and to difcou^ 

f " ^^g^ ^«w/ reprefsy to the utmojl of their power y all proceedings 

'^ tending to prodme riots and tumults^ 

* Our ends being, thus uncontrovertibly Ae £ime, and there- 
^ by enjoying the royal fancHon> we imagine that in exercifing. 
** our right of meeting, when and where we pleafe, of canvaffing 
•' fuch fubj,e£ls as we think proper, of inftrufting our fellow^ 
^ citizens,, and of uniting oi»r endeavours to obtam. a perfeft re- 
y ^ prefentation in Parliament,, we are taking the trueft method oi 
^ feeuring to* ourfdves and our pofterity all the bleffings of lU 
^ berty and peace^ 

• ^ Yielding to the Society for Conftkutional Infijrmation, 
*^ both in priority of inftitution, and irt greatnefe of abifrtieSy 
** we yet* put in our claim for equality of seeal towards the pub* 
** Gc good, and firm determination to obtain itv 
^ We are, 'with great efteem, Sir, 
•* Your faithful, humble fervants, 

^ MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
^ THOMAS HARDY,. Secretary^" 

Add'refled^ « Major Cartwright^ Chairman of the Society for 
' ** Conjtitutional Information** 

" Ordered, That the (kid lejttcr be publiflied in fiidi. nowf- 
^. pajiers i7i wiil r^ceiv^ the advertiiem^nts of this^Socifty.'* 
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** At a Meeting held at die Grown and Anchor TaV^ 
Straiid, on Friihy &« 8th of June, 1792, 

« PRESENT^ 

** Mr; Sturch in the chair. 
Mr. I; H. Tooke, Mr. Froftj Mr; Bonney, Cdl6nel Milc% 
** Dr. Maxwell, Mr. Hull, Mr. Sinclair, Mr^ M. Pearfon, 
Mr* Lockhart, Rev* Mr. Joyee, Mr. Favell, Mr, John 
Martin, Mr. Choppin, Captain To6ke Harwood, Mr- 
M. Bufli^ Mr4 Jennings, Mr. BaWianiio, Mr. Afpinal, 
^ Mr. Weft, Mr. G. Williams^ Mr. Bufh, Mr. B* Cooper, 
« Mr. Symonds, Mn TtlAn^ Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr* I. JL. 
«* Batley, Mr. I. Adam§. 

** Refolved, That an open Committee of the Members of this 

• Society meet at the Secretary's houfe, to-morl'ow, at two 

* o'clock, to take into confideration Mr. Paine*s letter, whidi 
•* is to be printed in the Argus of to-morrow ; and that the 
*' Committee have power to tranfmit copies thereof to the differ 

'*' rent Correfponding Societies in tlie country, if they (hall think 
^ proper.** 



MnAtt9mey GemraL Your Lordibip will find, from fubie* 
quent entries, that thofe words-*-** Paine's letter,*' — means Mr* 
Paine*s letter to Mr. Dundas, given in evidence upon the former 
trial, and which will be jriven in evidence again on this \ and your 
Lordihip will find, in the book of accounts, a parcel to Nor« 
wich, of Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas ; a parcel to Sheffield ; a 
parcel toGlalgow; another parcel to Sheffield v another to Nor- 
wich, &c> We will now read the proceedii^ of the Confli<» 
tutional Society, of the 25th of May, and the 15th of Jun^ 
1792. 

« May 25, 1792. 

^ Read a paper called a Proclamation, d^ed 2ift inftanf. 

^ Ordered, that tUe following refoiutions, relating to the /aid 
«* paper, called a Proclamation, be publifhed in all the newf- 
•• papers.'* 

« The 
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: ^.This Society took inta^nfideratioii a pap^y genersdly 'cir- 
•^ ciliated, under the natifieof a' Prdckmation, whereupon the 
** Society came to the foilowii^ refdutions : 

^ Refolded, That the great pains taken in the zfotebik cir-» 
<< culatod 'p^r^ to inform the people of their happinefs^ ap'o 
.^^. pears to this SocieQr to be at leaft uhnecellkryV for^' if tK^ 
** people are happy, they need not the information ; and^ ifthey 
^. a^re not {Oj it is not a Proclamation that will make them^1>e* 
,«> Keve it." .. 
. ^. Refolved, That die people • neOei&nly feparated, for*' tfife 
^ purpofe of following ^their fever^ occupations, and ^a^^nJing 
.^ to.thetrdomeftic concerns, have a right to meet, aflbciafe, and 
^^ dbmmuhicate ^together, upon all matters relative to dieircom* 
•^ mean good i and it is a duty they reciprocsdly owe to each other, 
"foitodo/* > X 

** Refidved, That any > publications, however denomihafed^ 
** which tend either direftly, or by loofe^ genelral, and objfcure 
**■ expreffions, to - prohibit o^ controul the aforelaiA right of affo- 
" ciation, or any other right, renders the fex^rcife of that right 
^ the more neccflaiy,' and efpecially under die prefent drcum- 

fiances, when the weight of taxes, and the exceffiv e -deamefs 

ft «• 

ofprovifions, are fubje£ts cf general eomplatnt; andan ap« 
^ prehenfion prevails, that a confederacy of Courts id formed, 
" or forming, againft AeTiiitural and civil rights of ttiim/' "" 

^ Refeived^ That a^it is a more grievous injury to kiH than 
¥ todefeihe, foi« itrinth^bpittidn of this Sticiety much^worfe; 
^ to repeal' and expunge, ihin to vilify add bring into contempt 
^ nhewifeuand whdldbme ^OVifi^ns-made for the preferv^tibni 
^ and fecurity of the rights and liberties of the people. '*- *- " 
.; ^ Refolvedi» That 'the^ provifionS of art zA of the fixth* of 
« Williams and Mary, &iA^ 2^ « That from henceforth Ho Pari 
« liament whatfijfevery that fhall, at ariy time hereafter, be daU 
^ led, affemUedy or hdU,''ihall have afty Cond nuance,- any Ion- 
^ ger than itnr tfar^e ^rears oDfy, at did foi^eft, to be acttouhted* 
*f' from the jA^j- on which/^ the* wrte df^fummons^ the'flud' 
^ Pariiiracnts ihall be appdiitdt to meet/' . . : .; ' 
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^ aft mat^nrsjmd tbu^s jrcAitiiig.to ^.well-gQlieKiiulg lif M 
^ ktfigdDin, which M«^ ^fv^l^iy ^0|Bteb^ iiithe Prip^ Oteii^ 
^' ciiy tf die Jam and aifciitoof ;itiis, ff<s&Iiiit thaWhe tao^&iBd 
.^ ^herei ^ui^ ^ ^efolutiOAB talim ifcoreupoft (hall be £gnedb^ 
:«^ fqch of dii; Privy. CpUmI n AiaU aA^iife AoicM&nt'to it 

. <" AKv That Ae ftirdier .i^r<n46on bjr the AjAa^Oa^ m 
^ perfon who has ah oBae^ or place of profit,, undek tbe Kkf, 
-^ or KceUies a j^enfioit frqia. tl^e Cco^nVi AnlL be: capable of 
^ ^rviK M a mefl^ber of chit Houfe of Coitoioas/' 

^ 'S.dfohred). That dit^ feregoMg werev in a great: Btefpaoo^itiA 
^ and ivvkolefiNiie :^¥lfiofiS| ttti$4ft -for ^ preTervation ^nd fe^ 
^ Curi^of die fights and KbeKy 'of tbit people^ whichy ^ocwitb- 
^ ftanding, fo»£u; from being fince ftrengthened and .cOsfirBflt 
f*^ b^ iUbieqaent laws, h^v^ Co OCir great mtrchief>. been «ottD? 
^ repeakdand^takeii aWi^:." 

. ^ Refplv6d> That the tponftsMis fsomuigr and grio^nacecf jdie 
^ preibnt national debt 4 

. ^ Thcigiievous i^ppreffion of icfv«ntcen millioiifi^ mmmSly d 
^feaxes^ . 
^ The fi»fi4alous 4uration ef iKd^iamedts lor feven )^^ 

^ Pl4vate pc€|Kietoi« o£ bofoi^St..&Uely preceading to b^ 
^ and roaUjc^diog a%; Se^efeiiiatives ctf die People;: 
f ^ Judgoa ^ahmng in all caies^ and uadcs all drc«mflteniDe% 
^ ;^ dtflsqaifialion of the criminldky or innocence olmf a6^ 
^ ^coluftve\y oC the jwy^ expf^nfiy^ amuunenlB, aind mcin- 
^ cing proclamations smd encaittpBientay. in* tknt ^ .a profooni 



^ Thefe thkigA we cannot bielievo oidieQ wife pr whc^efixfie; 
^ and we deckupe k to be ft fatal oinifion> at ibe tune of the 
<^ Revolution^ tfaeit thefe things were not ittfidendy. gwaidcd 
^ againft; and'wtfeel it oiMriGhity>»ft>^ utm^of ourpdwtr^ 
^ to obtain a iiiU and<§uii l^pveiefftlatioii of the people, ^rtocb 
^ we l^>ld to be thr oti}}r eftdufd Security for their rights 
^ liberties,, and property, and to be the onlf ineafiifetbat <as 
.^ ^ ^ " prodace 



produce lyt JIM (fibrsSSkiti tb'Ae1aw^,'^anJ Aaf }uftc6n« 

'^ fidetice kl Che ihlegrity and WiiSom of 'parliament, which sure 
- ^ 4etAitfA ki'Ae £iid paper, <:aUed a Prbdamation, to be tlie 

^ ^shiefttofes (under Providence) of fte weakh, tiie h^ppkidis, 

** and the profperity of the kingdom/' 

i" ' • fc4ri 'Todke, firote the Committee' appointed at the laft 
I ^ meetkig, to mqiiire relative to the t ttmour of a proiecution 

^ againft Mr. Paine, defired time to make their report till a 

•*^ liAure meeting.^ 

•f • ■ . - ■■ ' '' " 

^ At a Meeting, held on Friday, the 15* of. June, 1792, at 
^ the Crown and Andier T ^ p p rn y •Strand, 

« PRESENT,. , ^ 

; « I. if . Too)ce, Efqj in the chair. ' . 

^ Mr. Simmohds, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Froft, Mr. M, Pearfoh, 

* « M; W. Shai-pc'lVli'. C. HuH, Mr. Williams, Mr.' Mv- 
« tin, ^r. Irockhart, Mr. Bufti, Mr. A. Bufh, Mr. Chop- 

* *« pin,' ^r. Wood, Mr. Chatfield, Rev. Mr. Joybe/Dr. 
«* £dward% Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Sbdair, Mr. Sturcfi, 

* ^ Mr. Fitzgerald, Xbrd Daer, Mr. Afpinal, Colonef Miles, 
« Mr. Walfli, Mr. Cooper. ' 

" Read a letter from the London Corresponding Society^, 
** ftating, that-thcyhad opened a fiibfcription for the defence of 
^ 'Mr. VUne, M& that they wifhed fix of their members^ Aight 
^ he afiociated wkh-this Society. * 

** Ordered, Thattiie fecretarybe defired to inform thcfecre- 
** tary of the London Correfppnding Society, that Ais Society 
** receive Aeir propofal with pleafure ; and are wiHing to admit 
^^ .fiich fix of .the members whom ihey 4hall nominate, to be afiTo* 
"•* dated members of this Society," 

* •* RefeJved,^^That a HSabfcriptioi> be opened in this Society, 
*^ for the benefit of Mr. Thomas Paine, author of the Rights c/f 
« Man."' > 

^ ll^ved, Thtt^he letter of Ae London Correfponding So- 
^ ciety, and the two laft r^olutions^ be publifhed in ^e newT- 
** jpapcrs/' 
*-- P2 «Refolve4, 



^^ f' Refolved, Tbat ti»Opo copies cf. ifix. Paifie^s leMrrt 

. <^ Mr. Secretary Dunijas, be printed by 4h^ -Sooi^^^ for lk 

. ^ purpofe of being tn^ilinitted to our qqnefy^ndcnp^.^M^ 

<< out Great Britaii^s. and diat a cofiun^ttee be «ippoii|tod po din& 

« the iame," 

H Refolved^ That the bid Committee .con^ft of- Mrb^Tookei 
.^^ Mr. Sturdy Mr^ChatfieldyrRev. Mr. Jj^yce, Mr. SiminoDdsi 
^ and Mr. Froft.'! ^ 

^ Rcfolved, That the fubfcription for the benefit of Mr. Fatm^ 

■ 

^ opened by this fociety^ ^r paid int^ the hands of the Xreafuicr 
« of this fociety." 

Mr. Bower. Here is the original minute of tfaefe proceedingSi 
I .wiU.4>rove they are Mr. Tooke*s hand^writing. 

Mr. Maclean. I found this paper in the poiTeiEon of Mr. 

Adams* 
Mr. B^wer. Mr. Woodfall, whof^ hand-writing do you bc» 

lieve this paper to be ? 

Mr. Wtlliam Woodfalt. I belieyi this to be Mr. Tpoke's hand- 

writing. - . . - j . • 

' ( The rough draught of the Minutes was read*), 

Mr. Daniel Adams cailtAzg^ru 
Mr. Bower. Whether this book of accounts contains an ac- 

• • • • 

count of your expenditure, for the uie of ^ the Conftitutiomi 
Society \ 

A^ Yes, it does. 

^ There are fome marginal notes thcre-^" returned by dx 
•f Oracle" — and other papers j are tjiofe minutes pfyiqur makiiigi 

A. They are. 
. ^ Were they made becaufe the. papers were, fo r^turped from 
the .publifhers of thefe newfpapers? . , . , ; 

A. "Yes, they declined inferring them in their papers, • ^ 

^ Does this book contain a true accoi^t ,of;youT es^nci^tiifts 
forthe.ufeof that Society? , 

A. It does. 

•• 

J . -^ 5 Mu 
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Mtm Bower, Lo6k at the entry of a meeting, on the aad of 
July, 179:1 \ y&itxe yn& diat meedng held ? 
A. At my houfc. 

^ Is that an entry of a me^ng that was held at that time f 
jf. It is. 
^ ^ And the names of the parties appearing tfiere were perfons 
pref^t at ^bnie part of the evening i 
J. Some part of the evening they were. 
^ Mr. Gibbs. What is this entry i 

t' Lord Chufjujlici Eyre. It is an entry which was read laft 
night, de bine ejffiy Mr. Adams not being, here to prove it, by 
fome means, in going through the general account, he miiTed 
that meeting., 

{Tbf filhwing .eniry was reui from the bmi ^f the SnUip for; 
i Confiittttiwul Information.) 

. ** At a meeting held at the (JJrown and Anchor Tavern, on 
^ Friday, 2ad of June, 1792, 

t ■ ■ . HPRS;SE1^T, 

« Mr. Froftjn <the Chair, 

8 ^ Dr, Edwards, Mr. C> Sharpe, Mr. Paine, Mr. I; H. TiDokeJ 
" Dr. Maxwell j Rev, -Mr; Joyce, Mr, Bonney, Mr. I. Jdyfcej^ 
, « Lord 'Scnipill, Mr. Sturdn Mt Jennings, Mr, M. -Bufti, 
[ « Mr. Bttft, Mr. Rutt,' Mr. Williams, Mr. ftdniaimoi ' 
« Mr. BAeweU, Mr. G. Williams, Mr, Chatfiddi Mr, ' 
« Watts, Mr* I, Martin, Mr. Sinclair, 

i <^ Mr. Tooke reported that an information was filed againft 
J <* Mr. Paine, for his publication of the Rights of Man," 

*' Ordered, That the flibfcription entered into for the benefit 
I ^* of Mi". ■ Thomas Paine, be entered in a fcparate part of th^ 
" book, and kept open for the members of this Society," 

** It was ftated to the Society that Mr. Fayell having a great 
^^' fnany Kmibr concerns on his hands^^ wifhed tq be e^cufed froni 
^ receiving the fubfcriptions on Mr. Paine's account." 

** Refolved, That the fubfcriptions be ^C9eived by Mr, Bori^ 
^ pev^ Mr, Paint's Solicitor,** 

P 3 <' J^tr, 



-'/''Mr, StuFch reported that idke ComnMtt<e» ^^[>pointeil to or- 
^ culate Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Duiidi^ ha4 vbtmied aa 
" eftimate for printing 12,000, which amount^ to 25!." 

^< -.Ordered) That i2|poo copies of the ^d koa^ .b^. printeti, 
*< according to the eftimate reported." . . 

; ^ Refolved, That the fame Committee be requeued to meet 
^ on this day fevennight, at four o'clock, at lhi» piace> to oon* 
^< fider df die beft mea(ift of circvlatii^ the fiime*'* 



• 



Thomas Chapman^ called again^ 
Examined by Mr. Garr^tv, 

J^ Laft night you gave an account of your printing die firfl' 
part of Paiae's-R^htsof Man*-^ £> goed as look ai the fecooi 
part— ^Did you print any part of that by Mr. Paine's orders? 
^A Not of this book. 

^ You mean not that particular book ? 

A Not that particular book. 

^ Did you print up to any extent, and to wlat page of die 
fecond part of the Rights of Man, for Mr. Paine — Look at 
this copy, it is one I had occafion to fliew yoa a few days ago*- 
Did you print any part of that for Mr« Paine ? 

JL This is not the copy yon g«ve me b^^re : I did not prist 
this particidar book; I im certain diisis not the boo^ bccanfe 
thi^ is the tbiid edidgn. 

(Another copy Jhevm to the witnefs.) 

J. This is not mine. 

Mr. Garrow. You told us, in the courfe cf your evidence ia 
this caufe, that you printed the fixft part of die Rig^ of Maa 
for Mr. Paine ? 
.^. Yes. 

^ Did you fee Mr. Paine upon the fubjefi H my fubliei* 
tion called die fecond part of the Rights of Man? 

A i did. 

^ Did 70U prixtC any part <^ that work (k hiai? 

A. I did. 



Also. 

3g! 'Up to wkat page ? 

A Up to page 1 2t, I think. 

]^ When jov had printed fo far, dii any dung ^pais which 
tsroke off the connedioo^ in 4Mifiner^ bcMeen f^\i and Mc* 
J'aine? 

//. Yes, ► 

^ Do yoM know, from your own knowkdge, or froiu IVls. 
I^aine, who was applied to to go on with ihat publication ? 

jf. From paitichilar circum&ances I know that Mk. Benflq^ 
"wzs applied to. - . • 

^ Do you know, in point of fact, who took up .the printing 
^rom where you left off. 

.^ I do not. 

J^. The book, you have in your hand, appesss to lie puhi- 
Jjflied by Jordan ? 

A It does. 

Jeremiah Samuel Jordan^ {ivs'^vn^) 
£x»^ned by J/n, 'G^rr^- 

^ You are a bookfeOer ? 

*jA- z es. 

^ Do you recoiled publilbing the Rights of Man for IkJbv 
Paine? 

►ji Yes. - • 

^ Did you deliver any copies of that work, at any time, to 
Mr. White ? 

^ I do not recoiled. 

^ Try to recotted youifd^ and tell me whether, upon that 
odeafiOR, you did or not give Mn White a copy of that work i 

A I cannot recoiled— *it is two years fince — and I have jiot 
the leaft recoUedion upon the fiibjed, whediep I Sd or not. 

^ Look at that book, and tell me whether you bdieVe thai 
to'be one piibliflied &y you ? 

.i^ I do not think this was pttbliilied by me. 

-J^. Look at it? 

ii I do not Mitvoit waft publiihtd by me. 

- P4 Jg^WhyJ 



( 21^ ) 

K Wbj? 

J, Becaufe I fee there is my own writing upcm die tide; it 
\t^as bought from another perfon. 

J^. Have you amy doubt that it v^is once in your poflbffiqn ? 

j£ It was in my poflefEpn undoubtedly* 

^ But you did not print it? 

J. No ; nor I did not fell this book. 

^ Did you buy it? 

jf. A perfim bougfal it for me ? 

^ Who did you receive it^rom? 

v/. From a Mr. Huntley, I fee, 
' ^ Whoisbc? 

jf. He lives, I believe^ in Duke-ftreet, Grofvenor-fquare. 

*^ As you did not fell it^ perhaps you gave it away? 

J. It is likely I ^id. 

^ Seeing ypur own hand-writing upon it, and reoolk^ng 
you had fome converfation with Mr. White upon the fecond pQirt 
of the Rights of Man, have you die leaft doubt, upon youir 
oath, that you gave Mr. White that book ? 

jf, I cannot fay ; I rather diink I might. 

Mr. Garrow, Rather think you might ! 

A, I cannot be pofitivej I do not recojlefl; th^ circum-* 
fiance. 

^ What is in your hand- writing ? 

J. ** Bought of Mr. Johnfon, February i8th, 1792, by Mr, 
« Hundq^.y 

^ This is a memorandum of your own ? 

J. Yes. 

J^. Upon what occaiipn did you ina]f:e that adionorandum I 

4> Becaufe I was defirous to know whether Mr, Johnfon ba4 
fold anyii 

J^ That defire. could, not have led you to make that memo-jr 
randum? . 

At It was to be certain that Mr. Johnibn had fold it. 

j^. Upon, what 0CGaft<^ did you make that meinoran4Mm f 

y/. Becaufe I underflood my name was put to it,, and ther^' 
fore 1 did not expedt d»t Mr/ Johnfon vrou^d fi^ll ^s^m- 



( ^17 )\ 

\^ Ypif-thougHt Mr^ Johnfon wodld i»t fd| *thi^ 1>Q0k* w^ 
your name to iti . . - • ' , 

-^*' Yes. 

J^ Was your name put to it without your confent ? 

^* It was not. 

i^ Yoiu: ccmfent was given,, then, to put your name to that t 

A. Yes. 

^ You lay you did not piiUiih that book — ^you do not call 
giving a book away publiihing a book — ^publtihing is felling ? 

A. Yes ; though I pubUfiied a great number of ^ i>€Qks^ \ 
flid not publifh this, becaufe I did not fell it. 

J^. Did you piibliih any of which this is a copy? 

A. I did, 

J^ Have you any doubt that vou pttUifl|«4 ^"^f^^ <f whidi 
(his is one copy ? 

A. Not a^ all, 

J^ Who did you publifh them for ? 

A^ For Mn Paine. 

J^, Had you communications with Mr^ Paine upontlu; fabje^ : 
pf the publication? 

A Very litde; I had fome converlktion with him^ . i 

j^.^ Was there any proQt ? 

u/. Yes. 

S^ Was them any account td( be rendered ? 

^ Yfes, 

S^ Had yqu any account, upon tiie fubje£l of dqt pHhSc^ * 
^on, with Mr. Paine, x>r 'with Mr. Tooke? 

A. With Mr. Paine, 

^ Do you know Mn Horne Tooke? 

j^. Did you ever fee him upon the fubje£k of tlie piiMicaliogi ' 
pf that fecond part of the Rights of Man ? 

j£ I do not rf collect upon the fecond part,, 

^ Endeavour to recoIle£k yourfelf ? 

/. When the a£iion wa9*coaunenicing agaioft ^^e, I yrent to 
^. Toojke. 

^ I fupp9& ^he |)r9fccu^on you^ca^,^ 



J. y^% for puUiflnig tbe hmA fam <t %m fti^ts ^ 
Mail — ^I went) according to orders, to Mr. Tooke, 

j^. Did you communicate to him diat you came ia oonfe* 
^ence of oidccsf 

A. laconfequesKeof aletter whidi I reoeired &«» life IWoe. 

J^ Did Asyt let4»' dwoA y^ tu g9 lb Mr. Taakar ) 

^. I do not recoUeA that it did. 
. ^ YoutQldm«^]iNM woBt^inciQMl^iieiicebfat»<M^^ 
Tootle ? 

A^ 1a conleftience of as order ivom Mr. 9at|i^ to A&. 
Tooke, expediing to meet Mf . Paine there. -^ 

J^ Did ydii mo^t Mr. Paine there \ . 

^ I did 

.i|. Wjii Mi^ Tedce theie too?' 

A. He was. 

J^. Recolle£i what pa&ed when Mr. Paine an4 Mr. Tookd 
'were prefent ? 

A. I cannot fay; Mr. Tooke and I had aiifttle 4ii)^te about 

■ 

mf, being loai^ in con&quence of the afKon. 

J^ Having a fort of difpute enables one to nceoikd die eon- ^ 
vta-fatton mor#>.&an uriica.odehas no (ttrpute--^What was Jhe 
converfation ? 

A. Mr. Tooke feemed angry that I was timid, and was 
doubtful of leaving the a&ian with Mr. Bosn^ejii 

^ Had it been before that fettled that Mr. Bonnejr flkould 
ii^0mA yo^ Wf^w that profeeution ? 

A, I faw Mr. Bonney al that time at Mr. Toofce'is. 

^. Who elfe -was prefent ? 

A. Mr. Kingi that is aa attonxy I took wkb me^ I was 
rather timid, and was not fadsiied with Mr* Paine's prooeedin^i 
I iwas radta* £birful; I therefore took the gendenne^ «ecoi|ir- 
mended to me, Mr. King, an attoriieys as a witiy^fi. T rea^ ^ 
cannot recolledl what palled. 

^ Was any body elfe there ? 

J. Only Mr. Toolce ^d Mr. Bonn^ 

^. You was fearful, you fay, of tmfting Mr. Bontiey witH ? 
your defence \ i '? 

-, . J, I was 



jj^lvms rather fcwful. 

^ Can you recolle£l what Mr.. Tooke iaid to joa upon fikak 
fubjioa. 

Jf. He (aid Mr. Paine had emjdoyed Mr. Bonney for tb^ 49<r 
fence; I might go home about my bufinefs,' and r^ (ktisfied dlH 
Mr. Bonney would take pai-e of the bufinefs. 

^ That is one of the editioa of the bqok) is it? 

A I cannot (ay it is. ■,. * 

^ Perhaps I am in ao error as to &e edition i 
.. A This is upt the (ame edition* 

Mr. Erjkine. How do you know that this is one oC th% 
copies ? , . . , . 

J. Becaufe there is my own hand-writing on this bo^ 
' Mr, ErJkUu. How did you know that it was 9, icqpf wbeii 
you put your wxitiiig on it> you only gueffled it theoi I i^^fok^ 
a^youdongw? 

j/. Yes. 

Mr. Garrow. Was this one of the copies of that work ivlli^ 
you had for publication ? 

4, No^ this was never ia my hpuii^ I believe> till 4 toug^ 
it. 
. J^. Not that particular book ? 

A No \ not that particular book. 

yeremiah Samuel Jordan, 
' Crofs-examined by Mr. Erjkint, 

^ You went ^d bougbttha^ book I 

A. I fent for it 
. ^ And whea you had boijigbt \% y<^ put your tump U|m. Jt^ 
as a proof that it was the book you bought ? , /y 

^. Yes. 

^. How do you kww that the book you bought was thp t^^ifct 
which you yourfelf bad pubU(hed ? . 
. ^. No ; I cannot fiiy that-*-dii& book iievi?r was in my ho^(fe 
tfO I bought itH-that I can f^ijKar to. 

Mr. Garraw. Look at this {Jh^iuing ihi wltnefs another cfpj) ^ 
to ttfe your own ftnfe of the word publijhy did you publifli that i 



( 220- ) 

A. I cannot fay to this very book, I publiflied a number of a 
kopk like this.. . ." 

^. Had thofe which you and Johnfon fold, publiihed by you,- 
your name upon them-^Had the work the general appearance 
which this has ? 

J. Yes. 

^. Was it printed in that manner f 

4' Yes, 

J^. On that letter, of that fize, and that fort of paper ? 

A.\ cannot lay fo particularly, becaufe the paper \% rather 
Biixpd. 

J^. You are a confiderable bookfeller, I fuppofe ? • ' 

>/. I fe!l a number of books. 

^ Do you know of any oAer of Mr. Pairie's Rights of 
Man, the Second Part, that has pafled through your hands as a 
bookfeller, of that il^e and appearance, except thoib pubfiftied 
by you ? 

A, I have fecn anodier edftiont 

J^. The cheap edition ? 

j/. Ko^; anothei" ocbvo edition—** printed for D. Jordan, 
^ Piccadilly/* 

^ Have you feen any with J. S. Jordan^ of Aat fizc, ^t 
^ere npt publiihed by you ? 

A^ No^ I have feen a finall edition, 

Mr, ^.rjkine^ You ]fno^ j^o inqre pf that thax\ you do of 4^ 
9|her bode? 

ylir, Garrwon We propofe to readthem upon this tvidencew ' 

Jldr,, Erjkine. It is not our objeft at all to argue i^. 

Jj9M}Qytef ^ufitf^ Eyre. It was rea4 fqbftantially lipoA^Ae 
feme evidence before* > • • 

Mr. Erjtine. All I fay is, I do not think myfelf the 1^ m«n 
teftj'lled about it, I fubmitthat it is iiot evidence. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. The queftion was, mooted before/ 
and the Cbuft was of opinion, fai reiped of a book ptrblifti-r 
ed through the town, that this was a reafonable evidence to go to* 
^he Jury, tiiat it was the fame book^ 
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(Several extraifs/rom the JRigbts of Maty P/irt the ^£<onJi 
vsiu read,) ' . . . 

IPlde Hardy s Trial^ vol, U» 't<^g9 If -3 • 
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; Mr, Tooke.X believe \ have IjkewiAs a right to ddirecjsm e9r« 
tra£t to be read out of that bqok-r-itji^U be aUltle prepoftrroM, 
J|)ut not the leikfuitable to this fort of evidence — I beg that th» 
preface may be read. . . ^ . « 

{The Preface was read.) "^ ' 

[Vide Hardfs Trialy vol ii. '^age22.'] * 

(Tie following entries were read from the books of the Societv 

for ConjVitutional hifirtjiation,)'^ ' * 

** At a meeting at the Crown aiid Anchor Tavern, Strand, 
■* Friday, 29th of June, lygi- 

"PRESENT, . . 

^ Dr. Edwi^ds, in the chair, . , 

« Lord Sempill, Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr. Froftj Mr. Cjipppia^ 
« Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Hull, Mr. Bugi, Mr. 
** Sturch, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Williams, Mr. ChatfieU, Rev* 
« Mr. Joyce, Mr. G. Williams, Captain.T. Harwood,. Mr. 
•* Sinclair, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. A. Bufb> Mr. Bahnanno^ 
« Mr. Watts, Dr. Kentiih. ' . T ^ 

" Mr. Sturch reported from, the Committee appolnttd'tbcoti^ 
^ fiderof thebeft means of-eirctdsting Mr. Paine^s Letter^ to 
" Mr. Secretary Dondas^ that «they were of opimoA &e letters 
'^ ihould be fent as follows : 

« 250 Rev. Mr. Morris, Great Yafmouth.' .\ ; 

« 100 Mr. Notcutt, Ipfwich, SulFolk. ^ \ . 

^* ioo Rev. Mr, Rowe,' Shrewlbury. ' * 

¥150 Mr. Sampfon Kingsford, Canterbury^ ^. ! / 

'^'J^entto Mr.' Joyce. 



... , • . ' i 






:< lit ?) 

« 1200 Mr. Thoixws WUkcr, Manchcftcr. . ^ 

« 1 200 Mr, Afhton, Fheffidd. 
« 200 Mif, f oir, Oolby^ 
<< 100 Mr. Logfden, Chdhunt> Herts. 
-^. SM l£JKt»4^iile1>k«fter Hvmll, Leitdft^r. 
<( x$o Rqv> Mr* E<lwivdS) fiirmkig^ttRu ' 

«* Sent by toadu 

« 200 Exeter. 

.^ 100 Mr^^Hazlett, Weymouth* 

«* Sent to Mr. Puller's, kather-iellcr, Long Acre. 



w ^* 



. " ...» 

^ 400 Mr. Audl^^ Cambridge* 
^ 2QO Mr. Nafli, Rayfton. 

** Sent by Mr. Rutt, Thamcs-lbeeftr 



^ 200 London Corref^ndlng Society^ fent to Mr. Hawes. 

^ 50 Aldgate Society ; fentto th^ Mitre. 

' 50 Condlkational Wbigs ; fent to Mr. Conner^ ' 

* 6 Mr. Lambton ; fent to "him. 

* 6 Mt. Whitbread j fent to him. 
^ 200 Friends of the People, Borough ; Tent to Mr; FavclK 
^ too Mr. Buih ; fent to him. 
^ 300 Mr. Pearfon, and Mr. Rdtnanno} fent to thenu 
5« H^l^ti itmfi^ Gla%«w. 

<< ;[i^o Mr, Thomas Fdnw)ts» jBtoniqglteB. 

" ICO Rev. Mr. Martin. 

^ 100 Rev. Mr. Joyce ; Lord Stanhope V 

** 100 Mr. Frofti Spring G^urdens. - 

« 100 Rev. Mr. Potticary, IBc of Wight. 

^ 100 Rev. Mr. Toulniin, Taunton, 

" xpo Rev. Mr. Corrie, ^roiocnfgt^vc. ' 

* 100* Rev.; Mr.lVyche, Maidftonc* 
^ 200 Mr. Rutt> Thames-ftieet 



^ %oo Revv Mr. Lloyd, Suflcx. ■ -^ \ % 

« 100 Rev. Mr, MiUs, Portfmottth. . 

^ Sent to Mr. Sturch, and hj him fent to the difFew 
' ^ rent perfons* 

<« 700 Mr. Johnfon, St. Paul's Church-'Yar4 fin dfifivtfl 
•^ parts of the Country^ 



« 8962 

^ Ordered, That Ae Letter bfe drculaied agreeaUe to the 
^ report of the Commktec/' ;> 



^ A«atiMli%<£tbe A^iet^KoMsltthbCra^ 
« Tavens ScnKid^ Friday, 6lh juty, £792. 

<< Mr* Scurcby in the diair. 

« Mr. Cku^ Mr. I Martin, Lord Sempill^ Mr. Frof^ 
^ Mr. Simmoods, Rev«. Mr» }oyc^, Mr. Boaney, Mr^ 
« BrookhMik, Dolonel KeatU^,. Mr. M. Pearlbiv Mr. W. 
* Sharps Mr. Bufhy Mr. Balmanno, Mr* Jennings, Mr, 
'^ Hull, Mr. L H. Tockei Cfl^>tam Tooke Harwood, Mr« 
« bakewell, Mr. Hindt Mr. G. WiUiams, Mr. Lockhart, 
« Mr. I. WiBiams, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Watts, Mr. Walfl^ 
^ Mr. Caoapbell, Mr. L Adams, Mr. Barbw, Dr. Ken* 
^ tilh. 

^ Read ft letter from the LonA>n Corietpomlaig Society, re«> 
* turning thanks for the comnranication of this Society, sai4 
^ forwarding the following names as proper perfons to b* 
^ ele^d aitbciated members of diis Society : Mr. Hardy, Mrw 
^ Margarot, Mr. Richter, Mr. Littlejohn, Mr.. Grant, md 
^ Mr. Gow/^ 



Mr^ Msidnm*. I found this letter among Mrr Adams'is pxp t n ^ ' 

. '• {JUtUr 



(ji titter Jgned Thomas Hanfyy Secntary^ adir^jfidUMr.iy*. 

Adamsy dated July 6, 1792, reud.) 

{Vide Hardy's Trials voL i, page 416.] 

« 

Mir. Lau%un* This is t^^.of the books I found] at Mr*. 
.Bacdy's bdufel 

(It ixiat read.) 
« Mr. PAIN E's LETTER 

« Mr. Secretary DVIfDjtS. ' 

»stltj .--... tL i^Qji^Qjiy June b^ I'jcjiU 

h ^ As! you opened the debate in the Hoafe* of Comm^hs, 
** May 25th, on the Proclamaition for (\si^xii&n^ Publication^ 
«* which that Proclamatiqn/'(\yithout naming any) calls wicked 
*' and feditiou8> and as you applied thofe opprobrious epithets 
« to the works entitled RlGrftS Of MAN, I think itj^un^ 
•* neCeflary to offer any other 'reafbn for'laddrefling tfeis , Lettej^to 

* '* I 'begin, then, at once, * by declaring, Aat I do not ^c- 
«* lie\^ there are to be found in the writings of any ^uthpr, 
•* andient or modern, on the {ubje£i of .Gov^ernment, a fpj/'it 
•* bf grt^ter benignity, and a'ftronger inculcajfion. of . pi^jal 
•* principles than in thofe which"! have pubhfhed. ' ,p"}\ey 
•* come. Sir, from a man who, by having lived in aiiTer£nt 
** countries, and under different fyftems of Government, and 
•* who, being intimate in the conftruftibn of 'them, ' is abetter 
« judge of the fubje6l than it is poffible that yoti, frotn'the ivant 
^ of'thofe opportunities, cah be;^ — «nd befides this, they coilii 
^ from a heart that knows not how to beguile.* 

** I will' further (ay, that -when that moment arrives "iii 
« which the beft confolation that fhall be left will" bd* that 
^ of looking back on fome paft aftions, more virtuous, moro 
" meritorious than the reft, I fliall then with happinefs re- 
<* laember a^iong other things, I have wnti£n;the RIGHTS 

« Of 



1^ PfaNfc^4Mii| «» thd» ei9fe6tot9«N)iere iiriio» poflef% or tbofe 
,<^ 1»|i#iMceg»fniig fcbf ^ficfc^ iii8i)r bj U tlwm> U will aot alttr 
^ tWr.dMmftei^ eidier witib tbe world or wMi iM» 

^.HMtk^ £4 AiadD tUs d^lauradcMi) I flMJi proceed to 
^ idttgrk^ hot ttfurfieulif l]r iqion your owa Speech on diat 
^ Occafion, but Oft vtf other Speech to wUcb your Motooa 
<« obld^t.dbqr gitve rife^ tftd I fliaU bacin with tint of Mr. 

• <^ Thb Gendwitii accuftt mt ^ ir^ kstiog doar the very 
^ tUng that / i6i7t?/ ibm^, and which (he (ays) Klh^dAoO^ hm 
*( lltaaidd not hiivt accttied inn^ 

« Mt. AibAJH ia his Speeeh> (fee th^ Moniiog Qtronick 
« oTMay s«6) %s^ ^ Hiait he lad weU oonfidered the fid«eft 
•^ oTCoi^itHfioiud' PvUidoionSy and waa hy no nKtaAS n»|dy to 
<< lay (kit the coatrary) that booka of ioieiioe upon Qovtn^ 
^ omt^ thoi^;iecniiiiiMdio§ t doOriab or fyftem iiffoieiit 
^ firena^ fosnedf ioui; Ci)nlUtui»ai^ (meanhig thatof £n^4tid) 
^ wMik. o^ecia ^ profeculion; that if lie did> he mttkcta^ 
^ demn (which he meant not to do) Harrington, fiwr his 
^ Ooeaoa^ Sit TuMcAa MMi for hi» Eutjspia^ and Hume for 

# lii$ idda ef a perfi^ Comwaa^caiA.. fiiit» (coiiliniicd Mr* 
H Adam:) ihe PubKdaibttQf Mr».PMKi Im Verydi&reat^fof 
^ it ileviM what #at mfifmSr^J in the CaaftiMioiH deftroyed 
^ emjr priacifi e of fiabordtnatio% and ^Mifini t^t}Ai^ i^ 

^ I neadily pereoTe that &lr^ AjdAm. had not mad tbd S^ 
** copd Part of Mightg tfMtmy andHanrput uodte.theadoiffity, 
¥ ^eahar of iisboBiting to iaa tanniediiadbrg^ or of jufttfjang 
*< myfelf againft it; and I (hall certainly pn6t' the lattor^-^If 
^ Aah I flnH proy^e to Mr* Aii am that^ ial.n^ reafiDiii^ upon 
^ l^ftsBis of X^w ynai ca H in the fecond part of JUigk^ ^4l^^i 
^ I haVe fleanUi aa dearly^ I tliinb> aa worda can iRiniiey idaas, 
^ a certain fyihoi of Governmeot? and- that not: e»ftmg in 
^ dseory ody^ but ahrckdy iii iiiH. and eftabUfliod pristice, and 
^ fyftetaatically andpractiealty fr^e ffosL aU the vices. asKl de^ 
.^ &cta of the Jdtgliih. Gavernmenty/ and oapaUc of. producing 
. VOi.lt ' Q^ « more 



C Mi ) 

w nioFe1ia]pf^Her&>^a4!he T^t^,^ and tUsuPiUhr^'WYdf atv4i^eA 
>^ pkit of the Tz%tsi which ihe- piMeHt' ^Syikew^ 'Aig^iA 
^ Govemnfejit .confomes; I hope be will dpuiMi«tte*tifl$€^ 
<^ when he nei^ gOestothe-Hottie t» get up and CMfeft^ lieliifl 
<< beeii miftaken in^fs^Ing, that I had iJtcUi/hed wfihingy'fitid 
^ that I had d(/lr^d eWry\priwph 'rf'/uhordinif»i9$f4 'H^^ 
•^ 'thu» of^ened the e^e, I now come €6 4ie poiiit^ ' > . .• ^ 

** Ifi the Second Part of RIGHTS • OF MAN, >I fcavt 
" diftinguiflied Government into two clafles or fyftema^'-tte 
VHDSie the h^ieditary fyftem; the jo^imt Ae tepri&btative 

t <^ In the Firfl Part of Rights ^^Jia% 1 havb endeavoured 
^<t& fhewi and I challenge any man ad nefitcs k, ^t there 
^ > 4oes not exift a fight to eftaidiih Hereditaiy GoTernmeiif; 
^ or, in other words, Hereditary Governors f. becsaufe 'Hero* 
^^ dftary Government always means a. GovernmeaC yet to 
^^^^t^taty and thei cafb always ts^ dnt the .Peqile wb^aie td 
t^ live afterwards, have alwa3rs the iame' right to dntfie ft go^ 
^ v^mment for &em(elves, as ^ People, haicHriio lived*befbre 
**>cliem« . . -. '. . . . I, ? -.j^. 

<^ In the Sea»nd Part of Rights ^ rf Attm^. I Jbire notret^ 
^^ peated thofe arguments, becaufe they are irreAitd^k; fcvft 
^ ihave confined n^lf ti^ fliew die <lefefts:>of whaS^ia.adled 
^ Hereditary Government, < or Hereditary. Sucoeffioai diat it 
^* oiuaft) from ^e. iipture of it^ throw .Government 'Mto the 
*^ hands of men totally unworthy of it, from want of |NJdci^ 
<f pfe,^ or4mfinied for it from want ctf capacity*«'^jAMB8 tberSe- 
t\ cond is recorded as aa inftance of the firft of dieiecaftsii^mnd 
^> l^ftanc^e^ are to be found ahnoft all over Europe to.prore^the 
^ vfrulh of . die latter* , -^^a; - 

M^ Totibe^ theabfiirdtty of die Hereditary Syftem ftittjwre 
^ ftcoqglyy i .wiU.> now put the following cafe :«^takeaayr fifty 
^. men pramifcaoufiy, and it will be very cxtraordiiiary, if .out 
^.qf diat. mimber, one man ihould be found, whofecpciaci«'' 
f^ pIosL^aad talents taken tc^her^ {(of ibme might have pain* 
^y ciples, jmd' odiers have, talents) would render, him B;jpBi^aA 
^ truly iitted to frlL any very extraordinary, office :^^Nationsl 

« Troll. 



( •«* ) 

A T'tdL : K 4siA fiidi a fitnds of dbaraAer could tioc be 
^ eM fH Et t i 't^ be found in bmbc than one perfon oat of filiy^ 
^At999ditmpp€n but onee in a thouftnd years to tfaeeldeft 
^ fen oFiany one. fittnilj) adntttting eadi, on an average to 
^ hold the office twenty years. Mr. Adaji^ talks of famething 
^ in the ConAtation which he calls m$^ facteJ; hut I hepe 
^ he does not mean hereditary Acoeffion, a thing uribicfa appears 
^ to i6e a viobdon of etery order of Nature and of Conunon 

1 !^ When I look into hiftory and fee Ae.mnltifaide Of dten^ 
^ otherwtfe virtuous, who have died, and their iamUies been 
^rained^ in defence df knaves Hxni fools, and whidi tbey would 
f not have done had they reafoned at all upon the fyftem; 
^ I do net know a .greater gooddut an individual can lender 
<* to mankind, Aan to endeavour to break the ohauis of poli*' 
f<: tical ftfesfbtiom* Thofe chains aie. now diiMving faft, *nd 
f prpdamadons and pitoftcations will fervu but to haflea diat 
« di&hition. ' 

. ^ Having tiias fpdcen of the Hereditary Syfteni as a bad 
^ fj^flem, and fiibjedl to every poAble defedj I now come >to' 
5*^ the'RepceiimtBtive Syftem f and this Mn: Adaac will find 
^ ftated in the fecond.part of IL^ns of Man, not only aa the beft,* 
^ b«ta8.the4inly?%iwy ofGovernrhent undbr wWch the Iter*' 
f^desofapeoplecanbepetnivtnentlyfeciirew * 

t ^.fiat itis'.jseedlefi now to talk of mere Theory, ^fincef 
^ there is already a GovernaMsnt in full jptaStoe; eftaUiflied 
f^'Upon that Theory, or hi other wordsj uponv die fiights of 
^: Man,, and has been f9 for almi^- twenty years. MnRiTTi 
lfiW'« i^^eedt -of Jits fome &ort time fmce,' Aid, f^ That there 
^ never did, and never ceuld.exift, a Goverttokem eftafaiifoed 
IftrttpiW thoft Rights, and- that if it began at noon^ it would 
^ end at n%bt«' Mn Pitt is not yfstarrived at the degree 
¥- of'a :fchool-bfiyin ihis ^pdcies of knowledge. : His-pia^ce 
^*ha6 vboen eonfined' ta die means q{ 0xt§r$ing rrvmui^ and 
f^'ins bopft has % heei^**#^Mir! anirA f Wbeveaa die boaft of die 
^ JBfftem ef G6venimenot)»t I 'amfpeaking of, is mottiowBtach, 

v.r^ i 0,2 « The 



^r «Eit& anjfctfaiDg. <|f inredknty : MMfei&y. ksgfta Jm AJninsfiC f 
^ wiU now tdmiMreL tke :afieas itf ;tte i^is;9£dB6iMH«mi« 
<< : with dlo fyftsm. «f .Ooireriniieiil} in Engfaod,. both dttriog^ antf 
^ fiiicetheclofecfttewtr* * • - ' 

^ So powerful it flie RepieieiiMcYe S3rftc«i;ifaft^ Irf com^ 
^* 'bii|iiigmel.cgnfiiiichitif^ dl the parte iof a. ooiUMry tojgedier,' 
^^' Jiowever . great the: ' extent ; and fBSiotMyf' h^ kdmitting -of 
^ none but men properly qualified into the Govermntltt^ of 
^UfaMag thtm if Aey prove to ^be atfaeriittfa^ tfuit JImeHcs 
^i.was enaUnd ihnetfy to}aUf to dcfisat^ ai)d ovMhrow. all th^ 
4'iidwaieaaiid pi9o)e£is.of tfie Hcceditary.Gigv c i nfawi <of £iig- 
^ . land, agaiftft her^ As the cAafaiifhiDi^t ai the Hevdottoiiaiid 
H' Independenceof AmQiica4s a proof of this i»t^ it k nooiHeft 
^'ta,eniargr iqKniti' r--.. 

t-f» I now coHM Jb Ar ccmpwratiiPe cJe^ of liuf tnop Syftentf 
^ finuik^ dofe:(^ the war$ andi m{Mcft .Mr. AjiAit toi ac^iiA 
•^ to it. 

.' 1^ Anerifiiinl iaannaBjr fofeiard; the tairagt of i^wattds 
H of.feveB }Bars. i3£ war» itrhccb Engbnd Iwl iiat«. .Engtaod 
^ (itflained. onijf thff expenoft of ihe wari whoeas Ameiica 
^ fiifbiaei, iiot only die expcfnct, but ^defbuftionQC.pfp' 
^'.pcrtjr t mUmi hy kth amies^. Nol a hoiA ubib buife 
^ daring that period^ a«dnvitt]rdiDufiu|di wbce ddtecgped^ The 
^ fitfma «id plafiMicm along the oaaft of die Gounttjr, for 
* more than A'tbottbnd iBi3cs> mne kid wafle» . Her mmamet 
^ una antiibiiatBd* Her ftipa mo cidier takcai or bad lotted 
f*. wHhin her.ownr hariiDitr< Tlir credit of her fiwda had.&Oen 
^ upwanda of nioety^ per cent, that ia, an original biKidred pomidli 
^ woiiU net. fell for ten poiindB. In iiii^ ibe was apparently 
^ put back an hundred years wfaea the war doied^ which wal 
^ not the cafe with Si^;huid. .-. ; 

^ Bat liich waa die event}, ikef. tite fiarw Jtepcofentiitive 
^ SyftoBx/ Govemoient^ dmgh finco better oifpuuesed^ aridcfa 
^ enabled her to conquer, enadded hnr aKa to xmofWiay^ajA Ate 
^ nowpcefeoia a mote flonri&ing nBrriiiwm, and a More happy 
^ and harmonised fgciety under that fyftesi of Go«<ernnatn^ 

*• diaa 



( i*9 > 

'^ ifH^ tny tMipff (n the world can boaft under any other. 
^ H&-9mis «re rebuilt, aiuch letter ihiMk'1)dbfo^Wd0il^ 
ic ttlSpteniljfiiiM^a^^^^^ ittil htfr Jii^li%veiilinLfieo«l 

^ lefs than ten pounds die byndrpd SO upnifavds of one hundred 
" and twenty^ ' Mr/PJft',"'aI^* hit'coUcagues, talk of the 
^things iMft We \^^pc^ ^ -U^'^1>«^ Adbihnl^ 
<< without Kftt^hj^ What- gt«ater 
^ s^ii^iMJbr oAer fyftems oTGovenmieitt 

*< I next come to ftate. thft oqpenc^ of >the two fyftems, as 
^ they now ftapd in eacji of the'coun^es; jbttt it may firi^ ^ 
'^ proper to obferve, that Government in America is wnit it 
^ ought to De|^9 mattekj oThonour and tmft, and^ bat ipade a 
^ Q^dpof for tte purppie of lucre, ' ' * ' . 

^ The wh<4e amount of the nelt taxes iii England (excltt* 

^ five of th^ cx{>en(SSe <d Q%Xkf^m^f^ 4mi^9ekMkoS feiwres 

>K ^ ^ondemnationst of fii^es and pensilttes» ot^ fscs of.ofi<9, 

^ of iitigatfons and informers, ^ich are ibme of tfie. blei&d 

^ means of enforcing tbem) i^ feventjpdii ittiUions, Of this fum, 

'If ai^^tnincmQitoos gofiK Utrnpttftmrl^ giF^ dte^ i^tori^ 9C tlie 

^ National Debt, and the remainder, being about eight millions, 

^ is for ibd'burrelit ^niAl ei^pencts. Titus mtM^ for one fide 

i* of^cafe,-^ I now come to the othef; .i»- ^ v^ *•• -^* *• 

^ Hie C3^nce pf all die feyeral dep^utma{{s of the Ge» 

«* neral ReprefenftitiYe Government of the tJnited States of 

' ^ America, ^exteridiittg- tfyfer a^ fpace of ^country neafjy^ ten 

«^ Uine^ « Wger dmii England, is two hundred and ninety* 

^ four thoufand, five hundred and fifty-eight dottirs, which, 

t<^ipjk>rttoned 

« TbeQftoe of the Prefiklcm^y^ j|tiwbi<di lko.Pr«fiT .. ^ x, 
t 2fip4eat£ilQei<r«t'iiortttDgriwf'^^ \ "^ - '^ '5^^ ^ 

.1^ ,^diii)^^^uftice . . •• •»#»* 'tc •<.•.. v.- w .. '#^ • ri-'-: ^- :- jQOO ' o 
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*( f i«e aflboate Juftiecs ■> •« • * ^937: >* 
«<i ITuietBeii Jiidg!Br«f DiftriAs nd A tt arne y Q cpetri^i^T} iS 

' • . • # :* 

,f^ Se^re^ary, Affiftant^ ComptroDery Auditor, Trea^ 
^ furtr, Regifter, and Loan-Oflke<-Keeper, m eadi / 
« 8tate» togeAcr with all heceflarjr Ckrks Officcg* '. 
^< Keepers, &c. - * r - - . 12,825/b 

* • • • • ■ 

tf Dfpartmeki tfStaU^ including Fintgm J^mti. ' 

M Secretary, Clerks, &c, fcc. r - r t i>406 Is 

• • - * 

•• •• • * 

^ Stcfttary, Cnerks,Payitu((brs,C<»nini^oiiers,lcc, Sy^6z 10 

^ Qmmiff0iur s fir fettling Old ^fiimfSM 
f Tlie wiude Board, fce, v r --^ v* %59S'iS 

^ fncldental and Contingint Expences. 
^ FarFircrWood) Suti0narT,Printiiigi&c« r i»Oo6 16 

— — ^^—1 ■ I 

To^ 66,275 II 
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* o^.On acoouiK ^ dur ioeurfi^ns i^ ibte Ifidiaas ^ ^e^ocfe 
¥ Ibttlements, Congrefe is at this time obliged t^ keep &x ^bou^ 
^ fiuid mililk in pay, in addition to a regiment of foiot) aoid a 
^ battalion of ardHery, Whidi it always keeps ^ and tbi6 in- 
M orea&s Ae expence <^f the War Department to sgc^Qbo dol- 
^ lars, which is ^yj^sl Aesjing,. but .when Peace fluff be 
^ COttpittded with the Indians, the greateft part of the *CBCplnice 
<^ will ceafty and- the total amouot^ of the expcnc«< iiAGkn^em- 
•^ mantt inciyding that of the army^ w91 not amount to one 
^ Iliifl4red liK>tifiunl pounds fteding^ wfaich> as has been aU 

•* ready 



M Efig^fli Government*. ""v; ' I ^.^. '^t^t^;* / . ^ .. ^cfn- r » 
«i<«:l {wmfitA: hbi'jA»AiitmsdKiik. i&XHAAlf and .^tt^iboft 
<i n^' are taUinHptflf SoaftiiuliMflt »d Meffings,. afid Kin^s^ 
«f iaijdhliiortfij «ia.4if Lan knMTshHtevto look ^t 4iis;itoe^^ 

«<.bettert>igAiindU>fldiiliKterradm ewmi^ 

« mpi^.iii die wiidd, ,jtel:diit (br left dm Me4iiiodmi!iiidu<i> 
^ land pounds im^aAiium, audi yet etfery .McoiWc of Cang|rtr» 
^ iteceiviRy as a^odte^eniation ferliU timeaw) atlendiifoe^OA' 
^(BoblkfJbiifin^ rrnie pound- {even IhiUiBgs : p^r .day, whkh^ is 
¥*attfae^'flieofjacMy1ivrhtthdrddpoundla-year.' - 
-1^^ TliistiSi vQotftnmieAttHathat hckhingtoiear. It needa* 
¥'nii*Br9cfauiiatioa'to de(ei< people from writing and tauiing.' 
^ It need$ ^no polittca) ^qperftttion to fupport it ^ It wat bf 
^ enoouragii^ di&tiffiop> ^d lendeiing the preis free upon .all 
^ fiibj^s of Gov^nlmentv that the' principtes of Government 
^ beoime underAodd .ia A^iericat atid. tlif people are ndw env 
^« joying the prefent bleffings -under itk You bear af ^o i:i6t9p' 
f^ tiim)iitVaqd'dtf<H'8eri^ in that couiitryvbecauie there fcxefts 
.!^ ao'cauib toipfodiice diaoa* .Th^fediiaga are itever theefV 
iViqi^.of Fris^domi but^cgf rf^ftriix^t) appreigoni and eweffiv«r 
!f^ taacation*'. ' • - !■ f / .- 

. ^ In America tkei^ iSv<not that daft of poor andwntehed 
f^ pcopfe that are;iQ: Annyerottfly. difpered Ml bv«r England,' 
H'and.lirho' are to be told by' a Proclaxnattoa, dmt they art; 
^ hapfif', and diip iaidAgrcat me^um td be accounted £>r^ not 
^.J(y.>,tfa& differcftfr^dC firodainaeions, but by tiiq dtffimnc^ 
.? 4itf Governmaiita' land the diffemen^ of Taxes betKveen thaft 
.^; .'CKiuntry anddus, ^^ ^What thi? )ahoudng,|icople(^ o^Aat country 
^ eauji tbey ap{%vto Jduar .own.ute, and tortbe education df 
^ their children, and do not pay it- away jat Ta^Ms^^ 80. Aft a^ 
i^, tbey> carhiit»^ tdl'^fiq^poirt ,Cgitrt<;«3bCravagaace^. a«d. a long 
Ifi fu^jTiQ\x& 4tft , of Plactdien ! and Fanfionerar ahiididas ahii^ 
.^ ; d^ >hafyc leached > tfa^f^^nntfUyv doftose of; rcmerenng! Msnts 
.if,i<^lv«§i^ and Gfmfi{ftteAd|r "vf 'relp^iagit'eaelk d^ 



• / 
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« all the firaildiilent trqmpery of CcMirtt 

^H4U4h ai?bvift '« pawfe jrf ^ ^gotegggiaw te»s<wte » 

«^piigi4|ipftheAp|Hnix) kOwiiiMi'ndWiiPn'iMa«^ 
«« tetf^Odrillwidrid «i Fwa: Fd4M^^U|B^ 4l Miir limr 

<^ thai was mdt t^ine of oi Thouian^ fmnHk^ ifrrthrcosy^' 
«« Xi^ of the Second PaK ii J^igktt if Mm, tegeter ni^ 
5 the Mmaimng ccfif-righf ^tfae Fjift 'Pnr^ was t»luivet£: 
« iili^^ by a^uick fuppieffiivi irint, is «bw. aHim»4 t» ba 
^ 4aM by a ProljbcatMiv, Tfat< cqN^eAiiftv^ffaiiili 4ia fi^lga 
1^ iwko^aiade diat olfo' lias lariUi thci Guig'^'lltiiiiiqi Offiae» mj^ 
1^ ftmift fart of th^4aea|is of isii^iwmr^igsqi aMs aftfc^^^dl^ 
<^ 4ha Mfoiftry (Ml jkaf^ to bring /thur ifniftaWan «o tfhd: 
1^ fittt to letHrn tti my fiibjeA^ v . ^' 

^ I iiave 6i4 in. tbi( Seoond Vm ci Migiii ^ Mm^ mtit 
V. jrqwat it lieie» ri^t- Iheifcrtioe^f aiQF iaao,':whct>af ^oaie8 
« Kingy Pjefidentt &natQr^ La§iilatar].«r aaj^'liBi^ cKe^ cap* 
^ not be worth more to any country, in die leguI^.ioiBliaic.of 
1^ oAce, than Ten dMufiuid poonifis per Aniuak We lu^ a 
^ bederman in- Anieric% an# nuKe of a XSandenriin #911 911^ 
^ Kpg lever lonew o^ ««ho dpes ^ o$cafion:cven4i9lf du^ 
^'Cxpenees. ior thopigb. the £dary b&mditait: j6a^ iie ^w^ 
<fc accept itr »<> it ^ only the inoidetital es^enpesilbntitoc jail 
^ outdf it* The name by wfaidh m man is icaiW is, of.jifelf^ 
^ hart an -empty- diingv ^ is wocdi an? cha^ader. al^ne wbicJi 
^ can^fenfler him v^oaAl^ for withoiit diefe, KniEg^ asi4Xord^ 
<* andlMkbnts, aretnK iingling i^ancs« . 

^. Buiwidiout qpoublmgniyAIf nhqaa Cep^^iautioiia Q|r,<]ro^. 
iK mmoKisr, i ksve Amte in the Scsxirya tPart of Jtiiiis ^ 
M Mm% dmt an attancemay he foamed ^between E^gfamtf, 
t^'Frtaoey ^and America, aqi that Ike «;ppettces. of iSovem^ 
,-.;*'. 4 . 5* ment 



t m ) 

^ Army,; ' *^ *- SOCJjMi^* - ** 

;.fi(; t-. . .» ' • ..•.•>. • . I :. ', ■'> I I i J4 ii M ' H". f >* 

'li Alii eVeii thfe ilim js flftiiii tfmte 'greater HMt 0vs C3cp«iccs» 
^ of '<5overnmetttarc in 'Atoeriaij[ ani it is alfe gr^t^r'ftan' 
W £he Whe>ie pekce cftAllfttneftt of Englaiid aitrtMiritetf ft jftouV 
^ an iiuiidi^ed' years ig6. Sd mueh has tfee Weight' atld 6p-[ 
^'preilfic^ df taxes encreatefl CncetJifi'Revrftft|<wi, ^ttictdj)o0s^^^^ 
^< fince the year 17 14. 

' •* iPolfiet^rtyi the fum 'of 560^000!, is fvificient t^ defray 
>^ ail the cii/iVcxpenteS 6f Gbvernmcnt; I have, in Aiatt^^ 
*f 'annexed the foilowing ifttmate for any 'country 'of' the'fimc 
#>tfehtaiEiig!and,- '' ' - '"^ ---'^^ ' • - -'-iv.. :•• 

* *« In Ae'firft pl^cfe, Ar^' W^^^' ^^^enti<^ 

. * defted, arc^ Aiflicicint for all die t^iirp^ to vAMi te0iAoii 

,<< can apply> and'jItfeferaMetols targer liumber. ' * « ^ - -* 

• ' «■ If tiicA an aljb^lwmoe^'at the rite 6f iiVe htmdrcd^* pbunds 

^'^r ahik te'madi tofeWrj^ Itcpr^fenfetJive,' dfedudfln^ Ibir hon- 

•^ aitendi:A<Se, A<^\atpehee,' if thfc iJ«*'6te 'tltti!*^ 

* months each year j^ would be r ' - - - ' jf$^6c& 
"" ^ Thhe'effioial^e^rttnkis fcbuWiidr'fbfthly eicee« ' " 

^•^J ^^'fhrfeeotetW; '^' ^ '•atio,oodi:caeh;^^ ^^ U^^* •••'-3«i4o&- 

' « Teh ditto, • '• ''at' sjJboSi. ii<Ail[ ' '' ''^- ' •-'^^0^^^ 

. ^ Tjventy ditto^, t^t : ^fiOcH^tf^i .... m> .. 40,^00 

^ Forty ditto, at ijpool. cach^ . . , , • .40^00 

** Two hundred ditto, at 500I, each, - * lOOj^ooo 

» Thdrec hundred ditto, at 20crf. each, - 6o,20Q 

- ** Five hundred ditto^ at jQpl. each, * .. . .J<W?oo 

^ Seven hvmdrcd ditto, at 75I. each, * - 52,500 
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« If 



C m 1 

^rtbe offices^ and make one of twenty thou&nd pounds fief 
•znmxfh^jamd'fi!^ tke ptxfmml^fkf^tAi P i^ Kii^g;^ nor Ma» 
« joA9^4|r.Madje%, or give hiix|<4iiy^ther tide. 

' ^ TMfifSk however, this fum oC oat million and an htil, at 
<« an'-aAiindanf fupply for all the ei^nces of Govermnent imw 
<* der an^ fomi wliatever^ there will remain a furplus of nearif 
^ fix;im|lion aodr^ half oi|t of .^e prefent Tai^cs>% after P^Ting* 
«1 t)|e.i^t»:eftof tfapNatf<Wl\I>ebt^ai)d I luivf ftew3(l^ llur 
«^ SecQC^Part of Rigjhf$jff\ Man^ what< appears lo me, the beft 
<* iiiod^:Of applying ftl^ejfurpljus ^ney; for I am now ^«ak<» 
¥ ing of expen^ suid &vipg8» and not of fyftema "of Qonm^ 
•* mdnt. ... * 

. <« I bavs, in the firftr place» eflimated ^ poar^^titfla at Mvtf 
<« mUliooa annually> apd, Aiewn that the Arid offb^iid lAefi 
<^ would, he to aboUfli the poor-rates entirely, (wiiish ;WDiild be 
<^ a fiiving of two millions to the hode-icoepersjaad to xetnifi 
f< fiiar miUioiis out of diejEirplus tsups tQ.the poor^ to kt paid 
a to tfaetti in monqr In propoitiontQ the nmnbe^ of children ii^ 
<^ each iamify, and the number <^ ^g^perfoi^s^ /, 

• « |^i«.^ (^fl9Md tfaq number pf pQrfpnsoC both/i(Qie$)in 
« £ng}i|^ of fifty^ ynurs of age and, ^p^ds at 4ac^f>90, ^nit 
^ have taken pae Aini of this iiumber,i vis, I4<V^<XH ^ be. poos 
« pepple. ^ . , • 

<« To fiiye long qdf^fi^ajdiHis, I have taleen 7O1PQO oC tlisrfi 
<< to be 4ipmjtb pf fi^ jfcacs <^ 1^ and under fi«ty,^ aadtiie 
« otfm to be fuety years and upwards ; and to allow ^3( flPundSt 
S^Kper aun, t^^die farpic^ oiaisi ^nd.tcn pouijrfs f^^i^iRiii^to 
f^lbeJaiter, Theexpeqj^fOf .w]iieb will be; .»..; ' 

<* Seventy thoufand'^ifons at 61, per ann< r 420,000. 
. ^ Seventy (hpuiand perfoiis at' id. per ann^ «• 700,000 

.* . v' * • • • ' • ♦ ■* M 

^ . : •« ^- 1,120,006 

«< There will th$n rfcaiaLn',6f Ac four millions 2,88o^oqiPL I 
^^ ha^eftated two. dlfTerent methods of appropri^^tihg diisjpKK 
^ ni^*:. Tha one is to pay it in proportion to the number of 

<* children 



t ^ 1 

!ffet iMt. .to «Mh child I itm nther i8»> tb appCKttoii it' jeeotdr 
/^ big 1p.>th^jcSi^peiiee of -lifing -ia different ooimticsi to^ Bl 
.^ 40ith^ri iCntiwfe !ca(«i it woaUi log^her miA tbe aBoMticf^ 
41 9M^ iQs t^ tigodt d»M^r ^^^ ^>3in Aom Me diird tf 
0$.aU itte-^Miiili^ in Englttoi^ heSd» rdieriiigtUibt? other 

fi2<^ 7lALffi^(4e tiumber 4if tentiiet, iii;£iighiid».l9ttiag4iv^ 
.^ifotife f»^fcidi>faitity» 4Sjbiiff:riiiiUb|i;foiir huodied tkoiifimdy &i 
^twlmk lifd^/no^ ti)ird#/ yifti 466^&66» to he pm Miit^ 
t^^yil^,9»W^f$y.fyut ipiAi^ of taom*. »iid.^kh9l:,the pooreft 
:^3|H^9(stflift'f9ti(.g«m^ that tbe oAmr t&irt^ 

^. ini)|Ji9ii9 W^. piMd by the othisrr two thirds. The pkn» jtbore^. 
ffSJoffb H'^^ ^ i^ ]i¥0Ekrif, ikft^. to remit> of rqpHjTi ia$ is 
•^. a\r«id]i4ft^rtbi|r.fvp]r;p£ iwr d^iUions to ibeipooff^beaiure 
;!f ilhtl;i«^>9aill^i€^<4^^ the.odiMi ia thtfi^km 

I K. niodfi; «i ^k^bg l»K^ 1P« . smtifll^sr oft owliinptMii Vi and 

^ tax, and to diange the Commutation Tax into a pri^|yeffi?t 
ff TaxoiiJa^g|Bj#M^diei»i4iMlW 

Pi h^j^jmfkic^ ti^ .whish i^Mr^i Mr<;AwiM ^ nftt f«r 

^#ft]1il(^H)m^ i:L4AUv)vi«iP0fiB^ jB^^ t» 

;^v «tom»^4i^^lMipiil««iiii<tf MtMteArcy litjnll:4iiiiier^ jdilL 

^ fecenpe^im.:!^ fewufjc: .^HUpa^^ with th^pr^ent ibUe tf 

f^ feMyar>irfMi>gMiids <>f ^:.tl \^f i iri ;|Wtiidf,.annirtn)v tad lb 
^^ infTojiaBi^i^illf^ldier j^^ Tbii 

f jM(iianl0r li^ ^ Mice :q4i>6flmiRf»: tbiMi iIm 4)i(:iaiDe.liiim 

}f flMiU h43(ifiJN^ f|mt:i>y ^rioft»wa asd^pmu 

: V iiffH^ POuniejfi^.and JA^^jt i;!9Vi|h^.^ IbaStar aand .Gba^ar 

«* I will coD^vi^ li^is t^t of: my kp«r wiUf an^^lra^ from 
^ the Second Part of Rights of Man^ which Mr. Dunpas (a 
f< man rsBJog^ii^ .hjx^fyjHt'ithe.e^llirOpe of the Nsttion) has 
J* bf^ded :with ie epiihetof * vii/c)^^ '. - » 

,.- .«f ,By the.fffter^n of thi$|da%.ti|e{Hx>rtlaw$> tfaosfe inftni- 
^ ment^ Ojf.ciyii torture, vfiU be fnperceded, and thcv^eiiil 
fif ^ipencf of litigation . prevented. ^ The hearts ^> thf humane 

"Will 



> » 



ihAncof fevmm; ,ancb ^hqr^^ejrf of age iti«gg%.i(N» lMa4r 

1^ teM Jirill[4adi&.'ar m aiwteiii» tf{ Ifari^farip driJdr^lH «# IM be 
f^evtMbanmyi CBiJlbftdeahb^ dm faufiuiiidti like to^ts «iil 
^ criminals, and chiliiMM^i»ft)''nO- ]oiii||^^ W i^ eftV 

^ ti^ng: tliB iSftraOaii df diaid pmem. Tkt hmm of the 
f^ wetttat iiiif be kijKM^iubiMiule' it^^vjtf Wttx^4liel^ AMtn^ 
^ tBge» mi^nm^knv^pmfwnjn^ the i ii *pih% io|ip>ij<rt^ 

#.8ii^,<iiiKre6v «rtt bcrkOlielli '^tte^ooisutJieellrM diPiAclli 
f^ «^«lief| inriiitefdMiiufb^fiifport of jOd»iflii>iiWi embAb 
^:eaftf9 Btt4 ^ap^rehenfioii o^ iriott^md ^lukitdti ;iirttt aait^M^Yt 
¥t «4ig %4ii ^e, and f(^i(ce ji^iirft^M^^ 
tl!. ihofBrafe iifi\Ti|rke]r an4i lUifisi «s<wtH -tts^lM'tl^^iil^ 

« lUm tM^I|i«re UrMMMgii»-^P^ W aMiAied^ and tMb 
# Coin|iiuc«iiolk' T^l^ «At^^ ^^tbetv^ynl^uflUI tmtilmtmff 

«^ aWan^li benrMi fi|tglaHd^ Prnioe^ M ^Amttrica^- fluibiea 
^ and 4l¥iei^*i9ti]j it^erigMi^MmM^ M viii4ietiidt^ifl|(0«Bff^ 

ttf . idaiiaMCif. NAfioittil 4Mlfi%* ]t^B Jttted 6ft ttat Mroife '(fM^'lB 6f 
<^ Man, Part IL) tp apply annMally 5O7,^odkv^0it b£t^.6irp% 
Jtk 113M te tUi pwp^iti tie ^dwlhi; inaMi^ s^ ^ - 

^ Td4H^en'thbu|ift)ddillBM^foMi^^^^ 

^ *« each (clear of dedwftJew) dtirihg li% ^^ -^^ --• f f y»o«Q 
t« Additional pay ^ ^hnaifiiiKg foldiei^ per atiu' - \ -i^iSOQ 
.« "f o the <>4ce|« of {fie diftanded corps; duiwg'life^ *♦ • -' * 
« Ae Ame ftmor^- i' - - 4. . .^ i . v -v ji^obo 



< 1 •^ .^MfJUf iife - : j*^ •'•.'■ ^ .'. ♦^ .,#... If . uiffi09 

pr . * 3"v J>*! '.' ' •' • ' ' ■ . • ■ •' ■ 

t> ^ "HlK liAiilsi^lilMlh ith)Tpt0piti to confim iW$ MfeeiV 
^ IvUk fl0C;jMl^Bit;€6 Jkiy Ms^fing iatallirthee pwciciilis^* I ad^ 
^ dkiefrititp M& DimDM Eteaa&i her look tie kad in Ae de^ 
*^ buti ah^Jur %iflile% I. (wf^K&^.n^jsLpptMfomifkaom^ .but 
^ dirfttifMife ef kk to. jnftifir dqrfBlf. finam tlw chugevwUclt 

* J^iADtMidbonwkb 

^ Tliis Gendeman, as has been obfenred in the begtflMi^ «f 
^ .4ii» Iiettsai^ o^nfiisrs thenvfitiags of HAKftNfGcrdiii. Mofes, 
If aoiHOMt^ ail |uftifiaihlein(ilrgxl.Pliblkaitiof% \mmuft tbef 
« i^dlbiMri bycCiMpuHbm, dbug^ i»ib loing tfhejriiliawlidfbm 
^ :ittd IjAesiia of G^tiniaicnt) not aaly dMFcreiit fesote,/ but pre^ 
? faiM(»sa» thte ttf EpgjbwA; land im acc ufes —ti of aidbawiir^ 
^ «g toiviQDiife^ inftsadiof. {Kodactag a fyftsmiaiha acMa df 

* Aat dbiah Ihid roafaned.agamft.» Msescas i]mh& kf.Am 
^ I haira Mt osljr: reafoatd. ^r coBi|aii(aa of the. >ftqMdealalnre 
^ againfttliBiHeradilafy Syftdm^: Wti haw gaae Ai^ter^V' ' Ar I 
^v iliLVit paeduotdraia io^aaca dft.B GoyarmDaat nftaWiiard Ngit*i> 
^ tirdy on the Repiefentative fyfteniy under which iMaAugMKef 
^ happinefe is ei^oyed, much ^pnca . Taxes. iieqiiiiedy and niudi 
« h%her cralk is efbfldtihild^ -dttartedar the i^fttm ef Govern* 
>* meotin England. Tk^inadsi in Sflghmd have rifen iince 
^ the. nor anfyt iBiDm. 54l.''to 97I. and they have been down, 
^ fince the ProdamatiiHV to 87L wJbfiisaSLJthe Funds in America 
^ rofe in the mean timefrom. lol. to 120L ... 

** His charge againft' me of'* deflroying pvery prliic^Ie af 
^ fubordination)^' is equally as groundkfs^ which even a fingle 
,^ paragrapH fh>m die work will prove, and which I fball here 

* quote: * . • r. ^ -, 

•' ' \ \ . i ..y , i , . . .'. i< . . ■ « For-. 
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•« bbUrfe was had tothe fwofd, «nd a civil -war aifiastf^^ ^THat 
^^ fivi^ecttflom irexpk>(itfd4i7A6 naMT'iyOMft^ ihd r/r^^ 
*« Atf^ <9 a Natimal Cmviniiin. Difciiffiot^ aMl^^ ge^ienl 
^ Willi arbitrates the queftion, and to Aia, private dpioiosi ^dds 
^ with a good grace, and 9rder is prifirvid uninUrrupted***'^ 
» Rights o^ Man, Part II< p. 173: 

^ That two diflFerent cliarges fhottld be brotqrht -at die fime 
¥ time, die oneby a Member, ct die Legiflaiuft fokmi ddAig 
^ a certain ditng, and die odier Ivy' die Attortief-Oenen^'lb^ 
^ iMg it» is^ a ftrange jiimUe of'contradiflions^ ^ihkiklBanf 
« jttftified myfeU; or the work radier^ againft die iMlihif ftwkii' 
^ die cafe in this letter, and the jaftificadon of die^dier wilf be' 
^ undertaken in its proper place. But in an? earfb die work will^ 
•F. go on. 

, ^ I ihaU now conclude this Lettsfi with fiiyingi Aat tfad' 
^ only oljeftion I ipund againft the ptan^ and :pdiit(|9es*con- 
^ tained in the Second Part of Rigiii $f Man v^iitn I lia^ 
^ utrritten the book, WaS| that diey Would ben^fiddly uitei^ at 
^ baft ninety^niue perfons out of eveiy htindMd ifai^ghout tSicf 
^ nadon, and therefore would nc« leave fulBcieht rtom^fer fnen to 
^ a£k from die dire£l and difinterefted princi^le-oF heiibEr; but 
^ die profecution how commeheed has fortunately r^noved diat 
^ objeftion, and the approviers and proted6rs of that Ivbfk now 
^ fed the unmediate impuke of honour, added: to that. of Na-' 
*i tioQaL Ifliereft. 

^^ I am, Mf; DuNOAs, 

' ^ ** Not your obedient humble Servant, ^ ' 
' ^ -^ But the contrary, . . 

"TJJOMAS PAINE,-* 

.. . s . - ■ , . - 

Mr. Law. On the 6th of July diere is an entry of fix mem-*^ 
bers of the Correfponding Society, who were propofed to be>if-) 
fociated members, and they were ele£led on the I2th« 

{Tb$ entiy rf thi ipk rf July rtud.) , ,,^ " . :%^ 

[HJi Hariff'i 11^41^ ty page 417.] > c 

Mr. 



jMu Jkkrmj G^tmraL I am now goii^ to read a tetter (rotii 
ftfr. Hardy to Mrt To^e, fouod ^itmong Mn Tooke's papers^ 
giving him aa aolC9lllltlaC'tllC.^plqgl«A >( the LondoA CotTeP* 
{Muiding Sociat)^ : t >. . . . . . i . , ^ 

y^m^^ Th§mt$n {CslUd again.) 

Mr. Law. You area derk, I belicvei in Ae Foike OSc^ 
m Marlborough-ft^et ^ ' « 

. ^ jf^ Yttu*- .*..... ... 

j^. :Leok at thir ktit^ felt QUi'l^^^^ 
' At Yes* ^ . . *• ^ • 

iJ^.:Where ^ }«Mi ibd it^ 
il In Mr. Home Tooke'a houfe. 



» -^ • 



f// was nad.) 

<Vl will efteem ,it a jparticukr iavour if ym x^i\,recQlIeA 
^ to brifig \a your {mk^^t on Friday^ th^t ][etter^whicb ,1 lent 
^ to yoti about three or four weeks ago. I ao^ rath^^,at,a Jois t» 
^ write to Aat gehdemaiH .without being in pof&ffioQ pf .his 
^ letter. We keep ftill^^ncreaiing in number^ k^c^wlec^e, and 
^ ftabiUty> and we are about to plant two more' colonies next 
^ week, which will make the xtth. and lath Divifion» The 
^^ fituation promifes to be very fertile. 

^ July TJ^hf 1792, « I am, Sir, 

** No. 4, Taykr*s SuikU •* with great refpe^, 

^ ings^ Cbandos-ftrati <* yoUT moftittnifclf^ 



.J 



*( T.HOMAS J^ASDSC, 



IT ^ 



Mr. Attorney GtneraL I am now gQing.to..give.iA;.eyiie|i<Ce 
a letter, Ichced the ^ of Augi^ 17.90, from ;Thotm( H^y 
CO Mr. Tooke, found in pofl^on of Mr. Tooke, dctfinnghim' 
to revife an addi'eis tf the Londoto .Gi^rrefpoHding "Society^ and 
:<iefirii9tohave his !opini^ii wheth^rrit WM pnipH: hftifliould fend 

a copy to the Secretary pCith« CfOilft^Mtb^it^ifipCS^ :' -y 

John 



v:, 



'J'' 



r • '♦ ' • 

* ^ * J» • » • uv - * ■. • % 

^. In Mtw Horne Tooke*8 boufe, at Wimbld^ : 

^^ I take the libierty of fending yoa «. yr^of «0|SF of ^ A^ 
^ dreft to the Public^ from the London Conrefpondingr SoflietT^ 
•« and hope it ^iU aitrifjfMf atlfi*til%.mt ki^lhpM pmTuie 
^* your,8^>prohation->^all be eioceedinglj happy to be fnr<i|ured 
« wiA your opinion of it before M ^g^x^i^^^i^ii^y^ to^ 

•• do before Monday* 

* Is it proper to fend a copy to die Secretary of the Londofi 
^ Conftitutional Society next ymAy as that Socwty does not 
** meet before the laft Friday of September^ < - '^ 

^ Jbgnftm^ t7<)^ * lam^Sfr^ iriA gtesA itfyOt * ' 
<* JWk4, Tdfbt'sBiiiUingi^ '« ytw moft *c*cnt 
^ ahdiApfttetty Cffma • « hitoAfefe^WfciV 

^K^^enr « 'THOMAS HAtlBrYi" 

Addrcflcd« John H^meloeh, Efq^ ^ "" ^ 



y^A« Thimpfem 
Croffi*examined by Jif*. Ttf^* 

J^ W]Mr0 did ym fttid that letter ^. 

^ I canqoft c»ftly lay what part of th^boD^ I i)»md k fab 
J^ Dii.)o«-.&id it ]nc}ui>feU; or did any other perfongive it 
you? • 

^« I picked it out myfelf ; I mewed it to Mr* Ford, and Mr. 
F^ f0ld me to mark in .: . .. i . 

J|« Did yb4 amnd M^. Fold wlba<icfa<i(^ papeiw? 

jt i did« 1 '*-•• -I ».*.•! 

j^ And-yoii ^ noe pidt tbtw oiit, but he did f 

A, Httsx M^dis fsMe- wfidiigi I fkk^i Atm iM^ md f/g$t 

them to hi«|| aikUii^ toolsed ^mi 0f4r^ ^ .^ ' ^ 

• j^. Who 



r ^ 1 

'- J^. WhoWev^ihen? ^ 

J. ThomtQn.-^Wl|sc i pMcei cMit and ganre \m^ mi \m 
thought neceilkry to nuuek^ I mstf ked them. 

^ Did you tadke all die ptsfetSf tbit xnte nmhoif ki.my 
hofoSkl 

^. No; I gave tHem to Mfi Ford^ when he looked tkom aimt 
Jhe gaire tfaeiEii to mew 

: ^. There was Smother witneTs called juft now to prtive fiin^ 
ot)»rr paper 0r letter found in. mfhouki it isnbt th^t I Waitt to 
cnnteft tbHn.faeing' fi^md in my hxmhf 4>M wittt I waiitecl to 
know is, how oce gentleman conifli lo h«^ A Wamitt m^ taka 
my papiBS) anddienatniiUierof perfinii atfe^ed tcipxov^ diey 
wtte tberc.»-«-Had 70a a wanrant t» take my yap«r»f 
- ^"No* 

. ^ 1 waot toknow nAat d^ bind <rf* fei«i»f0'of |Mipcr9 k ^i 
is of fame confoqaeACtf etf know, becatife,'if a t|fM|^ of poiKce 
officers are let into x m^n's faoufe, the papers dM »« prorf^eetf 
will not be the papers that were found in die ho«lft i 

A. Mr. Froft was there, and &w awry ^ung^dMit WOta ts||iini 
and fo was Mr. Vaughan. 

j^. Did ithey takcai^ of the papers ) 

J. Ho. 

^ You were not the only man thaCtook piqMmf 

^. No; Mr. Thornton had fome, 

i|; Was «iepe any body Wfides yoii ttfiA Thpiimii whc^d 
any of my papers ? 

A No other ptrfans but hh* Ifhorftton and m^^^ tbit I 
know at prefent. 

Mr. Took$. There are more papers in my houfe ih^- a man 
GbaU cead in a year* / ' , ! ^ ' • . 

M£f. Amfumf OtmrtAi WlMi ydH Md '^hlbm^ Mek 4htf 
papers^ fw %« Mr. Proft and Mr. Vaugliaii wci*t prelblft t 

A Tliey we»; ^ '• 

« i|..aiidiiiHyifeeatt«he pi^eft #iat WW^ 



Ja I am pretty certain Mr. Vaughan took a lift of all tlir ' 
papers — ^tbejr were all put down upon a paper. 

Mr, Tocke. You belong to the PoKce Office I 

A. I afti.ode of the. Clerks at the Office in Whitecbapel. . 

^ And can you fwear that Mr. Vaughan iaw all the papers^ 
diat were taken ? 

A. There were two lifts taken^ one by Mr^ Ford) the other, 
by Mr. Vaugban« 

^. I afk yoU) whether you ftipppfe Mr« Vaughan. lo be poflef-* 
fed of fuch .fenfts, as can detemtine what another man does> or 
have you fudi fenlGbs that you can teU whit be £iw I 

A. AU the papers I took I prefented to Mr. Ford, and Mr*. 
Vaughan, fitting together, sind I underftood them all to be taken, 
down by Mr. Vaughan, there was then another copy made of 
diat which was given to Mr. Vaughan by Mr. Ford, I believe. 

Mr. Attornty General, Perhaps you know v^ether Mr. 
VaMghan and Mr. Froft were there by appointment ? 

Ai I underftood (b* 

^ Tou do not know the fa<a ? 

^. No. 

Mr. Attorney General I am now going to read a paper Itk^- 
wife found in the cuftody of Mr. Tooke, which is a letter from 
Margarot, who.becami^o«e of the afiociated membei^, to Mr* 
Tooke, defiring his advice and opinion about an addrefs to the 
National ConV^ition of France, dated the 15th of Septemb^r> 
1792. 

Mr* At$prney General (to Thornton) Where did you find 
that paper ? 
. A In^Mf- Horne Tooke's houfe, at Witfibkdon* 

■ 

[It was read*) 

^ M. Margarot wifhes to fubmit to Mr. Home Tooke^s. 
<^ OOfiiid^^tiod, irb^ther a plan mighl not be adq>ted fer^obtaie* 
^ ing. die aflent pf ail the diflFetent Sode.tie^ dirou^iouk tke> 
^nation, to an Miimated (but fafe) dedaration, afiuiingthe :. 
^ French that wptotertajn the moft frieInUydifpofitiollS,Ae•• 



( H3 ) 
^:ii^. tqwards thm; suid that we wiU^to the utmoft-of our 

< pgfw^y, dii(X>untenaiK;e all hoftile attempts on the part of the^ 
*^ J|4injiftry» fliould the Jatter be bafe enough to forfeit the na- > 
^ tii9i^, pledged: faith of seutrality* , 

^ M» M. conceives fuch, a jneafure will prove more ufeM . 
^ than a partial, and^ perhaps, coinparatively fpeaking, an in-. 
^ considerable fubfcription, which would, however, be no ways 
^< impeded thereby, a fimilar declanition would certainly quiet , 
^ their jealouiies with regard to the Englifh y and wpuld eiicou- . 
^ rage them in their arduous ftruggle, while the numbers of, 
^ well-wifbers to their ckuky who might come forward here. 
^ with only dieir fignatuies. to the declaration, would give a 
^ moft fevere check to all opem or even under handed miniile- 
^ rial attempts. 

** Saturday J isth.Septemhir^ 1792, 
« No: 10, High-Jlnety Marybom.** 

Addreffed « Horm Toohy Efqr 



Mr. Attomty General The next Is a letter, dated the next 
day, September i6th, 1792^ front Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke, 
upon the fiune fubjefl, found in Mr. Tooke^s houfe at the iame 
time- 

Mr, ^hrnton. I found this paper in Mr, Tooke's houfe. 

yames Thornton^ 
Crofs^xamined by Mr. Tooke. 

j^. Did you read that letter which has juft now been read i 

A. I think not. 

^ But you are not fure ? 

A. Some I carelefsly looked over. 

§1. If you looked that over carelefsly, when you r^ jAat 
part recommending an attempt to quiet the jealouQes of the 
French, did you not think that the adminiftration of this day 
would have been very glad if it had fucceeded ? . . • 

A I have np recollection, at prefent, Aether I did re^d it 

R 2 Mr, 



*• Afr. dmer* What (lie witnefs thougjfc*- af €te rfmej 1 ^iSflT 
to hiy bcifig adtcd^ for the fake <>f common prcc<Mefrf-*4t' Ir a 
grcstt deal too m«reh %o^z wttiiefe tlfho-hst UittA pa{k^r9^ #h&r 
he thought, upon looking at thofe papers, might be tile opMfdn 
of oAer people ^ H hzs not the xjHi^Mt or femblante of « qu^i^ 
tiott, and that the prifoiier m«ft know pcifedly iirrfk 

Afr. JV&i^,' If I am wrong I wfll take the firft hint of t cof-' 
fcdtidh from your Lordflrip^ bntlhope ydu wtB think thai a 
iftan whole papers arc fo fetzed has a right to mskt a little erw 
quiry after their contents j I prdtcftT kft^cx. thtm a ^reat ij|*ac 
ago, they arc'l^ters fbund in ir^y hotlfc fent from other '^fitts, 
«id it not being -declared whether I dtd any iRlng ftl toiife- 
qiience of thoffe rccommetidations—*! beKerel have yatheriittdd 
an obfervation out of the courfe of examination * ■ ■ >■ 

Lord Chief Juftki Efri, \\ ii art obfervation put into the 
Ihape of a queftion. • 

Mr, Tooke. I believe it Was ibr-^t ftruck mc that the admini- 
ftration tnight now poflibly wifh that thofe men who wifhed to 
quiet the jealoufies of the Frcndi 4iaA feeeeeded — ^but it ftruck 
me at ihe niom.ent that it was improper. 



• ^ « ■ « 



** Mr. Margarot would be glad to know your opinion of* that 
« propofiHbh hi? has fubmttted t(^ yotir jtidgrtient^ I thmk widi 
K him that it would have a good efF(i^ at the fame time the 
•* fubfcription to go on as it now does, ten or twenty thouiand 
'^ fignatures woiild have more weiglit than as many thoufand 
«' potiTulsi- for ten mea might fuMcribe that ftwfcp • - 

* Ssptember i6, 1792, •* I amy Sir,.withgr6atre<paA, " 
« No. 9^ Piccadilly.'* « your niott 'humble fervent, 

.. • « THOMAS HAfeDY.r* 

' k^i6m'^^'john Borne Toohe, Efq/ kichniondiMOlnisr 

; : ' ■ . ■'■ ' ^ • ■ -. ( >■ -• ' .***,.. 

(The following fntrits iff ere rtcrd fnmikt'hooh tff i^t Sotiety 



C «45 J 

I) Strand, Fridays Sf^^ff^r aSth, .17912." 



«■ 



«* At a meeting of the Society heM ^t the Crovn and Anchor 
^ Tavern, Strand, on Fricbjr, QAobcf flbi 1*7^" 

[^<fe Hardy* s Triqly vol, ii. ^lyf^ 30,] 



«PBP 



i/r. AtUrnej G.emeraU Yjwir IierdAiiiP .<|bfervcs, that by the 
i;itfry whigb was quide upon the ;^8jA of S^pternbei^Jtij^fefi^lvr 
ed^ that t^e ^ecretar^ i(|)gU exprefs tl|^ tfaan]s;s of th^ Conftitfi;ir« 
pnal S<|ciety to the London- Cprxefponding Society for ^djr * 
communication, and acquaint them that diis Society do very 
highly approve of (hei« intiintwi^ii"! an Jiow going to prove % 
jette^ from Mr> Adams, the Secretary of the fbrmeir Society, U^ 
Mr. Hardy, the Secretary of the other Society, which conveys 
that approbation, 

Mr, iauzunr This is one of j9ie letters I found in Mr, Har- 
dy's houfe. 

[The l^etUr ^a$ readr) 

" PEAR SIR, 

^< Yoor fetter of the aaft Septen^bei;^ was re^ad t^ the ^ocie^ 
^ for Conftitutional Ji^i^aroiatioa laft JPjiday, and I 3m defired 
« to CKpre^ their thapks to the London Corre^onding Soqiety 
^ for their pommiuiication, and to ^quaint Ihem that the ^^ 
^ ciety do very highly approve of their intention, 

^ I am, Dear Sir, your much obliged 
« Too}eU'C9urt^ jrf O^ohr^ ♦« humW? fervant, 

^ 179a/' ^ f>. ADAMS, Secretary.'* 

^ Mr, fiari^^ fe0'efarj/ to the London Correj^mdinj; Society'^ 



Mir, Aiiorney general, Yomr Xordfcip rooofleSsj Aat in a 
letter which has been read in evidence, dated the Jth of Anguft, 
Mr. ' Hardy feys:hc liad felt a proof copy rf Ae Addrefs of thq 
J^Qndpn Correfponding Society, I nowproduc^'th^ Addrefs of 

R 3 th9 



•» 



^ "%€ (Sirrcfpohdmg Society, dated th6 6di of A^guft, ^ich w» 

found in die pofleiSon of Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Lauzun. This is one of d)^ ptoipMets I found in Mr. 

Hardy's houfe. 

^(It was read.) 

[Ftde Harifs Trial, vol I, page 214.] 



(The folbwing entry was read from the hooks of the Society for 

CoH^itutional Information.) 

* * At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Ab« 
*•« chor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 12th Oftober, 1792/* 

If^ Hardy's Trial^ vol. 2, pages 32 and 48,^ 



■ 1 
^.. Mr. Attorney General. Here is the original letter, figned 

Margarot and Hardy, of which the letter that has now been read 

^is a copy. — Mn.^^lean* did you find this paper i 

Mr. Maclean. I found this paper at Mr. Adams's. 

Mr. Attorney General. It is exa£Uy the fame. 



(The following entries were read from the booh of the Society 

for Conjiittitional Information.) 

• ^ At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Anchor 
^ Tavern, Strand, on Friday, 0£lober 19th, 1792." 

[Fide Hardfs Trials vol. 2, page 52.] 

** At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Andior 
M Tavern, Strand, Friday, 0£lober 26th, 1792," 

[Fide Hardy* s Trial, vol. 2, page 54.] 

. ^ At a meedng of the Society held at the Crqwn and Anchor 

** Tavern, Strand, Friday, November 2d, 1792." 

[Vide Hardy's Trialy vol. 2, page 55.] 

» 



At 



i M7 ) 

", ^ At a me^tsbng of the Society bdd at> tiie<]rbwji and Ancfaoir 
^ Tavern, Strand, Friday, November 9th, 1 792." 

XVide Hardfs Trials vO. 2, pagi 56.] 



Mr. Attorney GemraL I will now produoe a letter from Bar- 
low and Froft, who appear to have gone over to France for the 
purpofe of prefenting this Addrefs, ftating what had paflTed on 
prefenting it, between them and the Preiident of the National 
Convention. 

Mr. Macharu I found thefe papers in the poiTeiSon of Mr. 
Adams. 

(It was read.) 

[Vide Hardy* s Trials vol 2, page 6o,] 



Mr. Attorney General I am now going to read dieir Addreis 
to the National Convention* ^ 

(It was read,) 

[Vide Hardy* s Trials vol. 2, page 60.)' 



Mr. Attorney General. This paper is the tranflation of the 
Prefidem*s anfiven 

(It was read.) 

[Vide Hardy* s Trials vol. 2y page 6i,] 



Mr. 5f hornton. I found thefe two papers in Mr. Home 
Tooke*s houfe at Wimbledon. 

J^. (to Mr. William Woodfall) Whofe hand-wfiting do you 
^lieve thefe to be ? 

A. Bodi of them Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 
■ 44r. Tooke* They are niy hand-writing. 

(They were read.) 



( MB ) 

iyjld$ HeriyU Trials «;«/, .1) pBg9 74/] 



^ Draught of a Utter from Mr. Tooh to tbe Mayor of ParUJ^ 
[¥iJk ti^ifs Tri^l^ Vol, ^ fag* 731, J 



■••'— ?r!!""«"P* 



tine of the Jury, What is the date cif that Icttet ? 

Mr. Shelfon. It has i^o date. 
* Mr. Erjkine. ^ut it was before the cammencement of the 
war, becaufe it was before Mr, Froft went to Paris. 

Mr. Thornton. I fpun4 diis paper in Mr. Home Tpoke's 
houfe at Wimbledoft. 

^. {to Mr. fFilliam TFoodfall) Here is a memorandum of 
when tWs paper was received — -Whofe hand-writing is that ? 

A The Wdrds ^ Rtipeived at WimblahHH Vft&M^^^ Oc^ 
^ tober 9th," I take to be Mr. Horite Tooke*s, 

Mr. Tooke. Yes, they arc mine* 



mm^ 



(J litter^ figned f« fetion^^ addrejfed to the ^ "Society of the 
« Friends of the Remht^iom^'' deiHd « bth OSfober^ firjl year 
!' of the French JtepuHicj'' read.) 

[Vide Hardy's Trialy vol 2, fage 73.J 



mp<«* 



^^e following entry was read from the books of the Society for 

{hn/HtuffOnal InfoYiHatUn.) 

<< At a meeting of the SocieC]f &x Coaftitutional Information, 
f* held at the Cro\yn and Anchor Tatvern^ Str^d^ Frjday^ 
V Bccerfiber i4th, 1792.'^ 

'\Vide ffardfs frial^ vol, 2> J^e $?.j| 



...... ...\m m\ 



Mr. Solicitor ^enerat (U Mr,M^km^ Wl^rftiM| j^ findl 
^t paper ? 



( ^»w ) 

jC. In^ poffiflon of Mr« A^laaos, 

Mr. S9ticii§r Qinertd, Tiis is a I^etlxr from (Ae Sodetjr of 
^e Friends pf Liberty and Equality, fitting at Laoii» to idi( 
^Society fgr Conftitutional Information* 

(7/ was read.) 

iFidi HardyU Trial, vol % page 6$ J 

(fhffilkwhg f^tty "uiai readfrsm th hoh of^ie Sddetffiap 

CgHflitufiomal JnfirmatUu,) 

*^ 4^ a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional InfiirnMio% 
^ hdd at the Ciown af|4 Anchor Tayen»9 F^^Ia/j. ^|A- of 
^ Deceniher^ ^T9^t 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. Reader in the chftir* . 

^ Adr* Sharpe^ M**- Hull, Mr. Bonney, Mr* John M»ilii) Mr, 
♦« Parkinfon> Mr, Holcroft, Mr- H,. Tppke, Air, Williams, 
« Mr, Sinclair, Mn IJardy, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Kyd, Mr, 
^ Chatfield, Uu Fi^etald,^ Mr. Snoks, Mx. Wi^i^ Mr. 
^ Jemiing«, Mr. G, Williams, Mr, Waidfa, Mr, White, 
^ Mr, Baily, Mr. Cooper, NJr. MQor^ Lord ^empill, Mr, 
^ TurnbulJ. 

♦^ Read the followjqg letter frwn the Sqcicty of the yriepds 
^ of Liberty and Equality at Macon in die Departmei^ ul^ 
^ the Saone aqd the Loire. 

^ Ordered, That the fame t)e entered |]| Ate mmit^ of ti^ 
*w Society," 

« iUfblM That Mrt H, Tookc, Mr, Moore, Mr* Wlute, 
f' Lord SempiU, Mr, GttM^ Mr. Kyd, Mr. Rwlor, Mi:, 
^^ Fitzgerald, and Mr, fionmy, h^ ^^.Cofii^m $K FqRugq 
^ Correfpondence/? 

<< Refolved, That fhc letter.{rQin the £ud. Society 4ie ^&cre(i| 
^ to the Committee qf Foreign Correfpondence.** : 

<< Ord«^, That die PTb<?Mding6 of die CommittBe of F<h 
^ feign Cor^efpo^d^n^ b? ei^tered iii a feparate b^dc' 



9t 
If 



( aso ) 

^ Relblved, That die faid Committee meet at tbi$ plaiOe at 
^ half paft three o'clock on the day of the next meeting of the 

:•* .Society/* , .. . 



Afr. Attorney General. I am now going to an entry of the 
5th of OSober, 1792, which ftates, that a letter was received 
Ifom Mr. Joel Barlow, communicating to the Conftitutional 
Society his book, entitled, " A letter to the National Conven- 
tion of France." 
', Mr» Erjkifie. That was aifo.read upon Mr. Hardy's trial, 

Mr. Attorney General. It was. 

(The following entries were read from the books of the Suietj 

for Confiitutimal Infirmation.) 

* At a Rteeting of the Society, October 5tii, 179Z.'* 
{Vide Hardfs Trials vol. 2, fage 30.] 






At a meeting, of the Society, Oflober nth, 1792 
[Vide Hardy $ Trialy vol %^ page 33I.], 



Mr. Jofephjehnfin^ (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 

' ^ You are a Bookieller \ 

A, Yes. 

j^. Be fo good as lode at diat book, which wa^ (hewn t4 
you lajft week, did you print and pubUfli that ? 
: A. • I printed a book with this title. 

j^ That book ^/(rhich* yoii law laft Week ? - • 

j£ I cannot tell whether, it is. die, fame, or no; it has the ap- 
pearance of it ? 

^ ^Bid you publifii a book of that kind, and who^did you 

■ : ^ I printed it kt die requeft^o^ the atttfa^^^r.^ \» i v h 

• J^. By 



'( asi ) 

^. By flie author, do you mean Joel Barlow ? 

^ You were employed by him as his printer ? 
A Yes. 

J^ And you believe that to be the book you printed ? 
jf. It has all the ajppearance of it; I could not tell without I 
read it. 

^. Do you know of any other hook of that appearance^ be- 
fides that which was publilhed by yourfelf ^ 
^ ^. Na 

{ExtraSfs read from a Letter to the National Convention of France^ 
on the defeSis of the ConJUtution ofxjgiy and the extent of tht 
amendments which ought to be applied^ by Joel Barlow^ Eff* 
Author of Advice to the privileged Orders.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vol 2. page 35.] 

(The following entry was read from the hook of the Society for 

Conftitutional Information.) 

<^ At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Andiort 
^ Friday, Odober 19th, 1792." 

\^Vide Hardy* s Trials vol 2, page 52.J 

ja^- Attorney General This your Lordfliip obferves is an 
Approbation of that letter, and an order for it to be publiQied. 
Mr. Adams, in his account, charges for the publication of . JcmJ 
JBarlow's letter in the difFerent newfpapers. 

The next is a letter from perlbns ftyling themfelves the Editors 
of the Patriot* 

Mr. Moflean^ I found this amG^ Mr. Adams's papers. 

(It "was read,) 

« SIR» " Sheffield^ istb Offober^ 1792. 

^^ In €OQfei|iietice of a hint |rom your Society, that fiaaQ 

^ and dieap piibticatioM would be of great benefit towards 

a ** cru 



f ^& ) 

^ et]light<3iing the pMiQ mtnd ia pcditical ' infoQiiation^ < we 
^ fome time ago fet on foot a periodical work, die Patriot, and 
^ we took the liberty about three months finoe to tranfoit jou 
^ fuch numbers as were then publiihed, entreating your pe- 
** niial of them,, aod after that ]K>iflr candid apimon as to the 
* matter contained, dierein, and any Kjiits which you might 
*^ pieafe to think would add to its public utility, and coocrihite 
^to its improvement; ccHifidering ourfelves as acting upon 
^^ principles alone, joined tp an. ardent, defijne So £xwatd ^ai 
*^ promote the interefts of the great caufe of freedom, and that 
<* we .were doing what yoqr Society had expreftly recommeDded, 
^- we flattered ourfelves we might make this requefl,, and thai it 
^ would not hjiTe been thought unreaibnable s and as we oanvty^ 
^ ed our fehtiments in ^einis of the greateft refgoSk and dt^ferepcc 
<^ to the fuperiority of abilities which you have to hoaft^ being 
'^united in your honourable* bbdy, we-^ioug^ iiat the com* 
'*< mon civility which, on fuch occafions, actuates men, even 
^ Offering in opinions^ and ttt variance with each other, motii 
•« have inf^red us an anfwer; we have been^eceived, our efforts 
.^ to ferve the cauTe of pear* to your Society, it W€sdd ieem^-de- 
^ ferving hq pther notice tfaaii^ fitefice aadcootecopt; dns w^ 
^ are fometihing furpri^^od at, as in ^ caufe Jii^ tbhy a good 
^ intention only %ioe think deferves to be commended. We 
f^ are perfe&ly aware of, «id w j wee to f efle£l on the fplendid 
** talents which ornament your Society, and are convinced that 
** any thing w^ can write muft a{^)ear to fome amongft yoq 
^* very trifling and puny efforts j byt to do our beft is as mudi 
f* as is allotted to man, n&n ' onimQ poffumus ^ntneiy and we 
^ cannot forget, while we contemplate the magnificent fplendbur 
♦' of the fun, that, wfien* deprFved of his enlivenihg lightj we 
f find ourfelvf s highly indebted to the fma^ and ^ble g^inr-P 
>^ mering of a taper ; we avowed (hat our^ \eork iVa)5 intended 
H to imprcis its contentB on ;tl|e g«^ body of the people; we 
f pretended. not tp any pri^inality further than the wqrk itfelf, 
^ dedicated folcly to pufpdfes never before attempted; and as 
^•t6 fiiperior excellence, we liad-tk)^- the r M^ \^1lkf UliAi to 
1* anr; we ioobcd fcr-iio 5:<im|)limei^'-^'««til^ -^irtJhb*? jllr 

*' ** *dvice| 



^'^vice, and eertsiinly approlnitian) i/rfieve if migltc 1>e dMiw ' 
^ ed by you to be due^ would haV« hctst higbly gratifpiiig 
««' to lis. . ■ '• . t . 

•^ Df&ppointtd in iJT our rxpedsftions, it ma^ pefhapt appear 
^^ odd and cxirabrdifiary^ Aat ini (houU tronbk you again | 
^'^fediing as teen^ and we hope poflTdKed of tht ImiMe and* 
«' proper fp4rit of CenflmHen^ dtd^ we aA oa ^'impulfe of 
^"pan^Ulia aftd etkjuette only^ Welhoiild in all Jikdibood ixxi* 
^ iider ouf pentad tied up^ twt a» volunteers in the moft glo- 
^ fioiis eaitfe whffK can animue a»d aduate tfte tnindd of mm, 
^ we ftake off the feeUe fetteri of ceremonious ejtadnofft, juxl' 
^ ortte more preftnt ourlUves to your notice^ as laeatbus^ ftip*- 
^^ potters (rf* diofe rights of ma»» of which we nit^hAppyto fte 
*^ jour Society fo wordiily placed at die head 

*' WiAin a few days paft we have received a letter from the 
^ Secretary of a Society in^end^ to be eftd>riflied at Stockport, 
^ which we diink it neceflary to febmit to yoar infpedlion, and 

* have aceordmgiy fent it herewidi; your Society will find 

* thereby what- unjuftftable means arer adopted by the enemies 
^^ to reform^ and the friends andtools ofatbitrarypowerj ixyprt-* 
^ vent the increafe of theie S t ie t i c s^ and to crufh and anni- 
^. hilate our efforts in their bud $ we. thought; it prudent and 

neceilary to anfwer the letter immediately^ and to give them. 

fuch eucouragemcnC as our feeble talents will permit; that 
<* we alfo fubmit to your confideration in the copy of the letter 
*' to Mr, Andrews, which: acdompahies his to us ; we cannot 
^ help refle£lmg that iinleis the friends to refonn jland by and 

* fuccour each other, they Cannot hope for fuccefs; and we 

* ttorefere itid^ilge ourfelves with the hope^ Aast your ^ , 

* clety will thinla Ais Society at Stockport deferving their 
^ attention, and give them their fafwftion, advice andfepport 

•* Hzyiifg^ dbne this, we have fatisfied our- corffciences, aftd 

* haften to conclude, only requefting leave t^' add, that in ad- 
^ dreffing our laft letter to yfm Society, we proteft that we 
" had no idea we fltouM give offence 5 we are thoroughly con- 
^ vinced nothing but Ae moft perfeift ahdgenwdt unarrimrty** 
■^ ican ever entitle thcfriendS' of freedom to* ex^ft fercefe 
*^ "• a againft 



u 

u 



^ flgaittft th0 fbrmidsUe.'haft o£ enemies with >ii4iicb t}ie3P 
^ have to contend; under ^is ^nvidion we have caufed 
^ our feelings as men to give place to our duties as Ci^ 
^ tiTiint', on «very ftoturc occ»fion that may o^r, we (hall 
^ take care to give jour Soo^y ^e eariieft informs^ion of 
^ any matter arifing within our knovvlcdge, whicb we think 
^ fray be iiiipoitant a^d noosf&ry for th^ to be made ac^ 
^ quanted withy for the genei:al good ;; at the iame time afiiir- 
^ ing youy that from ourfelves> and oa our own ac^count^ you 
^ nec^ mt ht uvkler apprehenfion of any furtiier intrufion; wc 
<^ would indeed aik pardon for that we have already made^ only 
•* diat we conceive^ according to every fair criterion of judg«« 
^ qiept* we may jufily iay .the crinie has carried the punUbment 
^ along with it# 

. " Wc are, &c* 

« With great re(jped. Fellow-citizens, 
^ Yours moft fincerely as fuch, 
« THE EDITORS OF THE PATRIOT-" 
Addrefled, ^ D^Jdams^Efq. Secretary to the Society fir Cam^ 
^Jiitutional Information^ Tooke* s^ourt^ Chancery^lane^ London.** 

Mr. Mower. We will now read a letter diat was in^loTed in 
die letter which has been juft read. 
Mr* Maclean. I found this among Mr. Adams's papers. 

(It was read^) 
[Vide Hardy's Trials vol 3. page 102.] 



{Tbe following entries were read from the books of the Society f§r 

dnftitutional Information.'^ 
M At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
tt beld at die Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, No* 
« Tember 2, 179a, 

^ PRESENT^ . 

« Mn FjToft, in the chair. 
« Ux, Tooke, Mr. BofviUe, Mr. WaUh, Dr. Edwards^ Mt^ 
^ Bonney, M. I. Martin, Mr. Starch, Mr. JSharpe, Mr. 

tt Geddi% 



( 2S5 ) 
« Ocddis^.Cdionel Kt^ingy Mc«.Rac, Mr. Bakwell, Mr. 
^ Joyce, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Johnfon, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Hol- 
« crpft, Mr, Williaiws, Mr. Hfnd, Mr. Tuffin, Mr. M. 
« Bulh, Mr. G. WiUiams, Mr. Affinal, Mn FitaBgcralA . 

^ The Secreieary read the letter ^rom the Cditor of the P». 
« triot, at Sheffield." 

^ Refolved, That a Committee of Cf>rre^ohdeiKre be ^tp^ 
^ pointed to coniider of and prepare anfwers to all fuch letters 
•* as are, or may be fent to this Society/' 

«* Refolved,^ That Mr, Sturch,.Mr. Joyce, Mr. Adams, Mr* 
«* Froft, Mr. Bonney, and Mr. HoJcroft, ccHnpofe the faid Com* 
*< mittee." 

^ Ordetcij Tliat the two letters fent to this Society, Jroih* Ac 
^ Editor of die Patriot, at ^efield, be referred to the &id 
^ Committee.'* 






•* At a meeting of die Society for Conftitutional Information,' 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, gtb 
•* November, 1792, 

« PRESENT, 

" Lord SempiII in the chair. 

« Mr. Bofirille, Mr: Rae, Mr. Hull, Mr. Shai-pe, Mr. Jen- 
« nings, Mr. Sutton^ Mr. Froft, Mr- Tooke, Mr. Sturch, 
** Colonel Keating, Mr. Ho!croft> Mr. Barlow, Mr, Tuffin, 
Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Watts, Mr. Richt&r, 
Mr. Littlejdin, Captain Perry, Mr. John Martin, Mr. 
«* Banks, Mr. Williams, Mr. Geddes, Mr, Fitzgerald, Mr. 
^ Parkinfon, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Rickman, Mr. Buih| jun. 
" Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Moore. 

^ Read the report of die Committee of Correipondence. 

^. A letter was produced by them, and reai^, in anfwer to 
^ t]ie Editors of die Patriot, to which an~ amendment, was 
^ moved, and feconded, and die queftion being put thereon, 
^ was carried in die affirmative, and ordered diat die Secretaryt^ 
^ Send the fatd letter to die Editor of die Patriot, at Shefiel^ 
^ £gAed by him in the name of diis Society.'* 

/ . } Mr. 



C ^5* ) * 

Mr.MrtteoM. t found this papor mtiiepdUSM ct Mr^- 
Acbois. 

^. (<ai ^. IfUliati rf^i^^L) Do ^ou bcHeve anf port of 
Ais letfier fio be of Mr. Tookd's hand-'Wriciag ? 

^. The wor^ « atflu^ tbpfe effoith!' t bdievet^^ Tookt's 

iting* 

J&^ Tb^U^ ThoJr. w^r<b aie nitfift. , 

(It was read.^ 
\Ttde Hardfi Trial, vol. 3, page 107.J 



3£r. Bawer. Having before proved that the London CormT* 
ponding Society fent members to. be afibciated viiih the LondoA 
Confiitutidnal Society, who were accordingly admittfld» and of 
which members Mr. Hardy> the Secretary of the London Cor- 
re^kondiag; Society, wis one. I am no^v £ptDg- to read a letter 
fiom Steockport to Hardy, as Secretary of the Londw Contf-^ 
jponding Society* 

^. (ta Mr. Lauzun.) Whore did you find that paper ? 

J. I found it in TS/Ltf, Hardy's houfe^ 

(Letter from 8t9ckpo$'f, ^ned jP. IV. Fr^^ U Mr. Th^naf 
Hardy^ indarftd up$n fh4 hacky ** SUctport^ Friif^ rf 
Vfdverjal Peace and the Rights ef Man^ reeuved ^tb'tf 
Septembery 17927 anfwer^d tith of Oihber^ and finf a copy 
tf the addref%J^) r&ad^ 

Mr. Erjkine. Anfwered by Mr. Hardy? 
Mr: Bower. YeSi 

, [Vidi. Bard/i TriaJ^ ml. j, fa^ 215.2 



Mr. £^wer. Wef aite ti9W going to r^&d jc ktt^ irom 3Smi» 

(Letter 



the Friends of Univerfal Peace and tie Hi^^ts tf Jt/an 8h 
ciety^y itickporty iated Lindon^ Ouster itihi I792> fead)j 

[P^tde Hardy's Trinly vol. i, fage^^i'j.} 



(Letter from fJortUichj to ^ohids Hardy ^ fgnedt George Knapp^ 
' ffkkt' Sdinti'4nd Anthmy Caidet»duUi dated NroaAer lit by 



I ' 



fiPWf Hardy* s Trials vol. i^ page %%%} 



(Letter from M. Mar gar ot^ in anfw^r to the lajly dated No^ 
vember 2CttS^'^ i'/qt, prlfd^ce^t) » ' " 

i*fr;^£y)jJi^^; 'Thk Iks 1^^^ 

'Mr. Bower. It has« 

iMtKiO^ i^fhBLt I unf now ftyiyig) in the ihape of » ckijed- 
tion. This paper was read againft Mr^ HstrAfi bec^mik ic was 
found in his pafiefficm^^ mi k is si dntft df SBi anfww which .he^ 
Mr. Hardy, was fuppofed 10 }iftv<» meditated^ to fend td a ktter 
written to him, but upon what principle of. law, of evidence, or 
of Common fenfe^ it can be read upon tti^s occafion, I know 

V f 

not* 

-^ UtdCbief yt^icJr. ^/'i* .it Was fead ^ j^id^ni^ Hg^Aft Mr. 
Hardy, • ^ < ^•. . . ' . . /. ^^ 

Mr. Erjkhe. He is, not now befpre tbe .Court-*hc is ac- 
quitted. '• • . ^ • ' < . 

Lord Chief JufliceEyre.QixXSiiiAy he is notj but as a perfon 
concerned in thii tranfa^ioft, the guHt of which is imputed to 
|he prifoner at the Baf.-^— — — ' «' ' * 

Mr. Erjl(ii$fi Can ypur Lqrd&ip Ci^sM^ du« }& any guilt as 
iconne&ed with a perfon now acquitted? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre* His acquittal of his fliare makes 

no difference in the trania^ion; the Jury have thought it right 

*tdiflfy he was not guilty: this goes to the whole general plan of 

Vol. L S die 



tlie evidence i there are two diftinft parts, one to die general 
plan, the other to the particidar b&s. 

Mr. Erjkim^l perfe£i;ly under^d the Court: I am iatif- 
fied. 

[Letter figned M. Margarot read.) 
[Vide Hardfs Trials vol. I, page 224.] 

Mr^ Bevjer. This feems to fintfli the evidence, we ofier, o^ 
the year 1792 ; and your Lordfhips will underftand we are now 
going to read an entry from the book of die Society for Confti* 
tutional Information, on the l8th of January, 1793* 

(It wets read,) 

[Plde Hard/s Trials vol. 2, page 7$] 

(J rough draft of the above entry Jbewn to Mr. William 

fTcodfalL} 

Mr. PercivaL In whofe hand^writing are diefe words :^-^ A 
^ member of the National Convention of France being OQoii- 
« dered by us as~" ? 

jt. I believe diem to be Mr* Horne Tooke's« 

Mr. Tooke. That is my hand-writing. 

{The following entties were read from the books 9f the Society for 

Conflitutional Information.) 

^ At Ji mee^g of the Society held at the Crown and A^ndxir 
** Tavern, Friday, Jan. 2sdi, I793»" 

[Fide Hardfs Trials voL 2, page 75.} 



^ At a meetir^ of the Society held at the Crown and Anchor 
* Tavern, Strand, Friday, February ift, 1793.** 

[Vide HarefyU Trials vol. 7^ pag€ T%.} 
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^ofepb bihp^ (fwom) 
£ jbniihed by Mr. Laun 

Jl^ Did you receive thefe three papers as the Moruteurs of the 
fbiirth) fixth^ and feventh of January, 1793 r 

Jt. Ycsi V 

Mr. Er/kinr, They are dbe fame we hiA upon die laft trial) I 
fuppofe ? 

Mr. Btwir. They are. 

>/• Thefe. are ^e original paperi) which were imported 
from Paris, as I exprefled wheA I was here before* 

^. Shordy after the time when Aey refpeftively bear date ? 

>f. They Were received within five or fix days, I fuppofe, of 
die Paris date i they Were imported as I mentioned before* 

Jefiph Dihoffiy 
Crofs^examined by Mr^ T0oie. 

^ Thefe diree papers you fold i 

J. I cannot afcertaih uriiether they came out of tny (hop, or 
not ( but, at the fiune tim^ 1 can afcertain that they are the real 
Paris papers* 

J^. Have you any of th6 Moniteut of diis date ? 

A I have bad a great many. 

J^» Did you fell a great many I 

jL I have fold as many as I had regular fubfcribers for : I was 
.Mt in the liabit of felitng papers lojfely, but fuch Noblemen 
jand Gentlemen as fubfcribed regularly^ I had the honour of 
ferving them with regularity. I have fold fbme hundreds, in te<* 
gular connefkions, from the beginning of the Moniteur, down 
to the time when the communicatioji Was totally flopped. 

J^ How long have you been out of prifon? 

A. Me in prifon f 

^ I aflc you ? 

A. Never in my life. 

J^ Have not you been profecuted ? 
''^- A, Hever ifi my life. 
. ; S 2 ^ Nor 



J^ Nor threatened to bs profecuted ? 

A No. . -. ' ' ^"" ' *' . s. 

^ When were you firft ■ppKe4 to to come here upon this 
occaHon ? ' . . 

jf. Twas iuDpoe^aed to appear* here. 

^. Was not yoii^ Trightened ? ' 
•^ J, I . did not know what I fliould be fubpoenaed flk". ^ 
'^ But" yoii "thought you had cfaiie ftb -CtiiHe? 

J. My confcience is clear i I had nothing to repros^b ttiyifelf 
with. 
^ • 'J^' You' thought it I fife tfiihg to felt thefe papert f "; " 

A Yes wbite the. Port 6 Ace fold thenS and fei%fri of At 
flibps foM tj»e»n, as welt ^ me> having paid the t^plht dttty at 
die'Caftoni-hotife. ' ' ^**" 

^. And bfters did" die finie ? • ' - . 

A Yes. 

^ And you never wtre^ afraid of the conference at all ? 

J. I was never. - 1 Iboked upon it ^ Hyt was to fave me 
the fame as every body elfe: .... : ,* ' 

^ Thak the lav ygualdrptote^ jom i : 

^^.Kcyt.me.iiL paitictdbtr^ .if.ilf YKonU.pnBte& ok:,, ilt wonU 
proteA others -y therefore, the people of the Poft OAsfic fliouU 
be punifhed.* .• . :.- - 

Mr. Tooke. You are a very honeftriiHOV 

Mr. William WoodfalL I fc^ podoii for.'a moniQiiti a^.die 
mtnefs i^afahetgndf here^.I beg leave, as an amiati. durm^ to. 
6.y^lbat lie:Uvtd ferraierly with me^ and is, as Mr. TooUe kas 
laft deiiDminkteA Mm, a yer jr honeft man indoed. 

( Afr. Hujkijjafi delivered into Court Engfijh tranflations tf thf 

extra£is frpm the Moniteun produced.) 

- • % 

Mr. Ermine* This is Jiot reading aoj diing out 9f&s)fiKlk% 
of the Conftitutional Society. . . 

Lord Chief jfu/Iice Eyre. They are paffages in theft ^iper& 
which that Society recommended for peru&I. ^ i. ^ 

Mr. Attorney General. And they fefolVed that that.tefoliitioa 
ihould be publiihed in the newfpapers. : ^ ... ... 

(EngBJk 



if 3^i ) 

{Englijh tranfiatlons of fft^^i ff^ the J^eeches df Barren^ 



r- . }- 



.J 



" At a m'ee'ting of the Sodety Tor Cotijftitutional InfeJrmatioh, 



■J- i ""r 



4 » 



tt 



■ , .• • .«pRESE:T^r, ' • 

; • • ••■*.. • ' • i • • • 

« i^^min Tooke JJawooi jji tJie^Clw. 

« Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Ms^i^in, Miv 

« Wills, Mn Parkinfon, Mn Baily, Mr. Froft, Mfiv G. 
'•.- ^ iWtHi^ois;.-' ' • .^. ;'/• -. • .-: ' ; .-: ..•...: : *« 

*^ Mr, Gay, of Dufce^fefi^t, fit; James's, iwb pr4pofcdb)r 
^« Mr. Tookc, and^e«3ortded4>yMf.'^omiey.^ 
' ;3^. 7#^i4^ k Ibeie'^ dir4fti^ ntiftetd {harjkdr. Gi^? ' 

J/r. Sbelton, There is no Chriftian name. ".' . "* '» 

'« jtefdlv^, That iftir ttiaJ^irf^ thit Sodfiity te ^;vm to Joel 
^^ Barlow and John Froft, for their condu6b in the pre&ntation 
-^ ^'^4 «iilArefe4»f'^ii "SMlbcy to lehe ^1$ Convention of 

^ France; and th^at Mr. Froft' 'be aifiired 4liat our r^gntd fer 
^ him is not leflened but encreafed by the profecutions and per- 
^ fecutiQii® which his feithful and due difcharge of that commif- 
<« fi^Qip^y bring wpoi^ hio)," 

^ Ordered^ T^at this |:eiblu|tion be publilhed in thi^ ;i^wf- 

' » At *iusedo^ of ^S<nattffyr CapQjtmck^*} M«^M^9P» 
^ beU 8t (be Oflwa aiid jAochor Tawro, .SfiiwHljiJ^nds^ 2|id 

* March,. 1793, ' ''..'.■.* - f /.• ;. :. •., 

r S 3 . «* PRE. 



( i6t ) 

« PRESENT, > 

^ Mr. Symondsy in die chair. 

^ Mr. Froftt Mr. H«iSi Count Zenobioi Mr. Tooke, Mr« 
^ Wills, Lord Scmpill, Mr. Booney, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Satcbell, 
¥ Mr. John Mirfin, Miu Anfell, Mr. Hoicmft, Mr, Bal- 
^ numno^ Capt. T. Harwood, Mr. Pjaitinf9n» Mr. L Wil« 
¥ liamt, Dr. Kentifli) Mr^ M^gacot, M^* Hardy. 

^ Read fi letter from die London Correfpondiqg Society, con^ 
H taining their refoludons, excluding Mr. Grant and Mr. Litr 
^ tlejohn from diat Society ; and, cotffequently, that they canr 
^ not any longer fit in die Society for Conftitutional Informa* 
^ tion, as iaflbciated members from th^ London Cprreiponding 
« Society.**' 

^ Reiblved^ That the London Correfponding Society be re- 
^ ^Red to ekd two members, ifrfio have dieir confidence, to 
^ fiipply the places of the aflTociated members yz^sjnt by their icr 
«« fdtttion.'* 

^ Refolved, That Mr, Margsiiot be requefted to 'be one of 
•f< the Stewards of die anniverfary dinncx^'^ 

^ Mr. MargaHot, being, prefoM^ accepted die office^'** 

^ Mr. Hardy expts&d his rcadinefs to«^cept <^ tfa^ o4i(% (pf 
f« Steward.- 

■ << Read a letter ibm die United PpUdcal Societies of Nor- 
« wich." 

^ Refolved, That die confideradon of *e (aid fctfcy \^ poft- 
** poned till the next meeting." 



Mr. MacUan. I found this paper in the poffeflxon of Mr, 
Adams, 

Mr. Attorney Gemral This is a letter dated^the 5th of March, 
1793, which is mentioned in die proceedings pf die ^Ccmftitu- 
tional SocietjFj'^on the aad of Maich— nit istalcilteir i^om Ae (Jni- 
ted Political Societies at Norwich,, to d» Conftkutiorjal Society 
Uk London, upon the proje£tof a Convention. 

4 {Tbt 



( ?6J } 

{Thefolkwing Entries were reiki from the hwkefthe ^mity fir 

Confiitutional Informq^tm :) 
^ At a Meeting of the ISociety, at the Crown afiA AndK^ 
* Tayem, $tirancl, Fridajr> March 29^ ^793-** " ^ ' 

' [^ife /foriz/x rm/, val !• >«/* 88.) 

<^ At a Meeting of ^ Sbciecy, at the Ciown and Anchor 
^ T*vwi| Strand^ Friday, ApHl 5, 179J.^* 

lFiikH4iriifrrrMjWol.2^fateS9.} 

^ At aJbioetipg of the Society at jAe Crown and Anchor Ta* 

i« ratn, Ffida}!f Afinl ia» . 1793/' 

• •» . 

lf^deIianfyYTriat^'V$l.2yp^e^,} 



Afri Atterney Gi^iral Refer Wck to die i9tfa of Mirchf 

when it was deferred— was Mr, Took^ prtietit thenj - 
Mr^ Sbett$n* He was not, - 

Mrf Erjkine. You mean hi^ luime is not in the boo]c« ' 
Mr. Amrmj Oeniraf. I afways intan, prefent^ asappes^ Wy 

(die boojc-— was he prefent upon the a^d, when it appears by the 

1}Ook to 1^ defbrred'f ' f 

M'.Sbeltcn* Yes, he was. . • > 

^ir. Attorney OenkraL Wewttt iH&wmdctheJetteryofHthejSth 

9f Msurd, fhnn die United PoHtical Societies, 

[It was read:) 
[Vide U^rdp Tria\ vol 2, page 86.] 



fhpmas Wagjtaffe (fworn) 

" ■ Examined by Mr. Attorney General. 

§^ Look at that paper [Jhewing it to the witnefs.) Did you 
ever find that paper in any place i 
/A Yc^ ^ Jpiac Saint% at Norwich^ 

' 54 , : Mr. 



( »«♦ ) 

\ Mr^J^rM^y Om^r^^ I will noT^c^l Maclpa% to.jpwi^ ^\ 
he found, in the ppjfl^OA ftf Mr,, A^J^H^s, .4 draft of a' letter, 
nWd) irqur ;l^9f4(^J wiil aftcnwdf firjd k co|)i^ iiijfo thisjcff cr 
/ound at Saint's, at tJfMTvi<j}^ iy ')i^^sj^^din^^ . . . v /. . ^ i> 
Afr. Maclfa9p { fou/id this^pafifr.in t^c |i9|r^lfcdn cl* Mr, 
Adams, '' •^' ' •* ''^ '' 

Mr, Danid jtiam (c alled again,) 
' 'Lir; AtdrHiy<S^0HBrd,tjo^fSin^ p.^ UnllidMirfaBdUvmt- 
{ng, and was it fent to Norwich,^^ o^nlb^iMMI^ ofttv iepdmiQ^ 

0f the I2th rf ApnJ^: t79S^ "^ii^tft^m:^ J#*C book ? 

J. It is my hand-writing, and i( was fent to Mr, Saint, at 
Norwich, "^^^^ 

r^ 4^; W« it ftnt it o»nfe|Mei»Cf^ «^ aA^^c^ai^JJoapC % f»t^ of 
April, I793^« a»Mvf4 TJw.^ fi(W~a!^ff l|f ,^9^*7 tbj 
W Secretary to the Secretary of the f^^ §p^j^j^s/' ^ 

( 'j^ ThaMs Aclrt|efifc«iw^^ 

^r. JtUrney General It is a precife cojjr^ W|d|i ^^ f^gpifiV% 
of Mr- Adams, of that draught whicj*j^.^>ej;5^<i.,^Y^ ^y^ 
♦^^'5 l>t<)cited now- ta m4 ♦Nlfis»r.,9f tiis.,|;f^> ^rf Miy, J||^3, 

from Margarot axxl Ifai:^,] »%Pv^qFftj!iffi|^'j?4^^ "1^?!*^ 
of_the Conftitutional SoQi^^^totJbp Secretary of Ac Society of 
the Friends ^f *he P^plc, at i^dinburfeh, 

^r, Lauzun. This is one of the letters l%imd li R(Ir, Hardy*^ 

noule* -xNw.^ jr^,M^ . ^ . 

• . ■ • < 

i ^ Mi'i^tUrfuy iQ^ner/xl This is a letter frpiajSkirying, in an- 
fwer to that letter, the draft of which yoticTtordilnps hjit^'ib^ 
read. Did youfmdth,s.|K^p$f^^^^wbrc_f^ .^'.J ^ ^.^. . 



*•' ' ' (liwatread,) 



•^P^FT"^*"*^*^ 



[The f9llowyig Entry was. read fro^ thf bogi of the Society for 

dohjittutional Information,') 

^ At a Meeting of llit B c titLj i fer -Conftitutional Infor- 
^* jpatioiu held at the Crown aijd Anchqr Tjiy.ern. Strand, 

* Friday, June 2?, 1793, 

. . ., . « PRESENT,. 

** Mr. Sharpe jn the chair, 

^ Mr. WaHccr (Mancheftpr), Mr. Bopiiey, Mr, Martin, Rcr. 

« Mr, Jpyce, Mr. Parkinfon,'Mr, Chatfield, Mr. I. WiJ- 

«^ liams, Mr."Baffll», Mr. Wardfe,' Mr. Yorke^ Mr. Watts, 

,<* Mr^ Canipbell, }Ax. G.'Willlams, Mr. Margarot;> Mr. L 

* *«'H. Took^, Dr.'Reiheai Mri Holcrdt, 

^ Refi^ved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an 



prepare thc^li^^rrfs/.*: v 



« nr^r\9r#» th» lOA^. A^^lrAieT^'.- ' . ' , .^ , • 



• . • V 



yf VJv ■•■ r, ' i I.j ^ • - ...rr i . •. r/. '• 7": , 



Societies of Norwich, to theConfti^utSb^.Sc^stey m HaoHtdoit, 
yvith their aiffwiT i«Jlfti.^1j0^C]^epii^ i^r vtivAddrefs to the 
King, I am now going to read a letter from the Political So- 
ciety at l^Jorwich, to flie SecWftBiy ^the London Correfponding 
j^odeQi^ iielati^^^o tb« iimt o)»jed^, me^pin^ to read t|ie answer 
prefently. < . • ' , . » 

r: ^:(*fi^^.f'<''V9^ Whsrp did you fi|id thcfcj)aper^ ?. 
/ ill loAlrf. Hardy ■« hpufe, 

(Lt^tt^rfro^ the. Political Societies at Norwich^ to fhi Secretafj 
ofjhe X^ondon Correjpdimng Soctetf, ' enJorfidy" received the 

'f^irruni, ij^3>'ye^d-) '■'■■"-, 

- • — r ' V^^yj, ^tfrt^i rrfeiili" w/. i.»i7F/24». ' 



s 



( 266 ) 

Mn Attorney General I will now read die draft of an 
fweir to the laft letter from Margaret and Hardy, dated the 25tfc 
of July, 1793, - 

(It was read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vol I. paf^i 450,] 



Mr. Maclean. I found this paper in ihe pofleffion of Mr« 
Adams^ 

Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter froni Calender, at Edin* 
bw|;h, H^rdy, dated Oftober 5, 1795. 

{It was read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vof, x. pag^ a6j.] ' 



p«»f~"*"ii««ir 



{The following entries werf readfrwi the hois of the Society fir 
Conjlitutional Information.) 



^^ At a ipeeting of |he Society for Gomftituttonal 
^ at the Crown;md Andbor TaY^m, Odober 25^ i793t 
[Vide Hardy's Trials vol %. page 9S-] 



^ At an extraordinary general meetii^ of the Society ftir 
<< Cohftitutional Infbiinuioi^ at diet^nhman^ Aadig^Tav€ni| 
>* Oaober aSth, 'i79>'». . 

[Vide Har^s Trials vol %. page^Jt} 



Mr. Attorney General {to Mr. William Scott.) Where di4 
you find thefe. papers ? {/hewing them to the witnefs.\ 

A. Among papers tlikeri out of die cuftody of SUnring, at 
Edinburgh, they are entided. Scroll of Minutes of die Bridfli 
Convention. > • 

Mr. Tooke. If I am wrong yoiirXordfliip will ftpp ^le in a 
minute \ but if by that minute I have a chance, pf fiiving voy ai» 
hour you will not blam^ me for having made the atteinj^.«-^T1ie 
p'ttfecutors have proved by their own wjitnefs, that thoii^ my 

name 



( 2$7- y 

name aj^ears in t)ie bodk on the 25th of OA6bQf, wVi?^ the 
Qiotioa was made for an extraordinary meeting on the 2;8th^ 
that I was certainly not pr^fent, there being a ftrong circuqi^ 
ftance which enabled the witnefs to remember my abfence <m 
that day. On the 28th of Odober, he likewife proves that £ 
was not prefent, and on that day my name does not, though it 
might, have appeared in the book, notwithftanding my being 
abient — ^but will it then be fit or proj^er that upon my trial, hav- 
ing nrft of all proved by their own witnefs, that I not only was 
abfent when this motion was made, and all that followed in ooa- 
fequence of it, but diat I was Kkewife exceedingly avcrfe from 
it, very angry at it, and fuiFered much abu(e in confequence of 
that difference of opinion— will it be fit (perhaps it may be con- 
fonant with; the reft of the proceeding) that thofe very anions 
and meafures, which moft of all I di(approved, fliould be read 
to the Jury, who may, perhaps, forget that circumftance while 
they are reading it, or recolleft fome unpleafant circumftances 
while it may be read. — ^Will it be fit that the meafcires which I 
appear moft particularly and diftinguifhingly to difapprove, 
Ihould be read to the Jury in order to criminate me ? 

Mr. JLaw. The approbation of Mr. Tooke to the meafure ojf 
this convention, is contained in a minute of the 17 th of January, 
1 794, when he was in the chair« 

: • Lord Chief JuJHei £yre. The whele plah of the Trial re- . 
quires that we fliouid admit this as evidence of a part of the 
general tranla^c^*<-»;at the, fame time it certainly will not be 
forgotten, that as to the particular circumftance of fending De- 
legates ; in the firft place, you were abfent when the Delegates 

^were appointed— *in the next place, as far as your opinion could 
be colleded, you were againft fending thofe Delegates, but 

:/iot;pi4y .will it be %o be read, becaufe it makes a part of the 

/funeral Uan&£tion charged as a confpiracy, but it may alifb be 
read upon the ground laft opened — ^namely, that the proceedings 

,of that Cj^nvention were afterwards approved of in the* Con- 

t ftitutional Society, and that part of the minutes may be perion- 

. ally broughthome to you. 



(2(A) 

Xfir. Tcok^^ \ Wg t)ardon then — as fkr a^ I afti ctincemed^ iinB 
jrtadcng this, and endeavouring to apply thi» to me, is cbctremely 
ttfefu) to me; my .defence for objeding is, I did it to fave the 
latsst of the Court. 

L^d Chiif yuftice Eyre, You will do right to make every ufe 
diat you caA poiBbly make of it* 

\E»tra^s frtrnt the prcceidingt of the Omverrtion at Edinburg)^ 

read,) 

** Convention Hall, November 23d, 1 793* 

« Fifth Day's Sitting*'* 

l^Fide Hardfs Trial^ vol i. page 310.3 



^ Convention Hall, November 28th, 1793* 

« Ninth Day's Sitting." 

[Vide Hardy^s Trials vol. r. page 3I9.] 



•* Convention Hall, firft year of the Britifli Convention, 
29th of November, 1793. 

« Tenth Day's Sitting/' 

iFkU Hardy* i Trials vol I* page 322.] 



" Convention Hall, November 30th, 1793* 

« Eleventh Day's Sitting." 

[Fide Hardy s Trials vol. I. page $24."] 



MMMHikBMM 



« Convention Hall, Monday, December 2d, tJ()P 
«♦ Firft year of the Britifh Convention* 

' « Tvirelfth Day's Sitting." 
[f^de Hardy's Trial^ vol I. f0ge 326-] 



^ ££nburgli» 



i: . } • ■ 



f 469 ) 

^^'Bdiobnrgli^ December 41(1^ *I7~93«' . 

« FWtettrth Siking df tiie Hritifh Conv^ibn?* 

[/^^# .Har4yX Trialy ys!. u page 3 jz. J 



w^r. Erjkint. Now, do indulge us with reading that wlMdi 
we had before about the £aur pouad raifed, and the two bad 
(hillings— (h^ nations^ bank— rand aUb the sianner in which. the 
Convention was difperfed. 

Mr i Solicitor General, The proceedings of the Cpnyentioa 
do nojt contain any thing about the diiperfion of the Conven- 
tion, * ' ' ' j 

Mr. Erjkine. It was read Jaft timCi. 

Mr. Solicitor General. What you allude to was a letter from 
Mr. Mar£arot>--»>Tbe money ^yas- jcolk&edy I ^belitvi^ in the 
fourth dfiy's £tting;. . ; : 

' {h-tvti$ retrd:) — 



■^ Edinborghs lift iM^vember, .179$ 
[FidtHardfs Trial^ ^ol i; >^*r 365.] 






I • 



( iJc following (Hirie» were read from tbt book of thi Society for 
Confiitutional Information.) » ... 

'<« At a meeting of tht Society for Conflltuticmal M^mt^rtSofi^ 
^ hdd at the Cmwn and Anchor Tavern; Sttaiitf, Pridky, 
•* Januirjr toth, 1794. '' ' - ^ ' ^. 

«< PRESENT, 

; . .\. ■: : ".%^ BanIw,jnthedBijr/ . '., 

« Mr^ Honie.iTo^9» Mr.. Ik F«»rfom ,Mr. WiBiim% M^ 

^Baam^, M^r Filfegergld^.Mr. Sindair^Mr* WiUfSj^Mfi. 

« Hull, Count Zenobio, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Hotiarofi, 

.<5 Mr, Campbell, (N^ing^r) Us. Wardfe^ Mr»:Q»l!&eld, 

^ Mr. Wd(i^n) Mr. HarrUbHsL Ut, Parkaofoi^ Mr.:RiHtv 

« Refolvcd, 



( ^10 ) 

* kefelved^ Tliat the important letter reoeiredfrom Mr. 6in^ 
** claiff the Delegate from this Society to die Conventi<Mi at 
^ Edinburgh, and the fubfequent proceedings of that Conven-^ 
<* tion, be taken into confideration on Friday next^ and Aat a 
** genera! meeting of the Society be caUed for that pmpofe/* 

** Refolved, That the foregoing reiblution be publiihed in die 
• news-papers.** 



kMi. 



* ** At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informatioi^ 
« at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Stirand, Friday, January 
•* 17th, 1794.'* 

[f^ide Harefy^s Trials vol. 2. page lOi. j 






- H/^. To&tei I beg tliat the atcount of the laft meeting may 
be read over again, becaufe it appears fo diiFerendy . from the 
printed report— Khe only intelligence diat I could poffibly have 
till this moment — ^I beg that thofe refolutions may be read- 
when I propofed a queftion to my Lord Chief juftice, whether 
die proceedings of the Britifk Convention fhould be read-^t 
was dated that an approbation would be found afterwards in 
the Society's books of thofe proceedings. I do not mean to 
impute it to the genri'eman whoeve^r did fo flate, for he might 
miftake, and as I cannot recoUeft every diing in the Sooks, it 
is not to be fuppofed that this gendeman, who was not in the 
Society, ihould— It was flated by the Counfel for the Grown^ 
dt the time I propofed the queftion, whedier it would be fit t» 
read the proceedings of the Britiih Convention, fince their own 
witncfles have proved diat I had nothing to do vidth it, but 
oppofcd it — ^it was ftated as a reafon for reading diem, diat it 
"Vt^ld afterwards appoar from die books, diat I, logedier widi 
•odiec members, had approved of die piioceedings of the Con- 
ivandon. 

< Now thcfe laft re(o!urions prove moft dearly, ftom ihe very 

pari of the proceedings of the Society, which vrasilatieidasi the 

>^ reafon 



( a7» ) 

reafon for reading the proceedings of the Britlfii Convendon, 
that inftead of an approbation being given by me (unlefs I 
have mis-heard it) it appeared that as foon as thofe refolutions 
came to be propofed, Mr, Home Tooke, who was in the 
chair, till then, quitted the chair in the midft of reading the 
refolutions, and that Mr, Gerald took the chair, and then came 
the approbation of thofe proceedings which very well might 
come, becaufe he was a party in thofe proceedings. 

So for from proving an approbation of the proceedings, they 
prove that that which was ftated as a caufe for reading them^ 
ihould not have been fo ftated. I beg that I may not be fup* 
pofed to mean to caft any imputation upon the gentleman, 
who made the miftake, I mean no fuch thing, leaft of all to the 
gentleman whom I now underftand to have ftated it, for I 
have the utmoft refped for him, and I have it for all the gen- 
tlemen* I beg thofe refolutions may be read over again, and 
then the Court and Jury will fee that juft before the approbation 
of thoie proceedings came, I quitted the chair, and another par-« 
fon took it, ^ 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It is fit that the obfervation Ihould 
be made, and that the paper be read again to fee whether it, js 
iounded, 

Mr. Attorney QenerffU Your Lordftiip will do me the juftite 
to fey I was not the perfon who made the obfervation — ^and I 
wifh to add, that if I had been the perfon who made k, I 
certainly fliould have made the obfervation upon a great many 
more proceedings than this. 

' Mr. Law. There is no notice taken of who was in the c*hair, 
but that Mr. Tooke was in the chair at the beginning of the 
meeting, and there is this refolutiqn — " Refolved that we ap- 
^^ prove of the condu£l of the Britifh Convention," Upon 
the face of that proceeding there is nothing to induce one to 
believe there had been a change in the chair. 

Lord Chief yujike Byre. Read that again.. 

Mr. Solicitor General. Read the refolution§ of the loA and 

the 17th. 

t Mr. 



( 27* ) 

Mr, T&oh. I call for thofe refolutions only of the lytli, which 
pbitij (heW) if books can (hew amy diing, that immediately 
before tiie refirfutions were moved a]>proving of the proceed- 
tags of the Brittfli Convention, I inftantly quitted the chair^ 
to the middle of the firing of refolutions, and another perfon 
lookiYi^ place. 

L^d Chief yuftUi Eyre, I wiih that to be read diat I may 
fake a note of ic 

Mr. AtUrney General. I am very defirous that it may be 
read. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I want to know where it is that 
the circitmftance of Mr^ Tooke'e leaving the chair firft appears 
•—Is it immediately afjter*-**^ Helplved that thofe m^o imitate his 
• eKampJe deferve his fate/' ? ' 

Mr, Shebou. It is. 

Mr, Attorney General^ At the meeting on the |^, at which 
Mr. Tooke was prelbnty as appears by the book, it was re^ 
iolyed-^^ Thaf (he yrcv^iXaxiX. )etters r^ei}re4 from Sinclair, 
** the Delegare froi^ this Society to the Convention at £din« 
^ burgh, and the (khfequent proceedings ^^f that Conveniiony 
^ be takoa into confideration on Friday next, and shat a ger 
*' neral meeting of the Society be called for tha^ purpofe/'^-^ 
^ Rriblved that this be publiAied in die newfpapers.'^ Then 
iheoe isthe «ieeticig of <he lyth^ to iiyhich \ i»eg your Lordflup's 
attention. 

Mer^ T9$tem I dp«iot memi to be captious i but I beg tp know 
whether my requeft ought hot fairly and resdbnably to <be com** 
plied wiih, and then the Attorney Goneiial to rcricead) if he duak^ 
proper, any other xefolittions. 

Lard Chief Juftice Eyre. I^diink ihat you >are 'ftridUy enttded 
te> bswe that part ^ the paper read which yen requeft (hould be 
read, and iS any thiog: is thought necefl'ary to behead by way x»f exr 
plaining it, that the proper time for ks being -read is afterwajsde. 

Mr. Tooke. J wi(h tp have the oiinuse r^ ^oqa the begin-^ 
AiAg t» that place. 

(A 



'( 473 ) 

' (It was read again,) 

llfr. Maclean., 1 found this paper in the pofTeifion of Mr* 
A()ams. 

Mr. Solicitpr General The laft article on that . day is— 
** Read a letter from Har4y, Secretary tp the London, Corre- 
** fponding Society." This is the letter from Hardy* 

(It was read.) 

* • 

^\Vt&i tiardfs Trials vol i. page ^i'^.] 



I « 



{Thefilliwing entry was read from the books of the Society for 
' Conflitutional Information.) 

^^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Inforoiationy 
** at the Crojwn and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Frid^, Ja- 
^ nuary 24th, 1794." ^ 

« • 4 r 

, [Pfde Hardy* s Trials vol %. pag$ W^l 






\ 'Mr. AjUckan. I found this paper in the poiTeffion of Mn 
Adams. - . - 

Mn fVilUan^ JFoodfall I believe this to be the hand^writing 
of Mr. Home Tooke. * 

• AA^.Tooie. This tras ^proved before, it Is an i^onibal pro-^ 
phecy written by me, unfortunately and too iRsttally fulfilled. 

' Mr'i Jttifney General' I son going to read a ref<rftttion that 
MS entered i» the Conftitiitioa4' Society's book on tHe '24thKQf 
January, !J794^ ih the h^-^^^ing Of Mr« Tooke. 

* Mf* Srjkime. Thattis the fame thing* yoit have beeh reading } 
yon hmt tead it in printi' and noRv you are going thread tiMi 
numuicript 

Mr. Attorney General No, I read it from the Society^sbdofcj 
iny Ldrdikras kind>abtigh to iidl me thts'momii^^ that when I 
prodtioed a rqugb * dialc in the hand-*wrimig of die prUbneri it 
was my duty to read it; fello^iiig* liiat advi^ I ain going t9 
Mul it; ' • r ; ' • ' - ■ 

(The rough draft was read.) 

Viuut T M-. 



Mr, Attorney General Vo\|r Lorjibip will recoiled I have 
t>rpved that Mr« Martin was propoi^ by Mo Topke » I have 
^o proved that Mr^ Hardy was an alTociated member cf the 
Confttti|tk)nal Society: I aiQ Qow.gping Co prore .that the Ad- 
drcft of the London Correfponding Society, of the zo^ of 
January, 1794, .is that which is ftate4 tP 6e ** The moft excel- 
^' lent Addrefs of the London Correfponding Society,'^-'<*<md is 
the Addrefs alluded to iii |he r^oJi^^iofis of the 24th of January, 
1794, in Mf. Tooke's han^-writing, wh^r^ he fktt^ ^ that Ae 
^ Correfponding Society had deferved well of their Country." 

Mr. Twhf What the Attorney General ffeftej tP be pnmd| 
I am fure he think» is prov^, but jt is poi&ble that he may en^ 
and I think he does now, or elfe I do greatly ; I piuft beg 0iat 
the beginning of that laft entry may be read over z&ioy to fee 
whether ^ The moft excellent Addrefs of the London Coii:ef« 
^ ponding Society'^ refers to any and what date* 

Mr Attoruej ^emraL It refers to no date. I am going to 
call a witnefs to prove that th$ London Correfponding Society 
(Mr. Martin being in the chair, and Mr. Hardy, fecretary) 
ptiUrhed an Addrefii iqi^n tl^e 20th of Januarys 1794; and I 
mean to j)rove by evidence that the Addrefs vtdiidi is (poken oif 
jpi the fifbhitloiis 9t the 14^ ^ January, 1794, is die Addbcfe 
of the 20th of Jatiuary, 1794^ 

M^* VWA#< Do I sn^nftandit rigiit-M'^t you fbftt diat you 
mean tb pnwe that f 

* Jik jh^kruey QenevaU I ihitt pnfw it by thai «videiice^ 
Iriifck 1 ihall kam to the Jury upoo Ae fii£b I wiflii nottobt 
' mtfunderflood<«J defu9 to fiiy, audi hope I db Mt do WMMig 
ivjiim i tcH 700, onoe f^Mr that wfatn I ftatitfiafr Fliave 
yvovitd any 4img^ I mem to lay no man ^hm that: i kmm «(ft 
fered evhknce^ the effeft of whkh is fer the con fii < irt a n ^<f 
tfte Jurj^ .■-'•/ •.-..-.../ 

JMK T$9ke^ I ho^ I have not Uifted if idSMateidtotbuBpil 
tJlG^ wb«i I diink yoii h«v« ads-sftiusd wy^drfn^^itt^Mt It m 
Ae^piitlk of orrixs and mtfiiog Mfe. 

Mr. Attorney General* I am always obliged to you whw^PM 

r ■ Aw* 



I m } 

yams Da^iifony (fwom.) 
£xamified by Mn Attorney Qemral 

)^ You are a printti^ I bdiev^ I 
, A. I aixif 

J^ Do yOtt know Mn Harcfy or Mr. Martin ^ 

A. I know Mr, Hardy^ 

J^ Were you employed by Mr. Hardy to print any Aing 
before or after the aoth of January laft \ 

A I was, before the 20tfa of January. 

J^. Look at this paper (the Adireft of the V9th ef Jemuetry^ 
^794) ; did you print this pampMet i 
-^ Yesi I believe I did. 

^ Who employed you to print it ? 

A. Mr. l^hdwalL 

J^ Who paid you for iti 
'A. I am not yet* paid for !tk 

Mn Attorney General I will now prove ^t this Addrefe of 
the aoth of January, 1794, was found in die pofleffiofi of the 
Stcrttary of tb« Gonftttutionfll Soefety. 

J^ (to Mn Maclean.) Did you find this any wher^ ? 

A Yes, I found it m the pofiefton of Mr. Adams. 

' {tt was reaJk) 

(f^Je Hardy's Trial^ tfoh i, pagi 3S1-] 



' Ma Atterney General* I am npw ^pin^ to ptove a letter of 
the ^4^1 of January, 1794, from Thomas Hardy, Stgrttary t^ 
Ike London Correfponding Society, direAed to Citizen A^^xhss 
which letter accompanied fome copies of the publication which 
bas juft been read. . 
Jk^, Atadean^ I £^und Aki letter at Mr. Adaaa't/ 

(U mm road.) 

> V* TP 2 , ^ CXTIXEK 







^ CITIZEN ADAMS» » \ • V 

" I am ordered by the Xondon ,^r£pfpQndi«g Society to 
" tranfmit to the Society for Conftitutional Information a few 
" copies of their late publications. «^ ■<-'':•- *' 






« /"niajr, « THOMAS HARDY, SecVetaty. 

« 7*«. 14**; 1794.'- "•^- •■"•■ ■■■';, ,. '•'••,•; 

Addreflod « {Mtizinjldami:* . 






**il/r, Attorney XSeneraL Ipj-ppofe now .to r^d.^j^ Ipt^cr frpnoy 
Mr. John Martin, the perfon who'figns tho(e j^ej^clutions aJs 
chairman^ giving an account of the proce^iigs, -f 



.0 



Mr. William Walker^ (f^cprh.) 

»'. ^. •• • 

Mr. Attorney General. Did you-jeyer fee Mr. Joho .MJtttin 
write?. , • . .,.-.. I . •. • ;: .'. 

•A.,\ have.- < .* , ■ . ;,. ... • v • .» !•;• . 't 

^ Be fo good as look at th^ le^r«-rls ' that hi$i. bandit 
writing?... . ; ; ^ ... .. - . : . . 

A. I believe it to be his hand- writing. ... ... \ ... 

(// was read.) , 

[Fide Hard/s Trial^ vol i, page^ 399:1 






iWr. Attorney General, I (halj next read a letter, of the itth 
of January; 1794, from Thpmas Hardy, fpMnd in th^^ufs 
tody of Mr. Saint,, at Norwich, relative to the intended pro^. 
ceedihgs of the 26th of January, 1794. ... , c 



• » * A ' * I 



^^•\ 



Mr. James Waljht (fworn.) 

'Examined by Mr. Attorney General 

^ Look at that paper,* and tettniy. Lord and the Jury whe- 
ther you found it, and where ? 

A X 









which was likewife found in the pQfle^on pf Mr. Saiojt, dated 
the :n8th of January, 1794, written by Thomas Hardy.— This 
letter was forgotten to be read on tSelaft trial. 

Mr. Waljh. I fQUi^d thist letter ^tjJ^r.-.SSint's at Norwich. 

. . -r . lIUwqsffaoLy v >T T<' T. - ■ ' • 

*,FEti,ow ciTiz^EN^, *' London^^ 2%th Jan/^'jQ^. 

. ' . . •' • 

*' On Friday Uft we aafwerod your letter, and .acknowle(^;ed 
^ at the fame time the receipt of your declaration and refoWti- 

* pns, which we highly approve, and many of which we Jjjive 
^^ diflemin^ted ; we fend you alfo fome addrefles refolved upon 
" at our general meeting, and which we hope you. will alfo ap- 
" provQ,.and anfwer without delay: the times are full of danger^ 
" we muft be firm, aflive, and unanimous, or all is IqH— r-no 
" timidity, no dilatory weaknef^, or we are undone, 

, " Yours, for the Society, , . ^, 

« THOMAS HARDY, Secr«tvy. 

" P. S. I have j uft heard z report that there are Meuengers 
^ ferit down to Edinburgh to bring Margarot and Skirving up to 
^ London : excufe~hafte. When you write again, pleafe to fenct 

* to mei under cover ^ to the fame perfon." 

Addrefled* « Mr., TVtlli^m Laws^ Saint Marfsy Norwich'* 



Mr. Att^ney General It is in order now that I ihould oiFer 
to your Lordfhip a witnefe to prove the hand-writing t)f ther 
leuer of Mr. Thelwall, who was an aflbciated member of the 
Conftitutional Society— I mention it now merely that I may 

T 3 have 



MOtlier letter of Ae (ame perfen, yM^ for the ftMt t«aAo» I 
heg your Loriflup*s inrhtlymr ^ eihr w-moriqy mgrmng. 

^ At a mectiiig ti the Society ibr Cooftittttiooal Tn fe rm a t ie n^ 
« IvHd at dm ttomn mi huritAx Twtt^ %rmi% te FrMqst 
^9tt fitful f ebnia^t 17^ 

• PHESBNTt 

« Dr, t^Mtiih in tiiedy^^ 

^ Mr, t H. Tooke, Mr^ hotMjx Mr^ Bryant, Mr. Artfaiar 
^ Bhkc^ Mr, Wais^ Mr. Sharpe, Mr.. W^don, Mr. 6, 
^ Willi^m^ Mr. Green, Mr. J. Pearfon, Mr. John Martu^ 
^ Mr, Hipmpfan, M, f. Mn War4fe, Mr. I. WiiUams^ 
^ l^ev, Mr. Harris, Mr. Parlinftin, 

^ It was moved d^^t n circular letter he fent tac^ meatber 
^ of diis Society iR^th a ftatemen^ of the cafe of Mr^ Sindait^ 
<^ Delegate of this Society to the Convention «t Edinburgh^ 
^ and requefting their afTiftance to the (^nd already fiibfcrtbed 
^ for him, Palled unanimoufly/* 

jifr, Att^nef Q^neral^ Vovr (»ord0Mp ob^rves that die entry 
;^ it is now read i»-^ It ^^fr^ ttidved that a circular letler b^ 
9 iliMf|l^earii«iiiiib«r widi « tatement of Sincbir^ cafe:" I 
(hall now caU Mr^ Madman, to prove die orisiniat munttes. by 
nt^fafch itanpears that that motion w^ made by Mr. Tooke^ an4 
^en I lliall rive in evidence a letter of Mr^ Tooke's writing* 

^ {U M^> M^cltmt,) Pid yoH fi(id d^is paper an)t where.) 

mf. I found it at Mr, Adams's. 

Aft-. TWIa The fett is cett^Jjr ft^J m«r^d iti aci4 ww>te 

die letter. 

Mr. Attorney Gcner^ly {U Mr. William Wo^dfall) Look a 
die %niMr« l» this letter, at die wridi^ a^ dn had: <tf it, and 
two or tlii«e hiteritneations in di^ m^^MIe of it. 

^ The iiklEerKneati^K) die Sgnahuir, and d^e iifiorlbment, 
itftr, I befithfo^ t» Mr. Te^ke^ls hifj|i*initin|^. 

4' ^r^ 



< »74 ) 

Mr. Atanuf General* This paper, found at Mr* .Adaaifi^^ 
is a xough draught of thcf refoluiidlis <fopicd into tfaebogki iNit 
with thefe variajdons-wio die rough draft it is ^ Mr/ToMsi: 
^ iMvodi'' ift th0 hM^k it is » It wft Mrad.'' 

(the fouih dtajf mi redl) 

,. Mr^ A^^rmf QmrA Thtr^l Aefins tkbt fiirvQiitei tkf die 
mmisifit da i)ie 7lh id, FebrwiKXi 1:794, M iiriitc^ lilt« Hmi 
TosJce was>pr«(enb ^pia^ he nead^ iNritji i^liaft lo lit AddAeflfe 
of the I^qdan C«rrt(j^<mii*g S^wf^ m Seodand^ I14* dioH 
widi rtlpea 10 SiiiaUf, 

U Jra^ filbwinfr entry was read from the hooks rf the Society^ fif 

(^nflttutional tnforniattonf) 

^ Ordex«d, That the refoludoDs tA^Avt td the A^dre4 of 
^ Oe^If^i^Jtet C!oM^ding'Sad^, pJtAed at (h^ ilieethig on 
^ die 11441^ Januarjr bft, be i#nt td die Edi^bor^ Oa^et^r, 
^ f 6^ ijtfaitiotw** 

' «* Otvbfed, TIttt ^ «op7 of <he £di refi>tadont of th^ l4tfi 
^ ttf JaiYu^ be fern to the SeettfUuy iif dte tiW(I<m CoitcT^ 
^ pondii^ Society/' 

' "^ M^. I; 1;rBlSam$ i^ad 4 letttr from Mf, Sinchif nt X<Sn- 
l» bargh, datei tft FArqaiy, t79#t** 
'- « ReTdlted, That the Scdfecify do novT f i^d the ftafeAent 
<*^ of 'die^b6|brt(>t{bA ibr Mr, ^^^^^ 

^ It tfis 1^ movent ^at t eiFCutar l^t^t bd (^Af t6 ach 
^ ftimib«f of this Society with ^ ttix^m of th^ ^e of Mr, 
^ Sfaidiii^ Dditgstte tff thU $^iety 16 (he Coftvendoh at £din- 

^ bnrgh, and tvqueftthg their aftibncd td d)e fah4 ali'ead^ 
t* *ibfcHb(!^ hg Wm, • ftilfei iinaRh^ufly,^ 



' Mr. Attorney Oeneraly Kow read that letter tp wtich jhere is 
JVl^- Tooke*s hand-writing-^^^ SigneJ, by Qxitt of ^e Society^ 
«< John Horn^ Tooke." 

T4 , {tt 



< ft«o ) 






(It wis read.) 

^ I amdirededbf die SoeiayforiOoftiKtu^oiial Infi)ftiiSt66n^ 
*^ to write to all the inembers of the Society, requefting their 
^ contribution towards the fupport of Mr. Sinclair. 

«^ When the Delegates from tlie <}ifl^ereiit OotfAittltionafl So* 
<< «ietiesm Scotland, .lately cftetat E!dinhurgh,'fdr die piirpcfe 
*^ of^xonfulling l^^dier, and oOndrtiftg of ftieifur^ -iK^lich 
^ might^betpro^r^Jle puifued,.in-of4eF l?d4>btain a'&ir re- 
^ prefcntation of the people of Great-Britlitt, in -'Pariianilenti 
^ Mr. Sincbir attended, as Delegate, from the Society for Con- 
« ftitutional Information, and tehaved, upon, that occafiori, with 
^ a moderation and temper, which have not only been highly 
'^ approved, but have nwch endeared him to this Society. 

'^ For. that cond^d, which we highly fai)pix>ife, Mr. Skidair 
^\ was JQ^fLified in. Scotland, and returned to XfOi|doi¥ upon haX\\ 
^ fince diat time Mr, Skirving and Mr. Margarpf ^ Itav^J^fea 
^ fentenced in Scotland (for the fame condud): as Mr. Sinclair) . 
^, .ti;> fsiurteen years tnui^ort^tion: widi the bucn of Meflrsk. BaU 
^. mer, Muir, Skirvi{^,.a^d Margaret before hi$ eyes, Mr. $in» 
^ clair has returned to Scotland, in difcharge of bi» failii> as a 
^ priv^e maa» towards his bail^ and in difcharge of fap s duty-to- 
^ wards an oppreiTed and infulted publics he htfl jreturned, not 
^ to t^e a fair trial, but, as he i% weU perfuaded, to a fettled 
" convialon and fentence« Thefe fentences of luranfpo^ftadon 
^ ^vt novelties both to England and to Scotland^ survde^fccced,, in 
*' ijrMelty and impudence, any thing praiSHf^ in. the odious and 
*' abhorred reigns of the Stuarts j and th?fe fenteaoes are to be 
^ carried into execution under the adminiftrationj of Mr. Pittj 
« and by him who formerly (though hypocritically and treacher- 
" 9ufly) profeffed himfelf a ftrcnuous advocate for Parliannentary 
^^ Refonyi> and himfelf to&t tht*£Megates throughout England; 
** affembled in Convention, at the Thatched Houfe. Tavern, 
<? for the fame piurpofe ^s that for which the late Convantioa 
^ met in Scofland. ' ^ " ' 

.« Shdiild 



^ ShouhT It me diy be the fate of this Mr. Pitt to be trial by 
^ the people of this infulted and opp'refled Country, for his treachery 
•* to the caufe of Parliamentary Reform, we truft they witf- never 
^ confent to fend him to Botany Bay ; in the mean time we ear- 
*' neftly folicit your afTtftance to alleviate the fufferings of Mr. 
^ Sinclair's fituation, and to afiord him every comfort in our 
^ power, under tbishis honourable and meritorious martyrdom, 
•• in which, and in worfe (if there be worfe), we declare our- 
^ felves ready to follow bim in purfuit of the fame obje£l, vi- 
•* delicet, a fair reprefentation of the people in Parliament By 
"order of the' Society 

« JOHN HORNE TOOKE.'* 



Mr. SoSeiUr GinvraL N<Jw refer ta-the meeting^ of the So. 
ciety on At 14^ of February, wh^ this letter was produced, 
figned by the Chairman^ and ordered to be printed, and entered 
in die iloak$« 



* 4' 



(The following entries were read from the books of tbi Socuff 
*{ for.ConftilutknalJi^frnuttion.) 

y ^ At a meeting rf the iodety fof Coiiftittttional Ihfbrmationi 
^ hiAA at iii^Cr«^n''&nd 'Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, the 
^ i4th- of Kdblruary^ ^^9^i - . r " . . » / . 

'■'■ • '-•■** PRESENT,' 

<* Mr. I. H, Tooke, in the chair. 

^ Mr. Hull, Mr. W. Sharpf,"Wr; Bonney, Rev. Mr. Joyces 
« Mr. Thompfon, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Beck, Mr. G. 
, :<* WiBiaros, Mr. . Afliton, Mr. Stark, Mr. Wardle, Mr. 
./f Bryant, Mr. Banks, Mr. Parkinibn. 

t ^ The Secretary produced a copy bf a letter to be fent to die 

* floeftibers of the Society) in confornihy with the ordei^ of die 
^ toft meetings two amcndmdits were propoftd and agreed to.'* 

^ Refolded, Th^t the letter, now produced and aitiended, be 
^ figned by the Chairman, and that the fame be printed and 

• fent to the members of this Society,'' 



( »H ) 

« Au mating of die Societj for C^ftiftrtiMut lB fat i i Ud <ia> 
<< held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern^ Stiafid^ FrUi^, Tdl 
« of March, 1794^ 

«* PRESENT, 

<« Mr. Sharpe in Ae diaif« 

•< Mr. Gawlcr, Rev. J. Joyce, Mr, Bonney, Mr, Blake, Mr* 
" *« Tookc, Mr, Wills, Mr, G, WiUiams, Mr. Satchdl, Mr, 

«'Wardlc, Mr^Kyd, Mr, Stark, Mr. Hull, Mr, Holcroft, 
• ^ Mr, Chatfield, Mr. Thompfon, Mr, Rutt, Mr, I. WU^ 

V liams, Mr. Beck, Mr. Bs^ik^ Mr, H, Campbell, Mr, 

^Tawcett 

*^ Read a letter from Mr. Sinclair at Edinburgh," 
. ^ lUfolved, That Mr. Hull be raqudft«d lA olbttit OcAt Jhf 
<< Mr, Sinclair at Edinburgji fyc twen^ guinea^ on iceouit tf 
ic jhig Society/* 

«< Ordered, That the Socretabry pay Mr. ^^iU?""^ tTi fmaHt^ 
^ remitted by him to Mr^ Sioplair, out of die fublcriptioB for 
1» Mr« atiichir/' : > 

^ Mr. Tooke^gavce Mtiea^dm Im ivouU at the next mi;e^ng 
« of, this^octeiy move t)M two books flio^W bo ^pentAi Pm 
^ of tfaem bouad in black, ii^ wU^ ihall W en|e|ed lA Ifa* 
^ enormities of thole who deferve the oenfii9i| iiidiiitLlh0>iyliiei 
^ the merits pf tbo^ who iaSuw d)^ yttitHde of ifae Sodety^^ 

■I .j1i<W I 



Mr. Ator^ejf^ Qsnerai^ I am ti^m ocodng to whit I ihted | 
would read to*morrow giorh}ngjw»J in\ift tmubk your Lof d(hi(x 
tQr^p. b^ to a letter from IV^S^^IP ^ Norvri^ ^^^^M» 
dUted. Edinburgh, the a4th of Noyefpb^ <7$>. M^W^^ 
wa» not only a inember of fho Coftftj^iriofta} Sk>ci«t|^ but 4 
pdegate of the Corrcfponding Society in JLrOndai^ afid aMba 
peieg^ue of the Societies 11^ J^orWidb to drc Soot|]i| Cqov!ti¥« 
tioiu • .,• . 



4ft. fTatfi. Ifewi ftfe paperat Mr, Saint's at KorwA* 

(It was reai^y 

<« I ydfcr*i7 recrftcd jwiir fetter of the tMi eimwtt^ in 
^ anfwer to mine of Ac »^thj requeftiiig ymx, Society t« ibri a 
«^ Delegate to t|i9 General Convention ; I am tony you taonot 
^ tonveniendy do fo^ a$ an additioit to Cfox number wouU be 
^ very fenriccable, I mt^ft, at Ac fame time, rctmti you my 
^^ thanks for the confidence you have repofed in me ; I chear* 
^^ fuUy actept Ac ofllce of Delegate fbr the United Societies in 
^ Nor^ch, to whom) as we hare long been in corre§)Ondencc, 
^ I canncye Aink myfdf entirely unknown i be afibred then, my 
^ wor Ay Iblbw-^tizens, Aat I will endeavour, to Ac utmoft 
« of my poor abilities, to prqrc myfelf worAy of Ac great 
^ truft repofed in me, 

' <* 'You ftik of bearing your Aare of the expences«^to thi$ X 
*« reply, Aat it is one of our firft prineiples, and Aat, Aerefcre, 

* lam bound to accept it; but, while I do fcr, ! am equally 
^ bouiid to inform my conflituents in ^at manner the fiippies 

* I may reteive from them are to be employed for their adtran-« 
^ t^. You will then kam Aat the London CorreQxMiding 
^Society^ allows boA its Delegates a certain weekly (um, be- 
^ fides Aeh*expenoes to and from Z/smdon : bqt as that allow« 
^ ance is regulated not fo much by their good wiAes as by Ac 
^ ibmty ftate of Aeir finances, wr find ourfdves obliged not 
^ caif to bear certain part of the cxpences, but aNb feel onr-^ 
^ ielves very much cramped in our proceedings, and cannot,^ 
•* wtAout great pecuniary inconvenience, vi/it Ae difierent 

* parts of Scotland, which it is abfolutely neccfl&ry fhould be 
^ inftrufied amf encouraged before we return to England. 
^ My colleague, Jofeph Gerald, means^ Aercfhrc, as foon as 

* Ae fitting of the Convention is over, to return to London, 

* In onfer that Ae Society, having only one to provide for, may 
** be Ae better enabled to encourage the forthcrance of fo im- 

" portant 






* weeks in vifiting the numerous friends to reform in various 
** parts> in bringing them to adopt an* uniform fyftem of re- 
^ gp4btpns.^Jf»^^ere^e^;tl^,|>|;gp (which I believe abfolutely 
^ neceflary) meets your approbation, in^iAfcver i^p|^e» you 
^ may,tb^,4}iqper.'^i.ti^u(hu^ tom^ flud}.be empjoyed therein; 
^ 9^d^^.we have alr^y^xoet with iigjaal ljiicce& fii^e ojor ar* 
^ rlysiy I .makes' Dp dpnht bui-if L am enabled. to continue in 
^ Sfqtlaji)d.ii£^w. weeks. longer it will oiuch ^v^ce the caufe. 
ff J will pow j^rocee^ ^ g^^^ X^^ ^ account of what has hap* 
«. pcnrd hcre^ , . i ... 

. •f You ici>ow that at our arrival here we found that the 
« Ccmvention ,had, afijer fitting four days, adjourned, and the 
" Delegates were all gone back tp their reipe^ive habitations^ 
^without pioceedipg gi}y faftl^er in the bofineis ef Reform) 
** t^n fonpliy . agreeing that ^otbiiig ibort of ; Univerfal Suffiage 
''and Annual Parliaments would fatisfy them, and. on that 
¥ ground propofing not to (end any petition to jthe' King, or to 
tl^e Parliament,. leaft by fo doing the enemiigs of Keform ^ight 
be tempted to.cpunterad tj^eir. wiih^ and exert themfeves, to 
^ pu-eventa peace^. but at the iame time it w^ ref^on^i^n^ed 
•* by the Convention) that ^l^ii-iends to Reform ibouldiign any 
*f -petition for peace, which mig^t originate in anothfr quar^i:. 
*^ ,yv^ foon prevailed on the Edinburgh Copi^mittee to rec^l die 
^ .^jQurm^d Conventicmi .tlje, ipouatry Societies, informed that 
" Ejjgl^ mcacjjt -to. take a'^ej:^u3 part- in the .great caufc, fent 
back all' their former Dele^;^es,. and feveral of ,tbem who bad 
npt.fent Deleg^jfes to the prior, Qpnvention,.h^ye fent Jome to 
^.this oae. On Tupfday, Ae^ipth inftaot, the. Convention 
*f, evened. The number x>f .D,elegat2s amounted to 180 ; fome 
*^ .of them came even from fo f^r ^s Cromartie; the receptioa 
*^ we experienced .was hjghly flattering 5 we mutually gave and 
^ received encouragement and animation. I fhall not at pre- 
". fent attempt. to yve you a minute detail of what has ilnce 
**, paffed, becauie the minutes are to be printed, and then I will 
^ not fail fending you a few copies of them, and will, 1 hope^ 
.. . ' ' "be 
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« accurate verbal accddAt-^^W^r^r ti^iiftMiil-} mean twne, *if 
*' you have any inftruSions to giv^'hie^.iiSndi^tlieiii-MTithOut dc- 
*< lay, otherwife I {halU^j/qr,j^5^,C9pfqfra;^ tp thofe laid 
« down Jjy the^opdon Coy^i^nding Soc^^^ a copy of whkh 
*' you doubtless nave received trom them. The Convention 
*' hi^'oegun^liy eftronftmgV rules for the organization 

** of the prefcnt and ev en {u^ ^g ^nvent ions : next we eftab- 
*^ lUhed a Committee of Union between the two, nations, a 
•^•(Sdlrhiltfttite trFttJtfm, <«htf WiGtofcAfteie to/ tjike' irfto- ccii- 
^S'fittemlon die - prdte(^thV '^ - ^abKfli^^ S ^tiiotic ')fit¥/tpi^r^^ 

** the whole Coiivekiftlonl, ' ftaln&^^'llafti in hantfj-^lbtemiiiy-- 
<^ f^tbdgetl A^tnielves'tQ c&»)>btfie)^M:6V^)kiAce'^iirMti«MWl ffif- 
*' tin£tions, to abide firmly and truly by each othei^ irfitH'^&e* 
^ great end is objaifte^ j ' Vnd ^1?'^ fitm^ tlriie We^aAdlbcdW 
** title of Thf Britijh Chf^nfkm:o/ilpelegates of the People^ 
** ajfociated $o^eifc(i/iJJnfVtrfal,St^agtMnd ^4^^^^^ Parlta^ 
** ments. • 

^ In my next I will giva ymt Mnether addrefs for thofe letters 
** which you may write me, until you make^,ufe of the &ixic 
**' which I fent you befort ; 'be fo good alib as to fend me two or 
« three unfufpfefted direftions for mV letters, becaufe{;j njucli* 
" fear that at tiities cUriofitj^ engages' the peojfle employed m. 
** the poft office to open our correfpondence. Mr. Mulr and* 
** the Rev. Mr. Palmer have botii been put on board die Royal 
** George cutter, and have been fent ofF to London. ' The 
^ news from the *^onti^eiit you are better informed of than I 
^ can be, therefore lAdf-hbf^iJfc of that- Let \me-hear!fromi 
*A y^*^^ -feoli is you- «aiv and. affure sdic Soc^ty, 'from itie, 
^ i^iialhrjnpthing ibaU; bef \tanting on.ipy part to: bringiabotfta:" 
*Vfr^y ^4^. thoraMgb:Refo«imof Parliament: butl^nmit' 
*i Wt hide /rem you- J;h«^t our grratcft hopes aire on the couatfy 
*l:Wl^ere I now am, iprijot prfy a^bajoritj^ t>f 'tiie.p6o{de.are4ti' 
*<j.our ^de^ >^t tcj«^y ^-arei.m^j of .thiio. fo weH-informed- t^t 
«^ th^ only fC^irertJie £n^ifl>X>d[^atcs to. encdiirage ^em in 

^ fys moA^^f itf^tf^l!^^!^^^,^iSK^ wHI* proeeccf 

• ' " regularly 



"^x^iMm Witt fo94^ bcmnf tlie g^ipmi topic. 
: H I am HioA fiiiQirdy, 

<^ Friends and fcAo^^hitens^ ^ * ' 

** Your fiuthfij Ddcgate ismd fcllow*labourer, 

« MAURICE MARG AROT.'^ 



ji4 gf OMfmber, 1793, firqoi Mr. QcraM suid Mr^ MbqiPiPlc^ 
wM we^ Dei^t«s frpfn t^^ I^fi4oo Cojrr«%ooAi9ig S^amji 

^ adfi^ iMiiib«rs f)| tjb« Cofi^tution4 Sodc^ . »^ 

. .^. /!« 4^. GurnfU.) Ijodk at thai |iapcr-^i you AM tM | 
in anjr p^ace ? x. . ' 

[WA Harifs Trialy W. i, /4r^f 272.J 



ill 



. * * * - 

, Afr. Attorn^ CeneraL I propofe now to read a letter of 4i4. 
ipth of Mvcb, 1794, from M^r^arot to t|^ Norwich SoQiety^ .. 
Mr. tf^aljh. 1 f9und ^s pap<r at Mr* Saint's houjfe sl. 
Norwich. 

... , •• 

" Spithea4% tbf iQth pfManhp I7gif* » 

^ WpTtijf Fj»endfi> and FeUoiP Ciii«e«% 

<^ Qttr ft«)r ben \mn% longer #iaii was at irft cxpifiMf f . 
^ 9ml myfetf of Aatieby to acfciiowiedgttlie receipt 4rf i¥Nait^ 

«< pwndsfiDm your Societyt whidi kave been deli^ilMM||M^ 
^ bjr TbcMasHatd^, our Secveiauryt to«4ioiii ;^oii had reimS^^ 
^^ Atoh ami ivha hw been dawnkive pmrpofaty to fee ae^ adtf X 
u o^Jce feme anang^nMia for the fiitupe, bttt wbofe bufimfi' 1 
^ has dilM bma back id London before anijp ifbing-ejisttll W 
^ feidcd between us.. AtirftbeftemedtoChiidtibatiheiMnef 

« was 
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4 ^nUtmMtitff fM Ite l>« dhrid«l anibng A* Ibur ^o aiK ndW 
^ fuffering together; but, on my acqumnting hin^tliAt tfiofe' 
^ gentlemen were infinitely betterolF than myfelf in that refpeft^ 
^ inibinuch that they are continually receiving private pr^ents, 
^ ' and are moreover liipported b/ tn^y Noblemen and rich Mem- 
** bers-of Parliament, thefe latter feekirig only (I math fear) to 
^ make a party affair of it, that he gave the money to my own 
^ difpo(al. li^ howevy,-ym aignnt'^riierwife, your intention 
^ ihall be complied with immediately on its being made known 
« ^ lilOk^« mdcl)' fftx pe<WM«r]i» afi«sf^*<^?ir/ mrtt^\ tp 
^Jbips ^war J^^ht0 f^ Sfitbfudfir tkf Gkamifh ^d it is hen 
^ r^p^rtei that ibi Bnji fittt is out: Rumour ^ always magnify^ 
^ ing things f fays then are 70 fail of French atfea^ ^ffi^ then 
^ mu^ he a number oftranjports among them^ andadefient may 
frehahly he the confequence. For God's fake^ my worthy friends^ 
d§ not relax in the Caufe of Freedom^^Continue as you have 
hegun^-^Confolidate your own Societies — Unite with others-'^ 
^ Perfeverey and make no doubt hutj fooner or latter^ your en* 
^ deavours will be crowned withfuccefs, I have alfi> to thank 
<' you for the affe£tionate addrefs I received from you« de 
^ aflured that my utmoft ambition will ever be to deferve your 
*' confidence and your efteem* The tide of fortune, however 
^ ftrongly it may run againft our caufe at present, muft fpon 
^ have a turn: The eyes of mankind will natui^yopen--*whejT 
^ their pockets empty, and their blood fpills, diey will aft each^ 
** other for whom are we thus iacrificing ourfelves, and murder- 
^ ing others ? What advantage refults to us from all this ex- 
<^ penditure and daughter ? And by interfering in the govern- 
** ment of another country, do we not fet oth^ nations ah ex-^ 
^ atnple to interfere with our own government, and to model 
^' i| as diey think proper I Should they dofo. Popery and def* 
ft be our lot— *may gracious Provideaoe avert it; 
rather all to a man be determined to live free or 
^* die ! in by exile nothing would ztBiSt me fi> much as to hear 
^V.that my^^ntry t|iras enflaved, and tbi^ my countrymen hug- 
^, ged thjeir>chains. I truft, however, the national ^irit of 

v^^ V « Britons 



'N 



.( a9o:r 

(It was read.) 
[Vide Mard/s Trials vol. u page 242^] 



Afr, Edward Lauzun, I found this paper in Mr.. Hardy's- 
Iioufe. 

(J letter from Margarot and Hardy^ to Kilminjier^ Secriiarj. 
to the }:irmTngham Soeteiy for Con/litutionai Information^ 
June lOthy I793> read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vol I. pagf 247.! 



Mr. Solicitor General {to Mr. William Scott.) Did you fiirf 
this paper any where ? 

jf. I found it ambngft Mr. Skirving^'is papers. 

[jt letter from Thomas Hardy y to ffllJiam Skirvingy Edinhurghy 
dated London^ O^ober bthy 1793, read.): 

[P^ide Hardy's Trial, vol. 1. page 261.J 



Mr. Attorney General. I am going to produce the comoui^ 
fions of Margarot and Gerald (who, your Lordfhip will recol- 
left, were members of both Societies) as Delegates to die Coo- 
vcntion in Scotland. • 

(They were read.) 
{Vide Hardy's Trial, voL I. page 267. J 



Mr» Solicitor General, We will now read the entry in the 
books of the Conftitutlonal Society, of the 8th of November^ 
1793, in which it is ftated, that letters were read from the So- 
cieties at Sheffield, Leeds, and Birmingham,, in anfwer to their 

Secretary's 



( ^91 ) 
Secretary's letter of tiie aSth of Oaober, which letter, your 
Lrordfhip recolle^s, was relative to fending deputies to the Con* 
vention. 

(Thf following entry was read from the hook of the Society for 

Conjfitutional Information^) 

** At a meeting of the Society for Conftltutional Information, 
" held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 8th 
" November, 1793. 

"TRESENT, 

^ Mr. I. Williams, in the chain 

** Mr. I. H. Tooke, Count Zenobio, Mr. William Sharpe, 
" Mr. Bonney, Mr. Wills, Mr. Martin, Dn Kentifli, Mr. 
« Wardle, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Hdcroft. 

^ Read letters from the Conftitutional Societies at Sheffield, 
*< Leeds, and Birmingham, in anfwer to the Secretary's letter 
« of the 28th ultimo." 



Air. Attorney General, I fhall now produce letters in anfwer 
to the Conftitufional Society, relative to fending Delegates to 
the Scotch Convention.' 

« 

Mr. Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in the pofieiEon of 
Mr. Adams. 

(It wfJS read.) 

" Sheffield Committee Room of the Conftitutional 
^ Society, November ift, 1793. 

« SIR, 

** Your letter, and the refolution of the Society for Conftitu-. 
•* tional Information in London, are this moment delivered to m^ 
** by Mr. Afhton, in anfwer to which I fit down inftantly to in- 
* form you that this Society has already tranfmitted its fentiments 
^ to the Secretary of the Convention in Edinburgh, Mr. Skir- 
^ ving, and declined fending a delegation for reafons which I will 
^ tranfcribe in the words of our letter. — That it would have 
** given this Society the rooft heartfelt la'tisfadlion to have had at 

U 2 ** delegation 
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^ MegmoA preiait at their approaching; ConvcnfiQiif kid we 
^ receiTed timdy notice of thdr wiihe» tltat it (houU be li>-^Htt 
*^ it unfortunately happens, that all the gentlemen belonging tQ 
^^ the Society^ which it would chufe for fo important a buiiiids| 
'^ are fo previoufly engaged in affairs which they cannot poffibly 
*^ poftpone in fo (hort an interval, that it is not in our power to 
^ comply with their requifition on the prefent occafion. 

** This Society are alfo of opinion, that to give fuch a mea« 
•* fure its full effeft, it would be neceflary that the other Soci- 
*^ eties in South Britain fhould have communication with cadi 
'* other on the fubjeft, and be able to afccrtarn that deputations 
^ wouM be fent frotn at leaft a majority of the Societies ia this 
^ part of ^ kingdom. And to evince that we fhould be happy 
" to unite our eflfbrts with theirs in one firm and fettled plan, 
^' we aflure them, that if they think proper to fix another meet* 
^ ing in January or February, or any other time which may be 
*^ more agreeable, and give us immediate notice thefeof^ and that 
*' they wifli to fee Delegates from the feveral Societies in this 
" part of the kingdom, we will write to all thofe we are in cor- 
** rcfpondence with, to get fuch a delegation as may be truly re- 
^ fpe^lable and important. 

*' The above extraft will evince to you. Sir, and the Society 
* for Conftitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets 
" with our approbation. There is a worthy member of this So- 
•* ciety and of the Committee, and I believe alio of the Cooi* 
** mittee of twelve, admitted into yoiu- Society, Citi^sen Alcock, 
^ now In London, and I doubt not but h^has, before this wiU 
** reach you, given you the whole information herein contained ; 
" but fo fcrupuloufly exa£l am I in anfwering every letler on 
^^ public bttfinefs, that I will not truft to him, though I kaow he 
^ is particularly defirous of being introduced to you. 

** I was chofeh Secretary, pro ten^orey to answer the letjfcr fronv 
<^ Mr. Skirvii^g, and therefore continue the oj^ce ^us much hr^ 
^ tKer, not to keep you in tiifpence, as the Committee^ will not 
*^ meet again before Wediietday npxt, ajad two or three of the. 
« members, who have feen your letter before I did, fent to le^ 
tf quell I ^wXii do fo. ^ 

5 ** I cannot 
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■^ Itannot clofc this lettier without remarking, that a^U tte So- 
^ tkties we vre in correfpoiidence with) have been remarkably 
^ remifs in tU ir communications for feveral months paft i to manjr 
^^ we have addrefled more than one or two letters without re-> 
^ ceiving any anfwers. This Society has been very adtive, and 
^ particularly in publifhing^ by which feveral individuals havf 
^ fuiFered coniiderably, as die burthen has &Uen diiefly on them. 
** We have many thoufand members, but a vaft majority of them 
** being working nien, the war, which has deprived many of 
^ them of all epiployment, and almoft every one of i&^^ his 
*^ eartiings^ we have been crippled more Aan any other in the 
^ kingdom. We have the iatisfaSion to know that we havt 
^ done great good, but I fear we muft content ourfelves with 
^^ good intention^ and wiilies in future, as our funds are not only^ 
^ exluufted, but the Society is confiderably in debt, and that 
^ debt muft fall on a few who have Hood forward on every oc- 
^ cafion with (heir zeal, their aftive efforts, and their credit, 

** It appears to me, that if the Societies do not become more 
" a^Elive, and more united in their efforts in the time to cofne> 
** "Vvhat they have done hitherto will be rendered ufelefs, and ar- 
^ bitrary power will trample on all that is dear and valuable to 
" freemen^ The meafures lately adopted in the fitter kingdop» 

* meafures as oppofite to, and incompatible with a free confti* 
^ tution as f}re and water, and fince followed up by the moil 
^ flavifh and horrid doSrines in the pourts in Scotland, have 

* hitherto bee4 viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great 
^ bodies in the kingdom, which we little folks in the country 
^ look up to for ej^amples, ftyling themfelves patriotic, fuch as 
^ The Society for ConAitutional Information, in I^ondon/^ 
^ The Friends of die People, ditto,'' « The Friends to the 
** Liberty of the Prefs," ^at we begin almofl to think here, 
** it is time to nip thofe buds of free^dom which were beginning 
♦* to blolFom with fo much luxuriance, left they fl^ould be e^pofed 
<* to the danger of being blighted by diofe torpid frofts which 
** appear to have chilled every animating influence in dxoie great! 
ft barriers wbi^h we lopked to for defence and proteitioq, ' 
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. ^ I aflareyou, my good Sir, nothing is further from my in- 
^ tention than to give the finalleft ofFence — I am a ftamich De^ 
^ mocrat, and fpeak my mind freely ; and I hope you will con- 
^' fidcr what I have hinted at the fupinenefs which appears at pre- 
** fcnt to poffefs too great a fway, as merely the effeft of that 
^ warmth and zeal for the great caufe we are both ftrenuous to 
*^ ikpport and forward, the caufe of Freedom and Parliamentary 
<* Reform, 

^ I am, with the greateft refped. Sir, 
** your moft obedient fervant, 
« MATTHEW CAMPBELL BROWN, 
^ Secretary, pro timp§re^ to the 

« Conftitutlonal Society Sheffield," 

Addrefled " Mr. D. Jdams, Attorney at Law^ Tooke* S'<ourt^ 
^ Cbancery^lane^ London,** 



Mr. Solicitor General. Now I will fliew from the proceedings 
of the Britifh Convention, that notwithftanding Ais letter, the 
Sheffield Society did fend a Delegate. 

(Extras from the Proceedings of the Britijh Convention^ read.) 

^ Additional Delegations. 

** Crown and Anchor^ London^ 

« Charles Smclair, Henry Yorke." 



^' London Correfponding Society f 
^ Jofeph Gerald, Maurice Margarot. 



>% 



<« Sheffield Conjlitutional Society^ 
« Matthew Campbell Brown,** 



JiK 



" Mr, Solicitor -General Now I will fhew from their proceed- 
:fiigs that Matthew Campbell Brown, was an af^ve member of 
the BritijQi Convention, 

i^ExtraSlfrom the Proceedings of the Brltijh Convention^ read^) 

■** Citizen Brown, of Sheffield, produced a commiifion iram 
** the Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing him their Dele- 
"^ gate, which was received and approved of by the Convention/* 

** Edinburgh, November 26th, 1793. 
" Seventh Day's Sitting. 

*« Citizen Matthew Campbell Brown, iu the Chair/' 



Mr. Solicitor General. Now we will read tlje letter frona 
ieeds, that was mentioned iij the iame entry in the Conftitu- 
tional Society's books. 

Mr, Thomas Maclean, I found this paper in the pofllpffion of 
Mr^ Ada;n3* 



{It tvas read.) 



« SIR, 



** Your's of the 29th I received, and laid it %«fore the Com'* 
^ mittee of* the Leeds Society on Monday t)ie 4th of this inftant. 

^^ It is with great fati^^fadion we read our letter, and approve 
^ your having eleded your Delegates td ferve upon fuch a laud- 
^ able undertakings but if you meant for the Lee4s Society to 
^^ adopt the >rame meafurea, ihaU bf glad if you wjll anfwer diis 
*^ immediaiei as we are not acquainted with the time of their 
^ fitting we iear our Delegates would be too listte, 

^ lam, Sir, wiA great refpeS, 

* Your humble fervant, 

« ^arryMiHy « CHAALES HUNDLEY, 

. ** Sth Nov: 1793. ^ Secretary pf the Conftitutional Society**' 

Addrefled, *^ D, JdamiyEfq^ JVi. 4, Tooie^s-courty Chaneery^kne^ 

¥ London:' 

U 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Atmmg dneraL We will now read a letter from Hardty 
to the Nprwich Society, defiring them ta fend Dckgates to the 
Scotch Convention, and we fliall prove they appointed Mar- 
garot, who was alfo a member of the Conftitutional So-. 

ciety# 

Mr. James Waljh. I found this paper in Mr. Saint's houfe> 

at Norwich; 

{Itwas^ read.) 
** London Correfponding Society^ Nosf^ 23^/, 1793* 

*' FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

** You hjive been already' informed, by the <;;orre§x>ndence 
•* fubfifting between the refpefti ve divifions of the Patriotic So-? 
*^ cieties in England snd Seotfamd) of the Convention called 
<* and now fitting in Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtaining 
* a fpeedy and radical Reform in the fyftem of Parliamentary 
" feepretentation j and you are alfo in poffeifion of the circum- 
*' fiances of our having fent two Delegates (Citizens Margaroi 
** and Gerald J to reprefent our increafing Society in that rcQ>e6l- 
^ able aflen^bly. The Society for Conftitutional Informattoi^ 
*' alfo elefttjd two Reprefematives (Citizens Yorke and Sinclair) 
** the latter only of whom has gone to Scotland for the difeharge 
^ of hi» hn|)ortant niiifioaii, . ' 

. V GiMSiWIf ihQ okye^ of djur prtiem letter is tolnform yoa 
^ of ^ imp9rt9nt comn»«ioicaitona which oicrmiffiohhas already. 
<«, I^0du4«d* The fpirit and refolutieo it has diffufed through 
^, tim rcQ^oftive Sg^tetiiis in Sco^d^*^ rapid incresfe of th^ 
« %vcm<^ friwd«f of libcrty» liehich )»$ dready Inwte its ap- 
^ .|i«a)ran^sjaii4 thi j^ofpf^s which have been ofc^ed before us 
« of the moft (:oiri|^kt9 Uflioni Ae moft determined perfevtffaitee^ 
" the moft aj^ve «xiBrtte« in every confti wtional meafure, that 
« can be dn^f^ f9r tht reiovefy 0f our rightSj and the complete 
« f^oFuHm tf ^< Mbertki ^Md'happine/sy whick as men me Hre 
« m^iiUd ^ «m/, e^ JBitke^y wie hakfe beetf tanght U esp^. 
^ An i»vfQsrfb of ^S^SC^ of an}> and tif cienilda^c^s a con. 
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^ cert of permanent union; a free comnnanication anctconv* 
^ pa tifpn of fentiments and intentions; mature deliberation au4 
« mutual reliance— thefe are the fruits of the wife and fpi- 
*^ rited meafares a(k)pted by the friends of liberty in Scot- 
^ land, and feconded by the Societies of London and of Ire- 
^ lani 

^' Britons, and Fellow-Citizens ! let us roufe ydu to knine- 
« diate co-operation with tbefe efforts for the general good j— . 
*' let us awake you to a fenfe of the importance of the prefent 
^ moment, and perfuad* you^ perfuade ail the Patriotic Socie-» 
♦' ties in England to ftrengthen by their immediate juncftion with 
^ this grand federation ;—*that as thofe who are hoftlle to our 
^ freedom are already united by compa^^s, interefts, and coa^ 
♦* litions, the friends alfo of that glorious principle may be 
^ bound together by a link ftill more firm, more intimate^ 
^ and ipore durable, to refift every oppreiSon and ufurpa- 
** tion that may be attempted, and vindicate the * Rights of . 
^ Man;' 

^ The Society at Norwich has alread}', in fome degree, imir. 
** tated our example: For though time and convenience di4 
^ not permit them to eleSt a feparate Delegate, they have fcnf 
** a written authority to Citlsen Margarot to a£t for them in 
^ that capacity, together with inftruftions to enable him to 
^ ftate their fentiments to the Conventiop, and dire6!iOns for 
^ him to correfpond with theDd, and render their-fraternity more; % 
*^ complete. 

" Citizens! Permk us to unite our voices with thofe of 
^ our brethren in the Norths tq requeft- you, by fo:nc fuch me* 
^ thod (if you cannot render it convenient immediately to^ 
** fend a D4egate of your OMm) to affift the ^lofer union, 
^^ and more immediate conimiiAication of the re^>eetive 8o-v 
^ cieties.-^Perfuaded as we ane ^t the friends of liberty^ 
^^ if encouraged by the convi£tioi\ of general union to ftept 
\^ forward, and avow their fentiments, ar€ already fb nu- 
^^ merous and refpe&able as to en&re a fptedy terminatton. 
^ o( the calamities of an uniuftifiaVle war, an4 a reftora- 
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tron of every right to which Britons and Freemen are 
entitled : 

^ We are, in the finn afllirance of your ^eal and fin- 
^ cerity in the caufc of liberty, your afFe<&ianate 
«* Fellow-Citizens. 

« THOMAS HARDY, Secretary.'^ 

* P. S. I f ecefred your letter, and I fent it to Edinburgh 
^ according to your diredHon,** 



Mr. Attorney General, I am now going to read from the book 
cf the Conftitutional Society an entry of the 6th of December, 
1793; that in the prefence of Mr, Tooke, as far as that fa£t is 
made to appear by the bo;)k, a letter was read from Sinclair, 
one of their Delegates, to the Conftitutional Society fn ]Lrq^don, 
^cfiriug that a Secret and Seled Committee i^ight be ap- 
pointed to correfpond with him ; and that a Secret and Seleft 
Committee was accordingly appointed* 

{Hoe folltyvolng entry was read from the hook of the Society for 

Confl'itutlonal hformation.) 

*^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Infornfia- 

* tion, <held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, oa 
^ Friday the 6th of December^ I793» 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr, Bonney in the Chair. 
*^ Mr. I. H^ Tooke, Mr. W, Sharpe, Count Zenobio, Mr. I. 

• ^ Williams, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Sytnonds, Mr. Mactin, Mn 
, ^ Wardle, Mr, Chatfirfd, Mr. Harrifon, Mr, B^ Cooper, Mr. 

•* Holcroft, Mr, Satchell, Mr. Hardy. 

** Read a letter from Mr. Charles Sinclair, Delegate froi!ki 
<* Ais Society at Edinburgh, dated the 7th of November, with 
^ the Secretary's anfwer to that letter ; and alfe another letter 
•* from Mr. Sinclair, dated the X2th of November." 

" Refdlved, That a general qieeting of this Society be calhed 

¥ lor the Ibcond Friday in January next, for the puq)ofe of con- 

' 2 ' ^ iidering 
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^ fidcring the important letters received from the Delegate, Mr.'* 
« Sinclair." 

" Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to correfpond 
** with our Delegate, Mr. Sinclair/' 

« Refolved, That Mr. Balmanno, Mr. John Williams, Mr; 
«* Martin, Mr, Bonney, and Mr. Wardle, compofe the Com- 
•* mittee." 



Mr. Attorney General I am going to read thofe letters from 
Sinclair that are referred to in this refolution. 

Mr^ Thomas Maclean. I found thefe three papers in the po(^ 
ieffion of Mr. Adams. 

(They were read.) 

" SIR, " Edinburgh^ yth November^ 1793. 

" In obedience to my inftrudion, I halten to inform you 
^ of the ftate of afiairs here, as fully as the time will permit. 

^ When I came, I found that the Convention had met^ 
*' and are again re-called by their exifting Committee for the 
^^ 19th gf this month, in confequence of the arrival of the De« 
^ puttes of the Correfponding Society, and the intimations 
** from various parts of England, that the fhortnefs of the 
^ notice, was the chief obftade. to their fending Delegates; 
^ and fuch indeed is the extreme joy fliewn by the friends of 
^^ liberty here on our appearance among them; fuch is their 
^ cordiality and franknefs i|i their communications with us, and 
^ above all, fo anxious are they for a union of fentiment, and 
^ of exertion in the common caufe with the people of England^ 
'< that it will be highly difgraceful and culpable, if a fpirit; 
^ fraught with fuch evident advantage to the fufiering millions 
^ of both coimtries be permitted to languifh without encourage*- 
** ment. I therefore entreat you to take tjie earlieft opportu* 
^ nity of laying thi^ information before the Society, in order 
^ that they may exercife their difcretion upon the fteps ne<^ 
^ cefiary to be taken for ftrengthening our numbers, and rcn^ 
^ ^^Og our meaAires as elFeftual as poi&ble. The temper of 

** tilt 



^ Ac pcofde luett gives mc the greate^ raifon to hope- thaf 
** they are ready, at leaft, to acquit themfelves of dieir duty^ 
'^ and as I 9£l in perfefl uniibn with Ae neprefentatives of the 
*' Correlponding Society, I flatter myfelf dot our condudl has 
** tencM very much to recover them from the temporary dc« 
^ preffiiHi, occaftoned by their recesving no Delegates frcnn 
•* England. Ever fince my arrival we have regularly attended 
«* all their meetings, which are numerous and daily. It de* 
** lights m^ beyond meafure to fee numbers around me who 
t^ appear to fiu:riiioe all other obje£^s to the great caafe' in 
** which they are engaged. To the fupcrficial obferver, the 
^ extreme feverity of the fentence of Air, Muir and Mr, 
^ Palmer, may appear to contradid what I iky of the diipofi* 
^ tion of the people, but I am happy in being able to afTure 
** you of its truth. The fears of the Borough-mongers are 
** much greater here than in England, and the vengeance (not 
^ the juftice) of the magiftracy correfponds perfedly with his 
^ ^prchenfions, The fete of Palmer and Mujr has made a 
•* deep impreffioi^ on the public mind, A report had been cir-r 
** culated yefterday that it was the intention of Government 
»* to fend the latter on (bipboanj immediately; great pains were 
^ tafcen to preferve the people tranquil, as it was apprehended 
•*. that it might be an artifice of the common cnemyj in order 
•< to excite tjifturbance, and this opinion appears to be founded, 
f< as Mr, Muir was defired to hold himfelf in readinef^ to go 
i^ Where, or when he fcnoweth not; indeed npdiing c?ui exceed 
^ the folly of the proceedings againft this man, Aey fctm 
^ cafeful that nothing fhall be omitted to fee done that can 
« poffibly attach the public notice and affeftion to hjm ; he is 
** confined with another perfon in a fmall room, the ffoor ot 
♦^ which is of ftone, and no more than two vifitors' are per* 
¥ mitted to be in the room at the fame time; in fliott, all ju^ 
♦? dicial proceedings here are fummary, arid all puniflimeiits are 
♦* fevere in the extreme ; If a man is fufpeftbd, he Is imtfie-l 
^ diately apprehended, and undergoes a fecret eiamination | 
V this >Kras the cafe with Mr. HamiltonJtowan,'Who was ip4 
^ ptehcndfJl on Tutfday 1^ Mr. Muir's' room, in about two 

^^ hov% 
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H Hours idSter Us ariival, yfoa a charge of seditions .iK^tK^ 

" riossy and for which he is held U bsU.U ftand trial i thit 
^ excellent patriot has it in contemplatton to make them a pre- 
*^ fent of the bail, 4S he thinks it may be- acceptable ; he is ac« 
^ complied by the Hcmoacabfe Simon Butler, and both re- 
^ turn to Irdand this day. 

^ Since even the intentions of metiare here becooM matters o# 
^< legal enquiry, and, in fome degree, of piiniihment, and as 
^ the Crown Lawyers may attribute what intentions they pleafe 
^ to the aectiiisdy it is «ot improb^ but tlie Delegates from 
^^ London, notwithftanding our utmoft caution^ may be ho* 
^^ aoujred by a vifit from thoTe worthy dguazils. Be not, how* 
^^ ever, apprehenfive about us \ for, upon examination, I find 
^ the proceedings here fomething more mild than thofe of the. 
^ Inqutfition. We are prepared accordingly. We have taken 
^ our refolution to follow the example of Colonel Lilbourae^ in 
^ refuling to anfwer any queftions until the people are admittod^ 
^ and then to maintain that we are bound to anfwer a criminal 
^ charge only before a Jury of die Country, who alon4 ca» 
^ determipye its guilt or its innocence. 

^ Pray inform me why my friend and coHeagiie is not fiere ;> 
^ if a.continuaace cf his diforder unhappily prevents him,, it 
^ ^ill be abfolutely necefiary to fend another by the meeting. of 
^ the Convention* If you bad feat twenty Delegates fromi 
'< England (and if your aiSUi^ty and exertions had equalled tbDfft 
^^ of the citizens here, three times the number might have been/ 
^ ient with oaiie) its efiedts would have been great beyqnd cal- 
^^ culation* I judge from what I fee j and, I hope^ that no exer«* 
<^ tftOii fhall be wanting on your part to induce the other Sodetiesi 
^ to £;>llow the example which you have fet them \ for myfeli^ L 
tt beg you to inform the Society, that no peifonal confideratioo* 
^ ihall ever (bake my zeal in a cauie, the ^accompliibmant lof 
^ "which) from my earliefi years, I have ever confidered as, «ai^ 
<^^ iadil^eoftble du^, and which, at jpreCeot^ derives a &«& mi^ 
^ jpulie f£om the ijniieries of that clafs^^ m^ &apa whom X hav» 
^ 400 right to tbifik myfelf semoved* In times^ Uke thefe, i^it 
. . • ** poft 
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^ p(i& of danger is the poft of honour ; ami he wha udll not he 
^ ufedy ought to be abu(«d. 

" I am, Sir, 
«« Your humble fervant, 

*« CHARLES SINCLAIR, 
" Delegate irom the Society for,Conftitutional Infonnatlon." 
^ i>» Adams^ Efq\ Secretary to the Society 
for Con/filutioital Information** 



a 



^ RobtnfoH*s^ Leith fFaliy titb Kovewber^ ^793* 

•* DEAR SIR> 

•« Upon mature reflection, I beg leave to requcft that the So- 

* ciety may be pleafed to appoint a Secret and Seleft Com- 

* mittee, to receive fuch further communication as fliall appear 

* proper to be referred to them; they will neceflarily be invefted 
^ with a refponfibte power to return an immediate anfwer to my 
<* letters : the time is now nearly arrived when it fhall be necef. 
•* fery for you to do much or nothing ; upon all fimilar occafions, 
« what has been fo fet^ as diftruft? A Committee, formed from 
** the talents and integrity of the Society, ought to be confided 

* in J here at the advanced guard I am ready to fet the example. 
^ Mr. Skirving called upon us this morning, and informed us 

** that he expefts a very full Convention ; and that, in confe- 
^ queilce of our arrival, many new Societies are formed, and 
«• forming in different parts of the Country. Lord Daer is juft 
** come to town. 

• ^ I wifli you to fend me, immediately, a number of your 
^ publications^ as I think they may be diflributed here with in- 
*< finite advantage. You can fend them by the Royal Charlottes 
^ from the George and Blue Boar, Holborn, dire£bed to me at 
« Robinfon's, Leith Walk. 

^ Although Mr. Muir is in very bad health, he is exipeded 
^ to be inibndy removed to London ; if fo, let me afTure the 
^ Society diey cannot oblige the Scotch more, than by* paying 

* him every attention ; they confider him as a martyr in their 

* caufe. A fubfcriptian is opened for him here, and, perhif>s. 
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^ It may be veryaviFable to forward it in London, as much asF 
" poffible ; for, by all accounts, his finall fortune has been quite* 
* impaired in the public fervice. 

"The Friends of the People, in* Edinburgh, invited the two 
" Irifli Gentlemen, mentioned in my laft^and Margarot, GeraW, 
^ and myfelf, to a fumpttious dinner, which they had prepared' 
•* for U!»* The health of my conftituents was given wkh three 
** Umes three ; in return for which I took upon me to affiire 
" them, that they, who hare fo long deferved well ef their 
" country, fliall not now relax their endeavours^— in full confix 
" dehce that they will keep my promife*. 

U I am. Dear Sir, 

«- Your very humble fervanty 

« CHARLES SIlSrCLAIR, . 

^ Dfclegatefrom the Society for Conftitutional Information.'* 

** P. S* Pray have the goodnefs to order me the Morning 
*« Chronicle from Ridgways, for I have no tinae to fpend in ar 
" coffce^houfcr" 
Addrefled ^ D. Mam%y Secretaij to 

** thi Society for Conjlitutional Information,'* 



'•*^ I have ihe fatisfeidion to> inform you, /that th« EXclegates 
^ from the Societies in London have> at length, arrived at 
^ Edinburgh. Delegates from the other Societies in Eiigiand, 
*' and who are now upon the road, will foon alfo be here to waii 
«< upon the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in order to efta- 
^blifli an INDISSOLUBLE FRATERNITY between 
^ the two nationsy and to adopt thofe meafurps which, at ^is^. 
^ awful firiody may have a tendency to feve the Country. 

" SOLEMNLY pledged, as you are^ to a common and 
^ JUST caufe, no* hardihip and no expence caa be thought too 
** great for you, while you are confcious that you are difcharging 
** your duty. With no propriety can you refufe to attend upon 
** your brethren from England, whoj atfo much expence, and 
^ from fo great a diftance, have come to unite their afEs^ions 
^ and deliberations with you* 

« I feel 
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^ I feel it mf jiitjr, in coincHenicc with 0^ fynSnmts ef ^e 
<« General Committte here, again to r€cal die SOCIETIES 
^ by their Delegates to dus place* Every moment is precious^ 
^ and <iday is fynoniinaufii to trevdiery. 

**• I exped dierefore> Sir,,. to have the honour of feeing y<«lf 
« on the 19th current, in the GENERAL CONVENTION' 
« OF THE DELEO ATES, in conHrfiance with the paUic 
^ advertifement) wbidi I was bound to infert in my official ca- 
« pacity, in the GAZETTEER of ycftcrfay;to which I 
^ entreat your particular attention* 

^ If you cannot poi&hly attend^ it wilt he prefer to tatt the 
•^ COMiVIITTEE of your SOCIETY to appoint one or 
•^ two in your place. No eKcrtion on the part of a friend 
^ ihouid be wanting at this important crifis to render this CON- 
« VENTION ftill more refpcaaWe ; and none who have the 
^ cmf^n^ heart, and 4ifccrn how MUCH IS AT STAKE, 
^ will be remi&* 

*• Let it be our ardent prayer to GOD> that his w^om may 
^ &xtdi their meafures, and that his benodidlioa may attend ihe 
•f execution of th^nu 

" I have As honour to be. Sir, 
**" Edinburgh^ '** Your moft obedient fervant, 

« iVkr. 7/*, 1793. *^ WILLIAM SKIRVING, Secretary/* 
Aikeffed, " £>• Adamsi, Ef^\ To9kis^ 

•* amrt^ Cbamery-^laney L^ndM^* 



frntm 



Jtir. Jttof-ney Gtnimh The next letter I offer in Evidence fe 
dsted Tolbooth, the 24^1 of January, I794> fro^n Margarot to 
Hardy, ^ ^Uhrch I read for the purpofs of fhewing there were 
armed aflbciafions propofed. 

^. Jchn GurntlL I found this paper in Mn Hardy's houfe^ ' 

(It was read,) 
\Vide Hardfs Trialy v.gI i, fagej^Oi^l :i 
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Mu Attorney General I will now produce a letter of Mr, 
Tbelwall's, who your Lordfliip recolle£b is alfo an ailbciated 
member oi the Conftitutional Society} and I produce it for the 
purpofe of having a pafTage in if read relative to the Add^efs 
of the 20th of January, of the London Correfponding Society; 
faaYing before read the letter by which that Addrefs was com* 
municated by Hardy,, the Secretary, of the London Correfponding 
Society, to Adams, the Secretary of the Conftitutional Socie^ ; 
and haying read the entry of the 24th. of January, 1794, which 
Aates, that " the moft excellent Addrefs of the London Cgr- 
*^ reiponding Society was approved of by the Conftitutional 
^ Society." I have taken the liberty of mentioning thus much 
becaufe I underftand in the laft trial, in my abfence« this letter 
was not read, your Lordftiip thinking it was not evidence.-rl 
concieve that it is evidence, and I beg leave to offer it. 

Mr. Gihbs. Mr. Tooke defires me to make no Qbje<9Ioa 
to it. 

The Reverend Richard ff^illiamSy (fworn.) 

Mr. Solicitor GeneraL Look at that letter^ (Jiiwing'it U tbi 
witnefs.)'^Do you know whofe hand-writing it is ? 
A I believe the fignature to be Mr. ThelwallY 
^ Did you ever fee Mr» TbelwaU write ? 

Mm ies« •> 

{It was read.) 

«* DEAR JACK, 

^ I fend you three dozen of fongs, cofnes of either of which 
**' I would have you give to whoever may a(k for them Aat is 
^ likely to fing them; I believe at this time they may do a 
^^ great; deal of good, if well difteminated : I have pnnted th«e« 
^ thou&nd of each ; they fell like vrfldfire. 

^ I iend you alfo a little pamphlet, containing an extnft iiom 
^ a fpeecl) of mine, for publiifhing which the bookieller is notr 
^ m Newgate, ai^ is to be tried for fedition; t fknA you alfo a 
<( copy of the indictment; (hew them about. to your friends, 
^ they will illuftrate one of the fongs* 

VoJuL X •« You 



». • m 
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** You win alfo receive feveral copies of Addrefles publiflied 

* bj the London Correfponding Society; one of them was 

* drawn up by mjrfeMi the other is partly the work of Horne 
^ Tooke, and partly of the Citizen who has figned it as Chair- 
*^ man : we had above a thoufand people allembled to pais diefe 
^ refoludons ; it was a glorious day— ^ day of triumi^ to li- 
^ berty, td which Britain will hereafter owe a confiderable part 
•* of her happinefs* 

^ I was Chairman at the dinner, and I afliire you I gave 

* them fome fine toafts. — Ah, ^ ira, 9a ira,' ^ ira ! 

^ Give fome copies of the refolutions to Samplbn Read 
^ Fountain; and, in fliort, fpread diem about as much as you 
<' can; i have diftributed above fifteen hundred with my own 
« hand, 

^^ London is not the only place diat is alive, Scotland is fiiH 
^ of liberty boys — Sheffield, Norwich, Manchefter, and heaps 
^ of places the fame ; in fliort, I believe die Country will not 
^ be humbugged any longer; and that, before half of the next 
" compaign is over, the wife men of Gotham will be obliged 

* to call back tiieir troops from the triumphant Republic of 
«* France, and grant us our RrbHTs. 

« Adieu, Citizen Jack, I can think of nothing but politics; 
" pray, when you have any advice to give me, do it plump and 
^ open, without any apology, it is the duty of friends to fpeak 
^ their minds without reftraint ; and remember I am the advo« 
•* cate of equality and peVfe£l freedom. 

. « Your's, 

" L tbeLwXll/' 

** I Tehd'you alfo fome refolutions paflTed at l^orwfch, an8 a 
^ Scotch ndvipaper, in which yo\x will find the trial' of our 
« Dplegate^ Margarot ; Gerald, our other Delegate,^ an<i Sln- 
''*^ clair, Dflegate of another patriotic Society, fet off latt 'hight 
• ** to be tried, caftj and fentenced to trahfportation alfo; 6ut 
^ patriots difdain to ftoop before oppreffioa, and fet tjr/antjs and 
« tyranny ^t defiance/* • 

Addrcffed ^ Citizen Jack ^eHdmr 

* * Mr, 



f(.3P7 ,) 
„Mt. Murney G^mraL I Ihall next read, an entry fr^m Aa 
.. Conftiti^tional Society's book, relative to the mode in which j^e 
Society at Sheffield keep public h&% 

. {X^t/aflming entry was read from the books of the Sqchty^for 

Canflitutional Information.) 

« At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
^ tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Sttand, Friday, 
•* 2ift March, i794». 

/«; PRESENT, 

^ Rev. Mr. Joyce, in thte Chaif* 

« Mr. Tooke, Mr. Thompfon^ Mr- Hull, Mr. Sharpe, Mr* 
^ Kyd, Mn Wan]le,i JMr».Aflunore, Mr. Fitzgerald,. Mr. 
« Stark) Mr*. Beck, .Air.. F^wcett, Mr. ChatfieW^.Mo HOl- 
^ ctokf Mn Jennings, .Mr. John Williams, Mc« Bicbter. 

^ Refolved unanimdufl}r, That the Secretary of this Society 
** be dire£ted to write to the Friends of Peace and - Reform at 
^ Sheffield, and to aflufe them that this Society views with 
^ pleafure their fteady exertions to obtain a £iir reprefentation of 
^* the people of Great Britain in Parliament, and the proper 
^ methods which they have taken to employ ufefully thofe days 
^ which may be appointed for public iafts/' 

^\ Refidyed unai^moufly, That this refolution be publiihed in 
^ the newfpapers.'* 

^ Refolved mianimoufly. That this motion, when printed, be 
•* tranfmitted to the Society of the Friends of Peace and Reform, 
« at Sheffield.'* - • . 

** Refolved, that the anniverfery dinner of tins Society be 
^ held on Friday, the 2d of May, at the Crown and Anchor 
«* Tavern, Strand.*' 

*^ Refolved, That Citizen Wharton be requefted to take the 
•^ chair on that day.'* 

« Refolved, That Citizens Thompfon, Chatfield, Wardfc, 
^ and W. Sharpe, be requefted to accept the office of ftewards 
^ on that day." 

^ They being prefent accepted of die* laid-offioe." 

Xa Mr. 



. . ( 3«* ) " 

Mr. Attoruiy General. I read that entry becaufe 1 fliall pre* 
fently oiFer to your Lordfbip in evidence what Was done at 
Sheffield upon die public h&. 

{^€ fiUawing entry was read from the hois of the Society fir 

Conftitutional Information.) 

•* At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
^ tion at die Crown and Anchor Tavern, Friday, March 28th, 

« 1794." 

{Vidi Hardfs Trials vol. 2. page 105.] 



Mr* Attotmy General I dont (tnd die W6rd Citizen in the 
book before die 21ft of March, i794« I will now call Mr. 
Maclean to prove the finding in Mr. Adam&^s pofleffion a letter 
from Mr. Hardy, ftating the nafties of thofe members whom 
they delegated tm the Conftitutional Society, according to the 
laft order, to invite diem to fend to this Socie^ next Friday a 
delegation of fonie of dkeir members. 

Mr. Tbrnqs Maclean. I found this paper in the pofleffion pf 
Mr. Adams. * 

(It was read*) 

^ CITIZEN, « April %dy 1794.- 

'^ I am dire£led to fend to the Society for Conftitutional In- 
^ formation the following refolutions of the Committee of the 
** London Correfponding Society, April 3d, 1794.** 

« Refolved, That Matdiew Moore, John Baxter, John Thel- 
" wall, Richard Hodgfon, and John Lovett, members of this 
" Sbciety, are appointed to hold a conference with fuch mem- 
** hers of the Society for Conftitutional Information as they 
" fliall think fit to appoint, at feven o'clock to*morrow even- 
« ing, the 4th April.'* 

. « THOMAS HARDY, Secretary." 

Addrefled, « £>• Jdams^ Secretary to 
« the Society for Conjiitutionai Information'* 

{Tba 
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* M r 

{T^he JolWwing entry was read from the keei of the S'ociety for 

Conjiitutional Information.) 

<^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informationi 
^ ^% the Crown and Ancfapr Tavern, Str^uyl, Friday, April 49 

[Ftde H^rdfi Trials vol. 2. p^ngf lOSJ 
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Mr. yohn QumelL I found this paper in Mr^ Hardy^s pol&f'* 

Mr. Attorney General. This iff a paper found in the pofleffio 
of Mr. Hardy, but it feems neceflary I fhould prove it to be his 
hand-writing ; it appe^i^ from the book, your Lordfhip obferves, 
that he was prefent oh the 4th of April, 1794; this paper ftates 
Vrhat pailed upon the 4^ of Apnli 

Alexander Grant (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Solicitor Generak 

^ Look at that paper^^Hcan you teU whofe hwd'^writing it 
is? 

y£ I cannot^ I never iaw this before ; I cannot fwear to ^ 
hand-writing. 
. ^ Whpfe handrwriting do yojx believe it to be ? 

A. I cannot fay— rl ^, not knpw that I ever iaw it. 

^ Do you know Thcxmas H^dyf 

A. Yes, very well. 

^ Did you ever fee him write ? 

A. Frequently* 

^ Now look at ^f paper, and fay who^ hand-writing you 
believe it to be ? 

A. I cannot fay. 

^ Do you believe it to. be tus hand'^^^ting? 

A. I cannot fwear ^at it is his band*writing i if I faw his nam^:, 
I could tell better. 

Lord Chief JuftUt Eyre, You have fecn him write ? 
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J. Yes. 

Lord Chief yu/f!ci Eyre* Frcpi the knowledge you' lia^ ac- 
quired of bis manner of writing, do you or not believe tbat to be 
bfs hand-writing ? 

' A. It IS To different from whit T bkvfc fdtfnbiffdre oFhislMa- 
writing, that I do not believe it is his. 

Mr. Attornej 'Oenerah I Wi(h' to apoli^iae to your LonUhip 
for this examination— the witnefs fwore to it before. 

Grant. I (aid dien I could not fwear to it 

• Lord Cbtifytf/lice Eyre* The'quefKori pdt to you'is-i-J|(rtie- 
dier, Irom having feen Hardy write, you have fuch a knowle^^ 
of his manner of writing, as to be abllb^ to forma belief, tfastf it it 
hishaAd-wrieing*o]^ not? 

. A* IcaniioClay &atit is'his'hiifid-'Writing^ fort did not fee him 
write it 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre* You.oDight .to know that is not the 
queftion alked you--«you are not afked, whether he did in fed 
write It or no, but wliether you bdieve» from the knowledge 
you have of his hand-writing^ that it is his hand-writing or not? 

A. There is a fimilarity of hand. 

Mr.SJlititor G enet of.' Yon' \x2iv€^id that* you dott'^bdieve 
it to be his— «do you abide by that or not ? 
' Jt: I teg fo fecit at it agalrf^ft i^ ^crfaiffly Hke ht» fcadlwrit- 
ing, but I cannot fwear to it. 

^ You hive tdld tfie Jdr^ t'feaV ybti do itot b>Ii^e it to be 
bis hand~I itt* f6\ij whether ybii abid^ by flSat aniFitef ? 

A. I cannot fwear that it i^ Kfe A^d-Mrritirig ; thifrfi Brk fimi- 
larity, 

^. Youmuft tell us, whether j'6^' ^«ide 8^ MtfC ^ (kW— 
you told the Jury you did not believe it; do yrfu fij^fiSft ag^; 
fecaufi; a ydiido, rr is very wefi J yoA \mk fright ft) jftdgefor 
yourfelf, 

Mr* Tooke* It will be very difficult for him tO HaX^ fcy his 
opinion ; for he )nak &!(! l^^tK ways ; tfiat Y^Sii i)6Sfev6 k tbbe 
Jimilar, 4rid that he did hot f 6ut \fe do riot <9BJe3 ; I hkve no 
i^bjecUo^ to Mr. Attorney General's difcredffii^ fi\k diMi evi^ 

teke, 
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^ehcC) but I have no obje£tionto adimt this as evidence^andlo 
the ^p^rs being put in. , ' ' " ' • 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, I cannot do thaf ; I omit, fee t&at 
is admitted is evidence to M^icb no obje£lipn ocqurs to 



•» * » • 



Grant lean only fay, it is very likj the hand- writing of Mr. ^ 
Hardy; I cannot fwear to it. _^ ,. . . ^ 

Afr^ Attorney General. I will now read an entry from the book 
of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ o^ the iith •of 
April, 1794. • ^ _ 

(It ufbs read.) 
[Fide Hardfs Trials vol 2, page 1O9.] 



Mr. Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in the pc^effioaof* 
Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Attorney General. This paper is 'a rough draft of part of 
the refolutions of the nth of April, 1794. I will call Mr. 
Wcodfall to prove whole hand- writing is in It. 

^. {to Mr. William Woodfall.) Whole hand-writing do you 
believe this to be ? - 

A. I am a ftranger to the hand- writing of the fiibftance of the 
paper; but there are interlineations of the word ** Society^— -in 
two places, which I believe to be Mr. Home Tooke's writ- 
ing. : " "\ ' 

^ Is diere another interlineation of a few words, which have 
beeii ftriiclc out again ? ^ ' 

A. Yes ; but I cannot fpeak to die hand-writing. . . ' . 

Jl^f Tdoke. 1 believe I have written the word " Society'* here. 



twice. 



Mr. Solicitor General.. Mr. Shelton, you will read this paper^ 
andypu'wul take notice, that there is a word with a Uh^'drawri 

^uri(f a:;' -^ ■-•'■'* ^•' ■' • -,-.,• 

(The rough draft was read) 



> > 



?'4 Mr-^ 
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Mr. Tocke. Mr. Solicitor Genera}, ifyou wlH^giveme I«avc,.anA 
.1' believe you will Axuk it very proper, by the evidence jouliave 
produo^ fbr me to explain this paper ; and I hope I do not do 
wrong 10' point It out to yoa«-«iny^ memory helps me in this re* 
fyc&i and, widitetertdenee which you have heard, enables me 
to layi that this, is plainly a very idle bufmefs^ done to ikvetbe 
Secretary troubl e ■ ,- 

Mr. Jtt^ney General I fhbuld bcforrytoiMerfupt i^ *- 



l^erd Chief yufiice Myre^ This is obfervarioh i^xiti 
oenee* 

Mr. To9ie. Your Lordfhtp will f^ it i» not obfcrvation 



■***• 



Mr. Attorney General. It gives me great paift to interpbfe 
but that cannot be permitted to come from a Gentleman becaufe- 
be takes an active part in his own caufe, which Aodkl'^Ut die 
meuih of his CounfeK 



•« -, J* 



-f? 



Mr. Gibhs. As to the Gentleman himfdf takiifli^*t part 'te tbiis 
ciiufe, it is utteriy impofSble for any Counfet to polTefthiimfelf of 
tbiscaufe, 

Mr. Attorney General I am fure I can rely ^^9 thecaiK 
dour of Mr* Gtbbs, fo far as to do me juftiee''^^*the^fiCiiauon 
in< which I ftand-->-if he will inform me, thaty' in- bis ju^gsient^ 
there is Ae Icaft degree of impropriety in'-my'Bfiel^poliiig) I will 
not intarpofe again during the whole of the €^uie« ' '* - 

Mr. Gibbs. tcertainljr never will give my ju(^mentup<m any 
impropriety of yours ■ ■ ^ 

Mr., To9ie^ If the Attorney General vrill pleafe td'tdt his eye 
upon this paper, he will itnd I am not making bbfeitatiotl^ or 
doing any thing improper«-^he will fee that words,, which were 
evidently taken fi\)m this paper, have been read as a part of it, 
which ought not to have been read as a part of it $ and I am 
going to iexplain how it happened, that this difficulty arofi>-— 
I am not going to make exception to any diing that pailed, but 
Aat, in a paper the Clerk has read, words have been read VnQjC 
improperly in him) which make no part of the paper-^ere ale 
two ways of erafing from any writing, that which you don't 
n^ean ihall make a part of it— -one is, by ftriking your • pen 
through the word you meab to erafe^-^another is, by encircling 

it 
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it widi a liBe; this is enctrded, and yet it js read as -if it ,m» 
part of this paper-^you might as well read the er^ure of a papef ; 
that is erafed one way, as die erafure of a ^paper that is eraiej 
another way-^this is the only thing I was going, to remark, ty> 
fliew you, that this was an erafure,; 4in4 haw.it .happened, . ,< 

JL,$rd Chief Juftw Eyre. This is iiot a proper time %0'. ^ 
thafr-^buf your ob&rvation upon reading i^ if. it appears to yo«i. ; 
not to have been properly read, is faii: and . right— ^bccaufc i( . 
pugfat to be properly read~*you iay there . app^«r to be words 
ftruck out^ and other words put in over, don't you \ and^yoit 
conceive the wqrds put in over ought not to be read. . j 

Mr* Tookt^ Not 
^ Lord Chitf y If/lice ^yn. The paper is to be read as it is ^ . 
and if dlif^ are words that are ftruck out, and other words, pu^ 
in; or, if there are words put in in parts, without ftrikic^ put 
tbe oAer 1iwd% yet the whole of thci paper muft be read, and 
muft be (een, and then i% will be/or the judgipent of the Jury^ 
what is the real paper taken altogether, and which cannot be de- 
termined properly by any body but the Jury. 

Mr^Jntmtf CsmraL Your Lordibip will permit me to put 
the Court iA miod, that Mr. Solicitor General, wt^n he put the 
paper itil»^ hands of Mr. Sbeltou, defiredhini to .take notice 
where there wat a word with a line drawn round it. . 
. Litui Ctirfjijjltui ^n. Tbe paper i$ to be read, and with 
that word (cored att round it—whether that word ought .to be*. 
tekm H. ptft of the contents of tbe paper, or ought not to be 
takenas-part of the contents of the paper, will be for the judg*- 
ment of :die Juiy* 

Mu jHor^ef QemraL I only wi(h now to fay, by way of es^* 
plaining mjrfelf, that I defire to have the fad. known to .yqur, 
Xai4(bip and the Jury, what words were fcored round, w;ithout 
fiiying,' in this ftageof the caulej that I have any obfervatipn to 
iBflke. upon that &&, but I wifhed to have that h(k afcer- 
latnedw . 

- Mr^ Sbdton^ \ mentioned^ as I read the paper, that the words 
ivere fcored round* 

One 



(. 31*, ) 
One pf'tbi Jury. We (M ^ glad to underSand what worife 
art fa>red round. 

^ {The pdper handed to the fury,) 

Mr. To^ke. By the very queilion of the Jury I am per- 
fcfXkj £uisfied tbat.v4iat I was going to (ay would have been 
lAfiil to Mr. AttcMrney General^ to the Courts and on ^very fide, 
and it was not meant by way of obfervation.' c.^i .. ! . 

Lmrd Chief JuJUce Eyre* If tt is now to e^iplfiir. die aq|- . 
p^etnpcc of the paper> that certainly is breaking in upon iheir* 

Jlfr, Tooke^ I fubmit to your Lordfbip, that it. is na'fildi 
thing, and if Mr. Attorney Genbral ha^.'not ni£Q[a|^n tirjr ob- 
jeft, i ihould in one minute hs^ve fa^^ecfaU tbi^ time^^tlititfa is 
tof chief cbjed* Your Lordfliip N^s^ beforc^^ydtt^^d p8it>ers 
inSeadof one. I am not making ^ibfervatSbncriQ^^dMtsfeAadiGins^ 
except for the advantage of th'e Attorntfy^'Geneial 'and the 
Court, and I believe I am not br6^»ng in upott -^ny fiddbf .lawr; 
I did it merely to iave time^ lor it i^ no- objIjdb'tb^eM^ \9y in. 
6i8ty two papers — rt is a report of^the GabttnUt^^Mld^ reG>- 
Idtionof die Society. Byenctrctifigt^^word^^toC/ra/lftfiuWith 
aUne, that copy ferves for two copies. *WiAr-'tik('wt)i4 Con- 
vention itty it is the report <^ the Committed — ^Wfth'the woxA 
Convention imty it is the reCblution of -th^SidcifSt^rHUai was all 
I' was going to lay. " • • ^ *"*V 

Lord Chief JuJHce Eyre. There i^ no fckt of ^c*^6Uoil to 
jour explanation, but' that it is exptanation \^ Oi)fervatioa 
upon the evidence^ and therefore fhould havp loade pact of 
joiir cafe } but I agree that your obfeiwation is -feicy and probably 

• • • • - 

n well-founded. 
' Mr^ Attorney General This mode of* eooduAfaig a cauft 
ihakes it necefiary for me to go perhaps a Utile out of order too. 
i meant, by calling your Lordthip's attention to thofe words, 
being fcored round, to apprize the Court of the fa£t. I £iy no 
more now, than tiiat I have a* great deal to obfarve upon that 
very fe^ 

Lord 



(I PS ); 

Lord Chief Jifflkt Eyre. I ha^e'no doubt at^att ihatfiu 
have, it is certainly open to obfervation. 

Mr. Solictor GeneroL I am now. going to produce a lettes 
of the loth of April, 1794, from Hardy, which is mentioned in 
diat minute. 

:^ (to Mk Mdclean,) Where did pu find that paper ? 

j/. In the pofleflion of Mr. Adams, 

^ (to Alexander Grant,) You fay you have feen Mr. Hardy 
^fct^ ; look at the fignature to diis letter, and tdl menriiether it 
irf hishand-writing ? 

J. I believe it is. 

[^A Letter fi-Mi Thonuts Hardy^ ta Daniel Jdamt^daUd the iQtb 

of Aprily 1794, read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trialy voL 2. page lio.j 



Mr: SoHciior General This 1& a printed cinuijaii letter of the 
Eondbn Cotteiponding Society, which was foundm the poflcffion 
of * Mr. SniftQ at Norwi<*. 

Mr. James Waljh. I found this ptinted \em» ia thr pofleffii)» 
of Mr, Saint, at Norwich. 



\ t 



^Circular Letter^ Ji^ned Thomas Hardy^ ^^o^*X 
[Vide. Hardj^' s Trials v$L 1. ^^^^4^4*] 



* Mrl Ahamey GenehiklA^^ ia a bimdlcr pf tfae^ Cu&« pap^rH 
I (hall call Mr. Lauzun to prove where he found dieppii^ ? ^ 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found thefe papers In Mr. Hardy'a 
llou{e. 

Mr. Attorney General. Tarn now going to read ^ letter which 
was found in. the cuftodyof the fakl Mr. Hatdy, frcMii Alexander 
Mitchell, Secretary to the Society at Strathaven, ftating that 
he had received a circular letter refpe£Hng a Britifh Convention 
tb be held in England, and tbitt they had appointed a Ddi^ato 
ialttendit 

* 3 Mr. 
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; Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found thi» paper in Mr% Hard^s 

I 

\LetUr from Alexander Mitchell^ to Thomas Hardy^ dated 
Strathaven^ gth ofjpril, I794> i"^aJ.) 

IFidi Hardy's Trialy vol. U pafe 406.] 



Mf.Attomtj Geturah The Norwich Societ}s your Lordihip 
VBOolIe^) was aflbciated with the Conftitutioivil Society. I 
lliall now prove that they caine to a rcfolutioQ to fend Delegates 
ft^ the Britiih Convention as foon as called for. 
' J^. {t9 Mr. IFalJb.) Where did yoii find this book I 

jt At Mr. Saint's, at Norwich. 

{The following entry was read from thefaid hok,) 

" Monday^ February 2J^h^ 1794* 
• ^ At a General Meeting of Ddegatei, held at Yofiifi Ce^, 
. ^ . It was umMiimottfly jceiojvedi That one or moM DekgaKies 

^ ibould be fent to the next general Convention^ ib jfboii a$ G%Ue4 

^ ibr by our London Correfpondents^" 



Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to read a letter dated 
April the 24th^ I794i from Briftol, to Ae London Correfpond- 
ing Society, relative to this objeA of calling a General Con- 
Tention. 

Air. .John GumelL This paper I found in the pofleffioa of 
Mr. Hardy. • . 



* I 



{Letter from the Brijiol Conjiitutlonal Society to Thomas Hardy^ 
^ dated the 24/A of Aprily 1794, r^ad.) 

{Fide Hardy's Trials vol. ;^, page 409,] 



9 

, Mr. Attorney G^nfral. The iKXt is a letter from the Society: 
at Newcaftle, to Hardy, dated the 24th of April, 1 7949 whi<^ 
. . 2 defires 
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defires an anfwer to be dire£led to James Smithy Joiner, to Ae 
care of Mr. Hunter, Publican, Butcher Bank. I will call Mr. 
Ournell to protre in whofe pofleffion.he found Ais letter^ and then 
I will read the anfwer to it 

Mr. John GurnelL I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(Letter iated Ke-jJcaJiU-upon-Tyne^ l^h Aprils I794» addrejfed 
Mr, Harding^ No. 9, or 19, Piccadilly ^ London.) 

[fide Hardy*s Trials vol. I. page 407.J 



Air. Attorney General. Here is a paper which has indoriedl 
upon Ac back of it — ^* Copy of an anfwer to Newcaftle-upon- 
« Tync, addrefled to John Smith,'* &c. 

Mr. John Gurnell. I found this paper in the pofleflion of Mr. 
Hardy. 

Mr. Attorney General. I read this paper to prove that this is m 
communicatioit of their intention relative to a Conventions 
and likewife it is a declaration under the hand of Thomas 
Hardy, that the Committee of Correfpondence and Co-operation^ 
which yourLordfliip fees had been appointed upon Aexithbf 
April, met twice a week. 

(Anfiver dated the \Ji of May j 1794', t0 the letter from New* 
caJile-upon'Tyniy dated April the 24/A, 1794, read.) 

[fldi Hardfs Trial, vol. i. page 408.] , 



Mr. Attorney General. I will now prove a letter, fron^ the 
Secretary of the Sheffield Conftltutional Society, which wys. 
found in the poiTeifion of Mr. Thelwall, whom your Lordlhip 
will recoUeft to be pne of the Conunittee of Correfpondence and 
Cooperation. It ftates the proceedings of a meeting in the 
open air at Hallifiuc, of perfons from Leeds, Wakefield, Hudders- 
field and Bradford, to confider on the meafures to. be adopted'pre-* 
paratory to a General Convention, and defiring the diredliohs of 
the-Lond^Correfponding Society. 
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Mr. WtUiam TTinu^ (Cvocn*) 

•Mti William Tims4 I found this pa:per on the perlbn of Mr» 

Thelwall. 

{Letter dated Sheffield^ May tltby I794> Jigf^td TFilUam Broom* 
heady Secretary^ read.) 

iPtde Hardy's Trial, vol I- page 41 3. j 



Mr. Attorney General I am now going to prove .on caRfry in 
the account book Mr. Adams ipoke of upon &e i4tfa of March, 
179^--" Cafli paid Thelwall, by order, » fix guineas." Your 
liordihip reeoUedls, Ihat I have' proved the addrefs of the 2odi 
of January; 1 am going to explain that evidence by a fhort 
letter of Mr. Thelwall's, found in the cuftody of Mr. Adams, 
tfa^ fubftance of which letter is, that he fends for a lift of the 
inembers of die Society for Conftitutional Infproiatia% at the 
xequeft of Citizen Tooke, and at the xcqueft of. the iame^he 

*^ defires fix guineas, which is the fum mentioned in this book to 
be paid to him for printing the laft 2500 . Addrefles. 

Mr. Thonuts Maclean. I found this paper in the poi&ffion of 

«4Ir«. Adams. 

(The following extra£f -was^ read fr<fm « hook containing the ge* 
neral receipts and dijburfements of the Society for Conftitutiond 

Information.) 

> ■• • 

'<« Friday, I4dx March, 1 794,, cafli paid Thelwall, by ordpTi 
' «* fix guinfeis." 



(The letter was read.) 

« CITIZEN, 

« Be kind enough, to let my boy, have a diili of jdjie Society 
^ for Conftitutionai Information .(at th^ f^gqeft. of Q^^en 



( 3^9 ) 
^ Tooke) when I fend him to-morrow ; alfo, by die Aqueft 
^ of fame, &x gvamsn for printing the h& 2500 Addrefles, '&c 

^ Yours, 

« L THELWALW 
Addreffed <^ Mr. Z), Jdams.'' 

jl^r. Attorney General I have read, out of the ConftiCudoQal 
Society's book, a refolution of the 21ft of March, 1794, 'iifhich 
i^jjithefe ^ords-^-" Refolved unanimoufly. That the' Secretary 
** of this Society be direfted to write to the Friends of Pedcc 
^ and Reform at Sheffield, and to afliire them that this Society 
^ views with pleafure their fteady exertions to obtain a fair 
^ reprefentation of the people in parliament^ and the )>|'oper 
^ methods which diey have, taken to employ nfefully \tho(e 
^ days which may be appointed for public fafts/' I. will 
now call a witnefs to prove his finding, in the pofleffion of Mr*. 
Hardy^ an account of the proceedings upon the Faft-day at 
Sheffield, together with a refolution of the Correfpondtng Sopi^ 
etyy and a refolution of the Conftitutional Society, prinCtd to- 
gether. 

Mr. Edward Laui&un* This is one of the books I rfoimd i^ 
Mr. Hardy's boufe. 

(It was riad.) 
{Vide Hardy's Trialy vol. 2. page 219.] 



fVUliam Brofimheadj (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr» Law* 

'i^ Wfereyod * ttiember of the ConftittitiOnal ^Society at 
Sheffield? 

* jT. Yes, 

• 'J^. /Were |!^^Sk*«ta#y tl^ 
A. Yes, for about five months. 

'-^ Voa tiirt* iKnSfc^"^ to^'the ttWW I be- 

lieve? 

Jff J CSf 
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. Ai Yes, ^en I was taken up. 

^ Did you know a perfim of the name of Yorke, odienfrife 
called Redhead ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did he attend the meetings of that Society ? 

A. Frequently he did attend. 

^ Was Yorke a fettled inhabitant of Shcflkld, or only an 
occafional comer there ? 

A, Only occafional. 

j^. Do you remember a meeting hdd on die Caftle HiU al 
Sheffield ? 

A. Yes. 

4^ When was that? 

A. I was at that meeting. 

j^ I believe it was on the yth of April \ 

A. Yes, I was at that meeting. 

j^. Do you remember having any converlatioti tinth Ybiite^ 
pridr to that meeting, in which the bufinefs of diat meeting was 
arranged between you, Yorke, and any other perfon ? 
' if. I do recolle£^ a meeting of that fert, but I do not recoi- 
led all the particulars that might be difcourfed upon* 

^. Was Gsde prelent at that meeting f 

A. Yes. 

j^. Were there any body but Gale, Yorke, and you at that 
meeting r 

A. I think thefe might b6 feveral more, burl do not recoUeft 
particularly their names. 

J^. You are an aflbciated membeTf I believe^ of the Oonfti* 
tutional Society in London ; are you not ? 

A. I fuppdfe I was ibmetime \mk* 

' j^. What was fettled to be done at ^ «e^ti«g QQ tf^e Caftk 
Hill, which was to be held upon the 7^1 of April ? 

A. The refolutions were dr»Wn upf andit was agrM dot an 
addre(s, or the fubftincoof lAit waa iobo dilivofed dKre^ fliouM 
be wrote by Mr. Yorke. 
. ^. Was any addreft to ParKwitat ayodi to be propofed? 

A. No,, to die King, 

i^ Was 
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^ VftA tfittM Uity i^rttment tiOf^ix^ die p9p$ki^ kiy 

A, Tli&i m^toii ym Hiad^ but it viM neptAifHi, 

^ Was there no arrangemen between ycmi Yorke^ AhA 
Gale refpeaihg te Jie^ting ihlit maftimy prior W tbf ^mii ^ 
its being made ? 

,ill lt^iH« fe ftillell)! butlkfldiidVoiceUiitk 

^. Between whom was it fettled that there fhould be a pti^ 
poiition at this meeting made for addreffing Parliament} aMd Siat 
Hfd pH9fl9MM ikoidd Wf iiC|pidVeri whed naidsf • • - 

A. There were Yorke and Gale^ but I fiippdfe ftot w»r 
ftfCdeid^ m k w«» Jelorinifiecl td petitfon fli6 iiang* 

^ You fay it was fettled between Yorke and Gak^ tltW fiicH' 
a propofition ihould be made^ alicl IhoiiU bfe nqj^yod ? 

-^. YeSk 

j^ WJiow^toinAediitinolMi? 

^. They order«i i^ to Hiake tbe iridtioif ibr addrdfiiigf Fkr-* 

^. Did you aftdrwardsr at riw meeting heM m die yOi cf ' 
April, in confequence of this agreement, make AIM M>tfOil? 

-rf. I did. 

i^. Do you racblieft trlM wdiM die tariiiB of die moddn Aat 
you made? 

A^ That a pttrdM iboiild be di^i»it ii^ tz> di^ Houfe df Cdm^ 
mons, praying for a Reform in the R e p uCmmri o h of the P^opfcL 

^. Upon your making that motion^ wfat ptfM ntfiongft Aq 
people aflembled ? 

4^. DM any body fecoiftFk ? 

if. No, I think it was not feconded, to* diO bieft of m^ r^I« 
le£lton it wa$^ not. 

^. In what manner was that motion received by die perlbns 
aifeQd>led, witb applaufe, or difapfM'obation, or howf 

A* The people in. fuch meetings generally wait for the coun^ 
tenance of the leaders of the meedag very frequendy. 

J^. I aik you what pafled \ how was your motion received 7 ^ 
Vol. I. Y A I 



• .^. I do not redolleft that there was either approbatioti or dif- 
approbation fhewn by the people themfelves, but it. was oppofed, 
I fuppofe, previous, or rather before they might iheW either 
their approbation or diiapprobation. 

^ And not being (econded it fell to the ground ? 

jtm X es* 

^ And . that had been previoufly fettled betweieti Gale and 
Yorke? 

j£ Yes* 

J^. Do you rem^ber the fpeedi that was made «^»6ji that 
occafion by Yorke ? 

J. I remember he did make a Speech, but I cannot recoUedk 
the fttbftance of it. 

^ Was diat fpeech publiflied i . . 

jf. It was. 

J^. {to Mr. Maclean,) Where did you find this paper i 
^A. I found it in the pbflcffion of Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Law, {to William Bromhead.) Did you (end any num*- 
her of theie printed pamphlets to Mr. Adams \ 

A. Yes, in a box. 

^ By whofe orders ? 
' A. The perfims that conferred about the meeting* 

^. By Yorke and Gale? 

A. Yes, aiid others; I fent them to Mr. Hardy. 

J^. To Adams — ^wasitnot? 
' A^ I might fend to both. 

{ExtraSls nad from a printed pamphlet^ entitUdj PrgceeSngs of 
the Public Meeting hid at Sheffield^ in the spen air^ on the 
^^th of Aprils 1794.) 

\yide Hardfs Trials vol. 2. page 188.] 
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Wiliiam BroomheaJj 
Crofs-examined by Mr, Oibbs. 

^. You were one of this Society at Sheffield I 

A* YeSt • 

4^ Had your Society any views of overturning the Govecd* 
ment by force ? 

A* No; not that I know of* 

J^. Had any of thofe, whom you were acquainted widi) any 
idea of overturning the Government by force I 

A. None, that I know of. 

^ Had they any idea^ or intention, of attacking the perfon 
or charader of the King, in this Conftitution 2 

A. No ; they had not. 

i^ How were they aiFe£i:ed to the King I 

A As well as any people in England. 

^ Had they any intention of overturning the Houfe o£ 
Itorisiy or of breaking in upon their authority in the State i 

A. No 5 not to my knowledge. 

i^ Had any^ whom you knew^ of the Society, any fuch inr- 
tentions ? 

A» No; not to my knowlec^e^ 

1^. None that you knew, of courfe,, had I 

A No. 
' ^ What was the obje£l of the Society ? 

A. A Reform in the democratical part of the Britiih Coafti- 
tion. 

j^ What do you mean by the democratical part i 

A. The reprefentative part In the Houfe of Commons. 
. ^. Your only obje£l, then, was a Reform in that Houfe of. 
Parliament ? . 

A, It is all that I know of. 

^: You know of no other views in any of the Societies ? 

A. I know of no ocher views in any of the Societies. 

^ Was it the intent, of any you knew in this Society, to 

obtain even that end by force ? 

A* None that I know of. 

Y 2 milim 
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He^xamined by Mr* L0W* 

^ When k watt agrw4 iteft Acjr fliovU aol pttidm P^-^ 
liament, but your motion, for that purpofe, was to be n^tived, 
dUl JQU apprehend tbea that tbii KsSmm vm to be cAi^^inei bj 
the medium of Parliament ? 

>f. That was fettled amongft a rocy kn pirfcD% ai 1 %okc 

of he&ifr* 

^ Do you apprdMaiA tkat t»i Iwre bee» *» fkfeA rf Ar 
pcrfons by whom it was fettled, namdy^ Yorbej Giak^ and J^wr- 
1^ toobtain ittlifoug^ ihe oMadiuni of ParHamcttt? 

J. If any per£w» had tiboft evil Tiew$» it mas nekoomm li 
me } and I am certain to the major part of fte Society i if there 
Were any individual*,, cither YodoB^ Gafc^ or vtf o^iei^ it was 
unknown to us ; but defiBictiix was frntk tot tlieBt indiccrdadiig 
and eoiidudiiig difi aSaka of die Sodislyv 

^ WfaatwasiyottricafiMifiirbctng a factjriadis fliaKite- 

tion? 

A. Thc^ ane wHsy nie% bcfidd mxy ibafrase wt G^>ett in 
Law and Government, and yet may agree with the horidft ww 
of their friends^ or thofe they look tipoa at thdr feie?idi^ oanfi- 
dering them as fuperkif ia aMhrrftaoding^ to ihemfclrcsj I was 
Secretary, and therefore it became my office more Aatt my 
choice. 

^ Ta ma&e fliaito motddcsH^anfiaefe my qucftidn^ wfa}{ you 
was a party t^ that fham motion ? 

J. I was a pailire pccsfen^ as being Senet^rj, andzeeeiviag a 
fmall allocwancse on that account ^ X was pafiiee ioillttt parttcalar, 
and was fre(|ucnify told t6at I had no right tD giveaogr ieataneltts. 

^ Do you know where Gale is gone ?. 

A I do not. 

^ You have not feea or. heard any tUmg of lusk lately {' 

A I have-not* 

A^, Jiijllu LctivrencA. What wflire you fK^pmAj tM ? 

A. I have been oppofed giving my aptHtQuanii&ntifneaft-aUiv 
as being Secretary^ I have been told thus that IfaadL noj-ightr 

- Gtorgi 
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Gf^rpf IFiddifiiii (fwoni) 

Examined by Mr» Law. 

Jf • Were you ^ member of Ae Conftltutional Society, at 
Sheffield? 

A. Yes. 

^. When did you become a member of that Society ? 

A' It IS better than two years ago, • ■ • , 

^ Of what particular pivifion were you a member of in 
tliat Society ? 

A. We were not in Divifions at that time. 

J^ Afterwards, of what Divifion were you a member \ 

A, I think it was Number One, 

^ Were you a Delegate of that Divifion ? 

A. Part of the time, 

J^ When were you elei^ed a Delegate ? 

A^ At the time that thofe Divifions were firft fomiied, I b^^ 
Jieve. 

^, Do you recolle£l when that was ? 

A. I do not \ I believe the books will explain it 

^ Was it in 1792, or 1793 ? 
,A.\ really do not know. 

^ Of what number might your Society, in the Whole, con* 
fift, to the beft of your knowledge, at its largeft number? 

A' About ^ hundred regular members, I bdieve* 

jg. How often were the meetings of your Society held? 

Ap Once a fortnight, 

^ On any particular day in the week ? 

A* There was a particular day adapted to each Divifion ; ouri 
vvas, I think, on the Tuefday or Wedncfday, 

^ How often were the general meetings of the Society held ? 

A^ They were not exaftly the fame ; fometimes they were re* 
gular, fometimes not; they were about once a month, or once in 
/i?c weeks, 

^. When did you firft fee Yorke at Sheffield ? 

A. Perhaps that nlight be near upon two years ago. 

^ Do you mean from the prefent time f * 

. Y 3 ^- Ycsi 
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A* Yes; I think it is, or better than ^t. 
^ Then it was fixnew^ere towards the latter end of the 
year 1792? 

J^ Yes ; I think fometime in that year. 

^ Did you fee him at any meeting of the Society ? 

A. Yes ; I have feen him at feveraL 

J^ When di4 you firft fee him? 

A. The firft time I (aw him, I think^ was at a frieqd's 

])pufe. 

^. Do you recoiled when you firft (aw him in the chair at 
any of thofe meetings f 

A. The firft time I faw him \x\ the chair was, I believe, at a 
meeting in Qucen-ftreet ; the only thing I can recolledl it by 
was, that it was fqme few months after the execution of the 
King of France. 

j^. That would thpn be, perhaps, the begiiyiing pf the year 

«793 ? 

A. Perhaps it was, 

^ Was Yorke generally in the phair ? 

A* He was, when he was at the meeting, generally in the 
chair. 

j^ How long after you firft iaw him in the chair, did he 
continue at Sheffield f 

A. I do not recolle£t that lie ftopped long after that — ^perhaps 
a few weeks. 

^ Had you occafion to fee him often ? 

A. Not viery often at that time, 

^ Do you remember a meeting of the Society, held in the 
^>ack fields, when any I)elegates were eledled ? 

A. Yes. 

'^ Who were elcGed Delegates ? 

A. Mr. Brown was elefted a Delegate. 

^ Where was he delegated to ? 

A. To the Convention at Edinburgh* 

^ Who was Brown ? 
V A* When he firft came to Sheffield he adlcd in the capacity 
Df a player, and afterwards he took up that of an attorney. 

\ He 
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J^. He was ddegated by your Society to £4in1iurgb, to the 
X^onvehtioa?' 

A Yes. 

S^ Did he go f 

A. Yes. 

^. Was he fupported there, do you knowi or vrere his &^. 
mily fupported by your Society ? 

A, I believe both were« 

^. Do you remember Yprke lodging at the houfe of one 
Cawthorne ? 

A. Yes; very well. 

S^ When was that? 

A* The latter end of laft March, I think. 

^. I believe you attended hini when he was. there ?. 

A* Yes. 

i^ In what capacity ? 

A* As his hair-dreffirr. 

^ Do you remember, about that time, having any conreriar 
tion with Yorke refpe6iing'a];ms ? 
. A. Not any there, to my knowledge. 
. ^ Where had you, $uid when was the firft time ? 

Af At a Mr. Beal's, a grocer's, fomeyrhere about HoUis's 
Croft. 

^. Did Yorke lodge at B^'s \ 

A. Yes. 

^. He ihifted from Cawthorne's to Beal's ? 

y. He left Cawthorne's, and went, as I underftood, . upon 
fome bufinefs toManchefter} when he came back, he went to 
Beal's. 

S^ What did he (ay about arms— ^o you recollefl pikes ever 
, being mentioned f 

A, Yes ; we have frequently ipbke about pikes. 

^ What particular converfation had you about them ? 

A. He feemed to agree upon the neceffity of their being 
made. 

^ Did he giyp you any direffcions refpe^ing the making any 
part of them I 

y \ y. Not . 






^ In what manner did he indiredly, if he did sal JhuMf^ 
give you any f 

A He gave me to underftand that Mr. Oai^ would t^jtc a 
dozen for his own defence, if I was to make any ; adiftthor he 
.l»ddieflrA9rjBrqpiGale»iif Iwr^aoy hody^&f dot, I $amr 
Iky. 

^ He told you Gale would take a fapcnl 

^. « Wt 

^. Did you make any for Gale i 

A. Yes. 

J^ What part of the inftrument did yoaoidE* ? 

A. The handle* ' . . 

^ How oaapy did y«u laakef 

A* About a dosen, or a dozen and a half. 

^ What time was it you made thefe ) 

A I cannot recolle£l the particular tine; I think In fth« be« 

^ Did you fliew any of thefepil^ to Vtf-ks> 

A. I took one with vc^ whan I went to dreft Hi 01 ene nMrn-« 
ing) to alk hi9 opim<tfi.«f thefinn of it, ^ th« length, wlifther 
tt wpidd do \ \i% £ud» ht fl^auld tfaipk i| w^uld da> v it wsuld 
do. 

^. Have you ^y other en^b^ent than that «JF a \aiLr^ 
drcffer ? 

^. Yes ; a tunifTt 

^ Then yon vnderftood the n^aisMi o# naokhig ikk thing 

A. Yes. . 

j^ Pid hf givf yw aay^dmAion, as to Ae leagA of ^fe 

pike-handles ? 

A. I cannot f«collr£l that ho £d. 

J^. What ^aii ^ fi^e of tb» pike^handie yoii carried with 
you jo hi«\ ? ' 

A* About feven feet long. 

^ Vtras ^ th« lopn sii»4 fiza which he apfirfvtd^ 

^"Ycs^ - 

J?; Did 
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J^ DM foa ti^et put on a jHke^head to it in fais prdeoce} 
• jfc No. 

1^. Have jmu fitted any to them yourfelf ? 

jf. I was to have done, if I had gone forward wilii the buiiM- 

4 

. j^. Had ^ou any C0QV«rf3|iQn, from tixie to time, itri^ Yorke^ 
how you went on with them ? 

A, Ha allied mey foina few tiney, how I "vmA oni If I ha4 
mtd^ any of (Woib handlety he aflcod me ibme few |imes« 

J^. Did he tf 11 j&a where^ny pike^h^adf were Idk Ibr them I 

jf. liik not rccollcift that he did« 

^ Where did you get the pike-rheads, if you got any ? 

jf* They were to come &on| mie Davifops's^ 

J^ Did you know whether any hoops were tiied ahmit thefo 
'{Hkea? 

jf. There were hoops put on at the end where the pike was 
put in at, 

^ Who provided ihoie hoopt i^ the fliafb yott had made ? 

A I provided thule hoc^t myfelf. 

^. Who^gaye you any direflieni refpe£Hng tbofe hoops, 
'liAere you were to get &^ materials pf which they were made; 
were they iron ? • 

4' I ge< ^m of ihe piiribn tbat ufed to fit me "m^ other 
(fon«faepps. dot I had« 

j^ Did you get them upon your own credit ? 

\^ You did nothing further to them fhan nudnie the ihai^i 
and put en thi» hoop ? . 

J. No. • 

j^. I believe you aftefwa«ds withdrew yourfelf from thii& Sch 
ciety ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Did you afiign to Yorke your reafohs for withdrawing 
yourfelf? 

^. I did. 

j^. What cronvcrfation paiTed between you and Yorke, re-. 
fpe£ting your yrithdrawing yourftif from |his Society i 

4, Itol4 
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if. I toMhim, one morning when I went to ircfs hun, ^t 
I thought we were going too far, with refpe^l to our pro- 
ceedings ; he afked me in what » I tol4 him in reipe^ of Uni-» 
verial Suffrage, 

J^. Did you, on account of your diflike of their proceedings 
withdraw yourfelf from beii^ any longer a mfmber of that 
Society ? , . 

yf. Yes, not fo much from any dtflikv ^ I ^'^^ convinoed in 
my own piind tiiat it would c^rry ,us too far, by drawing in % 
gfcater number of people to giye^beir voices for Members of 
Parliament before they were acquainted widi the nature of the 
bufincfs. 

^ When did you withdraw yourfelf ? 

jf. Sometime in April laft. 

j^. Had you any converfation with Davifpn about the pikes? 

jI, Yes, feveral times, 

^ What did Davifon tell you refpe£Ung diem i 

J. I nerer underflood any diing further from Daviibn tto 
that they were made to defend ourfelves with at Sheffield. 

j^. Did you underftand what numt)er had been piade i 

j/. I did not i I rather think I was ahsfipft the firft tbat made 
^ny handles. • 

^. Did Davifon, or any body elfe, Ihew you any of the pikes 
diat were to be put upon thofe ihafts that had be^n prepared by 
5iny body ? 

A I have feen pikes ; there were two or three in my place* 

j^. Defcribe die fize of them? 

A About eight inches in length, perhaps one inch and a 
quarter in the broadefl paft, 

^. But your's had not been fitted pa i 

J, No. 

George Widdifotij 

Crofs-examined by Mr* Gibbs. 

^ Were you, in thofe proceedings at Sheffield^ an enemy to 
the King or to his aud^ority ? 
J. Hoy God forbid that I ihould. 

J?. Do 



( 33^ > 

• ^ Do you know of any that were concerned in this Socib'ty 
who had any intent to attack the power or the perfon of the 
King? 

A Not to my knowledge there was not \ 

^ Would you have continued in the Society if you bad 
had any apprehenfion that fuch were the intentions of it? 

jf. I would not^ 

^ You talked of Univerfal Suffirage— i-what was the plait 
upon which your SocietjT generally went-— whofe plan was it i 

A» It firft originated with what was drawn up by the Ditko 
of Richmond. 

J^. This letter has been (hewn you before, from the Duke of 
Richmond to Colonel Sharman<-^Was that the letter frequently 
read in the Society, and upon which the Society in general 

aaed? ' ■ : 

J. It is ; that is the letter, and I believe that was die general 
idea that we at that time all adhered to, becaufe we thought 
there would be no other plan fo eiFe£lual, to make die Houfe 
of Commons what it was originally intended it fhould be by 
the Conftitution, 

^ Your object was, that the Houfe fbould be what it was 
originally intended it fhould be by the Conftitution? 

A. Yes. 

J^ Had you any idea of producing this reform by force ? 

A I had not \ nor I did not underftand that any fuch plan 
was in agitation. 

J^ You fay you afterwards witlidrew yourfelf from the Society I 

A. Yes. 

^ I think you faid the only ground for withdrawing your* 
lelf was, that you altered your opinion as to the expediency of 
Univer£d Suffrage ? 

A. I did. 

^ And was that the only ground of your withdrawing your- 
fef ? 

A* Yes, the principal one. 

J^. You have been afked about thcfe pikes— you /ay fomc 
pne told you that a man of the name of Gaie would take 

a dozen 
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ft doft^ -of the pike»%afts from you if jrou would make them : 
•*«Were thdc pikes to be made for any other {mrpofe than for 
defending yourfelves from any attacks, which you had reafan to 
think the other party would make iipon you, ^ Sheffield i ' 

Jt, I believe they were never intended for any other purpofe ; 
I remen^ber, in particular, that Gale's houie had been attacked 
once, or more, by a great number of people, when ibme par- 
f icular news was come to town ; they fwore vei^eance againft 
him, on account of his paper, and feveral of his friends were 
tfien obliged to defend his houib-^feveral were ibliciced to oome 
on that accounts 

J^. And it was on that account you think that the(c pikes 
were provided to defend him ai\d his friends from iimilar at* 
lacks i 

A I iinderftood it in that light j and I believe, from what* 
#ver I knew of Gale, that He was too honeft a man to have any 
cither intenticHi himfelf, 

^ But you know that this attack was made upon him ? 

A I cannot fiiy I was an eye-witncfs to it, but I had it from 
refponfible witnefles that did know it and faw it» 

^ It w^s publicly known in the town that fuch a thing did 
pals ? ' 

A Yes, and there were butchers and other people threatened 
my bouft and more, 

' J^, Whether you have not heard people of the oppofite party 
gt Shei^cld declare, in terms, that if there jfhould be an invaiioq 
tdiey would firft fati upon 3^ou i 

A Yes, I have, 

^ Do you, in your cm^ience, believe, that the only caufe 
for talking of and preparing thofe few pikes, was becaufe an 
attack was really apprehended from the other p^krty upon Gale^ 
^id thofe who were of his opinions ? 

A. I be)ieve that was ^e only ground that ever they wer^ 
made at all, as far as ever I could learn* 

^ Do you recollefl: any inftance when the houfe in wlud) 
you live .yourfelf wa3 attacked -arid ^reatetied ? 

4/1 cannot fey I.do^ 

'^ Ha4 
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^ Had you any idea either of your own, or do you conceive 
from any thing you have heard from any of the people who 
belonged to this Society, that thcfe pikes were to be emptpyed 
for any purpofe againft the power of the Government ? 

A No, I never underftood it in that light ; becaufe the rab- 
ble that was among us the Govermrient had litde concern in; I 
^lieve Bamfbrd, Thomai Fenn, and another fellow were the 
principal caufe of it all* 

J^. Pray wfco is Aat third pcrfon that you i^eak of? 

A, I believe the man at Droniield — 'a parfon. 

^ Why do you think him the caufe of it ? 

J. From the ini^matory letters that he puWilhcd irt the 
Sheffield paper, called the Courant. 

j§j What was the ptirpofe of thefe letters ? 

A. Recommendiftg to the party cailed by the name of Arif- 
tocrats to take up arms and exterminate us.— There is a book 
0f mine, I believej now m the Privy Coancil, whidi poiAts to 
this particular paper, where tins inftammatory letter appeared. 

J^ A book that was feized in yoor houfe, that contains an 
account of thefe very papers that you fpeak of? 

Jf» Yes, die principal ones of them. 

Giorgi jyiddijbn^ 
Re-*examined by Mr. Law^ 

.^ You faid, I think, there were fbme perfons who rfnreatened 
you that in cafe there was an invaiton they would foil fell 4fpon 
you ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Will you name tJiofe perfons who did threaten you that 
in cafe there was an invafion they would fatt updn yocr— Name 
any of them. 

jf, I can only recollcft one, becaufe we had fo many of 
thefe wranglings and difputes about politics and the kind that I 
cannot charge my memory to fwear to any one perfon but one, 
imi that one is a peribn who is not/ in the af^ation at Shef- 
field. 

^ What is his name ? 

^ ^. William 
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A. WiHiam Frith. 

^. Was any body by whoi be threatened you in this way ? 

A. I cannot fay ; this, was at |iis own houfe* 

J^ When was it ? 

J, Sonae time before the armed aflbciation began. 

i^ How long ago was it ? 

A. Above a twelvemonth ago, I rather think, or pretty 
near. 

^ No pikes were prepared9 I think, tiU about March laft \ 

A. No. . 

j^ So that threat did not very much frighten you ? 

A I cannot (ay it did at that time, but I have been fre* 
quently told by other people that t^e fame threat was made ufe 
of; but I cannot charge my memory with any peribn making 
ufe of that threat but him, though I have had that, threat, and 
fimilar ones, made ufe of in different companies I have been in. 

^ Do you remember any perfbn that threw out thole threats 
in the different companies you have been in ? • 

A I cannot fay I ^an particularly. 

.^ I afk you to recollect the name of any perfon that threw 
out thofe threats in the different companies you have been in \ 

A. As I never expected thefe matters would be called into a 
Court of Juflice — I never paid that particular attention to the 
people who made ufe of .them ; it was from the general tenor of 
the converfation that paffed that I fpeak of thefe things. 

^ Did you or Gale, or any perfons who might be the ob* 
je<^ of thefe threats, ever apply to any magiflrate for protec- 
tion ? 

A. No, I cannot iky that I did, becaufe it was (eldom that 
they could have that juflice don^ to them which they ex-> 
pedcd. 

^ Does not Mr. Wilkinibn, a magiflrate, refide very near 
the town of Sheffield ? 

A. Yes. 

^. When you had lately a riot, did not he come into town 
at the head of fome dragoons and reflore peace there ? 

A. There was no difturbance. 

^ Was 
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J^ Was hot a houfe began to be pulled dowh^ and fet fire 
to; and was there not a perfon executed for that crime i 

A. Yes, that wa» after the riot began ; there was no riot till 
Mr. Wilkinfon brought the foldiers in. 

^. So Mr. Wilkinfon and the foldiers made the riot ? 

A» It began on that very day. 

^. Then they fet fire to Aat houfe ? 

Mr. Gihhs. He has not faid Mr. Wilkinfon fet fire to this 
houfe ; he is your own witnefs,^and he is not to be examined in 
this way.-— I humbly beg your Lordfhip's protection of the 
witnefs, or, I fhould rather (ay, protedion of the gentleman at 
the bar; Mr. Law is patting in the mouth of the witnefs that 
Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons made that riot, and fet fire to 
tbe houfe ; diat, I humbly conceive, is not the way in which a 
Counfel, examining a witneis, ought to put words into his 
mouth. 

Mr. Law* I am not putting into the mouth of this witne&, 
nor will I fuggeft to this witnefs,. or any other, to iay that 
which is not the truth; but 1 aiked this witnefs (who takes 
upon himfelf to ftate that there was no riot in the town. till 
Mr* Wilkinfon and the dragopns came) whedier they occafioned 
the riot. I have afked to a fa6t which is notorious to the wit- 
nefs, and perfe<£Uy fo to myfelf, having been concerned in the 
profecution, whether a houfe was not fet on fire, and a man 
executed for it.**-I afk him whether he meant to impute to Mr. 
Wilkinfon and the dragoons any participation in that mifchief ? 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. The objeftion was, that inftead of 
afking whether Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons fet the houfe 
on fire, you ftated to the witnefs—" Then they fet fire to that 
^ houfe;" that is not a way of afking a queftion. 

Mr* Gibbs. My friend fiated it as if the witnefs had fo 
£iid* 

Mr. Law. I afked him if he did fay fo. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Indeed you did not put it as a 
queflion* 

Mr. Law. You have laid there was no riot tiU Mr. Wilkin- 

4 fon 
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ftn ^ the dragoons cattie*^D<» yon sdeili Id kf iiiM itke.lAot 
was occafioned hj them t 

jt I bdicve they pfiocipdly occafi«Kd it} thsi^ ;•»< ntaic 
before they came* 

Lard Cki^yu/hcs Efrt, Do you nean ftot Att piloted 4ie 
people in the town to make the riot^ or, that Mn Wilkidfbn 
and the dragoons mad» the riot thnufdyes I 

A% Tht taking-in the ilomffions was the principid daufe of 
it the people foic^ and o^spdcd dto ongpihratw m doing h) 
they bfou^ in troops for the {turpoAi of pto(4Ato^thfei»in ^fimg 
it ( that enraged tht minda xA the bwcj? pcd|llt td ShefieU^ 8«l 
they wtre diflatbfiiHi with Mr« WiUciiiibDfcf bningkt; dn trooptf in 

^n i/irur» You iatd you conM not hnvt Hiit juttoe d«rte (^ 
you which you eTqie^td^^id yoit eveor apfif for |ifticoy «r ft# 
protedion, to any nagiftr^Lte refkbnt ia or fwar Sfaefield^. wA 
were refufcd ? 

A^ Therd have been appbcatiom; I n^tf ktrejap^ied Cor 
it» and bee* refi^ : I applied to ]VI#4 Wittinte fi>r Itfsvmk 
-vriicn the caufe csne to be heard, Mr* Wiflttofo* "mm man ikfUtk 
tfte b«M;bf Md Mr^ Athorpe decided itk^^^^I Wav ili. a pUUk** 
hewfey wo happened tt> have a di^mte iqp^ polMia as tffual^ 
and wt got fronit oise thing to aaothdr titt ^iFe had a ^fuacfd^ ar 
nMifttnderftaitding, between us ;. at Ml tht gl^aMft part of tfacte 
fet upon me; they tumbled me doWB ftaira^^^ flwok the mnoey 
out of m}' poekct> and fpent it : Mr. Alhorpi eonnmd ja Ae 
blifm^fe^ when they tendered the money htefatfe ban wpmv Ao 
bencb^ and threatened to fe!nd me to Ae piHof^ if I cdnK to 
hkti> aidy rDot^ to complain of fuch a bufinefif. . 

«^. You ftid yon bad me^y prxsceeded te tHe Duke cf 
Richmond's plaiv? 

^» Yes. 

J/r. G/i/'j. Did you fay they tendered the money before ll» 
Jui>tce ? . . 

A Ycsfc 

J/r. Law* Whether the works of Paine were not Jead vol 

y»wr Society ? ..... 

-rf. Ye$, 
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A. Yes, fome part of them have been read there^ 

^. You did not proceed upon his plan ? . 

Ai No ; we approved of a great part of his works, becaufe 
it was wrote Upon the principles o^ libertjr and freedom, and fo 
on, but there were great parts of it which none of us underftood, 
nor I do not think he himfelf did. 

J^i Did pu proceed upon hi^ plan or 'file Duke of Rich* 
mond's ? 

A. We went upon the Duke of Richmond's plan from the 
iirft beginnings and we ftri£Uy acBier^d to that. 

^ And <Kd notxleviate into Paine's plan ? 

A. Nok 

Mn GiUs. You approved the Duke's plan, and likewifc of 
£a nuich of Pane's works as fell in' with that plan i 

.»• iL eSk 

^ You iaid, at the tim^ that you attended the Juftices, the 
people that got this.mondy offered it you again f 

A Yes ; they paid it down before the Juftices, and he return- 
ed it to me himfei& 

Ah'i Solicitor GtneraL This witne& has mentioned the con-^ 
verfation with Davifon upon the fubje£k of arms, I will now 
prove a letter from Davifon, upon the fame fubjedty found in 
the pofieffion of itardyi ^ 

^ {to Mr. Gurnelk) Where did yOu find this paper ? 

A. I found it in the poiTeffion of Mr. Hardy. 

{Letter dated Sheffield^ April the 24//;, I794> Jigned Richard 
Davifofty addrejfed Citizen Hardly read,) 

{Vide Hifrdfs Trial, v4* 2. pa^e, 144,] 



' Mr. Solicitor General There was another letter to the Nor- 
wich Patriotic- Society, from the iune perfon, encloftd in tiitt 
letter, which was alfo found at Hardy'Si . ; 

S^ {to Mr. Gurnell',) Whereldid you find this paper ? 

A.' This I'found alfe }n Mr« Hardy's pofleflion^ 
'Vol.. I. Z {Letter 
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[LetteVy Jignei Richird . Daviferiy aiidrejpj ta the Secrefarj^ 
the Norwich Patriotic Society y read.) 



Uri Chief Jmfiice Ejre. {tf fTtddifin.) What \a£ne& £A 
Davifbn follow I 

A. A Printer. 

Mr, Solicitor Genereth Your Lordfliip wiS recoBed, tfiatk 
the proceeding of th^' t$Ai of Maidi, i fqa^ a ktldr from the 
Secretary of the Correfponding^ Society, to the Society fi>r Con- 
4ittttaoiial Infermaeon, dated the 27th of March was read, in 
which there was itA% poftfeript >^^ I have to inform you ^t a 
^ general meeting of the Society, Will be holden qbl Monday 
^ the I4di 6f April, Ae {place to be announced by public ad- 
^ vertifement." Your Lordfliip will alfe recoUeA ibat Mr. 
Martin waaa mentber of tfiid Society, propofisd by Mr. Tooke, 
and that the leteer of thanks, written by hiu tq>on diat occa- 
sion, was correded by Mr. Tooke. I ani'Sow going to proi- 
duce to your Lordftiip,^ the paper w4)ich was prepared by tiiat 
-Mr. Martin, of reft^tiens Co- be entered iato^on the I4tli of 
April — they are not the (ame ais were aduaHy entered into^ but 
they were prepared by bhn foff the p'urpofe of being entered.into 
upon that day. • 

Mr*. Gibbs^ It has been determined, I believe, that in ^^er to 
{hew a general plot, any thing found in. die poileffion 6f anjr 
man living may be given in- evidence — ^diere is no dbubt that in 
this way it.is evidence.. — ^The ground upon which the Court has 
ded<kd„ I apprehend, diat this is evidence, and upon -v^ich 
certainly it is admiffiUe; according, to thedecifion they have come 
to Is, that Manin was a member,, and every di]Ag,'therrfore,. 
that, he has. ever dbne, fiace he- was a member, is evidence 
againft Mr. Todcc . . 

Lofd^Ckief Jiiftici Eyr^^^ To ftate It corrcajy, every Aing: 
that he has done (he V^ng a membec) .that has nplation to this 
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g^nefal Tubjei^ i^ evidence refpeding that general fubje<9;«^t it 
a different propofition to fay any thing done by him is evidence* 

Air. Gibbs. Any thing is admiffible evidence they can ihape 
to this cafe, not only the a£ls of the members of this Society^ 
but of any man in the world * ■ 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre% The a£b of any man that is proved 
to have taken a part in die genera] tranfiuSlion are evidence. 

Mr. Qibbs. Whether it affefls Mr. Tooke or no. 

Lord Chfef Jujlke Ryft. Whether it affeds Mr. Tooke or 
no. * 

Mr. Gibis^ What I vrifh^ is to. (hut out occafional obferva* 
tions in the courfe of the evidence. 

. A>fr, To$li^ I beg to iky> that I believe my learned Counfel 
ivas by the altercation beat out of the remark he at firft made^ 
and the thing he objected to-^Mr. Solicitor General pre&ced an 
account of the paper which he was going to have read, with 
Mr. Martin's being a member of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, and that he had been nominated by me, wi&out 
mentioning the time when he was nominated by me as a mem« 
ber of the Conftitutional Society — ^he prefaces the introdudion 
of this letter, which is of a very late date, with the circum- 
fiance of Mr. Martin's being a member of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, and that he was n9minated by me— 
I underftand the putting them clofe together without remark* 
ing the dates, to have been Mr. Gibbs's original objcd^ion. 

Lord Chief/Jufiict Eyre^ That was not the original objec^on, 
but is a very proper improvement of it, and it is very fair. 

Mr. Gibbs. My objection was the introducing it with any in- 
trodudtion. 

Mr. Solicitor GeneraL Widi fubmiiEon to your Lordihip, I 
did no more than ftate the manner in which Mr. Martin was 
connected with this tranfa6lion) to fhew that that was an a6i to 
be given in evidence* 

Mrp Charles Schawy (fworn.) 

Mr. Law. Where did you find this paper ? 
-li At Mr. Thelwairs. 
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Evan Evans J (fworn.) 

Air. Law. Do you know whofe hand-writing this is ? {JheW" 
ing the ivitnefs the paper.) 

A Mr. John Martin's. 

^. Did you hear him read that paper prior to the 14th of 
April, 1794? 

A I heard him read it to Mr* Pearce, in the King's Bench. 

^ What did he fiiy refpefting die paper, at the time he read 
it? 

jf. I cannot recoUeft what he faid concerning it ; I have heard 
him read fomething concerning taking arms againfl the Elingr 

Mr. Gibbs. Never mind what ypu heard him read — vfhat did 
he fay ? 

if. He defired Mr. Pearce to take the refolutions to Chalk 
Farm ', it v^as intended to meet at a houfe in Tottenham-court- 
road, at one time, and the place was thought to be too finall, he 
liefired hihi to take the refolutions to Chalk Farm^ and to return 
as foon as the meeting was over. 

^ Did he read thefe over ? 

y/. He did read them over to Pearce, and another man, in the 
room. 

^ Did he exprefs any approbation of them ? 

jf, Mr. Pearce came back after the meeting, and faid that 
the refolutions were agreed to. 

^ Did he make any obfervations upon their tendency ? 
J. Yes, he faid he wrote the .refolutions for Chalk Farm; 
and he had put plenty of Cayenne pepper into them ; and that if 
they followed his (Martin's) advice, there would be iwnn 
work. 

Evan EvanSj 
f Crofs-examined by Mr. Tooie* 

^ Do you know Mr. Gay ? 

jf. I do perfeftly well. 

^ Do you know where Mr, Gay lives, or did live f 
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A, I caiiiiot rightly recollect, he lives fomewhere towards St. 
James's. ; . ». 

^ Have you not faid you knew he lived in Dukc-ftreet ? 
. .il . I do not know that I have £iid fo ^ I believe he lived fome-» 
where thereabouts. 
- . ^ Have you suit fa^i fo in this Court? 

A. I faid I believed fo. 

j^. Why did ytm. believe fi>?^ 
. A* B^caufe I have often be^rd he lived towards St. James's. 

^ What is he ? 
.., ^,.jA^P«rfumer:orB!air*di«ff?r> he is often with Martku 

Mr. fi^^f I beg pardon for s^ing a queftion that appears 
to be fo ^p^rti^nent^ but from good authority I am info^^ed^ 
that the Attorney General, when I was not prefeiit, pledged 
himfelf that this was the Mr. Gay whom ' I had nominated to 
be a member^ o^ the Society for. Copftit^tiooal Informatio/i—- 
perhaps, your Lordfhip may recoUedt it*-— it ftamped a prejudice 
upon zne-^at leail it .was fo inl^r,te4 in all the public papers-^— 
and I do not find .that that circumftance<;is now brought fot- 
ward.-.^It is not ynpleafant.in a foripus caufe now and tlien, 
when iairly and pr;operly.intrgduced>.' ^ohear a very ftrange tale 
if it is a Ihort one. — There is a Nicholas Gay, Efq. a gentle- 
man pretty much known to many perfons in this Couft, whofe 
cuft^m h^s bee^rtp travel ;over all ps^rts <if Europe ) this g^tlc- 
man was nominated by me to be a member erf" th^ Society for 
Conftitutional Information ^ and, I believe, that this is oi\^ in- 
^)?i^P^/9(.the^ih:ong delufiw put upon diofe very honourable 
gentlemen the Attorney and Solicitor General, and for their 
fake chiefly I mention it,— This Mr. Nicholas Gay did dine 
once, about a year ago, at d)e Society for Conftitutional In^r- 
mation, and he ,was talking of traveling to RuiSa, where, I 
b^vfe. be 1^ at prde««-- — •-^ — ^ 

. Jifr. Law* 1 am forjpjf. %Q interrupt Mr, Took^-r-bmhas this 
any reference to the examination ? 

■ i^Mi^ii'iCJH^^^fJ^y^' T9 be fure at this moment it has 
no referent tq the. prefent examinati^on; d^efffore, if you iniift 
ujion it, I muft defire Mr. Tooke to refrain, till the time Xoam& 

'* -i. Z 3 when 
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vAitn Mr. Gay's mune is propcrfy introdtice^ on the part of 
the profecution, or till it is introduced (if it can be introduced) 

» 

on the part of the prifoner, 

Mr. GiMs. It has klr^y been^ introdsced on the patrf of the 
profecudon, for they have given fomething m evidence nbout 
a Mr. Oay^ that was mentioned in ^ letter %y one af the mem^ 
bcrs. 

Air, Law. I have no obje£Bon to Mr. Tooke puAing his 
examination relpeAtng Mr, (hf its fiv asf he can. I am ob« 
je£bing to his making obfervations. 

Mr. Tooke. I thought to feve time-wMr. Evans, do yo« 
know that there does exift a man named Nidiolai Gsy I 

A* This Gay that I mean, his name isRichaird Gajv 

^. You do not i^iow a Nicholas Gay ? • 

>: No. ' . - 

J^. Did you ever hear that there was fuch a man ? 
j/. No. • •. . . . 

^. Do you know that this M^. Richard Gay Spends h&9 time 

in traveling abroad ? 

J. I never knewhimtlll I eame inta die King's Bench, 

3^ Did you ever hear that he had been, or intended to go, to 

Ruffia? '^ - . . . . 

A. No— I did not, 
' ^. Did you ever hear dvit he had^ined with die Society fer 
Conftitutional Information ? ■ 

J* I cannot be fiwe of that. ^ 

^ Perhaps Mr. Evans. you have heard <^ diat Mr, NicAeI» 
Gayf 

J. I never heard die name mentioned^ 
- J^ This Mr. Richirrd Gay dien ? 

^. I have feen Wnl feveral times. 

J^. You may have heard from hnn, or (baic9>ody:'d»t knew 
hi*i, diat he was fuppofed tobe a'm^mUetbf die Conftitucienal 
Societ y ■ i ■ ^. v. 

A Me was a member bf the fiune Sodiety M Me. Mar^i be 
wa^ a meflcngff t^ the Society as I uhderlfcedi fk ibmedmig of 
that fort, i 

Jt Did 



J^; Did' you cter linr :him, or MrJ^MttttTn, tsiUci'iig' of his 
"dining onc^ at the Society for ConftitutloDa) Inforontaoni ' * > 
A I ni^er did. „ . . f . " % - 

J^. Did you ever, hear yonffelf, or fit»& 4DUiy>pe{^n thatheardt 

this gentleman talk of travelliiM^, r.tj;at « Arange af cidci^ hap^ 
|)ened to him ? ..,..,•.' 

^. No. 

^ That upon his talking of travelling fomewhere* a fpy, or 
informer, who was' prefent, not hearing' the whole of the con- 
veriation, leant forward and enquired where that gentleman Was 
going; towhidi^me perfoh ^o knew the charafter of the en- 
quirer anfwcred, upon iny WQjrd Jtie. i^ going much further than 
I dare to (ay. — You have not heard of that I 

A I have noi '' * - 






Mr. WtUiam JValktr {iv.m\) 

Examined hj Mr, ^licUty 'GinttaU 

^ Do you know Mr. JohA Martin's hand^writmg^ 
■ ^.- Yes. ■'.■.■''■■■■" 

J^ Did you ever Tee Wm wrke ? 
A. 1 ha:ve. 

^. Look at this paper ? {$he paper pri^uced bj Mr. Scbaif^y ' 
jI. I believe that t^behii faaM-Writing* - 

(Ji Gffurel AScft'mg^ibe hmdtn Currefpoi^iin^ Satiety ^heU 
nt H$ M^4ay tht i^th ofjprily 1794. j 

[Vidi Hardy's Trialj vol. 3, page 171.] 



Mr.^SoGtitor General {ta Mr\ Louzuk.) Where did you find 
this paper f . /^* 

J. In Mr, Hardy's boufe. . 

^ The proceedings at a general meeting of the Londdn Cor 
^ refponding Society, held on the Green, at Chalk . F^rm, on 
<^ Monday the J4th of April,-! 794i f«KL'' < - x ' • 

[Fide mrdyUnial, i^eh,%, page i^^.^ ' ' ^ 

Z 4 4* Mr. 
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: Mi^. Mkitwr Gimrsl Wo will now read finoie rtfbkitiom 
of the Society for Conftitutional Infonnatio% oa the 9th of 
May, 17949 with refped to printing a pamphlet coi^ning cer- 
tain prooeedii^ of tbe London CorrefpofidiAg Society^ 

(The following entry was r^ad from the book of the Society fir 

Conjlitutional Ii^ormation.) 

. *< At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
« held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
^ May 9, 1794," 

[Fide Hardy's Trials Wi, 2, pifge JU.] 



AA". Solicitor General. We will now produce ,9^ pamphlet 
fcrund in the pofleifion of Mr. Adams, the laft proceeding of 
fhe fecDnd of May, the general proceeding^ of the two Societies, 

^ (to Mr, Maclean.) Where did you find this pamphlet ? 

A This pan)p]|let I fpunyi in the pofTe^pn of Mr« Adams^ 

Mr, Solicitor General. This pamphlet contains die proceed- 
ings of the Correfponding Society of jhe' 271!^ of March, an^of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information of the 28|th of March, 
1794. Then^ ^ an addrefstA Mvtr^^ I^ikner^ Skirying and Mar- 
garet, contained in the poce«idij,)gSiof tfaeoStthof Match, 

(The pamphlet was read.) 

lf$di\fbrily^s TViiStl^ Vol. % petgts 105 to loS^and /itom l« 
'. ;if \ to riiy. all inchtfive.'] 






... r. ■ ' ; ) . I .Mr.[frilJiank$k4rpA\{{w<m] 

Examined by Mr, Law. 
^ You were a member of the Conftitutional "Society I 

^ Do you know aVwftfift ttoe. yoii were clefted? ' -. 
4 IbeKevjga^o^ttjv^ytejFS^laikl^l^^^ ; . 



^ BywhoQi^ere you^propofed? 

4- I cannot recollect, 

^ Have the goodnefe to try to recollect ? 

4,^. I was tp|d .^^oRi the books Aat JM^r. Horne. Tooke pro^ 
pofed me ; but I never knew it^pcrfppalljy. 

Mr^ Tooke, It was fo. 

AIn Law, Did you continue to attend- after the time of your 
firft election down to May, 1794? 

4. At different times, 

J^ Do you recollect being prefent on the 28th of March, 
J 794, when a letter was received. by. the Conftitutional So- 
ciety, from the Correfpondmg Society, r^fpepting tlie neceffity 
of forming a Convention of the people ? 
^ , 4: ^ot having ma^e meq:^orandums of dates, I find a diffi- 
culty in recollecting ; I remember fomething to that puq)Oj[e. 

J^. Ifou W^re prefent wheri.a letter <)f that fort came from 
the Correfponding Society?. .^ 

4. Yes. 
- ^ Did your Society ccmcqr, with .t^em in the propofed re- 

folwtion/ ', ' . . , , . 

4, I believe they did. 

^ Were you prefent afterwards, on the 4th of April, 

?' . . V . 

. ' '' . ' * . "• 

4, If you name wTtat wis done I^mayre^olleS. 
. ^ Whin: five* gcAtlemen from die Cbrrcfponding Society, 
can&e to the Cqnftitution^ Socidkya^ Delegates f 

* 4' "Kes. " ''' "■• ' ' ' • • 

J^ Do you' rccoBcA any other .five perfons of your Society 
being defired to be nominated to join with them as a Com« 
ftlittee? '1 ' '[I •. ^, '-.' /I •-.•;•' . * • ' ' 

..\A1 remember imi^g-at^the Society when five gentlemen 
were there. 

^. Who came from the Correfponding Society? 

• 4.' Yes.- ." ':• i'' • ' • .^ 4' • ••• » ' • >"" 

J^ , Do you iXxoiic3k the names of the five pferfoAs ? : ' • 

4' No — I never faw them before in my life. 

^ Was 



' V 
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jJ: Was there any body appointed by your Sodety to meet 
ihem as a Committee of Co»operatioi>— Were ]rou one of 
them? 
'JL I was one — I underftooa it as a Committee of deieg;&tion. 

^ By whom were yoir propofed? 

jC I think by Mr. Home Tooke. 

^ You afterwards met?' 

vf. Yes.- 

^ Did you propofe anybody i 

^. No. 

^ Were you prcfent when the report of ihefc Dekgates wa» 
laade, cm the ixth of Aprils ^794' 

jf. I believe nojt--«-I do not remember. 

J^ Were you appointed one of the Committee of CcMTe* 

' J. I was ohe of the De}egates««^that «8 2^11 that I underfbuuL 

^. Appointed on th^it day, the i ith of April ? 

A. Yes, 
' 4^ Was there beMes that, a Committed of Correfpondencc ? 

A. That I . pannot telWI was of the Committee of De* 
legation, 

Mr: miiiim iharpe, 
Cfofsroca^c^iunpd by Afr» T<wi/. 

^ Mr» Sharpe«-<*ih# g^tkmm.iR^ have called you as a 
witneis appear to have a^l good ao optnion of you as I have. 
It is (aid that I nominated you to fome delegationr«-Db .you 
ihiflk I did ii becaufe I.>ba4 iilgfli^d opimoii of yott ? 
. jf* Yes. . /'.«.. c. 

j^. I believe you have often heard me fpeak my fen^menta 
iipon . die different fubje^S' Ihat have been lately agitaiedi in 
politics ? 

A. Yes. 

j^ You may) or may not, have heard me at fbme tune or 
other fay, that I would: r«4d»^ be gflivertied by St James^ than 
St. Giles's? 

% ^ vf. Yea 
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XJ Yes-i-I remember it very well^ 

J^. I fancy you hare oft^n be^n in my houfe i 

J. Yes. 

' ^ I bdSerc oar acquaintance fkft began with the wi(k 
tiiat I YM^ that you fhould teach tny (wo daughters to en*i 
grave i 

jf. Yes, 

J^ I believe you have aiCfted diem in that yray ? 

jf. I have. 

J^. You have been very conftantly, in the iununer time, I fup* 
peie, in my Koufe? 

A. Ye fl I have. 

^ You have worked there yourfclf ? 
' A. I have. ^ 

^ You have engraved mudi there ? ' 

A^ Yes, 

^ Poffibly you can tell in what manner I live, and how my 
&mily is ordered and dire^ed \ 

A. Yes, 

^ Perhaps you know that I had a horic in the ftable ?' 

• A. Yes. 

j^ Do you ever recoiled my riding out upon it ? 

A. Yes, 

^ Often? 

A* No-*i*only once with me, 

^ Once in two'years? 

* :4 Yes. 

^ Did I ever walk outfide my gate? 

A. Yes, 

J^. Often? 

A^ Vcryfeldom. 

^ How often do you believe in two years ? 

^ I do not believe you walked out above twice* 

^ You can tell whether I have much company in the 
week? 

A. Very little in the week. * 

^ j^ How was I emplpyed ? 

4. Geqeraify 
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A, Generally in your garden; and, when indoors, you* was 
employed in looking over old books, I fiippofe for your great 
work, and writing, and playing at whift, 

^. Do you remember, at any time, my recdving an anony- 
mous letter, diredled to nie from Ireland, enclpfipg a letter to 
Mr. Paine? 

A, Yes, I do. 

J^. What' was done with it? ' j ' 

A, Put into the fire. 

^. Was the letter to Mr, Pame opened ? 

A. Ko, you would not open it ; it being an anonymous let^- 

4 

ter, you told me to witnefs that you put it ipto the fire without 
opening it. 

^. Can you recollect on the 15th of May, the day before I 
was apprehended, where you dined ? 

A. Yes, in Spital-fquare. 

^ Can you recoiled any partiodar clrcHmftiUice that pa&d 
there at the dinner ? 

A. Yes, there was a converfation about a letter from Mr, 
Joyce t9 you, which I underftood:was intercepted. 

^. Do you know that I ever received any letter from ^, 
Joyce, in my life ? • 

A. You faid you had not received any, 

^. You dp not know that I had ? 

A t do not know that you eve^djd, 

^. Do you know that I ever wrote him one in my life ? 

A. You are very backward at writing letters, I fhould fuppofe 
not. » . - 

J^ Were you informed of the fubjeft of that letter f 

A. Yes, that letter was alluding to the red book — there ^ere 
to be extrails made from the red book, of the fipecures and 
penfions which Mr. Pitt and his family received firom the public. 
«— Mr. Joyce called upon me the day Hardy was taken up, and 
told me he had fent a letter to you, to acqus^nt you that Hardy 
was taken iip, and defired you to be ready at Spitalfields on 
Thurfday next, with thofeextrads, . .* 

J^, Dq 
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J^. Do you rccolledl the ftory being mentioned at the dinner^ 
and confiderably laughed at ? -, 

jf. It was. .' \ 

^ Do you remember one expreffion in that letter vfzs — ^^Is 
•* it poffible to be ready by Thurfday ?" 

jf. I remember that was faHced of at dinner. 

^ You recoUeft the interception of this letter being much 
talked of at that dinner f 

j/. Yes. 

^. Whidi contained the horrible plot of taking fi:x>m the 
Court Calender a lift of large (inecure places and penfions enjoyed 
by Mr. Pitt, his family and creatures ? 

^. Yes. 

Mr, Tooie, I afk thefe queftions, becaufe I believe it was for 
Ais plot that I was apprehended the next day — if the intercepted 
letter is in Court have I a right to aflc for its produdion ? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. If there is a letter which is in the 
hands of the Officers of the Crown that appears to you to be 
neceflary for your defence, to be fure you Hiay call upon th^m to 
produce it. 

Mr. Tooie* I mean for the purpofe of this crofs-examina^ 
tion ? 

LorJ Chief Jujllce Eyre. To be fure, if they have it, they 
will produce it — Is it a letter from Mr. Joyce, fuppofed to be 
intercepted? 

MnTcoie. A letter from Mr. Joyce to me, which was inter- 
cepted. 

L»rd Chief Juftiee Eyre. That is, there was a converfation 
that fuch a thing had happened. 

Mr. Tocie. A great deal more than that— I am informed, from 
pretty good authority, that a letter was intercepted, whiich (hould 
have came by the poft to me, on the WedneAiay previous to 
my apprehenfion — that it was produced before the Privy Coun- 
cil, and made the fubjedl: of very ferlous examination ; that great 
alarm, and great appreheniions, were entertained from the, par- 
ticular way of wording that letter — and it is for the purpofe of 
this crofs-examination that I wi£h to have that letter produced.' 

( 2he 
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(Tbi^ letter Jhewn to the witneju) 

Mr. Tooie. Did you ever fee that letter before ? 

A, 1 never ikw it be£>re-^I was only told of ic . 

^ Were you examined to the fubftxiice of that letter, in Ae 
Privy Council ? - 

J. No. 

j^ Were any qucftlons afked ^you in the Privy Council, jVf 
lative to that letter t 

A. No, but the fubftanc€ <A it confirms ^K^hat Mdr. Joyce £ud 
tome* 

Mr. Tooke. May diis letter be read ? 

Mr. Low. It comes in your evidence. Do you know the 
hand-writing of tlut letter ? 

A No, I am not acquainted with Mr. Joyce's hand-wridng. 

J^ Have you feen him write i 

A I have. 

Mr. Tooke. Were you ibmettmes at the Society for Conftitiiii 
tional Information, when I have been {Nreient i 

A Yes, often. 

J^. Have you often gone with me in tny chaife to WimbledQiiy 
from that Society ? 

^ Yes. 

j^ At what time did we freijuendy leave that Society i 

A* During the bufinefs of the Scotch Convention, we went 
early, we went at the beginning, becauie you did not like «o ftay 
when that matter was before the Society — at other times we have 
frequently ftaid laie, fometimes txH ten o'clock, it odler times we 
have come away early. 

Mr. Imw. Mr. Tooke, you may have the letter read now, if 
jtis to aoAver aoy^purpofe. 

Mr. Tooku I ddjire to have it read* 

(The letter was read.) 

* DEAft CiTIZBN, 

^ This mornisg^ at fix o'clock, Gtizen Hardy was takea 
^ away;^ by order from the Secretary of State*s Office ; Aejr 

« feiacd 
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f .feieed every ihuig they could lay fcand§ on — Quety, Is It poCt 
** fible to get ready by Thurfiay ? Your's, 

... "J.JOYCE." 

Addreffed, « /. H. Tosku Eff," 



il/r. 7i^>t^. Do you know, by converiatiOTi with Mr- ]oycd^ 
what it was I was to be ready with by Thurl3ay ? 

J. The €x trails from the. red bode, of the emolumei^ that 
Mr,, Pitt and his family derived from the public. 

Lord Chief Jiijlice Eyre. Who was to make thcrfe extrafls? 

A. Mr. Tooke was tomsikethe extrads. 

Mr^Tooke. la your paflage to dine at Mr,Pear(bn\ in Spit«^ 
tal-fquari?, did you fee any light horfe ? 

A. Yes, I faw the laft pafs the window ; I was faying there 
were fome light horfe ; I looked through, and few the laft. 

^ Was it underftood, or had you any reafon to fuppofe, that 
thefe light horfe were fent in confequence of the interception of 
this letter, containing this horrid trealbn ? 

A. I underilood fo, that the army was out.. 

Lord Chief yujiice Eyre^ What reafon had you to underftanrf 
that ? 

A, A perfon came and tdd me, that there went to Spitalfieldis 
fome light horfe that day. I enqmired of a military gentleman, a 
day or two after, and be faid there was an order came the night 
before, fof them to be there* 

Mr. Tooke. Do you know, of your own knowledge, diat for 
the. two years kift paft I was always very defirous that nothiag; 
fhoiild be done at the Society ; that nothing important fhouki be 
done } 

A, I cannot telL 

j^ Do you know, of your owa knowledge, that I was defi- 
rous of very long adjournments ? 

A.. Yes, I heard perfons complain againft long adjournments ^ 
and I undierftood you was the perfon complained againftr . 

^ Do you know that I wifhed U) ftay at home> and not to go 
fre^ently to London .^ 

A. You 
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A, Vou always cxpreffed a wifli of living m Jfoilr gSatAitni 
you faid you did not care whether you ever went out. 

j^. Perhaps you have heard me wiih for an z£k of Parliament^ 
to make it death for me ever to go out ? 

A. I have heard diat* . .., 

j^ Were you a member of ^ the club thai dined before wc 
met? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you reCoUeci anything fecrct paffing there? 

ji. No. Vifitors were admitted there. 

^. Have you read the reports of the fecret Committees of die 
two Houfes of Parliament ? 

A No. 

^ Did you ever fee or know of the tranfa£iions of diftant 
Societies in the Cotmtry^ or in London i 

A. No. 

\^ Did you ever read all the papers or traniadlions of die So* 
ciety to which you belonged ? 

A. No. 

j^ Do you remember any other perfon ever giving themfelves 
the trouble to read what had paiTed ? 

jf. No, I do not remember. 

^ Have I ever, when I have quitted the Society early, fp6- 
ken to you, or to others in your hearing, to requeft them to ob- 
tain adjournments of the Society, when I could not flay for die 
purpofe myfelf ? 

A. I cannot be ppfitive, I remember fomething of it. 

^ Whether all the members of the Society for Conflitutionai 
Information, at leaft when you met them, were of the iame way 
of thinking ? 

J. No. . » 

^ Did they frequently debate and contradi<2 eack other ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Do you ever remember any fuch thing as a Secret Com- 
mittee in that Society f 

A, No, never, 

^. Can 
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^ Can you recolleflk frequent mention being made olf Cot» 
refpondents in diiFerent places, w^en there were none ? 

A Yes, I remember hearing joking about that* 

^ In Ireland, France, and Scotland, do you remember Com** 
itiittees of Correfpondence being appointed frequently ? 

J. Yes. 

^ Do you remember their meeting f 

jf. I do not* 

^ You were of a Committee of CorrefpondenCe once or 
twice? ' ' 

' ^. I do not know only this laft one; I never met any but thid 
laft one. 

^ Do you reCoUeft any reafon being givert, why you were 
nominated by me to be of the Committee of Correfpondence ? 

yf. I underftood you had a good opinion of me. 

^ Do you recoUeil what my opinions were relative to Uni- 
njrfal Suffrage ? 

jf, O yes, you were againft that ? 

Mf\ Tooke. It is hard upon me to be Compelled, in otder to 
get at the fa6l!5, to afk, in this crofs-exami nation, as if I thought 
tkefe things were crimes ; T think them not, but I put the feSs 
from myfelf, that I may not have to encounter the abilities of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, who perhaps will prove thefe 
things to be crimes; otherwife, in my own mind, I think them 
to be no crimes — Have you ever heard me fay any thing againft 
the Conftitution of this Country, by King, Lords, and Com-* 
mens ? 

jf. Never, jrou always fpoke foHt. 

^ Do you recoHeft whether I was for fending Delegates to 
thfe Britifli Convention, in Scotland, or not ? ... 

' jf. I cannot tell, for I came, in late that night that h was pro*- 
pofed. 

^ Do you recolle£t any diipute upon that fubjed: between 
me and any body elfe ? 

jf* I cannot remember. 

^ Did you, at anytime in the year 1793, receive letterf 
Vol. I. A^ full 
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fgll of en<)iiiuc% whether I was not bjribedand pcniionicd- by the 
Court ? 

A. I received letters from the Country, deilring to know from 
ioe» being intimate wHh yoii» whether the reports we;-e tni^ 
that you were bribed, that you had a pcnfion from the Court, 
that you had deferted the cau& of liberty, they wanted to^know 
from me. 

^ Do you know what was the reafim of fuch a report ? 

A^ On account of your oppoilng .the* bufinefe of the Scotch 
Convention. 

^. Do you recolkd die.lett^r which I wrote for a fubficrif^ioa 
for Mr. Sinclair ? 

^ I do not remember thaft. 

^. Can you remember whether I diftinguifl^d between affift-. 
I ing a man to do a. thii^^ aod affiftii^ him after he had doii& 
wteit I difliked, becauie he was unfortunate ? 

A. Yes,^ that I remember very well. 

^. You have dined at iny houfe I believe fbmetimes onaSimdaj? 
. A. Yes. 

^ What was my cuftom, with r^ard to my Sunday ? 

A* Employment as ufual on the other days, excejtf hawig 
friends to dinnerr 
. ^ Had I always cQpipany on a Sunday ? 

Aw GrCnerally. 

i^ At wtet tiine did th^y iifiially come I 
. jL I believe between the hews of two an4 four, 

j^ About what time did they ufually g<^? 

A. Some went at fix, others at (ey ^ or eig^t o'clock. 
/ . %^ Was all the convoriatiQtopea anfl gablic ? 

A* Yes# 

^ Did inj friend of. mine Ijri^g any))9dy he ple^^dj, ifhe* 
ther I ktiew him or not ? 

A* Some did* * • 

^. Did you confider yourfelf at liberty ta do (q>? 

A* Yes, and made ufe of that liberty. . 

tJ^JD^^y dangerous Of improper cmvejciadon, as £sr,asyp« 
liruiViVy ever pafs at my uble ?. , .^ 

3 A.\ 
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^ I do nc^ reknemW nxyi it was sdt die u/bst oboverfsdon 
that palTes at other tables* 

^ You have dined widi me often upon a Sundaj, with num- 
bers of other perlbn$> both political perfonsi and perfons wha did 
not trouble their heads with politics, I believe t 
^ A. Yes* 

J^. Have you ever heard me fay diat if there was trouble in 
this country I fuppoled myfdf ikould be one of the fipft 
vidtims? 

A. Often* 

J^ Have you ever heard me give the realba why I thought 
fo? 

A Yes; bceaiife you would cqipofe ftisy mtmiievoos cha>i^ 
ra£terS4 

^ Was it becaufe I have already c^pded all partiev I 

A. Yes; I remember jnxir making ufe of fome ftrongex^ 
preflions^ that if you was execrated by all the world, what you 
conceived to be your duty you fitocdd do. . 

^ Did you dine at the meting of the anniveriary onr the 2d 
of May, 1794? 

^ Can you recolledl the fubftance of what I then (aid ^ 

A No; I only got a word or two, being ust the. bottoniof 
the room* 

Six ^^^ 7^^ h^^ ^^ ^^ bottom of the room that I gave a 
warning to the company not to miftake the obje£i of their 
cenfore? 

A. I did not hear it. 

J^ Do you remember that I was myfclf p«ett^ feverely abtifedf 
at that meetiiKg ? 

A. 1 only heard thai yett made an avMecrade fpeech* 

Lerd Chief Jufiict Eyn. Was that the coof tfriotteuia the 
room ? 

A. Ye9; eonverifati<^n in the roDm> and afberwards. 

Mr. Toake. Was it a difficult matter to be admitted a membaf 
^ the Society for Conftitutiohal Information ? 

A. A- very eafy matter. 

.A a 2 ^ Were 
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J^ Were Acre many refu(e<f, who were willing to be raem^ 
ber$, in the courfe of the two years that you were a mem&er ? 

• A* Very few as I recoHed. 

J^ Was I remarkably diligent, or remarkably carelefs, about 
the bufinefs of that Society ? 

A, I thought you was carelefs. 
' '^ Do you believe that the profei&ons which L made for ^ 
Reform in the Houfe of Commons, in die method of eledion> 
were a pretext, or my real fentiments ? 

A, Your real fentiments. 

• ^ Have you any ftrong reafon to believe fo ? 

>/. I have great reafon to believe fo; you faid ^\^ry thing: 
would be right if the Commons. Houfe was fettled according to 
the principles at the Revolution. 

^ Have you reaibn to believe tjiat I preferred tjhe Govenr*- 
ment of England to the GoverHmeiit of FraiKe? 

A. You preferred \\ becaufe you liked it yourfelfv 

^. You do not know to what degree I liked it? 

^. No. * 

^. Was you ever taken into cuftody ? 

A. Yes, by a perfon with a warrant from the Sep^tftary rf 
State. 

^ What was the caufe J 

A I do not know; it was iaid ^' treafooable practices-" 
' ^ Were you alone in cuftody J ' 

• A. Yes. 

J^. What did you fuppofe to be the ofijedt of the Society foe 
Conftitutional Information \ 
^ A. A Parliamentary Reform* 

j^ Did you think they had any other objed in view ? 

A* Noj the name exprefied the obje^ :«-^I underftood io^ 
. ' ^ Did you think any of them intended to ufe force I 

A* No; I never faw any thing of the kind. 

j^. Had you any reafon to fufped that o^ any of the mem* 
kers? . . 

A^ No* 

% Wa» 
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^. Was it ever the fubj€<ft of convcrfation among any of 
the members ? 

A, No. 

j|L I believe you was of the Committee of Co-operation ? 

A. I really do net know, there are fb many names. ^ 

J^ You was to -co-operate with fomc of riie members of the 

-Correfponding Society, ;!nd to co-operate, it 6ys in feme of- the 

papers, for a great end — What was the great end ? 1 

, A, A Parliamentary Reform. 

^. Did I ever attend any of thofc Committees ? 

A. No. 

^ Do you remember at ariy time any of thofe aflbciated 
members (I think they are called) from the Societies at Shef- 
field, at Norwich, and other places, ever attending the Society 
for Conflitutional Information ? 

A. No, I do not remember* 

j^ Their naoKs were put in the book, but you do not -re- 
colle£l that they ever attended ? ^ 

A. No ; I paid fo little attention fometimes. 

J^. Do you recolleft a hundred thoufand copies of fomething 
(I do nol^know what) being ordered to be diftributed among 
the correfpendents in Gi'eat Britain and Ireland. 

A, I remember hearing of fuch»a circumftance* ' 

^ Did you ever fee any of them I 

A. No. 

•^. Then you do npt know that they were ever printed ? • 

A, No. ^ 

^ Do you think they were printed ? 

A^ I fhould fuppoTe not. 

^. .How much money do you think a hundred thoufand 
copies of a fheet-fuU would coft I « 

>/. I cannot fay. 

J^t I believe you have Ibme peculiar ways pf thinking of 
religion of your own ? 

A. I have, my own ways. 

^. I do not want to enquire into them ; but did you ev^ 

Aa 3 hear 



( 158 ) 
f^ear me confent to any attack upon any eftaibliiluneiit of this 
Country, religious or civil ? 

A, Never. 

J^ Have you not always heard me fpeak againft Diflenteis of 
every kind, civil and religious, for I dq not ooniine it ; have 
you not conftandy and perpetually heard me flefending every 
cflaUtflunent of the Country ftrenvoufly, a^;ainft thpfe who op^ 
pofed it? 

A, Yes ; your only objeA was a Reform in the CommQiis 
Houfe of Parliamentrirdiat e^ry thing would be rig^ if that 
was obtained. 

J^. Did you fuppofe me a gveat bigot for the Chiirch of Eng- 
land, or any other Church ? 

A. No} I thoi^ht you had no religion at alL 

J^« Do you mean, by haying no religion at all, that I had 
no preferen^ ? 

A^ No prefo-ence; duit you were for leftii^ every body en- 
joy their own, - 

J^ But you do not fupppfe I would eat litde children mdioat 
/being drefied I 

A. Na 

J^. What was yonr fubicription to the Society for Cooftitii- 
tional Information? • 

A. A guinea a year. 

J^. If any expences had been incurred befide^ the guinea that 
you fubfcribed^ (hould you have thought yourfelf aniw^rable for 
* them ? 

A No. 

^ If any member had done any ad widKNit your Concur- 
|i|gi and being a party in it) (hould you have thou^t yourfelf 
anfwerable ? 

A No. 

J^ Then if I was guilty of Tretibli, you would not have 
thought yourfelf liable, as a member of that Society, to be ap* 
prehended for treafonable pra£Hces---«that is, dU y^u was ap- 
prehended f 

A No. 



J 
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Jt, No. 

* 

^ Did jrou ever bear of fuch a Society at$ tihe Lumber 
Troop? 
^. I have. 
^ Was you a member of it ? 

j#. Never. 

» 

.^ Did you ever hear that die firft of tiieir regulaiioris is, 
that every xnediber of that Society his permiffion to knocjc 
^ down any |)aililF, cooftablr, or watchman he pleafes I ] ^ 

A* No,' r never did, . 

Mr* Tooie* I did not mean to raife a laugh, I ohly meant to 
-IKew die danger thde gentlemen run. 

Mn Solicitor GeneraL I did not clbjeft to a great, deal of 
this examinadon. 

L9rd Chief Juftia Eyre. A great deal of it^ though not 
i|uite firiddy correS^ certainly goes materially to the defence. 

Mr. Chriftopher Hully (fwonu) 
£xamined by Mr» Garrow, 

^ Were you a mianber of the Conftitutional Society ? 

A. Yes. 

^ From what time were you a member ? 

J. I do not immediately recoiled ; I believe from fome time 
laboutthe year 1791* y 

^ Have you continued ip till the prefent time? 

if . I haye continued a member till the prefent moment. 

^ Were you prefent at a meeting on the st I ft of Marc)} 
Jaft? 

jlf I cannot tell; I do not recoiled any date whatever. . 

^. Do you remember bein^ prefent at any time when a re-* 
port was made from a Committee of Correfpondence I 

A. No, I was not, 

j^ Were you prefent at the appointment of any Committee ? 

A. I do not recolledr 

j^. Have you ever heard of a Comlnittee called a Committee 
of Conference ? . 

v/- I do not recoiled to have hear4 of it till this moment, 

A ^ 4. ^ Have 
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^ Have you heard of a Cpmmlttee t)f Correlpondcnce? 

jf, I have : I wi{h to know what that Committee of Cor^^ 
refpondence was ; if it is the Committee for which thefe Gen- 
tlemen are indicted, I never heard of it till I faw it in the 
indiiftment. 

^ I know no other defcription of it than a Committee of 
Correipondence ? 

>/. I do not know whether I heard of that Committee in the 
Society. 

J^ Were you prefent at any meeting of the Socieqr whai 
9ny Committee was appointed for aAy purpo(e ? 

jf. I do not recoiled that ever I was, except one I was upop* 

^ For what purpofe was that Committee appointed ? 

jf, I cannot tell, 

^ Do you know a pcrfon of the name of Joyce i 

A Yes. 

^ Do you remember being prefent at any meeting in the 
month of April, recently, before jrou were examined before die 
Privy Council^— being prefent at any meeting when Joyce was 
in the chair ? 

jf. I rccolle<3; Mr. Joyce ui the chair at the dinner; I do not 
recolle£l him in the chair at any meeting of the Society* 

^ I aflced you whether you were prefent at any time when 
any Committee which had been preyiouAy appointed made a 
report ? 

J. I do not remember being prefent when apy Comouttee 
made any report, nor I don't believe I was* 

^ Nor being prefent when any report was read ? 

J. No, I do not recoiled it. 

J^. Do you recollect propofing a Gentleman of the name of 
Dubarry tq be a member ? 

A Yes, 

_ • • • 

^ Do you remember when that was ? 
J, No, I do not, « i 

Mr. Garrow, As you qannot recoiled any dates, I won*t 
trouble yoH with any more queftions. 
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Mr. Solicitor Getter a Ij (to Mr. Lauzun,) Where did you 
fiiid this paper ? 
J. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

{ExtraSfs were read from the Report of the Committee of Con^ 
Jiitutioft of the London Correffonding Society. — No date.) 

[Vide Hardy's Trialj vol. 2, page 127.] 



Mr. Solicitor General. There is no date to the papcf which 
has been juft read, and I cannot afcertain the date of it any 
otherwife than by the time when the Committee were appointed. 

^. (to Mr. Gurnell.) Will you fay where you found this 
paper ? 

J. J. found it in the deflc of Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Solicitor General. This is the appointment of Mr. Feliit 
Vaughan ^o be a Delegate to the Committee for preparing this 
Conftitution; endorfed 30th of Aprils 1792. 

{It was read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trials vol. 2. page ii26.j 



Mr; Solicitor General Wc Ihall how read a letter to the people 
of France, from Mr. Paine, which was. printed by the Londoi^ 
Correfponding Society; -and of which your Lordihip may rc- 
€olle(^ diey fent two hundred copies- to the Conftituttonal So- 
ciety, 

^: {to Mr.'Gurnell) Did you find this paper any where^? 

A, This I found in Mn Hardy's houfe. 

(Letter of Thomas Paine to the people of France^ publijhed and 
dijiributed^ gratis^ by the London Correfponding Society^ dated 
fariiy September 2Sthy Firjt Year of the Republic^ read.) 

[Vide Hardy* s Trial, vol. 2. page 9.] 
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FOR THE PRISONER. 



The Honourable ThoMas Erskzne. 

Gentlemen of the Juryy 

When I compare the fit u at ion in which, not many days a^o, I 
ftood up to addrefs myfelf to a Jury in this place, widf that 
• which I now occupy — When I reflect upon the emotions which 
at that time almoft weighed and prefled me down into the eordi, 
with thofe which at this moment animal and fupport me, I 
fcarcely know how to bear myfelf, or in what manner to ccMidudt 
my caufc. 

I jftood up here, Gentlemen, upon the firft trial, not. alone in* 
deed, but firmly and ably fupported by my honourable, excd- 
lent, and learned friend, whofe affiftance I ftill have— • 

[Here Mr. Erjkine was interrupud with the noife made iy Jim§ 
workmen^ wbuh the Court ordered to is, Jiopt^ and^, which 
being done^ he proceeded.] 

Gentlemen, I am too much ufed to public life to be at all 
^{concerted by any of thefe little accidents, and, indeed, I am 
rather glad that any interruption gives me the oppdrtunity of re- 
peating a fentiment fo very dear to me-^IHood up here, not 
alone, but ably and manfuUy fi^iported by this ^cellent friend, 
who now fits by me ; yet, ui>der circumftances of diftreis and 
s^gitation, wbich no a^ftance could remoy^V^^ which I even 
PQw tremble to look back upon* I appeared in this place as -the 
•reprefehtative of a poor, lowly, and QbfelH:^ mechanic, known 
•only, of courfe, to perfons in equal obibirit^ with' hin4H£i yet, 
in his rume and perfon, had to bear. up i^jaiirfl a-{)refllmB .which 
no advocate in England ever before had t^con^^ with, for die 
moft favored or powerful fubjed, I had to contend, in the firft 
place, againft the vaft and cxtenfive— rbut, after the verdi<^ 
which has been given, I will not fay the c^ujhing influctnce of 
the Crown of England. ' I tji9*fc*ft"i"|gWa ^rpte the\ci^'na-i 
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^re of the cafe, with that deep and folid intereff which everf 
|;ood fubjed: takes, and ought to take, in the life of the Chief 
Magiftrate appointed to execute the laws ; and whofe fafety is 
fo inieparably connected with, the general happinefs, and the fta- 
bility of the Government. I had further to contend with an in- 
^eft more powerful and energetic — with that generous and be-* 
nevolent intereft, founded upon aiFe£lion for the King*s perlbnt 
which has fo long been, and, I tiuft, ever will remain the cha-* 
ra^riftic of Engliibmen. Thefe prepofleffions, juft in them- 
felves, but connected with dangerous partialides, would, at any 
finuy have been fufficiently formidable ; but at what feaiba had 
I to contend with them ? I had to contend with them when a 
ploud of prejudices covered every peribn whofe name could be 
mentioned or thought of in the courfe of my defence— prejudices 
fiot only propagated by honeft, though miftaken, zeal^ but fy^ 
mented by wickednefs beyond the power of language to give 
jmy idea of — and all directed againft the Societies of which the 
prifoners were members, only becaufe they had prefumed to do 

r ... 

what thofe who prpiecuted them had done before, them in other 
times; and from the doing of which they had raifed their 
fortunes, and ac<]uired the very power to proi^cute and op<» 
prefs. 

I had to contend too with all this in a moft fearful feaim; 
when the light and humanity, even of an EngliOi public, was 
with no certainty to be reckoned on — when the face of the earth 
was drawn into convuliions-^rwhen bad men were trembling for 
what ^ght to follow, and good men for what ought not--<md 
|vhen all the principles of our free Conftitudon, under the 
dominion of a delufive or wickedly infufed terror, &emed to be 
trampled under foot^ Gentlemen, when we reflect, however, 
upon die found principles, of the law of England^ and die ex- 
ited hiftory of its juftice, I might, under odier circumftances, 
^ave looked even thofe accumulated dangers in the face. There 
^ottld have ilill remained that which is paramount to the ordt- 
mxy law, and the corre<^or of its abufes ; there would flill have 
pmained that greast tribunal, raifed by the wifdom of our ancef- 
|or% for the iupport of the peo|>le'9 rights \ that triburuil which 
. . has 
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has made the law itfelf^ and which has given me you to look at--* 
that tribunal, which from age to age has been the champion oi 
public liberty, and which has fo long, and fo often been planted 
before it as a fhield in the day of trouble. — But looking to that 
quarter, inftead of this friendly fhield of the fubje^^) I found a 
fliarp and dcftroying fword in the hand of an enemy. The pro- 
Ccd^ing Commons was icfelf the accufer of my client, and a£ted 
as a Solicitor to prepare the very brieis for the profecution; I 
am not making complaints, but dating the fads as they exifted^ 
The very brie&, I fay, without which my learned Friends (as 
they ihemfelves agree) could not have traveUed through the caufe, 
were {vepared by the Commons of Great Britain, came before 
the Jury ftamped with all its influence and authority, preceded 
by proclamations, and the publications of authoritative reports, in 
every part of die kingdom, that the influence of the prejudg- 
ment might be co-extenfive with the iftand. 

I had, therefore, to contend with an impeachment, without 
the juftice belonging to fuch a {M-oceeding. — When a fubjed is 
impeached by the Commons of England, he is not tried by a 
Jury (rf* his Country ; Why ?— becaufe the benevolent liiftitu* 
tiuns of our wife i^e&thers forbad it. They confidered that 
when the Commons were the accufers, the Jury were the accu« 
/ers alfo. They confidered tiie Commons in Parliament, and 
the Commons at large, to be one and the fame thing, though 
one would . think from the proceedings we are now engaged in, 
and every thing connected with them, that they had no con* 
ne^ion with one another; but that x)n the contrary the Houfe of 
Commons was holding out a fiege againft their conftituents, and 
fupporting their authority againft the privileges of the people^ 
wiK)fe reprefcntatives they are and ought to be. Upon an im- 
peachment beiides, the Lords in Parliament upon die fbne 
principle becomes a criminal court of juftice for all the fubjcds 
of England* A common man is not farad before that high 
aflembly, but Jiies t$ it for nfuge^ becaufe, a& Mr. Juftice 
Blackftone well exprafles it, all the reft of the nation is fiip* 
ppfed, by the law, to be engaged in the profecution of their 
reprd&ntatives. But did the I^ords in Parlianient ft'and in. that 

fituatioa 
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Ikuatioh m the cafe of Ae prifoners at this bar ? Though nor 
formally arraigned before the great men of the realm, could 
they look up to them, for countenance and fupport ?• Gentlemen^ 
the Lords united themfelves with the Commons in the accufa* 
tion, and, like the Commons, prejudged the caufe by the public- 
cation of reports, which contain the whole mais of the crimi^ 
Dating evidence^— r- 

I hady.befides all this, to wade through a mais of matter be-* 
yond the retich of the human underftanding to dtieiitangle or 
comprehend,, and which no ftrength of body could eommunkatef 
if underftood i a fituation to new and unparallelled in the 
criminal jufticc of the Country, that the Judges were obliged* 
to. make, new experiments upon our legal Conftitution, to in- 
vent the .means of trial : I go along with die decifion of the 
Court as to the adjournment, diough I wave no privilege for 
my client; but what fhall we fay of a decifion which nothing'' 
hut neceffity couid have )uftified ; which ftarts up (or the firtt 
tiqfie in the year 1794) after the Conftitution has endured for 
{o many centuries ; and which brings the Judges of the land in' 
coafiiltation together^ to confider how by device, indulgencei or' 
eonfenty or bow at laft by the compiuifion of aathority, they' 
might be able to deal with a caj(e, which had not only nopa^allejir 
but nothing even analcgous to it in the records or tradkions of 
obr Cownfry. 

I had laftly to contend, wfdi all ttett array of ability and learn-'' 
iog which is how before me, though with this confolatidn, that; 
the contenuon was with honourable men* It is the glory of 
the Englifli Bar, that the integrity and independence of ft» 
meoobers, is no mean fecurity of the fubj.e£^. 

When in fpight of ail ibis mighty, and feemingly infuperafekf 
preflare, I re€oUc<5l that an humble^ obibure, and lowly^ indi- 
vidual was. not merely acquitted, but delivered with triumph^ 
Ifom the . dangers which furrounded him ; when I cal) tommS 
that hU deliverance was fealed by a verdy&f ndt obtained hf 
Cftbal, or legal artifice, but fupported by principles, which every 
man» who has a heart in his bolbm, muft approve, and whi^h 
accordingly has obtained the moft marked and public approba^i 

^ . tion; 
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tion; ivfaen I conftder all chi»-^it raifes up a whirlwind of etfio^ 
tfons in my mind, which I'lone but him who rides upon the 
whirlwind could give utterance to exprefs. In that feaibn of 
danger when I thought a combination of circumftances exifted, 
which no innocence could overcome, and having no ftrength of 
my own to rely on, I could only defire to place the Jury uodcr 
the proteflion of that benevolent Providence, which has fo l<Mig 
peculiarly watched over the fortunes of this favoured ifland : iln- 
ccrely, and from the bottom of my heart, 1 wiflied that a vcr- 
diSt jihould be given, fuch as the Jury might look up to God» 
as well as around them to man, when they pronounced it* Gen- 
tlemen, that verdi£l: is given and recorded, and the honour and 
juftice of the men who, as the inftruments of Providence, pro* 
nounced it, are recorded, I truft, for ever along with it. 

It may be bid that this way of confidering the fubjed is thr 
re(ult oi a warm enthufiaftic temper, under the influence of i 
religious frducation, and it may be fo— -but there is another 
ppint of .view in which men of all tempers, and however edu^* 
cated> muft confider it» All men muft agree in confidering the 
deciiion as a great and folid advantage to the country : they muft 
iecin it that our jnftitutions- are found; and at a'tiine when it 
isi fit that the whole 'nation ihould rally round its Government 
and Ccmftitiitton, inftead of one part of it being fet up to ca- 
lumniate and perfecute another* They muft agree, that no^ 
event could be more fortunate than a public trial, iiriiich demon* 
jlrates that we hold our lives, and every thing diat is dear t^ 
IK, under a law which nothing can fuperiede; becaufe there i9 
liftle Ijicelihood that men will defire to change a Cenftitutioar 
which thoroughly protects them. And before this caufe is over, 
yoMk ynH iee that no man has ever had any fuch di^fition* 

G e nd e m en, we now come to the merits of the caufe itMf; 
atulthov^ if I were myfeU* at the bar, ii^ead of the Honou^a* 
\lc Geat|eman who is arnugned before you, I fkould be difpoM 
'%> trouble you very little in my own defence, yet I mean 10 
puifiae no fiich courfe as die advocate of others. I fajrthe 
advocate of- others : for my client muft forgive me if I almoft 
iak fight of bim in the determination of my duties. - Indeed, I 

can 
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ego bardly find him out in the mafs o£ matter which has been read: 
to you. One is obliged to fearch for him through the proceed^ 
ii^gs, and with difficulty can fiud his name^ whlift others to 
whom,! owe a flmilar attention^ and who ftatid behind for trial 
are undoubtedly implicated in part of that which has been fruit- 
lefsly read againft him* It is this alone which obliges me at all 
to confider the quality of the tranfadions before you, and to 
apply them to the law; left aflumed h&Sy and erroneous doc-« 
trines (hould meet me at another time^ and in another xihzta&er^ 
touching in their cpnfequences the fafety of the other priibners, * 
and of the whole people of this l^d. 

. Th(e firft. thing we have to confider in this, as in all other' 
trials, is the hature of the accuiation* What are we here about ? ' 
For to iay the truth, it is a little difficult at firft view to find if 
out. It is the glory of the Engliih law, that it requires even in 
the commoneft cafes {a fortiori in a cafe of hUpd) the utmoflf- 
precifion of pharge, and a proof correfpondingly precife* Hit-' 
ting the bird in the very eye ; ftricStly conformable, not merdjf 
tp the fubftance of the crime, but to the accufing letter. 
, Let us fee,^ therefore, what the charge is 
. Wl^en I had the honour to difcufs this fubje£l before, it was* 
tp another Jury, and, indeed, to another Court; for I now fee 
Qfi the bench; an honourable and learned Judge, who was not 
thi^n preient : fome of you alfo, Gentlemen, moft ptobably . 
-\y€^e ip the way of hearing) and. of receivi^^ an imporeffion^ 
from the able addrefe of the AttQrney General, ia the intro*- 
dud^n.pf Mr. Hai;dy's Trial^j for you were bound to be pre-^ 
feat in Court when the Jury was called) and it is not to bo 
fi^pofed) that after having difcharged, on that day, your duty- 
t9i the pMblicby a painful atte^idance, you would continue it ini 
order to hear the defence with which you had no manner ^ofy 
Qoncern*- If you oome) therefore,, with any bias upon yo\a 
^jit^ froip the; fitu^ion you w^re platted in by your duties, ic 
«r^t>e a|>ias a^iai^ft me; for you.: heard every thing ba one^ 
fidey. and npdiing npon the other:, it. becomes my duty, theie^ 
ipr^) tOi0> Qver again the faine arguments which. I empbyed 
hiefo^e^.j^ougjai fome of you. ace not yet recovered from tbe^ 

fatigue 
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fttigue o( attending to them. Nor is the tafle leis naufeou^ t<3 
inyfelf } but neverthelcfs, irkfome as it is, it muft be performed r 
I am not placed here to eftabliflt a re{iutation for fpeaktng, nor ' 
tp amufc others with the novelty of difoourfe; but to defend 
innocence, and to maintain the liberties of my country. 

Gentlemen, the charge is this— 

The indiiftment ftatcs, ** T'hat all the prifonefs (whofi names' 
/ Jhall hertaftet enumetatey when I ctmu to remark upon tbe^ . 
evidence) ^^ intending to excite infurro£^ion, rebellion^ and war 
^ againft the King, and to fubvert the Rule and Government of 
^ the Kingdom, and to depofe the King from his Royal State ' 
^* and Government of the Kingdom, and to bring and put the' 
^ King to death*^Maliciou(ly and traitorou^y, and with forces 
^ did, amongft diemfelves^ and together with other falfe traitors, 
*^ conipire^ compafe, and imagine to excite infurre&ion, rebellion^ 
^ and war againft the King, and to fubvert the Legiflature, Rule^* 
^ and Government of the Kingdom, and to depofe the King 
^ from the Royal State and Government of the Kingdom, and to 

«* BRING AND PUT OUR SAID LORD THE KiNG TO DEATH.'** 

This is the whole charge — But as it is an offence which has its 
feat in the heart, the Treafon being complete by the uncon- 
fummated intention, it is enacted by pofitive ftatute, and was in-- 
deed the ancient pra£kice upon the general principles of Englifll 
law, that he who is accufed of this crime, which conftfts in the 
invifible operations of die mind, fliould have it diftin£lly dtf- 
dofed to him upon the fame record, what a<^s the Crown in- 
tends to eftablifl), upon the trial, as indicative of the Treafen i 
which dSb^do not conftitute the crime, but are charged upon the* 
reeord, as the means employ^ by the prifoner to accomplifli 
the intention againft tlie King's life, which is the Treaibn under* 
the firft braiKh of thb ftatute. 

The record therefore goes on to charge^ that, ^ in order to 
** fulfil, perfeft, and bring to'effeft their moft evil and trea- 
^* fonable compaffings and imaginations," {tbat it to fsy^ the 
ccnufajjings and imaginations antecedently averred^ viz. to bring 
and J^ut the King to deaths) *' they met, confulted, confpired^ 
^ and agreed ampngft themfelves, and others^ to the Jurors un-« 

*^ known^ 
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^ kxyyf/my to cftufe and pa>ciire a convetition and meeting of 
^ divers fubje£ts of the Realm, to be held and afiembled within 
^< this Kingdom." Now, in ordor to ^Iinridate die true eflence 
0f tU$ animolous crimen and to prevent the poffibiltty of coii- 
founding the Treafen vMk the ovekt*act,' which, is onlj^ 
chaiiged as the manifeftation, ^rf* it^— *let u» paiiie here a litde, 
md foe what Vroiild have been the confequehce if the thaf ge had 
finiihed faere^ without further conneding the ovbrt^act with 
the Trjeason^ by dire£Uy.diarging die. Convention to have 
been afiembled for the PORppsE op bHinozng the Kino 
TO death; I (ball not be put to argue that no proceedings 
ccfuid have been had upon fudi a defeiftive indifhnent ; finee 
common fenfe muft inform the moft Unlettered mind, that merely 
to hold a Convention of the peo]de,' wliich might be for va^lious 
PURPOSES, without alledging for what purpose it. was a(^ 
fembled^ would riot only not amount to High Treaibo, but to 
no crime whatfoever. The ihdiffanent therefore, of neceffity, 
proceeds to aver^ that ^ they confpired to hold this Conventioi^ 
^ WITH intent, and in erdir^ that tht perfans fo to hi 4^ 
^ fembled at ^fuch Conventimj and Me^ting^ fiouU and mght^ 
^ wkktMy and traiiorfiufly^ without and in defamct of the au^ 
** tbority^ and againft the will of tht Parliament of this King^ 
^^ donii fuhvert^ and alter ^ and caufe to he fubvertedand aU 
^< teredi the Legiflature^ Ruli^ and Government of tie King^ 
'< iftm;" What then is the charge in ibis firft count of the io^ 
didment, when its members are conneded together, and tdteii 
as one whole i It is that the prisoner confpired, and confixle** 
rated, with odsers, to fubveit the Rule and Government of thef 
Kingdom, and to depofe the King, and to brxko and tvT 
HIM to death ; which laft of the three is the only eflfential 
charge: for I fliall not be put to argue ihAt the indidment 
would have been equally complete widiout the two former, and 
.wholly and radically defective without the latter % iinoe it has 
be^, and will again be conceded to me, that the com^* 
pasjsikg the King's i^zAyn is the gist qf the indict# 

MBNT, WHICH NOTHING CAN ADD TO, AND THE OMISSIOKT 

OF WHICH NOTHING CAN »vPPX.r. Xh^ indL^oit, diere^ 
. ,VoL. I. B b * fore^ 
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^^ fiaviiig dfairgad die tnkcroncoaifa&tigf pr0cHAj in nsit^' 
fenaitjr to ttv flatute, to ibte di« aA ckarged to lia«& bcea^ 
^ownitted ki ftilfilBiettt of it^ i ihi Lh jou obferve is notiadf 
arned aflemhljr to &izr and deftrtif at Mto the peHb» of 4i# 
Ksagr but a oonffitB^ty to» «fieA ^e btne purpofe tfaroug^ tto 
Qiediam of a Convention ; tk« indKiSbnttit iheMfere chai^ot iltei# 
4e%ii to aflemkte tkis Conventioiv tM»c as a. meeting to^ petition 
i» the Relbm of Parliaanen^ or todelibeiatB ii|k>o Ae grfev-* 
anees of Ae Coimtcy^ b«t tridi ^ fixd andk reoted Intent itf 
ibe mini, dSat diis Conventieiv wfaon^ got togedier, «^tovev 
might be its extenial pretest, flipuid dq)ofe the King^ awd^ 
BUT irSM TO HEATH- It is. in^Eiailiye fheiefore to fepante ibtf 
^Msxibera of dut chai^ wiihcaat deStfOfing its ivlioie ei^ftence f 
bcc5u&3 the diarge. of tbo opaaptt^ihg would be utterly voiii 
without the anft^oA wbicii thei^atiM requires to^be charged a» 
ibe tneai^ eaip1oye4.b]i ihe priibmr.toaccompbfli the TreafiHv 
^nd becaufe no other aifts can be reforted ta for ict eflahtiih^ 
faentv and ihe overt«&6l would he e^ially nugatory if ^fi^parate^ 
ft^cm. the ^cmpailng^ aiifcs. the ovirt-act does not 

}17BtTAMTiVIty eonSVITVTE THS TREASON '>WH:^9I SE- 
9ARATEl?i EROM THE TRAITOROUS FVRP03S OP TR^ 
l«fH0 WHI<« -RRODVCED; LT, RUT It OKL^f TH£ VISftiUT 
M'ANtFSSTATIOir CA TBB TRAITOROUS mTENYlOKy WmCK 
St A^MUTTSn, OV AI.J. KANPS, TO B£ TMS CRIMS^ ^nd 

yoitr oficcy thecefere, QemkaMn*«^(/ Afy tie wit^ 9r wfikm^ 
er art^kf of mf&f^ tOL ramm*: mSr fr^m the 'faJitian)'^y&dT ^&ce 
it to try whither the jnecoid, imSepmblt as I have Ihoim it to b« 
in its members^ bs true, or false.. Or,, to fum iip?fts>eoii^ 
tents in a wordy, whether the pntoner canfpiredyWidt others^: to 
hold a Convention or Meetings with the defign that, under ihi^ 
toaik of Refiorm of Pa^iament^ it fhould d^poib the King frMS 
lis. Koyal O&ce, aad i^bstrqy iusl jb^TB. . 
; Theraarc (everal other overt-ads .chajrge^ in die iiidii%iaoR^ 
to which^ however^ 3fon will fee, at a gbayee, that the iame prin« 
•ipk wiU uniformly apply, iinee .t^: comparing the death, of 
tho Kiog is aHke the charge in all of them ;v the csiert^Sti only 
dtfieODg jtom cme another, aathe indi&xnent. charges. 4i&ren 



tSt^ coomded^ wi& tbe dEbmVltng of Ais Conventian^Tud) a» 
llQw it. waft to be fadd — wllo were lo form Ccanmittees for |>ra* 
yeiting its niecdiig-«~aiMl (o oQ^r^whicb I do DQt particularize 
juft now, bccaufe I ihaU have oceafKHi to confickr tfaem diftin^jr 
when I come to die parttcabc^ of tbe evidence. There j$ one 
«f the counts, however, that has b^n fo ftrongly relied on in 
argument, aod to which fo large a portion of the evidence ba$ 
been thought to appiy^ that it ia necei&ry, in this place, to at-^ 
tend to its ftru<5ture» I mean the count whi^h cl^rges tbe cir- 
ciilacion «£ papens. We have bea,rd a gr^ many of them readg' 
and thejr will be a leiTon to me never again, to deftr<iy <Ai newi^ 
papefa as u&lefe wrappii^s, but to treafitrc them up as precious 
maoufcripts for the difcovefy^f plots, and f<%rets of confpiratQra i 
for, with a very few exceptions, the whole of the written evidence 
•»^by \;riiich fa deep laid and deteflabk a conl^iraey, is ftippoied 
to have been developed by the feinaf e of the perfons and cor^ 
re^ppndencesi of tfaitor8'**-4iaa been to be found, for two years 
paft, upon the public file of every, common ^o^^per^ and re^^ 
tailed, over and over again, in every town and country maga^ 
zine in the Kingdom ; and lEhit too with the tii^lted eonient <if 
his Majefty'a Attorney General, vi^o could tiol: help feeing 
them, and who never thou^ of profecutiikg any man for theil 
puldication. Yet tbefe £ud old newfpapers are^ on a fiiddem 
eoUeded togethori and dieir cisculation charged as vox ortrt^2i,St 
of High Treafon againft the honourable Gendemao before you| 
aldiot^h, with' a very few and perfedly haimtefo exeeptioniiy it 
has not btien fhewn that he cither wrote them^ i»r publiflied 
ibem, or Oread 'diem, 4or eveniknew of tbririfisetftonce* - •'■ '^* 
But fuppofing him to have been the audtor of all tbe vobsm^ 
which have been tead, let us exaooibife how they are cfaargodi^m 
•rdertp ereft their circuhtioA inta Treafon. : '^ 

^ The. indi£^ent ftates,, that ^ further to fulfil their traitoroiia 
^ intentioci wsaftrefrid^** {referring id tht anteadent chaise $f 
i^ffgmgiu tkt frrtmr cmmt) ^ they maUcioufly, af»dv tr^lpj^* 
V oufly9 did compofe, and write, and cauie to be oDihpoied trd 
^ written, ' divers. bodLS, pamphlets^ letters, ^ad tnftru4liont) 
$^ purporting, asdxontauiiiig thdreioy among^ other. diing%>pn^ 
-.., ^ B b 2 *' couragementSj 
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* couragettients and exhortations to move, inddce, ahd p«iii^e 
^ the fubjecls of our fatd Lord the King, to choofe, dqmte, zai 
^ fend, and caufe to be dxifen,' d^utbd, and fent^ perfons as 

* Delegates, to compofe and coiiftitttte fuch Convention as afn'e'i 
** faidj with the-tFaitorous purpofes TiS&rdbad'^'^iMobicb is agnei 

r 

to he a reference U the traitormii purpofes enumerated in th^ 
antecedent part of the indictments H«re, tUerefore,- let us paufe 
again, io review the fabftance of this acculation^ 

* The charge, you oWerve, is KOT Ae writing of a libel, or 
libds ;. or for thcfir publication, or diyculalion ;. but their compo^ 
iition and .circulation to effeSt the prenuditated^ preconcerted 
Treafin againjl the King's life* This intention^ in their circula- 
tion,' was accordingly confidered by die Court moft diiliiidiy 
and corredly, not ofdy in die charge to the Grand Jury, but 
tipon the former trial) as the mereft matter of ia6k which could 
poffibly be put upon parchment ; totally dtfentangled from every 
legal qualification^ We are iiot^ dierefore, examining wiiedm 
thefe papers ^ich have been read, or any of them^ are Kbdsi 
but whether (whatever may be dieir crimtnai or illegal qualities) 
they were written and circulstted by men who, havij^ ]u-ede-' 
terniined, iii didr wicked imaginationSj to depofe and put to death 
the King^ wrote and publ^ed tfadm to excite odiers ta aid diem 
in the accomplilhment of that deieftabld and tnutorous con^iracy* 

There is^another overt^uS, in whicfa the p«b]ii»doii of die 
£ime papers are diarged^ which I oidy read to you to fhew dio 
uniform apfriication of the principle .which obvidufly pervades 
every'branch and member' of the iidijAinent. It ftatesy diat 
^ the prifoners^ in further Rdfilmefit of the TxefedRui mfofufaidf*, 
(i. e.' by reference^ the Treafrm jof .^tixriHC THE Kjkg> to 
DEAT]^) << and,\in older the men dreaitily and eAfhiaHf to al^ 
<< femble fuch Convendon and Madsg.as aforefiiid) i/hr tis 
^ traitorous purpofes afwefaid^* (i. e* ^ r^rmce^ the traitor^ 
hut purpofe againft the life of the Kin^) ^ they compded, and 
^ t^fed to be codfipofed, divers^ faboks^-pamphietsi &eJ ^rpoit* 
c' ing and Containing, amongft^ odver.diings, iadtements^ en^ 
«c couragemfiUtts, and exhprtadonsy . to move, iaduceV ^aod .per^ 
^' iuade die* fubjeds of owr fidd Lord the .King to choofc) 
r -^ .. , ' .. . ^ « dc- 
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^ depute, aiid fisn^ ami^^attfe to be chofeti, deputed and fenV 
^ forfons. as DcWgate* toconifofe fuch Qonvention and Meet-: 
^ ing 819 •fl&fefeid, to aid and affift in carrying iiitq effedl fuch; 
^ tra^ousi fubverfive ^teiation and depoiltion as laft afpre- 
? iaid." So that this charge differs in nothing from the former^ 
For it is ; not that ciiaunal pamf^lets were publiCbedy but that 
ttiey wbQ pu^ihed them having wi<;J^ed)y and malic^ioufly con« 
^iv^ ijn th^tr mind^ and fet on foot a confpiracy wholly to. 
overthrow and fubvert the Government, to depofe, an^ to put /« 
4€atk the Kingy publiiked . them for the exprefs purpofe of ex-*, 
siting o|h^i$ ^ join diem in the accooiptiiliQXient of their 
Xr^afon, It dp^s not charge die publication ipf libellous niatter»^ 
whidh peradvenmre^ or even in all probability, might excite, 
odiers^ to m^iif<iff fuch a cqnfpiracy; but to excite odiers to 
|j9EUl in. the a<scob3piiflwe^ of oi^ akeady. hatched, in. the mind 
and intention of the prifoner. . . 

* GetitleBien,' I ihould not funher enlarge upon matter whidi 
^pcars tobe. fipk fQlf-eyideat^ more efpeciaSy a$. I.pinrc^ve that 
I have the aSc^rtt oi the Court tp th^ meanii^^nd oooftru^joq 
of the indiiibnent as I bave ibtjed it, were it not .diat oi| 
die former tri^ it was dire^y queftioned by di^ SoUc^Qi; 
pfiirr^ ill: art argifmeot whicfa I camioi poffibiy reconcile 
yf\ii% any .Qne-principle or .prefcedeqt of Englifli hw^ I am« 
peifuad^dth^ h? w31 notcon&der ^VS' obfervalioii^. a perfanl 
* 9tt^ck upon his ifi|eg|rity» or any depcedatiQn of ^ bis profeKonal 
kanuQg) lor both of v^ikji IMve always bad ai j^p^t refpeiS:, 
When the mind hafi long ibeep c^ng^ged upon a particutaJ^ fub-^ 
je^y and has faap{>ened to Ipok at it in. a pardciilar point o{ 
view» it.i^ it$ f^atiiral |i|ik99ty toj drawiotp ^ vortc:fC of its 
owa ideas, whatever ic cap lay hold o^ bowevor unfuitcd tx^ 
dxeir fuppprt. I cannot ac^xiMnt iipqo any odier principle for 
the d^itt^ 9ligtiitaiiied; by fa very l^^r»ed a perfoo, in hi% late 
reply in tUs place; a doctrine fo extraordinary, .that I would. 
|)|)t veoture to.'^note.it fr^m m^ qwd memory, an4 which I 
A^l, thei^jg^ore^ read to, you firpm die opte I have boea fiir> 
9^%i W^ y^ o^y learned frieod whp fits near m% *^ A dcy^^riw 
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^Mi'l am ftHbaM Ae Mitim GhmrJ nAM Ml, u^ 

i«fle£6ofi, re^nuitiiCGiin to be ^ lftw^ ftfid which, if it wtref 

At ln^ I would fiot live in dia Countfy longer Atn to iiitflr 

my ti4drtfii to you* He by% roawUy^ diat the kw u^on- ^f 

fiibje£k is per&£dy cUttr$ nftmely» Ait any ^ done (attend E 

Weiech yoa to the expreffion) 9kftt any ail dame tokkh may tn-^^ 

dimgeY ih4 iift rf tht King^ \t in the judgment of Ae hiw> n 

ftft 4<me in purfuance of an iMeikt to coBfk]Mi£i his death. That 

Ac iitfk i9y in point of law, demonftratite of Ae pufpofe, tfid 

cohftimtas the crime of Ffigh Treafon; that theittiaginatic^l of 

perional harm to the Kingibrms no part of it; and tint it it 

not nMtcfiifal wheiiier the peHbn charged had in contempktioli 

the eonfiN)uehce$ that nrdght IbHovr from whdA he d)d» it beii^ 

ftiffitient) indepemfent>y of all .intention, if die dmth of the 

King wasi a prAable conftquenoe of what he wtsF afyool 

to do. '...,. 

t- Oentlethen, <m hardly knows where one is after reading' h 

ilrange and . coftfotinding a propoftlionrf l^ie * argument, in 

flioi^v it'neitlief'niore nor lefs than thi4-^Th«t if I do an aA^ 

Aough Svith the moft iniiodent k^ind^ and Without conteinpbtii^ 

fliat any danger* can poffii^ touch the King) nay mor?, if 

ftoM^ SI Ifnl^akeit ieal I do an a<i from fWhich die Ji^ry are 

Cbnvkiccdtfcat I hoheftiy conceived his perfonwOlM be ftfer^ 

and his^ tcigii more fecure and iUuftrious; yet (4fn9t in thi 

event) but only in the ofiniin rf laijuytrsy mj condud led to 

die dire<St contrary tonfei^ence, I anri to be adjudged in hw 

a com^^erof the Kiog's deaths I am to be feund^ in point of 

U^ to have intended what I never thought of, and a Jury, 

whofe province is to declare thI fact, is to be bound in con- 

iciehce to find me guilty of defigning-tho King^s dea^, dKHigh 

their cbnfciences inform them, from the Whole evidence, dsit 

i fought nothing but the he^di of hi$ perfeny «id ^ honour 

of his Crown, 

1 Gentlemen, this is fuch a inonilfous, horriUe propofit^siii 
that I would rather, at the end of alt their caufes^ when Ihad 
^niOied my.du^ to their unfortunate objecE^, jdie vpon-^ly 
knec9 thanking God, that for die prote£lion of innocence, and 

rf:.-:r i, ' • ' die 
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At Bsfdtf of mj Cbavktf^ I had becft tmk Ae iiijftnifiieiit of 
deiqFing and rej^obatihg it, tkio Hve to the age af Methufalem 
fer hstditg it pats anexpofed ivA VArebttlced. 

It may. be; cttriaus to examine to what coAclo£6a$ dfis do£trii«s 
4}f a lawyer'a ^pctulation apoR pnibable confequencesy Amteing 
ikut die examiAation of axQUal imeiitioin^ migkt l«»i; It it 
part of 4ke oridence before jbs agaailft the faonoiuiMe genr* 
^dmnoi at your bar» that a profx>isdon wats aiaife to, aikd adopted 
bfi the Conftituiional Society to fend a Deiegatse t# dve Goa^ 
veotioa at Edinburgh; and you have been deiired^ froih tlii« 
itieafure^ and odiers of a ftmLlar beiating^ «o find an itifentioh 
i^o deftroy die KiDg» fcDiD the probable confeifuefiee of fuch 
proceedings^ Let us try the validity of this logic-i^the Society 
tf£ the Friends. cf dve Peo^e ^fome of whoib pi-ooeedifigsare in 
evidence) had a iimilar propofkion made^ to them to fehd a 
i^legate to thj» fiimb Coovention, and the meafui^ was only 
jrejeded, after a cotifidtoiable degree of debate i (ufj/mk^ on the^ 
«oncniryi they had agrtei to fend one, and that I, whp am now 
^Msakiag ta you, had been of the number who con&atedv i 
ftould dien have been iii a ymtk predicameht than rby ehent 
lirho appears to hare oppofed it » 1 fhould have been fiaund to 
have confefited 10 ao a&, which, o^cprtiiMg to Jime kg$i c^^ti 
bad a tendency t9 deftroy die King, and although my life wa§E 
Jaborioufly devoted to the duties of my profeffioni which tat on 
i^flF.from attending to the particular coadufi of rejfohners^ 
ifaougfa I. approved of their general as)d avowed Qbje(3t:-^Mr. 
Yorke's fpeech at Sheffield, and all the matter befides which 
h^ consumed our time and [Patience iqit three days paft,. would 
have been read to eft^bltfh my confplracy with peo^ whoiti I 
oevec iaw, or heard of, in the couirfe of my etlfteoce; it is^ 
befides equally High Treafon to compaft and imagine die death 
of the Heir. Apparent, as the death of the King \ and if the 
nature of the confpiracy was to reach the King's life, by fub^i 
vertiog the Government^, i^ fubverfion would kad as diredly^ 
in its confequenc^, to th^ deftru£tion of his. fucceflbfj and xitm^ 
leqUently would, upon, the aeknowjedged principles of law, bo 
^ fompaiftng of the death, of the Prince .of Wales* -See thetj 

Bb ^ to 
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to ivfaal mooftroos eonchrfioiis it wouU lead, to cohfider aii 98b 
as legally. condufive of an intention, inftead o£ examining it 
with the eye of reafon, and as a fa£k from the drcumftances 
attending itr It fo hap^ned that at diis very time, and though 
a member of this Society of Rjefiuiiiers, I was Attorney Gei^ral 
to the Prince, fworn of his Privy Council, high in his perfonal 
confidence, and full of tfiat affection for him which I yet retain. 
Would it have been &id. Gentlemen, (I am not fixking credit 
with you for my integrity) but would it havQ been Taid wi&out 
ridicule, that a man, pUced as I was, in a hi^ fituation about 
the Heir Aiqpaient of the Crown, who had at once the will waA 
the privilege to reward my (enrices; diat I, who was ferving 
him at the very moment in terms of confidence apd regard, was 
to be taken conclufively to be plotting bis political deftcu&ion^ 
and his natural death. 

This dodrine, fo abfurd and irraticxial, does not a^poar tci 
me to be fupported by any thing like legal authority. 

In die firft place, let it be recdle£led that this is an indi&- 
ment on aftatute, and not upon the commoyilaw, vdiich.haa 
the .precedents made by Judges for its foundation;— the rule q£ 
a£tion here depends upon a written unalterable record,- 
^na£led by. the Leglilature of the kingdom for the protei^on a£ 
Ae.fubjeds life, and ^riiidi .the Judges upon the Bench have hq 
right to tranfgreis or alter a letter o^ becaufe other Judges, may. 
have done, fo before them.--^As fiur as the law ftands upon^tra^' 
^ition, it i$» made by the precedents of Judges, and diere is nq 
other evidence of its exiflence; but a ftatute is ever prefen^ 
to fpeak for itfelf, in all Courts, and in all ages; and I fay with| 
certainty— Speaking iq my own name and per(pn, and dcfiriag 
to fiand or fall as a profefBonal man, by what I utter, that the 
law is as I maintained it upon die tri^l of Thomas Hardy,, and. 
as I maintain it now. I admit that the ftatute, like the xrom-' 
mon ]aw> muft receive a judicial interpretation; and that 
wherever the letter of an aft of P^liament is ambiguous, the 
conftruftiqns which have been firft put upon it, if rational, 
ought to continue to be the rule, — But where a ftatute is ex- 
prefled in fuch plain^ unambiguous terms, that but one gram« 

madcal 
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fftttkal or rational cpnftru£lion can be piit upon It, vhen the* 
iirft departure from that only conftrudUon does not appear to' 
have taken its rife frdm any fuppofed ambiguity of its expref&oii 
in the minds of thofe who firft departed from it, which is the 
general hiftory of ponftru^Hve departures from written laws,' 
but comes down tainted with the moft degraded profligacy of 
Judges notorioufly devoted to arbitrary and corrupt Govern* ' 
ments ; whenx the very writers' and Judges iriiofe writings and 
decifions firft fupport fuch original mi(conftru£lions, honeftl^' 
admit them to be mtfconftruftions, and lamefit and reprobate 
dietr intrpdudion : when the fame lamentation and reproba-r ^ 
tton of them is handed down from Commentator to Commen-* 
tator, and from Court to Court in the whole feries of con* 
ftructive judgments; and laiUy, -when Parliament itfelf in dif- 
jprent ages, as the evil has become intolerable, has rifen up 
and fwepttfaem all away, and to -avoid the introdudion of new 
difficulties, has caiitk>ufly left die old letter of die ftatute ftand* 
ing to fpeak ibr itjel^ widiout any odier commentary than the* 
deftrtsfiion of every one tbat ever had been made upon it, the' 
mveftal of every judgment which ever had departed from its 
letter, and the pofitive prohibition, in all future time, of the' 
(dne and of the (idier.T^In fuch a cale, I do maintain, and as an' 
Englifb lawyer, feel myfelf bound for the public fiiety, in oppo? 
ikion tQ whatever authorities could be found to the contrary, 
diat if the ftatute of Edward the Third can be departed from by^ 
conftrudion, or can be judged otherwife than if it hap". 
SASSEH Y£ST£KDAY, there is, properly fpeaktng, no fuch thing 
jtf written law in England. 

. Gentlemen, you will find me juftifiod ifi what I fay by the 
language of the ftatute itfelfi which is clear and unambrguou^Si, ' 
and by 'the declarations of its genuine moaning by future I'ar-. 
liaments. 

The words of the ftafeute of the 25th of Edward the Third, ~ 

arethefe «- 

♦* Whereas divers opinions have been before this time, in ' 
^ what cafe Treafon fflall he fai4i and yrfiat notT-?the Kin^, at 

"the 
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^ file xiAfueft oF the Li»ds afld Conumti^ hu nade a ^dtaN^ 
*^ tion as baauti afta* fbUomtb: 

<^.When a^man doth compaft or wugine dv death of eor 
^Lord the King-^-^r of our Ladjr his Queen; or mf their 
*^, eldeft fiin and heir ; or if a^ man ia levy war agaiuft THJi 
^ King in his realm, or he adherent to. the King's enemies in 
<f his realm, giving them aid and conifor%.. and diereof bo, 
^ proTeaUy attainted of open .deed, bjr pcopk of Aeii cooi* 
« dition." 

ThereafoQ of paffing it, as exjirefled bf. the a£t itfelf, Mxd 
hy Lord Hale and Lord Coke in their Gommentaries^ demon* 
ftrate the iHegalitf of any departure from .itm. letter i becanfe it> 
^vas paiTed to give certatntjr to a crime which, bjr judicial cm*. 
JlniAions, had before become uncertm*— ^Lord Hale £«fi 
M that at common law there was a great latitude ufed in raifisg 
^ offences to the crime and puniiiment of'Treaibo, by Mqr 
^. of interpretatioii, and arbitrary ronibttfiioQ, which broo^ 
^ in great uncertainty and confufion. Thus aocroa^ng of 
^ Roj^l Power was a ufual charge of Txaealbn anrteatjj, Aoug^ 
^, a very uncertain chat^e? fi>.that..no than could tell whi^ 
^ it was, or what defence to make to it/' He then poo* 
ceeds to ftate various ihlhnces of cruei^ and vexation^ ond- 
i^ncludef with this cbfervathn :-^ 

^ '< By thefe, and the like ihftances that might be gireni k 
* appear^. how arbitrary and uncertain the Uw of Trealbnwas 
**, BBFoitE THE STATUTE of the 25th of Edward die Third^. 
<< whereby it came to pafs, that ^moft every oftence thot was^ 
^ or feemed to be, a breach of faith or allegiance, was bj« 
f. iinfttuSion^ and ccnfiquence^ and snterfretathn% raiftd into 
f«, the ofience of High Treafom*' 

' To put an end to thefe evils> therefore, and tx> gtvo to the 
harrafied fubjefls of England fecurity and peace, this Acred, 
law Was made i but for a fealbn widi yery little e&A, becatife 
wicked Judges ftill broke in upon its proteAii^ letter by 
a^itrary conftru£bons, tnfomuch dint Lord Hale obfenres, dMif 
akhough the ftatute of £dw^ .die Th|rd had expref^ly d^« 

t x^ed 



fefteA that no^g^ HiMi be d^dltfid tor be Triiafeh, tnit x^fes 
tritbtn itt ttnafttng kttci*— ^<^ Yet Aat Ihmgi -were A tikrried 

* by parties ai« 6^:16*1^ In tiie fttftctfediilg relgtt of RtbKatA 
^. Second, that ft 1v^ Hitle obfetwd, ^tdatW^orthat partjr^ 
^ the %etterv fo- the <5Hm6 Ifi^ Treafon was in k iMnnef an- 
•* bitrarily impofed and adjudged, -^ifhich by various Viciffittid^i^ 
•^ and reVohifiofis itilfchieifed aill parried, firft <a laft, arid lelt a 

* great inquiettKle arid unfettlediiefs in the mtiWis of thcpeOplS 
^ and Was one of the occaftons of the unhappinefe ijf djae 
¥ ^irig." AH thefe nufchlefs, he fiirthef obfervc^, arofe frorA 
breaking the great boundary of Treafon by a departure frbrn 
lhi§ letter of the ftatute, which was- fb great a fnare to the fab^- 
j«ft, th« after uMiny temporary afts of Parliament paged and 
rispeated, artd' meaiy vexatious and illegal' judgments, dalhing 
yp4th, amd toiitradiding one another, the ftatufe of Queen 
M^Tfir^ ntkil ^ilafted, whieh fwept theni ill away, and a^ 
Lorti Coke oWerves, in his Commentary upon it, in thd fecond 
fnftii^te, hot only fet up again the very letter of the ftatute 
0f the 25th of Edward the Third, but repealed iall judicial 
interpretations ptnA^ and prohibited aU recurrence to them in 
(bttir^. ■ ■.;-■■■* 

' I will gtve it you in his own words. ^ -In this ftatute dF 

* Mary, two thihgs kie to be obferved. Firft, that the wdr4 
•^^xpreflTed ih the ftatute of Mary excludes jJl implicattbhs 
^ or inferences whatfoever:— Secondly, tfeat' no former at* 
^ tainder; judgment^ precedent^ rifoltithny or opinion ofyudgesy 
.^ '$r y'ujtkeiy of High Treafin^ other than fuch' as arefp't^ 
.» cifitd and exprefftdin the JtatUil Of Edward thtTfntd; ari 
^ to be followed or drawn into example. For the words Bi 

* PI.AIN AND DIRECT-^* That ftom henceforth no act, deed, 
•* or offence ihall be taken, had, deenled,' ot a(^udged to be High 
♦• Treafon, but only fuch as are declared and cxprefled in the 
•t faid act of the 25th of Edwahi the Third; any act bf Parlia- 
^ mfeAt or ftatute aftar the 25th of Edward the Third, or 
«* any other declaration or matter^ to the contrary notwidiftahd- 
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, Idotherdbre maintatn,. tl^at the ftaiute ^f King £4wari ^ 
Third, plaiD in iUelf,^ s^id naideicdftiU a|»re fo by the partiamen^ 
tary.exfx^tionof the a& of Q^kcop l^lary^^s A rSR£MrT{»&V 
fiVhZj an4 tipit no aj^)eal can be b^ upon the filled tp amy 
writers or <]ec4fiQn% >ri)ai)ey|er maybe die reputation of the on^ 
or the authority of tbe- other* 

I find npthing> however, in ar^y writer of (^h^r^^r, or in anjF 
decifion, which i^fervea the nsime of audiorityy to vdiich fudi an 
.app^..coifI4 fuccefsfuljy b^ n^ade. {^ord Hale no where iays, 
^at a confpiracy to Aibvert the Goyemmeiit, or any rebellion, 
pointed merely at the King's Uttyal Autboritf^ is Higb Treaibir 
within th^ branch of the ftatute. He uniformly confiders lim 
^rimeas a deftgnagait;ft^e King's natural LUJSi ^treats 
nothing even as an pvert ftdi of iti that is not &^ pt^teds^ainft 
the King's i»£RtoN, as to be Iqga) evidence of a fronfpifacy 
againft his jexi^tence* ^ If tsxn^* £iys Ha|e,'H.poni^Fe./i» 
f^ DEATH of tbf King J and thereupon pr(]vide we^pon^, or ien4 
^ letters in the execution of it^ this is an overt ad; within thi^ 
^ ftatute." Undo^^edly it is — ^but mark the principle^ and 
jittend yy ]^or4 gale's language^ which is ]^ainly thisTr^If men 
confpire the death of the King, and do thefe things in execut 
fion of the confpiracy, the ^r^gs fo irn^' are legal evuikQces of 
the Treafopir-rBiit the Treaibn, which is the intentioii ofth* 
loind againft ^^ King's |ife| mijfil fyfSt cxift, befoff any i^p 
pmild be takeip inpurfuance ef it* 

Anodier paf&ge in Lar4 Hale, upon vriiich the whole argu«r 
inent agajoft us appears in a manner, tp be btiik,^ is^ iRmy mind^ 
equally dear, sr4 p^ff^^iy cqnfiftept yntj^L ^ letter of the 
llatutc, . ^ 

^ If men 90i^pire p ^tpprilbn die King &y forcb ak0 a 
V' sTRONp HAND, until he has yielded to certain demands, and 
^ for that pijrpofe ga^er copopany, or vnrite Jqt(^s, that is aa 
^ overt ^ to prove the cpippaiSi^ the Kill's death i; for ^ is 
^^ in effe£l: p depofe him of his Kii^ly Government, apd wa« 
« fo adjudged by all tlie Judges in LqrdCqbhstt^'s csde." - 

Here, you obferve, that the confpiracy, even to imprifqn ibm 
|Cii|g, is not f^ted as a ftibftanti^ £(£t of X^?9&n!| indepen*: 

% gently 
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4ent\j of a defigir agiiinft his^ ttF£^ but only ai an overt ^tb 
prove the conifiafliilg of his I>ba.t»^« and ib hr was Hale from 
cohfidering that coaftn»£^ive atlem|>ta upon the Kill's Gi^em^ 
ment or Jutb$rity^ /without dtreft.iCbrce fk)mtcd 2;gmA btr 
perfin^ could even be oiFered aa. evidence tofuppoit an indiift^ 
ment for compaffing his death, that lie jfeems anxious to prevent^ 
the- reader botai rvnning to fuch xconduiion ^ for he-uhmcdiately 
afterwards bepy ^ Bu^.tfaentfais>miiftbe intended of a eoofpinuif 
^ firciUy to detain and imp^ifoaritho King^'' 
' Gentlemen, I have onlj troubled you withlfheft obfertations^ 
to prevent any ^ing which has been. offered^ as evidence ligtvt 
Ihts trial, from being at ali confounded in your mthds, as coo< 
noised with the charge.<-^We have indeed attecnpted nothing 
againft tbeXing's Gwerttnunt,. hut leaving that ftill to be th# 
^oeftiony there is not a tittle in the whole body of tbe proo^ 
which has any the remoteft rdation to aoy coftifpiracy tofeii^e the 
Kii^, or to d^fs biniy which abne could fupport a charge oC 
€on»paffing the King's death; for the.indt(9:ment itfelf does not 
point.even to any confpoacy to depofe the King dire<^y by forces 
againft his perfon,. but only conftru^vely, through the medium 
of' a fabverfion of tbe Government* . ;* '. 

Gcnjdetnen, the charge^ therefore,, which the Crown ibcks toi 
bring home to :11s, not only as it is to be colie&ed feom^the tjv 
di£hnent, Imt as it is explicitly pointed by the argmnent, isr 
this**~thata defign was formed to.odl.a Convention of tbe Na**: 
tion, and riiatthe prtfoner. at the bar was engaged in it; that he 
oonfolted with otters for the appointment of Committees of co^ 
operation and conference, confifting of the perf(His now in pri> 
fon, who were delegated by the two great London Societies at 
the head of the OMifpiracy; and that the Convention, which waa 
tor be aflenAled as the refultof diia confederacy, was to deftroy^ 
by force, the legal Governmoit of the Country, and, to. form 
jtfelf into a li^iflature for the nation : liereby fiiperfeding|.not 
onty the fundions of the three branches lof Parliament, but the- 
executive audiority of. the Crown : That this, and this alone,; 
was the fecret objeA of all thefe Socteties,. though co^^ered with. 
papuLff pretexts of reftoring the Conftitutiony until thpiv tna-^ 
u: . chinations 
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dnaatiokit fltcmli be fttiBdcadf ripe ib ilircir off ike 
wffpm tbtb pnncipleH 9td toidhiMiflt thtm h^ fctei tfaat thts^ 
theicidM, aOMraated to a rfiQMrwy to dqpofe ifae Ktngr, ^rfMcb 
vas an overt aift of High Treafct for cnmpaiBng hit dieatfa* 
- GentkBicn, I am fun I have done juiboK to Am Ciovm^ in 
myftatcoEKlitof its pcopoitkiil and I will be efUiUf juft in my 
ac^wertoitr— For I admits thatif tbe AttHmc^tOaMral&dsficr 
"jp^ ufMthi faSiy that thtapfopofitk>n is true, hegiieea 3ro«e«ii^ 
dencefromii^nce it ought to be kftrfor your very ferioMspi^*' 
aiepcj WWtdicr tibofe vrho wete ei^gcd in a oonffniacy toa&irp 
the Kill's authority, migiit not be Jieafisoably lappofed to have 
^dfecootempbted his deftmCtioD^ which ma fe lifceiy to fioUoir 
fttOm the annihilation of his ofice? I defiee it laay be retneniff 
bered, dut I have never difputcd, eidier noir^or upon the fbrv 
flser trial, that die deftm^on of the King's natural life is a pro-« 
bobleconftquenoe of a fivciUe coercion of his peiibn, fortfae 
eactindion of his authority ; nor that m aft done with delibcnu 
tfoo, leading to a mainly probabk CQofeqoence, is not good bti^ 
8ENCK of the intention to produce^ that coofequencew^ Myi^Aude 
argument has only becn^ and ftili is, that tmk iNTEMxicnft 

AGAINST THE KlNG*S tirS IS THE CXUIZ, THAT- XT» 
aXISTBNCB IS MATTER OF ^ACT, Ain> NOT JKATTBR t>P 
Is AW, AND THAT IT MITST THB&SFORS . AB . COLX.BCTSB 

mv vov THE Jury, instead or being jsadx tub ab-< 

STRACT RfiSUlT OF A. UEOAh PROPOSITION, BROM AMV 
fact 1¥HI6H does NOT DIRBCTXY RMBRAGB AMD CQU^ 
mEHBND TR8 IMTENTSOIf VTHICH CO«STXTirrBS. TH» 
^I^RBASON. 

^^ But, that this is 4he law <3i' England^ and liie. lavr insnedi<ii 
atciy appttcabk to thepre&nt queftion, fbrtunatdy doesmt de4 
pend upon any argument of mtne^ ncH* upon any appeals I havoo 
made to* the authoritative vrritings of the lagea of .the prolefion* 
I have a much better fecuri^ for my purpof ci " ( th e fecurity d»t 
vrhathfs Lordbip, whoistoafliftyouin your ddiberations,:Jtto 
fiud upon one occafioi^ be will £iy upon another^ I have the 
cKprefsanddired authority of Lord Chief Juftice £yre, indiat 
partof htsdiaqtetodie^xaadjurji wfaexo he laid before dsn 
* , ' the 



Ite ftry matter wi im^ now engaged in ibr dielr* oottfiJdra^M^ 
^ I^'^ £iys hk LordAup, ^ them be gromtid to vqitfider the |yM^ 
^^'fe&d purpofe of sny of thefe afibcmitas, a Roforni ia PoHmu 
^ meoty as jneiiDoobur^ and as a pretext held out in order td 
^ cover deeper dcfign y - i^ lcC gns^ agakift the'v4iole t^onftkvtton 
^^ and Geverniiietit li ikt Countsy y Ae cafe of thofe emb^keJ 
^ in /iidrdef^iis is #nt whidi I hare already<x3Afidered. Whe-^ 
^ ther diis be fa> er net, is mere fliatter <tf'faft ;. as lo ip^ich I 
^ fhajt QDly remind you, that an intpiiy iifto a charge of €bi^ 
^ iiatttrey whk^ undertakes iki msdce out that the oftenfiUe piur^ 
^ pofe ts a mere Veil^' under wbich isr concealed a traitorous con-^ 
^ fyir^cyy reijaires cool and deliberate examination, and the 
^ moft attentive confideration , and that the refelt ftiouM bt 
^ perfefily clear and fetisiadory, in.the afEtirs of common Itfiri 
^ no man is juftifkd in imputing ta another a meanii^ contrary 
^ to what he hamfelf expreifes, but upon iht fuUeft evidence/^ 
7hia the learned Judge lays down with tike greateft propriety as 
a general rule of evidence^ applicable to all caies, and therefore 
moft empbaticaHy applicable to High Tzeaftm, where the pri^ 
finer is not to be cnminated by conje^bxres, and infcf evices, or 
ftrains of wit, but proveably attainted according to the language 
cf the flatuoe. It mtift be remembered, wx, that ^thia found knd 
fidutary do(^ne was not deUveved bjr the Court as an nhjfra£f 
propofitkn^ but the applicatioh of it vna 4Bn£ffy' painted ta the 
' ^^ajwn^ and glvoi to. tke Grand Jury, as a ftan^rd' to dkrecSl 
dieir judgments in the very matUr befirs us^ The ca«&,~ there* 
fere^ is brought beyond, the power of evifien or centroveriy, fe> 
one fhprt point, diientangled from all ambiguity or legal diftiiK^ 
tioa; fince, upon tbe.exprefs authority of the Court,, whidi fits 
So Cry the pirifoner, independently gf all other authorities, it is a 
mere naked queftion of fa£k which ]KMi are to examine : there 
is nothing which can a€e£t him legally, m which, it is oiren 
contended, can affe^fc him, unlefs you are. prepared to £iy, opoa 
yoiir oaths, in the prefence of God and your Country, that yon 
haire .materials tti evidence before yoo, Irom whence you ied 
yoarfelves bound in confcience to pronounce, that the parties 
^who engag^ in. t^ ^opofitton of boldi»g a Convenckui, ^ 

i, .. NOT 
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nd*r ef^ge in it according to dieir profel Eo ns to coHeft tfe 
pubCc opi nion^ upon die fiibjcfi cf national abtife% and for the 
confiieratien of conftitutioital redrefs^ but for dse expnncfs; 
though concealed purpofe of idifti^, by ForRCEy Ac antfaofity 
of Pariiament. I repeat the cxpreffion of refiftii^, bV FpRCE^ 
the authority of Padiamoit, andaflUkning to themfelvcs the conr- 
troul and dominion of ihe Natioii. Thi9 is the fact to 

tE' MADE OUTy AND TKE BUETHEN OF THE PROOF IS 

VPOK THE Crown. I do not ftand here to difprove,' but t^ 
examine what hasf been proved i and I confe6 nrjfsifj dierefofey 
to be utterly at t lols howr to puriue my drfcourfe^>-^ibr yoir 
liave beard nothihg upon which ycm would pnli a ficather out erf' 
R fparrow's wing ; there is not only no evidence Upon which 
realbnabk men mi^t ddiberate between a verdid of guilty or 
not guilty^ but< literally, no evidence at alx; nodun^ 
that I could addrefs myfelf to> but through the me<fium of ridi- 
cule, which, much as it would apply to the occaiion tn odier re- 
(peQs^ it would be indecent to indulge in upon a great State 
Trial, fo deeply conoernii^ the dignity of the Country^ and (b 
ferioufiy aiFe^ng the unfohunate perfens whom I (halibe called 
upon hereafter to defend* 

det not, bowevery this condition of a profbcution, com-^ 
mericed under fech eXalted aufpices, depend upon my fingle 
ailertion, but let it be brought to the teft of exammadon/ 
' The Attorney General contends, that he ha^ made out 
PROVEABLY, Without the poffibility of a reafonabie doubt, diat 
this Convention was projected for the deteftable purpofe charged 
hy theiiidiftinent ; and that their a^rdwed obje<^ were nothing 
but a fur&.ce of cokmr and de»ceit He (ays, that two Societies 
were fet on foot in this town,- for thefe traitorous obje£b; lAxat 
one of them (the Conftitutional Society) was inftituted by Mr. 
Tooke, and that he organized and fuperintended At other: 
that he prepared their refolutions ; that he fuperintended tl^b 
correfpondence with fimilar. Societies, which were eftabliflied at 
Sheffield, Manchefter, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Perth, and 
moft of the populous towns in bcMh parts of Great Britain; and 
that the .whole body of their. communications with one another, 

maiiifefted 
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mani&ft^d their defign againft the very being of the G Jvern- 
itient. This is the propofltion-— but has be proved it, or any 
part of it ? I anfwer — ^he has not. In the firft place, did Mr. 
iTooke fet on foot the Conftitutional Society ? I anfwer again, 
he did not. It was inftttuted by a moft worthy and honourable? 
perfon, who will be called before you as a witnefs, if you fliall* 
not think your time mifpent in hearing evidence where nothing 
has been proved : it was inftituted by Major Cartwright^ a man 
as much attadied to the Conftitution of his ^Country, and a9. 
enlightened to underftand it, as any one who hears me, ^hat-- 
cver may be his ftation. This aflenion is not mads from the; 
inftruf^ions of a brief; I fpeak from my own knowledge of the 
man : Major Cartwright, who began that inftitution, continued 
to be a member of it during the progrefs of its proceedings 
arraigned before you; he is a member of it now; and he will 
tell you, that he {hall continue to be one, notwithftandmg this 
prc^ecution, until its obje£ts are accomplifhed. 

The Conftitutional Society was inftituted by this Gentleman^ 
for the objed which it has uniformly profefled and adhered to-—» 
an obje6l which it purfued in common with fome of the greateft:: 
and wifeft tnen which this Country has for ages produced ; . ic 
was inftituted to produce, if poiHble, by the progredive inilu«- 
ence of public opinion, a Reform. in the Commons Hou3£ 
OF Parliament ; a meafure certainly not originated by Major. 
Cartwright, but forced by the corruptions of P&liament itfelf^ 
and the confequent calamities of our Country, upon the attention 
of every enlightened ftatefman during, the prefent reigm The 
lather J of the prefent Minifter uniformly an4 publicly imputed 
the calamities of Great Britain to this fatal fodrce. The fuc^ 
ceffion of deftruftive wars, without a national obje£l ; the rafh 
and improvident expenditure of public money; the ravages 
upon the Conftitution, by the influence of the Crown-— were all 
of them placed by this great ftatefman to the lofs of that con-^ 
troul in the people, over the proceedings of Parliament, which 
they were entitled to by the ancient principles of the Conftitur- 
tioa. The great Earl of Chatham was one of the (irft perfoi^ 
who called the attention of the public .to the ab(blute neceffity 
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of a Reform ih Parliadient^ to k'edeem the tr^r^n frtai rtlill : h 
was the great feature of hil life, and the foundation of hit 
fame. 

. As the avowed objects df the fiOciety v^re thus f3tigh\SLt^ 
and countenanced by pe^ns of the htgheft fiatioii, let us fee 
whether it was inftituted for the pe^effion of thefe princij^s 
by obfcure and ncceffitous men* Genttemens the cofitrary is 
moft notorious ; and it may be eftablifhed by referring to the 
names of the origiiial members ^ tiie Dukfe of Richmond 
wks one of the ^arlieft i and he pu(b6d the principle and As 
priUlcc <Mr Reformation very much farther than Mr« Tooke has 
ev^ been difpofed to follow hirti : a ft£k whf di I proifiife to 
dhibliih by the uniform tenour of his life. Mt« Todkfe con* 
fidered the dilpofition of the populisur fninchife of ele6ki(Mi ai 
liiatter of expediency in Gbvernmenty hnd to be mbiiMed by 
Parliament in its discretion f6r the attainment c^ Conftitutiotnl 
Freedom ; the Duke^ on the other hand, cohiidered Univet£d 
SufFnagb to be an inheroit privilege of the people-^-"^ be 
ef,Ati^SD by them As of KtOHt, and not yidUed to tbehi s^ 
ain indulgence* It is hot to be wond^ed at> therefore, Aaft his 
Grace's dochrines ibould ioquire the afcendancy^ finte, inde« 
pendetidy of his iilaftriou^ patronage^ they were m<>re fl^t^riogi 
and better calculated far a ra^id prbgrefs. I agree wi^ die 
Dttke of Richmond^ that there exifts in thepecqile of Eaglandf 
as in every people, an inherent right to be governed adDording 
io die taiiv^rfid afiest of the dmrnmhit}^. But I tbiidc that 
Ae people wotdd judge veakly {(x themielfes by defirii^ Aek 
^ept^ntatives to carry forward to the Crown> for its raliiicfttioni 
Ae fyftfem of Ukive-rs At Suffrage. But labile I fjiy this, as 
Mr. Tdoke's fmtiments, and as my own^ I confefe, at the Ssa» 
tone, that the arguments by which die Duke of Richmond {up" 
^rted his fyftem, and which has beefn uniformly foUowed by all 
^ other prifoners, Were not calculated to impoTe upbn the ig* 
n^aKt, but are well worthy of attention and conftderation from 
ihe wife. The Duke's argument was of this fort (I do not 
|)rcrfefs to kdopt the very phrafe) — When it is conceded, iays 
tiis Grac^ that feme Reform . of ParUamcot is indifpenfaUy 
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tittci&^y fisr the &&t)r of tibe Country^ wbo U to infure a^ Re« 
form that will give general (ktisfadion, an4 produce obediw(^l^ 
and ft^ility. If ydn go to a given extont, foundcid upon prin* 
triples of expediency! oAer^) upon Ae &iQe principles^ yrill fee): 
to pufli it to aa extent ftill furdiefi and odier^ to an exieni 
faeyoiul that ; fo that Reformation^ however pure die d^fign of 
its author, i^iftead of giving firmnoti^ wad Vigour to Govern^ 
ment, would x>nly he the parent of dtf<^ntenti Thi9 wa$ the 
difficulty which dccurrcd.to the Duke $ and out of it he faw n0 
road) as he himfelf exprefles it, but a Reform upon principle^ 
vrhich grants nothing from expediency or favaur5 ^ BUf WHICH 
^ GIVES TO £V£XY MAN HIS own/^ Thefe Were his Gr«:e'i 
dodrines, as I (hall read theqi prefently from the work y^h^ 
he acknowledged m the coqrfe of his fisfmer evidence an4 
^hich appears, throughout the whole caufe, to have faeen th^ 
l^ry icripture of all thefe Societies* Thefe, I dquht not, ar4 
his Gface's opinions ftill *, for though a Oian JSl^y change hif 
(entiments in matters whicl^ depeixl upon polii?y and ^pediencjf 
*«^though he may think it prudent to grant at one time that 
whi<^ further refledion may fiiggeft |o be u^wife to be granted* 
fet no honeft man can chsuige his .mind as to the propnety of 
giving to «very man what he believes and acknowledge to bff 
his pwn» But the Duke of Richmond's qpinbns are not tfaa 
queftion : it is fuffictent to me, that when .thefe opinions wer9 
publtfhed, and for a long time infifted on by this ix^Uigent and 
ijluftrious perfon, no man living thought of imputing, or caa 
90W reaforutbly impute, to him, a defign tp overturn the Confti# 
tution, or to enervate its fun£Unna« Yet you are nqiw called 
upon to devote to in&my apd death the Gendeouui whom I 
nm defending, not indeed tor treading in the Duke of Rich-r 
mond's fteps-r^not indeed for adopting the [dan of Univer(al 
SuiFrage, or for following it up by the fame meanis which the 
Duke has recommended, but for (hriidcipg to a plan fiu: more 
reftiained and moderate, and deidintng even to effeifl that fyfteoa 
of nuxlerattcm, by the procedure which the Duke botfi incui^ 
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• !Sut it i^eins all thefe €to6l:rines and proceedings are but c^ 
lour and deceit, itianifefled by the difcipline and regularity of 
their fiege againft the chsira&er and authority of Government. 
The cOnfpirators fat, it feems, by deUgaUd authority^ from 
ifttjltitudes too large for confultation ;— -they did ^y certainly; 
ftill purfuing. the example, in form as well as in fubftance, of 
the highci^ men in the kingdom, amoi^ft whom, by the by, 
;are to be found many of* the members of th^ Government 
which- has levied this profecution. I will prove to you (fori 
have now rn Court fome of the firft and moil honouraWle men 
in the Kingdom to prove it) that in the year 1780 the very 
fame plan of delegation from large bodies was adc^ted -y and for 
the identical objeiftof correfHng^ by die formidable engine of 
public difcountenance and cenfurey the improvident expenditure 
of public moneys wrung from the people by corrupt influence 
in the Houfe of Commons^ I will prove that, for . the expre& 
and avowed purpofe of reforming the Government of the 
Kingdom:^ thefe honourable perfcms, who were never accufed 
or fufpeded of Treafon,. fet in Convention in the Guildhall of 
the city of London; Delegates for different diftrkfts were ap- 
pointed, fome of whom are now in my eye ^ and you will finc^ 
in fhort, that no one ftep, in form or in fubftance, has been 
taken by the moft unfortunate perfons who are now the fubje& 
of diis profecution, that were not taken, and, in my opinion, 
legally and con{l:itutionaHy ttken, by their fuperiors> whofe ex^ 
atnples they have foUowedr Let my expreffions be properly 
underftood; I ftand upon a great theatre, and fhould be.fbrry 
to fay any thing which I can have occafion to recall Let it be 
recollected, that I am not defending all the />tf/)^rj. which have 
been read ; -fome of them arc rafli and abfuid in the extreme} 
many of than are indecent ; many of them clafh with one ano- 
ther, which is not furprifing, fince they were written by perfons 
of various defcriptions, who had no communication with one 
another. But that is not the queftion— the queftit^i is, what 
were the objcdte of thefe focieties, from the .refult of the whole 
evidence ? Thefe papers are not profecuted as lihels>. hut ate 
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<h2Crged-to have been written with the intention^ to' promote % 
Codv^tion to fuperfede and afilime the Qoverntnent. JBut.will 
any hojieft man fay, that he can collect from x\id^ writings^ 
taken in a mafty and as indicative of the purfuits of their ^lu' 
thors, any fuch intention or fyftem : on the contrary, it is inv 
poffible to liften to them with common candour and atteEtloo^ 
wthout obferving, that the needle is not truer to the pole^ 
though when it is difturbed and agitated it ofcillate^ round th.e 
point of its attraction, than thefe poor people were to the promo,* 
tion of Reform in the Commons House of Pahljamjent, 
\>y coHe<3ing the fenfe of the people on the. fubjedl.j confgious 
that though Parliament, as the Duke of Richmond expreiTes \i^ 
would not fpontaqeoufly yield what thofe whp fway it have ^ 
corrupt intereft in refufing, yet that it might be obtained by 
(hat which mud, and will in the end, obtain every thing from 
any Government, however conftituted — ^by the flow, gradu^Ji 
and progreilive effed of public opinion. And I do maintain 
here, in my own perfon, that it is the privilege of Englifhmen 
fo to colled: the opinion of the countryj. and that it. is the duty 
oi Parliament, nay, its very ufc and of&ce in the State, to at- 
tend to, and to give cffeiSl to the opinions fo collected. Art 
eminent perfon, whofe writings I have often had occafipn to 
cite, exprefles this fentiment with admirable juftnefs and force-^ 
V The virtue, fpirit, and eflence of the Houfe of Commons, 
*f confifts in its being the exprefs image of the feelings of th^ 
^ nation. It was not inftituted to be a controul upon the 
**> people, as^ of late has been taught, by a do&ine of the m^ft 
f* pernicious tendency, but was defigried as a controul For the 
^ people. It was fuppofed originally to be r^a part of thejiand-^ 
^ ing Gcvernment of this Country \ but was confidered as a 
^ emiraul upon it, iffuing immediately from the great body of 
^ the people, and fpeedily to be refolved. into the mafs -fr-^iH 
^ whence it arofe.** 

To bring back the Houfe of Commons to this genuine, oificft 

^d chfiracter, by fixing the public attention to its departure 

i^om it, is the obvious drift <;>i all the proce^ings of the^Socic^; 

tics, as .they are fairly to be collected . from t^e, evidence, ..Ur^-. 
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tfoiibtdSy dMe $itt amodgft die ^apifs Ib-dflg litveffif^s apiirtft 
ttflbridkd MonixMe^ becBtik they were Writlen whilft Mc^ 
fttrdiS) luKfin^ no la# bilt dieir uiibfid}e4 ambidm^ w)a# 
la^ng n^aftie die liberties ef the wcM-Idi diere are, I admiti 
ftrong eenTutts upon dide corru^ddni which have embgrked 
this Countrf in a fyftem (as they dxHight k) of tytanny and 
injufticej but there ts nodiihg in tbe^ which ti^uthe^ the IGi^ 
of Great Britain's Majefty or Office^ dr the hereditary dignity 
of the P«erS) there is nodiing whidi glanced at a wilh to isk* 
trodttce a Republic into £ng;land : there is ftfoUg Oemocracyi 
Indeed, but it is confined to its propel- i^ere-^to the reftoration 
«f the Hoafe €i ComnKms, which is 0ie conftitutiosial DcSkh 
fartcy of England. 

The Houfe of Commons is perpetually talked of as if it trei« 
i felf-^xiiling bcdy^ indqpcndettf of the people ; whereas it is 
their mere agents the organ by which they fpeak and a^i and 
tvhidi betray^ and abdicates its truft the mcfment that it a& 
fM^ a langui^6 of its own, which die people does not attfptctM 
iOii approve. Take away fuch a Houfe of Commons froto Ih^ 
BritSh Goverrtment, remove the oontroul which the pec^le have 
in it upon the *:ttfcirtive auA^rity by the free choicse of ihfAr le-t 
^ fe n ti ^i vfes, afkl then tell liie how it differ^ from the moft def-i 
pocic eft^iHunentS, which are die juft d^eftation of the ^^rM ? 
Yet how ca^ it be aflierted that dte peopik of England have 
Ihat cont^oul, if th^y have not the fr6e choice wluch beftows it« 
The Society of die Friends of the People, part of whofe pto- 
iet4ingS Ae Ch^wH has tbe^ught fit to np^ake eyidaicei and to 
f>eak of with itfpie^ have pieced upon the Journals of the 
H^ufe df Commons, and deAioiiftrated by pdfitivt evidence dii^ 
^hft, humifiiited cotidition of the CouAtry. They o^rod td 
fr^v*c that Peers and die Treafury afttiaHy n<*nih^ ninttf 
maoBherSy and prqcurej by !^fl\ience, the return 6f fev^hVty-fev^^ 
more, making together one hundred and fixty*feven^ That 
l^inety-Kiine individud Commoners in dte Country, procure the 
deflion (jf pne l^undfed and tirirty-nine, an^ that o^ hundred 
^d iixty-two individuals abfolutely return three hundred an4 
fin members, a majority of the entire Houfe of Commons. 

^j^ntkmeifii this is no varae afTer^ion pf i^iiier-rl am 
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ratling the frtcib ftate of it» 9$ it nvls ^/SSf^^ hj a t^gvi^f 
motion ia Parliament, which I h^d mft^V the honor to ' f^ 
cond I we offered to eibbSfli that one |>u|idre4 dnd fiict^'-^fv^ 
perfons did aiEhially return thnse hundred and fix out cMf iv^ 
hundred and fifty-eight, v^fdi is a nuijority of the Houfe* 50 
^at every diing that is to bind and aibeftain ypur rights of 
mine ; every meafure that is to promcfie the glor)^ or tp briiig 
4M1 the deftru6tion of the Country ; eyery z&. or fyftem pf Qo«» 
vernment, which is either to give its the continued profperity 
of peace, or to affli& us wilh wafting and calamitous ym^i 
every eveojt diat may render this mighty nation flouri&ing ctfMf 
happy to the lateft pofterity, or bend it down to the ignominptt^ 
yoke of foreign or domeftic enemies ; ail thefe heartftrings of 
ft people, inftead of dep€;ndtng upon a Hoiife of Commons, prOr 
eeeding from themfdves, are to be puUed and torn afunder, as thf 
caprice or inteieft of one hundred and fixty-two individuals, wll0 
liAoofe repr^entsuives for the whole kingdom, may fiiffer or di^ 
red. Yet we are told that it is the prideand glory of the Png-» 
Itfti Government that by law we are equal, iiving tmder the 
fame tindion, and enjoying Amilar privileges. 

Qcniiemeii, all this was nude mani&ft tt^ the. Houie of Com^ 
jHKms by the honourable Gendeman who made die motion I al-t 
lude to, and who held this language, wiuch the meaneft fli$m ia 
England can underftand* We affiurt this to be the condition of 
England : if you fiiy it is n^^^o juftice to ytMidelves by c^lisig 
«ipon us for the proof, and escpofe your calumniators to re*» 
iprooch — but if it i^ the condition of England, fliall it not be 
reike/Scdt Gentlemen, the pn>of was not received, and the 
griovance continues. This is ^ clue to tho whole evidence. , 

I do not mean, dierefore, to -fay, (and let it ^ underwood 
that I have not £ud) that my cfienis would not be equally guilt)^ 
and equally (UbjeA to capital punUment, if, under the irritatibit 
csf this or any other grievance, ihey Ivui £ttd««*-Let us (iiperiei|e 
tiiis ^urreptitiotis Parliament, and hold a Cc^ivention to asfikne 
ks fun6tionSr— ''When I afi^rted |hat the people in this, and ii 
every Country, had a right to changp their Government, I mvet 
m^nX — whiK muft have been Aippofed by the Court, from tb^ 
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iiidulgerft intemiption I received — ^I never meant that each inJif 
'Vldaal, choofing for himfelf, might rife in arms to overturn, by 
force, an eftabliihed Conftitution— Far from it, Gentlemen— I 
toeant to fey — ^what the people of Enghnd will be the laft tomif- 
underftand, as they were the firft to pra«aice — ^Aat all Govcra- 
'ments (land upon the public will, and ought to endure only for 
the public benefit s and that when diis fecred maxim is for- 
■gotten, or trampled upon, a nation, without die confpiracy of 
individuals, which crtmrnal law can a£l upon, will, fooner or 
later, do itfelf juftice. I meant further to fay, that when I ob- 
4erve men referring to thefe great and original principjes of So- 
ci^y'-^when I fee tfaem recurring, in argument to the deeds of 
freedom which their anceftors have achieved — when I fee Eng* 
lUhmen particularly referring to the glorious aera <rf" the Re- 
volution, when their fathers drove from the inheritance of die 
Crown a race of Kings which had reigned over them aksoft 
time beyond memory, and fent for a private man (ia them at 
haft) to govern in their ftead— when I contemplate this dtfpofif 
tion, I am fo far from confidering it to be an attack on the 
King*s authority, that, in my mind, it is a freih confirmation of, 
and exultation in his title : his Majefty is the King of the peo- 
ple, upon the principle alone that the people can change their 
Kings ; and it is the moft glorious title which any Prince can 
enjoy. These are my* sentiments- I love the King, but 
I can have no other refpeft or affedion for him than that which 
grows from the common relation of Prince and fubjed — ^But 
peaking of him \iiio by the courfe of nature is to fucceed him, 
and feeling much more than a common intereft in his profperitf 
and glory, I hold the fame language, and have ever, publicly 
and privately, held it. If he is not to inherit and to fill the 
Throne upon that beft and moft honourable title^ his inheritance 
IS not worth having, and is not long ta be had. They who tSi 
upon any other principle, betray die King, and endanger his 
cftabliihment. Say to the people of England, this is your Con- 
ftitution--— It is iK>t faftened upon you as a Weight to crufll 
you— but has defcended to you from your wife fore&thers, for 
your protcftion and happincfs-^It is their inftitutioni ^he worfc 
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.cjf their wifilocn, and their heroic valour-^As they made it for 
themfelves and their pofterity, (o you may change it for you ajnd 
for yours.— -But wjxt you waktonly destroy your- 
INHERITANCE ? Say this to theiQ, and to ufe the expreflion of 
^celebrated^fpeaker, in the cafe of America, " They will cling and 
.*' grapple to their Conftitution, and no force tinder Heaven will 
*' tear them from their allegiance to it." Let thofe, then, who 
govern the Country, ji^ewafie how they propagate the fafhion- 
able doSrines of corrupt power. Let them rccolleft that the 
Engliih people are generous and enlightened, and know the value 
of their own tnftitutions. Treat them with liberality, confix. 
(ience, and juftice, and nothing is to be feared. But if, on the 
other hand, a fyftem of conftraint and terror is to be purfued^ 
and one part of the nation frightened or corrupted to. defame the 
other, I tremble to think: of, and dare not give utterance^ iii 
this place, to the confequences. 

, This was fprefeen by the Duke of Richmond, and was the 
avowed and wife reafon for his earneftnefs in the caufe of Re^ 
form ) and he fo expreffes it in his publication, which the 
whole proof has demonftrated to have been the caufe and the 
model of all the proceedings before you : — Why then are their 
motives afTumed or argued, againft the whole evidence, to be 
different i I will read the paflage* » . 

^^ The lefler Reform- has been attei^pted with, every pofltble 
^ advajntage in its favour -, not only from the zealous fupport of 
^ the advocates for a more effectual one, but frotri the ailiftance 
" Qf men of great weight, both in and out of power. BuM 
f ' with all thefe temperaments and helps it has failed* Not. one 
" profelyte has been gained from corruption; nor has the leaft 
" ray of hope been held out from any quarter, that the Hotjfe 
*' of Commons was inclined to adopt any other mode of Re** 
** form.- The weight of corruption has cruflied this more 
*' gentle, as it would have defeated any more efficacious plan^^ 
" in the fame circumftances. From that quarter, therefore, I 
** have rjothing to hope." Fromwhat quarter was there nothing 
to hope i From the Houfe of Commons, which had been 
jried, in which not one, profelyte bad l?een gaiqed fiom corrupt 
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lion. What then was his refouice I I fliall give it .yoti iri VU 
own words, ^ It is from the people at large that I exped any 

• good. And I am convinced that the* only way to make theni 
^ fed that they are really concerned in the buftnefs, is to con« 
•* tend for their fully ilear and indijfutable rights ef Univerfal 
^ Ripnfentathn.** Rights diat are repugnant and contradic- 
tory cannot exift. If there be a right in the people to Univerfal 
Suffrage, it is die Government which confpires againfl: the peo* 
pie, and not the pe<^e againft Government. But my cKent 
effers no fuch argument— he dilEers totally from the Duke of 
SLichmond} and therefore, when his Grace comes here to give 
evidence, he ought not, upon the only principle which can juf-i 
tify thefe proceedings, to be permitted (o retire ; (ince he has 
written and done ten times more than cam be imputed to the un^ 
hagpy, miferable men m4k> are now knguifliing in prifon^.for 
ibUowing much lefs than his example. His Grace, in the fame 
|»per, exprefles himfeif further, in thefe remarkable words:— 
** When Ac people are fairly and equally reprefented in Parlia-i 

• ment, when they have annual oppoftumties of chaining their 

• deputies, and, through Ihem, of controuKng every abufe of 

• Government in a iafe, eafy> and legal way, Aere can be no 

• longer any reafon for recurring to thofe ever dangerous, 

« THOUGH SOMETIMES NECESSARY, EXPEDIENTS OF Atf 
« AILME0 rORCE, WHICH NOTHINO BUT A BAD GoVERN- 

• MEtfT CAW jtfSTlFY. Sudi a magnanimous end to your 

• proceedings, when, after having reftored liberty, commerce, 

• and free Government to your Country, you &all voluntarily 

• retire to the noble charader of private citizens, peaceably en* 

• joyfaig the bieffings you have procured, will crown your la- 

• boars with evcrfefting glory, and is worthy the genuine pa- 
•* triotic fpirit whidi animates the Irifh Volunteers." Let it ^ 
not be fergotten, that this letter was addrefled to Ccflonei Shar- 
anan, commanding a large armed force in Irdand, without com^ 
miffitm from thp CTX)wn. 

Gentlemen, it is amazing the different effc^ whidi the feme 
writings have, ac?cording as the author happens to be cited 
when the work is read. If this letter, which coming from the 
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pMI of die puktf of Richmond) i$ only a (piritdl remonftnmc* 
againft corrupt Minifters, had been rea4 in evidence by Mr 
Shelton, at the table, as the letter of Citizen Margarot, Skir^ 
ving) or Yofke, the trhole ma& W6uld ii^lantly have been tranf-- 
muted into High Treafon againft die King. But it fcems that 
riictr objects were diflferent — for that it i« plain they had shtm* 
doited the Conftitutional mode of petition^ which was alone re» 
commended in this letter* 

Gentlemen, I maintain that thi& imputation is dire£Hy in the 
leeth of die whole body of the evidence. All the witnefies, both 
now, and upon the former trial, and the wttntlTes too for th^ 
Crown, prove the very reverfe : they all fay that they looked 
to fucqefs through the flow operation of reafon j that they knew 
tint the Houfe of Commons would difregard, as it had often difi- 
regarded, the fcattered petitions of fmall numbers ; but tha^ if 
d^ey could cdled the univerfal fenfe of the people upon the 
fubje^, the fucceft of their obje£l would be infured, and 'uu^ 
fuftd through the reguhr organs of Government. How elfe 
were die <|ue(!:ions on the flave trade carried ? Parliament had 
treated die meafure, in its origin, with contempt ; and I muft 
fiiy, that the arguments againft its fudden or fpeedy abdition wera 
fo weighty, in my mind, that I could not give my aflent to it; 
beeaufe I knew, from an acquaintance with the iflaiids, that part 
of the evidence was erroneous and exaggerated $ and becaufe 
I thought the white population totally inadequate and infufScicnt 
to maintain the lettlements eftabliihcd under the faith of the 
.littion^ but when at laft the great voice of the people of Et^* 
]And came to be qollefted together— when Parliament was fur- 
rounded, not with arms, but by petitions-*-! recollefted that I 
tras a ^ eprefentativp of die people, and that my opinion ought to 
lie coiitrouled by the judgment of the nation. Many others, I 
believe, conducted themfelves upon the fame principle. ThQ 
^nftituents of any given uiember have no right to coptroul hia 
^gtnent, but the voice of the P£opi,e of England, 

V^OH ANY SUBJECT, OUGHT TO BE A RULE TO TH15 

}ioiJ5E OF Commons. Thefe very petitions, upon the fubjeft 
of the flav^ trade, were gdle^ed top in ^^ yery manner which 
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Aow gives fuch niighty offence ; for they were nuuiaged by dde* 
gation, and comoiittees of conference, and co-operation in CFcrjr 
p^rt of the kingdom. 

Let us next examine what part of the oflence, upon the pruw 
ciples it is contended to exift, applies peculiarly to the unfortu* 
jiate prifoners, who have been fele^led for criminal juftice; and 
M their guilt can be eftabliihed, let us fee how many are to bQ 
involved in it ; for Mr. Attorney General is a perfon of too 
much wUdom and experience, to impute to the feven people in 
Newgate, the defign to call a Parliament, widiout a wide fpread 
combination. How then is the line to be drawn ? And to what 
circumference is the empire of deftru<5lion to extend ? If the 
evidence of the confpiracy is to be colIe£^ed from the whole ma& 
and tenor of the conduct of thefe Societies, and is to attach 
upon the prifoners, not from any fpecific a<3: of their own, but 
principally becaufe they belong to fome one of them as members, 
it is plain tliat all who have at any time, or yet belong to them, 
are equally implicated in guilt, and j^qually fubje£t to death 
under the law. How many tenants at the will of the Minifters 
are there upon this principle to hold their lives in Great Britain? 
All the hundred and eighty Delegates who met at Edinburgh^ 
and all the thoufands who fent them, are of that defcription^ 
and thoufands more in every populous town in this part of the 
Kingdom. 

Let every man, therefore, he refponfible for his own a<3s, and 
not for the writings and opinions of others, and more e(pecially 
pf others whom he never faw or heard of. When men co- 
operate for fome public objeift, which in common they agree 
iriy it can never happen that they fliall agree in every thing be- 
longing to it ; nor is a man's opinions ever to be taken, evea 
by the refult of the rcfolutions of thofe with whom he aflbciates 
for an avowed objeft. — I fliall exhibit to you a proof of this 
in one of the moft enlightened men that England ever bred^ 
and to whom flie owes unparallelled obligations, . I mean to 
call Mr. Fox, who will tell you that he was a Delegate for 
Weftminfler, in the year 1780, when a Convention was held jto 
confider of the beft means for obtaining a Reform in Parliament > 
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lxi$ ppblons Wfere always adverfe- to Univeffal Sifffrage, yet, ne^ 
verthelefs, his name appears to the petition, which afked it of 
the Houfe of Commoxis, being figned to it as chairman of the 
body i governed by its majority, and bou^d to give effe£l: to iti 
proceedings. la the fame planner vicious men may mix them-^ 
felves amongft the bonefty >vith the ulterior defign of eftablifhing 
£vil upon the bails, pf what is gpod: it ever muft be fa in all 
the tranfaflions of the; world, and parts of the evidience may 
lead to. a fufpicioii, that it might be fo in the prefcnt inftance . 
tut for that very reafo^ a Jury ought to be the more abundantly 
cautious of the eifeft of foreign and ' irrelevant mattery and 
ihould examine into* each man's guilt or innocence, by his owa 
individual qondu£):. 

Gentlemen.^ I have hitherto infifted upon the views of the 
Conftitutional Society, as they are to be coUefted from its origin 
ai^d its z&s ; and I am equally prepared to fhew (indeed it moft 
decifively appears already, by every thing which has been prov* 
,€d by the Crown) that tKe objefts of the Correfponding Society- 
were precifely fimilar } that they were avowed by their original 
inftitution, which they publiflied to the world j^and which, though 
jiuhlifhed upwards of three year^ ago, and though ever fince in 
moft extenfive circulation, were not by the Crown even con* 
iidered as in any refpeft injurious or illegal. Yet now after 
having for all that time been tranfcribcd into every newfpapcu, 
and fold' publicly by every bookfeller in the kingdom, without 
€ven a common information being put upon the file againft any 
printer for a libel ; they have been fuddenly got together, not 
againft their authors, but againft a ftranger to their very ex- 
iftence, and have furnifhed the elaborate commentary upon the 
.ftatute of High Treafon, which you have been obliged to lifteu 
to for fo many days together. 

Let us now examine this original inftitution of the Corref^ 
ponding Society, and fee whether in fobriety and fairncfs it fur- 
nifties the remarks which have been made upon it 

It is charged with the introduction of dangerous, novelties— - 
yet on the very front of it where they fet out with defcribing 
their objects, they fay — " Laying afideall pretenftons to Drigir- 
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^ naSify ire daim no other merit duu) tKat o^ f^^cmtfiibrimg 
^ what has already been urged in our common cauie, hj the 
^ Dtfke of Richmond) Mr. Pitt, and their then lio»«ft party 
^ years back, and perfevere in fupporting wkh can<k»iir toA 
^ zeal, the banners of truth already di(played by them." Now 
I aflc any perfbn who will only confent to exercife the common 
candour of a gentleman (to fay nothing of &e fcrupiilous re« 
lenre of criminal juftice) whether it wto poiEble for a Society, 
whofe obje6l was to perfevere in the caufe -vrf^ich Mr. Pitt, and 
the Duke of Richmond had originated and deferted, better or 
more diftindly — better or more diftinffly to expreis it ; the kn« 
gaage is moft precife and unambiguous* But it feems that it li 
all colour and deceit — ^It may be fo— but diey who sfieft that a 
man's meaning is die very reverie of his expreffions, muft prove 
lAat variance as a matter of fact, by comparing his condudlr 
with his declarations. Has any fudi proof been given in the 
inftaoce before us ^ So far from it, that we are now upon the 
iecond trial, after the acquittal of Mr. Hardy> who ftood before 
m Jury to anfwer few this very paper, of which he was the audM>r^ 
and to which his name ¥ras figned. The whole objefi of that tria^ 
was to (hew this variance between the condud of the Society^ 
mid this its original and public profefGon ; with what fuccefe die 
late verdid has recorded : not a witnefe appeared for die Crowit 
.who did not prove die very reverfe of the imputation } poiTefle^ 
of the mc^ private papers of all whom rafbnefs thought fit t» 
fuTped, not a fcrap of writing was produced to eftablifli aiqr 
departure from the open avowed objefts of their inftitution: 
yet, notwithftanding the acquittal of the avowed author and 
publifher of this paper, to the expreffcd fadsfaclion of the Court 
and Country, it is now read over again as evidence, and vdie- 
mendy infifted upon with the very fame arguments which had 
been before rejeSed, with this difference only, that inftead of 
being urged as formerly againft him who was accountable for 
its contents, they are now employed againft a gendeman who 
does not appear from any proof to have been even acquainted 
with its exiftence; and who began, and had been purfuing his 
obje6t (whatever it was) for -years before the paper had a be- 
T ing, 
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liig, which is mM to clecyphcr his intentions. How compietelj^ 
is the Lord Chief Juftice's argunient fubverted, and torn ta 
pieces by this procedure.^^o fiir fr6m fan^iioning the princi^ 
pie, that men are not entitled to the benefii^s to be derived bom 
a '^if coAftfttdion of their expreffions, his Lordihip told the Jury^ 
that) in k cafe fo highly penal, they weie not even ftriftly to be 
bound by their literal interpretation : yet you are now gravely 
arfked to cc^detnn to death the genideman at the bar^ by isdaog tho^ 
i»eaning to be dire&ly the reverie of what language has ^fta* 
bliOied) although all the extrinfic evidence by which alone fucll 
a latitude of judgment could be endured) falls in with and fup« 
ports the ordinary conftru£tion of the writing. 
. The logic by which this mode of judgment is eftablifbed 
keeps pace in novelty with the propofition itfelf* ^^ People maf 
** talk of their loyalty," frys the Solicitor General, " and of 
^ their love for die Conftitution, when nothing like it is in 
^^ their hearts. Lord Lovat did fo when he was plotting tho 
^ defirU<9:ion of his Country." Surely this obfervation is 
hardly worthy of fo learned a man— Lord Lovat took up armf 
^gainft the King 4 be v/as actually taken in open and banded 
rebellion ; and, therefore, to be fure, any thing be might h^vt 
ikid or written, upon the iubjeot of his {M-inciples oir intentions^ 
could be of no avail : whatever he might hBvefaU dr %tfrittfn^ hii 
g^n deed^ condemned HIM. If a man holds a knife to my throat 
totiefttoy me, it is in vain for him to £iy he loves mi^. — But to 
give die cafe of Lord Lovat any bearing upcm the prefent, you^ 
ntuft fir ft prove that our defign was to arm *$ and. I {haH then admit 
the argumient and the <:onclu(ioa. But has any fudi pfoof beeii 
given upon the prefent trial? It has not been attempted — the; 
abordve evid^sce of arms has been abandoned--<«ven th^ iblitary 
pike, that formerly gkred rebellion from the corner of the 
Court, no longer makes its apf)earance \ and the knives have 
retired to their ancient office of carving. Happy was it, iodeedi 
for me, diay they were ever produced, for fo perfectly common, 
were they throughout all England, and fo notorioufly in ufeffor 
the moft ordinary purpofes, that the public juftice and benevo- 
lence, ibocked at the perveriion of truth in the evidence cbn- 
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Ci^rntng them, kq>t pouring them in upon me frdm all quar« 
ters. The box before me is half full of them, and if al] dther 
tfades ihould £»1 me, I might iet up a cutler's ihop in confe-* 
quence of this caufe* 

' The next paflage of the original inftitution, which the SoIi-»: 
citor Kjenenil felected for obfervation, is precifely of the fasne 
Ibrt. It is impoffible to fupport his argument on it without 
confounding the whole ftructure of language — If, (fay they,)- 
we can once regain an Annual Parliament, to be fairly chofenf 
by the people, they will then be restored to their jufb 
fhare in the Government of their Country. The expreiHon 
is, REGAIN Annual Parliaments — ^yet the charge is, that the 
Conftitution was to be wholly fubverted, and a new and diffe- 
rent one eftabliihed. — How is it poifible to REGAIN that which 
was never before eftablifhed ? — How were they to regain Aat* 
which they were thcmfehres to in^oent^ and to create? — How 
was that to be rejlored which never before had an exiftence. 

Gentlemen, the- next accufation againft the Correfponding 
Society is ^ manifeftly, and fo glaringly unjuft, that I feel I 
have a right to complain of its introduction. — Not of its intro* 
duction by my learned friends, who were bound to lay before 
the Jury, all the materials whkh the two Houfes Of Parliament- 
reprefenting the nation, had adopted upon the fubject ; the At- 
torney General was undoubtedly bound in jufticc to the pri- 
foner, as well as in deference to Parliament, not to garble the 
proceedings, but to fubmit the whole of them to your confide- 
ration. I have no complaint againfl him^ or againfl any cf 
the honourable men who ajftji him. So far from it, I have 
nothing more at heart, at this moment, than that the impreffioQ 
of my obfervations fliould reach beyond the Court, and affect 
THE Attorney General himself, whofe candour and 
integrity I know will be open to receive them. It was im- 
poffible he could know what he has learned from the evidence 
^«iit c^e lafl caufe, or what he is yet to learn from it in this.-— 
AppBas I forefee that the moft beneficial confequences may arife 
to othefs hereafter, from the fubject being feen by my learned 
friend, in its true and genuine colours, I fhall, whatever nwy 
• be 
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be the labdur £o rtyfelf, proceed ia the detediort of the fallacies- 
which have been heaped on one aiiother) though many of them 
have little or no application to the defence I am now engaged 
in^ My client. Indeed, generoufly impofes this burthem As 
he looked only to the general happinefs, in the conduiSfe which 
brings him a prifoner before you, without any pofllble view of 
advantage to himfe]f,.yS he now looks anxioufly round him with 
the fame generous and independent fpirit, and enfeebles, by ex- 
panfioH) the argument of his own innpcence, that it may extend 
to prote^a the innocence of others, and to vindicate the freedom 
of .his Country* 

Geatkmen, the Accufetionj which the Houfe of Commons 
made part of its Report, and (he Injuftice of which I complain, 
is, that the Correfponding Society had nd fooner been eftab-* 
liihed than a Society at Norwich wrote to them to know the 
objed of their inftitution ; and that fo confcious were they that 
their dcfigns were diiFerent from their public pro&ifions, that^ 
inftead of at once appealing to their printed inftitution^ to Q>eak 
for itfelf upon the occafion^ they wrote a dark^ guarded, enig- 
matical letter, in order to conceal a purpoTe which could not 
with prudence or (afety be revealed. I confefs, I never in my 
life was fo much furprized as at the impudence and wifehood of 
this ailertion; for I maintain, that it is not poi&ble for language 
to furnifli an anfwer more explicit, nor one that in more direA 
terms did appeal to their public declarations for their defigns« 
I will read to you the very words of the correfpOndence : the 
Norwich Society fay—-** Our principal defign in writing is, that 
^ we may have an opportunity of knowing more exa£Uy what 
** may be thought the moft eligible fteps to be taken in carrying 
^* on this great bufmefs of our afibciated brethren, and to have 
^ an opportunity to afk fuch ibrt of queftions as may be thought 
*« very reafonable among the brethren j efpecially when we 
** think that publications are covered with a fort of obfcurity 
'* in i^ as the Sheffield people's declaratidn, which feemed de- 
** termined to fupport the Duke of Richmond's plan only; but 
*' fince we find, in a printed letter received from them in a 
^ book, that they mean to abide by fome moderate Reform, as 
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<< may hereafter be tfrought forward by die Friendb of the Pec^ 
^^ pie, which method is uncertain to us. Again, we find that 
^ Ae Friends of the People, and the Society for Confiituti<Mial 
^ Information do not cxa£tly agree ;«*«<we could be gkd to 
^ know Ae reafon« It feems to me as though tKe difference 
** was this — ^The Friends of the People mean only a partial 
*^ Reform^ becaufe they leave out the words exjH'effing die 
^ Duke of Richmdnd's Plan, and talk only crf^a Rdorm ; white 
^ the Manchefter people feem to intimeUj hy aidrefftng Mr^ 
* Painty as ib$»gb they were intent upon Republiean principles 
'' only. Now, to come clofer to tl^e nudn queftion^ it is ordy 
^ defu'ed to know whether the generafity of the Societies mean 
^ to reft fatisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only; 
« OR WHETHER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE DESIGN 
« TO RIP UP MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND 
« PLACE DEMOCRACY IN ITS STEAD/' This is 
die letter^ die language of which has been fa mightily relied 
wpothj and which is printed in italics and capitals in the re^ 
ports of bodi Houfes of Parliaments But what^ in die firft 
place, have die Correfpondii^ Society to do with die language 
of this letter ; and how, in common decency or common fenie^ 
can it afied them I Is it to be endured that Treafon fhall be 
faftened upon me, becaufe I am abfurdly or impertii^ntly aiked 
whether my intentions be traitorous; unlefs my previous c<MidaA 
Or declarations have excited a reafonable fufpicion, or unleft the 
evidence of bad intention can be collefted from my akswem. 
If my anfwer, indeed, furniihes conclufion againft me, tfiat is 
quite another thing. Let us^ therefore, examine Aat; for die 
<^ESTioN is no evidence at all but as it is introdu£bory of the 
reply : yet, would you believe it, the anfwer fe hot even printed, 
that I can find, in the Reports ; it is wholly fupprefled i and is 
. only introduced, by the candour of die Crown, in the condud 
of the profecution. The anfwer, which bears date the a6th of 
November, 17901 begins, as was natural, with recapitulating 
the queftions put to them, nearly in the language of die letter 
itfelf ; and then they fay—-** And as to the objed we have in 
*' view, w« refer you to our Addrefles, you will therein fte 
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^ ^e mean to diffemlnate political knowledge, and thereby en* 
** gage the judicious part of the nation to demand a rejiorattofi 
^ of theil- rights in annual parliaments ; the members of 
*< thpfe Parliaments cv^iNG their eleSfion to the unBoughtj and 
^' eit>en unhiaffedy fuffrage of every citizen in pojejfion of his 
** redfon^ and nit incapacitated by crimes,** — This is the aflfwet 
t>f the Correfponding Society; And having fet myfelf td rights 
WMi my learned friends at the bar, but lileaning to extend my 
tourtefy no fiirdieri becaufe juftice confines it to them, fiirely I 
have a right to afk whether it be confiftent with the dignity or 
tharader of a great and aiiguft tribunal, to accufe perfons ca- 
{)itaUy arreftedj and before the feafon of their trial, with having 
fhnmk fron queflions put to them for an eXpofition of their 
motivesi althdugh they were poffefled of the anfwer I have juft 
read to you, which refers the queftions pofitively and unambi- 
guoufly to their original addrefs 5 which repeats the fame legal 
objefts, if poffible, with additional precifion } and which telfe 
them that from thefe dbjefts fi a fecotid time delineated ahd ex^ 
frejfedy they mean neither to deviate to ihe right or left^ hut to 
purfue them by all means conjijlent with the Law and ConJUtutioii 
^ the Kingdom^ 

The next obfervation which iS made tipon the language of 
their proceedings, is ftill of the fame complexion, and turns 
round direftly in their fupport< 

The charge, ybu obferve, is for con^iring to ho>ld i CJori- 
ifentiort in England in the year 17941 to ufurp the'Govemmentt 
and to depofe and deftroy the King. AH the papers and letters 
whidi have been read^ with Earlier dates, having been only 
produced to convince you that the Convention was projefied for 
that deteftable purpofe* To eftablilh this from their own com- 
positions, Mr. Solicitor General fa)rs, (he will give me leave 
to remind him of his exprefBon) ** Look to the language 
^ in which they themfelves fpeak of the proceeding in agita- 
** tton— Let us agree to hold another Britifli Convention — 
^ Whdt could this mean,'* fays my learned frjend, laying a 
JlfVtg emphafs upon the word another — ^* What could it pofl5- 
-** biy mean, but a refolution to hold another Qonv^rHtiQti/irfAlar 
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^ to that which had been held in North Btffain^ conCfting ct 
^^ Delegates from the different Societies, and which had been 
^ before difpeHed by the authority of die law?" I take him 

AT HIS WORD IT COULD HAVE ^O OTHER MEANING. 

.They nioflr unqueftionably intended a Convention, fimilar, in all 
refpeds^ to the ovvt at Edinburgh, which had been iuddenly di£- 
iblved} and confequendy, upon his own princifJes, to make 
out a cafe of Treafon agaihft the priibiiers who projeded this 
English Convention, he muft Oiew that the aflembling the 
Convention at Edinburgh was an a£l of High Treafon in aU 
who were engaged in it. To eftablifli, upon his own prind- 
pies, of their defigns being fimilar, that thd Engl ifli Convention 
was proje£led with the view of affuming and exercifing aU 
the functions of Parliament, he is inevitably bound to ihew 
diat the Convention at Edinburgh, of which it was a type, 
did adlually afllune and exercifc them. Has he eftabliihed 
either of thefe proofs ? Has he fhewn, by evidence, that the 
hundred and eighty perfons who, as Delegates from the different 
Societies in Scotland, aflembled at Edinburgh under the name 
of a Convention, did in faH aflemble to fuperfede the Parlia* 
ment of the Kingdom, and were guilty of the crime of Hi^ 
Treafon ? Has he fhewn (which, to maintain his argument, he 
is bound to do) that all thofe, who fent them for that purpofe^ 
were implicated in the fame guilt \ If he has, he has flruck at 
the lives of thoufands and ten thoufands of his Majefty's moft 
aiFe^lionate ftibje&s in North Britain, who were members of 
thofe Societies. Has he proved diflindly that this Edinburgh 
Cojivention did actually ajfume to itfelf all^ or any^ of th€ func^* 
tions of Governmentj which he fays would have been aflumed 
here^ by the meeting in agitation, bad it not been nipped in the 
bud by the arrefl of the priibners, the feizure of their papers, 
and the inftitution of this folemn proceeding* 

The Solicitor General having himfelf made this the queiUoi^ 

as, indeed, he could not avoid it, let us examine what has been 

.proved upon the fubjedl. And in entering upon this duty, it 

really fills me with horror to think that the lives of me n 

What do I fay—- OF men !— *— -That the lives of Englishmen 

ihould 
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^ottld depend upon the fuccefsful. refolution of fuch a chaos of 
onatter as is Spread before me, in which every faculty of the 
4nind is bewildered and confounded ; that they (hould not only 
hSLVG their own writings to explain, and their own tranfaftions 
^o anfwer for, but that there fhould be heaped upon their heads 
every thing that has been faid, written, or tran(a£led, for years 
Ttogether^ in every corner of the Kingdom, by perfons with 
^whom they not only never a6led, but whofe names or exift^nces 
4:hey never heard of. If the criminal law of England counte* 
fiances fuich a proceedings how is the fubjedl to contend witb 
any profecatloii which the Crown chufes to inftitute ?— -Wher« 
is the man capable of affifling him upon fuch a trial ?—i^ What 
pnrfe is equal to the expence of witnefTes ? — and where is the 
Iribtmal equal, in body and in mind, to its decifion J 

In the firft place, however, and before I proceed to explore 
the proceedings of the Edinburgh Convention, in the beft way 
I can, through the maze of materials before us, let me aik, a$ 
a preliminary queftion, what the honourable gentlemany wham I 
reprefentf had U da with them? Suppo/ing all its tranfa£lions 
hadheen Treafin^^hew is he affected by them? It has been 
ailumed, that Mr. Tooke was an ad^ive promoter of the S6>cch 
Convention, bocaufe his name ftaads entered in the books of the 
Conftitutional Society as prefent when the fending of a. Dele- 
gate to Edinburgh was under deliberation. Good God ! Gen^^ 
tlemen, how grofs is this concluiion, and how pernicious is the 
pcineiple which conchides it* This entry would not beevidence 
in an adion for tea pounds ; yet what would not do upon a 
charge for killing a hare xx a partt'idge, is to be ufed as evidence 
to deftroy the Kfc of an Englifh fubje£t, and with it the law 
and Ccoftitutton of the Kingdom. The Society has been con- 
iidered as a Corporation ; its books have been laid upon the 
table as authoritative a£ls, binding upon all its members ; and 
the pen of the Secretary of a club is to conclude upon a fad: 
which is to afFeft life. The real truth is {and it ought to ^ 
afolemn warning to Courts ofyujlice not to depart from thejlniih 
ruks of evidence) Mr. Tooke was not present when, the- 
propoiition for fendiog a Delegate^ Edinburgh vjras. made^ 
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fieldier did die propofitioii) when made, on that day receive Ae 
concurrence or approbation of the Society, but, on the contrary, 
wad pbjeded to by die maiority; not becaiife they thought it 
criminal, but becaufe they beKeved it tQ be ufekfs. The furr 
ther difcuffion of the fubjeft was, therefore, poftponed fixxn the 
25th to die a8th of Odober, whei| a (pedal es^traordtnary 
meeting was appointed, and Mr.' John Williams, (he mover of 
the propoiition, was fent tq Winibledon to requefl: Mr. Tooke 
to attend and fupport it ; but it appears by Mr, Adams's evi« 
dence that he abfolutely rtfufed to come, and freafed the pf»3 
po£J as friyolous and impertinent, infoinuch. tha( he was con* 
iidered as a man bribed and peniipned %p betray d^.caufe of 
Parliamentary Reform, by withholding his fupport to a legal 
and well-meant propofidon in |avQur of the proceedings in 
Scotland. Yet this gendeman, gready advanced in years, and 
)}eclining in his healdi, who Wias (hut up 4it this timcj 4ind hug 
tifrriy widiin the compafs of his houfe and garden at Wintblo- 
don, where he ufed to wiih ai| AQt of Parliament mi^t con- 
fine liim for life, who ^vas pamfully beftowtng a greater portkiq 
of bis dme to the advancement of learmng than the nidefl 
healdi could with fafety bring to it—- who was intenfely devoted 
to refearches which will hereafter aftooifli, and will not be bosx ] 
forgotten by the world— ^wbo was, at thetvery momnty engaged 
in a work fuch as die .labour of man never before undertook, 
nor perhaps his ii^enuity ever accompIi(bed-*rwbq had laid out 
near an hundred pounds only in pa^ks of cards, to elude by 
arttfice and contrivance the ftatlty of memory and the Ihortneis 
0f life, odierwife infuffif ient h^ the magfiitude of his piirfim- * 
who never faw the Conftitittiqnal Society but in die courtefy 
pf a few fhort moments^ iafter dining with feme of its moft 
rel|yeftable membei^; and who poji^buely objeSied to the very 
meafure which is the whole fq^ndation of. the profecution, is, 
neverthelefs, gnively cpniidered to be the ma^er<ribring, v^ikh 
was continually pulling and directing all the inferior ^lovements 
of a conipiracy as exteniive as the ifland, the planner of a re- 
i0R^udon in die Government, and the a£ltvt» head of an anne4 
rebelH«fn agaitift its audiority« Gendemeti, j^ this a propofidon 
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to be fiiknttted to the judgment of boneft and enlightened menji^ 
upon a trial of life and deaths Why, there is nothing in. the Ara- 
bian Nights Entertainments, or in the Tales of the Fairies^ 
which is not dull matter of fafi compared witjh it. But the truth 
js, as it ftaods already upon Mr* Adams's evidence, that (o Uttk 
was the energy of the Society upon the fubje£t, that, at the gene- 
Tfiy adjoun^d, and extraordinary^ meeting, which was to decide 
Mpon this great queftion, which Mr. Tooke thought fp fmall a 
one, but upon which the fate of Great Britain is confldered here 
a3 having depended, only feven people gave dieir attendance s and^ 
although Mr Yorke was chofen Delegate to give countenance 
to the caufe, and to former refolutions^ yet there were pb- 
ftacles to the completion of his miffion, becaufe the ways and 
pieans c<miU1 not be provided for his fupport ^ 

It appears alfo, by Mr. Adams's evidence^ that the ConiUtu« 
tional Society, which, for the purpofes of this proceeding, has 
been reprefcnted as a fanguinary and widely extended confpiracy) 
confifted only of a few gentlemen, lyho wiibed well to the caufe 
of conftitutional Reform, which they were too honeft to aban- 
don, but too indgnificant in wealth| or numbers, e^papioufly 
to fupport. In order, therefore, to prevent them&lves fiom^ 
being laughed out of a very hpnourable purpole, ai^ to prevent tho 
honeft and independent part of the public from . giving up th0 
canlCe of Heform, from the defpair of countenance and fupport| 
diey publiihed in their refojutions thouiands qf papers which 
they never printed, and expended large fums which they never 
had.-— I mi^ht, therefore, wholly decline all coi^fideration of thf 
Scotch Convention* as in^^ertinen^ and irrelavant, and if I was 
my own n^fter I would do fo; but the honourable gentlemaui 
who has a right to dire^ my condud, with a generoQty whif:h 
pauft endear him to every body, leven in this very fnotpeat, whea 
he fees me preparing to meafure my difco^riib by thp exigency of 
hb own particular defiince, infifts upon n^y n>eiietii>g the Solici"> 
tax Geneial upon ikt major prppofitiQn of bis arguinent^ I 
could maintain, iays my clitnt, interrupiJAg.his /own Cou^fel, 
jn his own defence, I could maintain that \ am not criqiin^I (yoH 
t)ayc already, indeed, am{dy maintained it) i j^ut tkiit h not fn^ugb 
^ \ Pd4 wbea 
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wben die lives of others, and the privileges of my Cotuitiy, aM 
embarked in the controverfy ; I call upon you, therefore, Mr, 
Erikine, to maintain, that there is no crinunality — ^I defire ^t 
the aAs of others, through whofe fides I am vainly fought to 
be wounded, in order that the reverberating ftroke may pierce 
them the deeper, may be vindicated and explained,— *-In obedi* 
ence to the tafk-mafter, then, let us fee what tfeis Coavenbon 
did. 

One of dieir firft declarations, and which is prepoftefouOy 
relied on to prove their ufurpation of die powers of Government) 
is in dieie words*- 

^ Reiblved, That this Convention, confidering the calami- 
" tous coniequences of any ad of the Legiflature"— act of 
THE Legislai^re ! Why, according to thefe Gentlemen, 
they were themselves the Legislature, for the L^ifla- 
ture was gone, if their argument be founded, die moment the Con- 
vention (at, ^ Refolved, That this Convention, confidering tbe 
^ calamitous confequences of any ad of the Legifl^ure, which 
* may tend to deprive the whole, or any part of the people, of 
^ their undoubted right to meet by themfelves, or their dele- 
^ gates, to difcufs any matter relative to their rights, mdiether 
*^ of a public or private nature, and holding the (ame to be to- 
^ tally inconfiftent with the firft principles and (afety of So- 
** ciety, and alfo fubverfive of the known and acknow- 

•* LEDGED CONSTITUTIONAL LlBBRTIE^ OP ENGLISHMEN." 

Gendemen, I muft paufe here, though in the very middle of a 
fentence, becaufe every limb and member of one fumiihes a de«> 
cifive refutation of the charge. Herd are men accufed of har» 
ing aiTumed the fupreme authority, and as the fubverters of 
Englifh law, who are yet peaceably claiming, under die bannen 
of the law, the indifputable privileges of fubje£b to difcufs die 
rights which that law beftows. They then fay, and here it 
feems lies tbe Treafon — ** We do therefore declare, before God 
^ and our Country, that we ihall pay no regard to any ad 
^ which ihall militate againft the Constitution of our 
^ Country." But, according to the other fide of the table, 
(die Conftitu^oa of die Country was at zjfi tx\A^ and ^U its powers 
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•fiumed by this Convention, although, in the very proceeding 
which they thus moft unaccountably, feled for commentary, they 
bow obedience to all a£ts confident with the ConftitutiM^ and 
only refufe it to.iuch as, in their minds, militated agalnft tbe^ 
itrft principles of the Englifli ^ Government, which diey were 
determined to fupport, iniiead of being bandwd to overturn. 
But, in what manner, and to what extent, did they project a re* 
fiftance to ads militating againft their rights ? Did they meditate,' 
by force, the deftrudion of Parliament which infringed them ? ' 
Liften to the conclufioi> of this declaration, upon which io much 
has been faid, and then tell me whether this body can, with 
common decency or juftice, be charged as in a ftate of rebellion. 
" We will continue to ajfdmhle to conjider the heft means by whiclr 
^ we can accomplijh a real Reprefentation of the People^ and 
^ Annual ParliamentSy until compilUd to defift by fuperior force.^^ 
What is this but faying, that they will, for an honeft end, 
abide the penalties of an unjuft law, rather than efeape from them 
by its obfervance.«^Mr. Juftice Blackftonc truly fays, that there 
is nothing even immoral in fuch difobedience— for that, if there 
were-^prohibitoryand penal regulations would be (hares to the 
conicience of the fubje£l. 1'he fad it^ there never had been a 
law in England, nor was there any then in exiftence to prohibit 
die meafures they were engaged in. An ad which had juft 
been pafled in Ireland had, for the firft time, declared fuch pro* 
ceedings to be a mifdemeanor, though without an ad we are now 
treating them as High Treaion, and the introdudion oiz (imilar 
bill into the Engliih Parliament being the common report, they 
refolved not to iandion its unconftitutional rinciple, much lefs 
l>efore the law exifted, by a voluntary obedience, but to wait its 
regular enforcement by the Magiftrates.^p^Thi$ is not only the 
obvious meaning of the refo}ution itfelf, but it is eftabliflied be- 
yond a doubt, by their fubfequent condud, as it appears by the 
letter of A^argarot^ the Delegate of the Correfponding Society, 
who, giving an account of their difperfipn by the Magiftrates, 
^ I (hall prefendy read it to you, exprefles himfelf to thiseiFed««>* 
}f, fays he, we had defifted without the exertion of fuperior force, 
\% would have b^n furr^nderiDg our rights, and the privileges 
• *. of 
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jof otbos ; but, when allied upon by (iiperior forces' u ]i* 
By the authority of the Magiftrate, the fubmiffioa couU 
not ht confidered as an acknowledgement of traafgreffiotn on oiar 
parts^ The diflblutionof this Parliament (as k b gravely ftiled) 
is deicribed, by Margarot's letter) to have been efFe^ed dius :-^ 
^. Twomefiengers came again into otn: room with Gerald ; they 
^ left a fummons to appear at ten o'clock : widi Margarot they k6 
^ nothing but a requeft to accompany Gerald to the office, yet^ 
^* when arrived there, he found that a warrant was ifiued agaiiA 
^ him, for Ae purpofe of detaining himaprifoner. On Thurfiiay 
*< the whole Convention were eituaQy illnfod : the Provoft went, 
^ and after pulling Matthew Campbell Brown, of Sheffield^ out of 
*^ the Chair, ordered the Tlonvention to difperfe, and told them, he 
^ would allow no fuch meetings in future. The next day, ^ 
** Convention having agreed to meet at another place put of the 
« jurifdiftion of the Provoft, we had not long been afiemfaled, 
^ before the Sheriff appeared amongft us, and having a(ked 
*^ whether the meeting was the Britifh Convention, and being 
^ anfwercd in the affirmative, ordered us to depart He aiked 
^^ who was Prefidcnt*— >upon which Margarot, having ofexAy 
^ aiked and obtained leave from the Convention, placed him-r 
^ felf in the chair, and told the Sheriff he would not break up 
** the OEideting, unl^fs jfOtconfiitutionaUy forced thereto^ by the Si€^ 
^ f iff' s pulling him $ut ^ftbe chair ^ which the latter, after fama 
^ hefitation, complied with* The £x-Prefldent, Gorald, wa9 
^^ then put into the chair, in order to be pulled out by the She-^ 
^ riff alfo, which being done, die meeting was then dofied with 
^ praypr* and the company departed peaceably.'^ Now, does 
the whole hiftory of humaii folly furniih any thing fp extniva** 
g^tly abfurd and ridiculous, as to confidcr this as the fiippreffion 
of an e^tenfive and armed rebellion, and as a fort of counter-* 
revolution in Gr^ajt Britain ? 

Upon the tria| of a folemn and important fauie, upon whii^ 
not pnly the lives of innocent men are dependii^, but the ex- 
igence of the laws th^oifelves under whidi we live, I am afraid 
to rup into obfervations which are ludicrous ; but fuch is the pre^ 
poftej:pus nature oi this whol^ bu%^ tfagt it is impoffihle to 
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W(M It In reading the imnutes of this Convention, as the i^ 
gular proceedings of a Parliament, holding at once the fword and 
purfe of the kingdom, we have frequently encountered with matter 
ivhich, whether we would or no, has ccmvulfed us with laughter 
in the midft of thf awful duty we are engaged in, In the minutes 
of the fifth day, the 2ift of November, 1793, we find the De^ 
puty Secretary informing the Convention that he had laft nigh? 
received fifteen &illings from fix vifitors, which was ordered to 
be psud to Mr, Skirving, with three {hillings more already coU 
leAedi and, on the day following, we have Mr, Margaroi 
moving (I fuppofe in the Committee of Ways and Means) that 
a general colleftion (hould be made, which being confented to 
and Mr. Callendar and Mr, Scott being appointed colleftors, 
^hefe gentlemen made their report inftanter : 

That there had been drawn r- - - - 4 5 3 
Bift of which there being two bad fliillings, the ba- 
lance was •.•--- - 438 

To which a perfon, of the name of Moore, added a ihilling. 
Yet this aflTembly of poor unarmed people, colledttng fixpences 
to pay for their room and *heir advertifements, who were dif; 
perfed by a common Juftice of the Peace, with lefe buftle than a 
watchman puts an end to a brawling in the corner of a ftreet 
every night throughput the year, are nQWconfidered as having in- 
tended to afiume to themfclves, and indeed, fi)r a feafon, to have 
exercifed all the fun£iions of this great Country, proteiSed as it 
is by a vaft (landing army, by a national militia, confiding of 
^ the gentlemen of England, whofe landed interefts dq:)end upon 
the ftability of the Government, and by the great body of opu- 
Jent merchants an4 monied men, whpfe fortunes are vefted, of 
eourfe, in the public funds, and thereby their pofleffions and the 
hopes of their farpilies entwined with the very bowels of the 
■ ^tate* 

There is another point of vjew from whence, if we examine 
0is procecdinff, it muft appe^^ if pofliye, ftjll more extraor- 

dinary. 
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dnary. I admit that, in confequence <^ the difpeiiion ^diick 
they confidered to be illegal, a great many inflammatory papers 
were written; and that it was thought advifeable, upon the 
whole, to fub}e<9; the principal perfons, engaged in this Conven- 
tion, to a legal profecution. But how were they profecuted? 
and by that very Government which has inftituted the prefent 
proceedings ? Were they profecuted for High Treafon ? Now 
Was the charge of Treafon .ever thought of, or conne(^ed lArith 
their names ? I answ£R, never. Although they were not 
met together, lik<? Mr. Hardy and the other unfortunate pri- 
foners, to confider how they Jhould in future hold a Conven- 
tion, but were taken, flagrante deli£i:o, in the very a^ of holdr* 
ing one^ and of holding precifely fuch a one as the prifoners are 
charged with having only projeiled v TU^y w^RE onItY ac- 
CVS ED OF A MISDEMEANOR. I repeat the expreffion, they 
were only profecuted for a mifdemeanor, although tflken in the 
aSi of holding precifely fuch a Convention as the prifoners only 
projected. For I again refer to the Solicitor General, whether 
he did not twice aflcrt, and his learned co-adjutor more than 
twiccy that the confpiracy charged upon the record was to hold a 
Convention fimilar to that vt^ch had been held and put down 
in Scotland. I aflert alfo that Government had the fame mate- 
rials in its hands for conviction which it has at this hour-^tbey 
had fpies in every corner, " There was not a man but in bis 
*^ houfe they had a fervant fee'i" And the minutes of the 
Convention, which have been read at your table as evidence of 
High Treafon, were feized by the Provofl: and i>heriff of Edin- 
burgh, in 1793, and read as evidence againfl: Margarot and Ge^- 
rald, when profecuted ohly for libels in the Jufticiary Court- 

What {hall we fay, then, of a Government which lays a 
{mxit for innocent blood, by giving to an act the character of ^ 
mifdemeanor, waiting for future victims when it fhould b^ ex- 
j^Ited to the denomination of Rebellion and Treafon, Gentle-* 
men, I make no fuch charge upon Government — I acquit them 
of all fchemes upon the fubject, good or evil-— I believe that the 
£i^ ot alarm came very fuddenly, and very lately upon them j 



•nd that thfey do not know, even now, upon what principle 
they are here, or what they have to hope from their proceed^ 

The magiftrates of Edinburgh having brought the leaders oC 
the Convention before the Coui:t of Jufticiary, they were coii- 
Vitted of mifdemeanors ; but thefe judgments inftead of {woducing 
the effect that was expected from them^ produced (as ever hap-' 
pens from perverted authority) great irritation and Afcontenr. 
They were, in my mind, and in what is far more important, iiT 
fottit of Ae greateft minds in this Country, illegal pro-«^ 
C£KDiNGS. And although I do not mean, in this plage, tor' 
make any attack upon magiftrate's vh the execution of their 
duty . 

Lord Chief ^uftice Eyre, it fliould not be ftated here that 
they were illegal 

Mr. Erjkine. I did not fay they were illegal— I faid, thath 
in my opinian they were foy and that they were quejiioned in Par-m 
liament as fucb. It is not my purpofe to giv« offence to his^ 
Lordfhip, wlio has given us an indulgent and attentive hearing 
through the whole courfe of this caufe ; but it is material toftate, 
becaufe it accounts for fome of the writings in evidence, that the 
opinion and conduct of the Scotch Judges were quejlionahle ^ 
that they were actually queftioned in Parliament v (as they 
a4ay yet hereafter be questionei>) and were pro- 
nounced by the greateft men, in both Houfes of Parliament, to 
have been harih, unconftitutional, and illegal. Smarting, there- 
fore, under the lafli of thefe fentences, which they confidered ta 
be unjuft, and believing that their colleagues had done nothing 
more than the law audiorized, and tl^eir confciences fuggefted^ 
they camie to an intemperate refolution concerning the Scotch 
Judges, which, though fo ftrongly relied on> can certjiinly have np 
fort of application to the caufe, fince if they had knocked on the 
head the Lord Juftice Clerk, and all his brethren, vv4)i}ft prefix 
ding in their Court, inftead of contenting then^felves with li-« 
belling them, it would not have been High Tr^afon within th? 
ftatute of Edward the Third. This mighty bugbear of a refoi» 
lution is in thefe words. I am not afraid to me^t it« ■. ' 
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^ Refolved, That law ceafes to be an object of obedience 
^ whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion/' 

This is a mere abftract prop<t(iti6n, to which I would fub-^ 
feribe my own name, at fliiy time. 

^ Refolded, That we call to mind, with die deepeft fatisfac-' 
^ tion, the hte of the infamous JeflFerie^ onde Lofd Chibf 
^ Juftice of England, who, at the sera of the glorious Revoiu-i 
^ tion^ for the many ifttquitobs feniences he h^ pafled^ waal 
^ torn to pieces by a brave and injured {)eopIe/* 

^ Rcfoived, I'hat thofe who imitate his example^ deferve hi^ 
^ fate.'* 

Gentlemen, if die applicatt<Mi of this maxim was meant to he 
made to the recent proceedings of the Scotch Judges^ it tfiay btf 
a libel upon tbeir pcrfons and authorities for any thing I know 
or care. I fee nothing that is either Criminal or indcceni* In 
my mind, on the contrary, die promulgation of fuch awful and 
ufefid refusions, ihould not be left to the irregular^ and often 
mifapplied, promulgation of private men i but fhould be pro^ 
mulgated as folemn feflivals, by die authority of the State itfeifa 
1'herc ought, in my opinion, to be public anniverfaries of the 
deteftable, as well as of the iMuftrioas a£^ions of mankind, in or-' 
der diatj by tJie influence of negative^ as well as rf pofittve 
example, die greateft poffible hold may be taken <^ the gnmd 
ruling paffionof our naiCure, and the furcft indicadon of its im-'' 
mortality-*— the paiii(xi of living in the minds of others, beyond 
the period of our frail and traofitory exiftence^ By fuch an> in-- 
ftitution, public men would every moment be impelled forward 
in the path of their du^, by the perfpeftive immortal rewards 
of an approving pofterity. * And, what is ftill more important^ 
and far more applicable to my prefent purpofe, wicked men, 
cloathed with human authority over their fellow creatures. Would 
be deterred by the iame means from the abufe of them i becaufe, 
in the very moment when they were about to barter away the 
life of innocence, or the public juftice of their Countiy, for 
ibme miferable advance of ambition in the dedine ef a ttarffitory 
life, they migbls, perhaps, ftart back from the temptanrc^, ap« 
palled by the aw^ view of fiiture- ages rifing up before the 
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kn^tDatiotl) fitting in judgment upon their chara(Slefs$ and prefix 
tlaiming them with indignation to the univerie. 

B«it how, after ally do thefe refolutions (wlmtever praife or 
biame may belong to them} apply to the matter in hand ? For 
Mr. Tooke pofitively refufed to fan£lion them. Though Chair- 
tinan of the meetings he would not remain in the chair when 
they were pafled -, and I will call, if you think it material, the 
very perfan who took his place whilft they were paf&ng. Yet^ 
neverthelefs, they are broiight forward againft him, and infifted 
upon with die &me arguments as if he had been their author* 
Gentlemen, diis is intolerable. The whole hiftory of human 
injaftice can produce nothing like it. The principle feems to 
be that all the libels written by any man in the woiid who, at 
any time, has fupported a Reform in Pariiament, whatever may 
be the fubjed of them, and however dafhing with one an^ 
other in defign or oipinipn, may be drawn into the vortex, and 
pointed to convid of High Treafon Mr. John Home Tooke* 
By reading thefe cotftradidory performances as the evidence of 
liiS defigi^s, diey make him one day a Reformer of the Houfir 
tsf Commons, the next a rank Republican, the tHrd well af* 
feSttd to our mixed Conftitution, and the fourth rekpfmg int9 
ft Repvbitcan agstfn. in ^s manner, by reading juft what 
they f^eafe^ and infiftin^ upon their own conibrudiou of 
whaS they read, Ae honourable gentleman is made to ofcilate 
}ike a pendnlam, from fide co fide, in die vibrations of (pinion, 
without {yuriiiing any fixed or rational courfe^ although I wiM 
fliew you that, of all men in the world, he has been the moft 
ivnilbrm, fir^ and ii^exible in his poUtical courfe. 

Tkt ftext piajper which they read is hardly, I diink, at all 
conneded with the important fubjedt of the trial, being a mere 
f%(iifb upon the prefent juft and neoeflary war. It is a tefdiaion 
of ^ Coxiftktflioiial Society of the 24th of January, to which 
Mr. Tooke was privy,m wbidiit was refolved— ** TJiatancxie}- 
*' lelvt addrefs of the Correfponding Society ibould be in&qrtsd 
^^ tn their bipoki^ And that the King's fpeecfa to his Parlianteht 
^4)e iMlcfSKd vhderit^ inoMbr that they may botk b& always 
^#eady4'^^e^rp^e«ial rdercaceof the mcBBbers»'0f'ithis S^^ 
' "•- ^ "ciety 



^ ciety during the contbuance of theprefent unfortunate vM^^ 
** and that in perpetuam ret memoriam^ they may be printed in 
^ one fheet at the happy conciufion of it) which happy con- 
^ duHon, according to the prefent profperous appearances, we 
" hope and believe not to be many months diftant." 

Gentlemen, furely it is not Treafen to believe that which 
Minifters are daily holding forth— furely it is not Treaibn to 
exped and believe upon the authority of Parlisunent, that the 
war we are engaged in will foon be brought to a pro^>^ou9 
ifTue. Would the people of this Country have been ib com-* 
pofed, in a conjuncture which fox calamity has no parallel in the 
btftory of Great-Britain, but foe thefe conftant declarations \of 
the King's Minifters, which Mr. Tooke is only accufed of 
having believed ? Were we nOt told (I am not entering upon 
political controverfyy but defending my cliiHtJ'-^Bvft were we not 
told daily that the war would he brought to a fpeedy and happy 
termination? And can it be criminal in a fubjedl: to give faith 
to the a£l8 and declarations of Government I But fuppofing it, 
on the other hand, to be only irony upon Admi^ftrationt and 
a ridicule of their proceedings, which may be thought the beft 
eonftru6lion. Is a man's life to depend in this Country upon 
his admiration or fupport of any- particular iet of MiniAers ? I 
care not a ftraw what you, the Jury, who are to <decide upon 
my client's condu<5l may think upon thefe Hopics, or upon die 
Minifters of the day.*-r-I rely upon your judgments as bcmeft 
men, impreiTed with a fenfe of religkm, who know the (andity 
of the oath you have taken, and the duty whidi it impofed, and 
I only introduce thefe fubjeds, not becaufe I think them reht- 
vant, but becaufe they have been thought fo by the Cifown who 
read thefe. papers to condemn us. < ' 

But it is the concludon of this refolutidn, I believcy wUch 
gives the. offence, where, upon motion) the wdrds ^ feidrful and 
^ honourable," which ftood applied to die Parliament^ weie 
expunged, and the words ^^ his, and Ms only," lAfefted in Ifaeir 
ftead. — What th^>-*^his is no d^»i of the fidelity of the King 
to his Parliament, but is a^jinfiiiuatibniibn the contrary) that 
tjte Pasliaaient was. un&ithfut «.td .te lUiig* tf ^it^ ^an be con* 
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(4trecl, Aer^fove, id &it iarlous light of a. fibd ilpoii itoy^au^ 
thork/i it i^ a defiunadon of tbi tiaufe of Commons. But we 
arenotbtouglithe^e. to anfwer for a libel upon that Afieinbl}r» 
WQ a)^ dccufed.of a cbnfpiracy to cut off die Kii^-*-<uid in order 
to prioi^^ it^ ffaej give in evidence an idle fquib againft the 
Houfe of ConunoQ% for not <iaidifully ferving him i (o that if 
Ijhe paper were deferving 6f any confideration one way or Ae 
other, it ntakes (|u^ tgaihfl the poipofe for which it is ufed-^ 
unldTs it is meant to be contended, that the King and the Hoi^ 
of CommcBis are one and the fiune tiung. 
, Anpthi^.mat^r equally Jrrel^ant hafi been alfo mtrodaced, 
very fcrlMtMaoly, however^ for die honourable gentleman at 
jour bar,, becaufe it aiFolds a ftgnal iidlance of his generofity 
and noblenefs of mind* I ^ak of his letter promotii^ a fub«>' 
fcrlpdon for Mr. Sinclair, who had been convi&ed m Scotland 
for 9£dng as a Delegate at dte Convention. . 

Although Mr. Tooke not only never fent him as Delegat^^ 
but fticnuoufly obj^Sted to his.del^ation^ diough htfo uni^ 
formly opposed the^ whole meafiu-e which led to his convi^on^ 
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and punii^menc, as (b lead to the queftionof his own fincerity.: 
in tb^ micids ofjfome who Supported it^ although the confe*-. 
quence of the Sentence caoidd nothave puUed a batr.out of htS' 
be,ad| but led, on the contrary, to confirm the prudence and 
^opriety of bis. eondufit; yet) in the hour of Mr. Sinclair's 
diftreis, ,he w^. die ^finft araaU' to ftep forward to fupport him, 
and to take u^ahitolelf the public odium of pi^otofiing him,' 
thou^ be had privately difcoumenahced. every a£): % whtch 
could gfye the futfe^cer aiiy xlaim to his counte^iance or fupport. 
I ajp perfe^ly fure< thattmy wordiy friend the Attorney Oeneral^ 
is too hbnonrable a man to make: a iingte obftrvadon; on tl^is 
gienuine a^ of difmt^refted bttDev^ence^^^^Qut I am not 'the 
Icis obliged tp Mf.Gibb& libr nat.fuiSeriiig tme to oftrit in its 
,plai;e^ aijiAltQr.whi^ redqiunds ibi highly to the honour of di6 
gentt^n^iVi we ^e defending.. .^ /- 

Itistdieiaipi^^it that d|dsMtl^odfer|)art of ^letter 
vdtich r/^g^d^-^MCi Pitt*. Filled widi indignation that te inng# 
cei^t man Oxg^ be devolftll^ a^^riibii for treadii^ in« d^eiT^f 
,v yfi%. J. E e fteps 
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fto^vku^ kulMublted that MJMfter to U^pt^Sm ittiiftlA^ 
iv %% (L hRW mUI^id the lettOTi bull can ■tatirty.ranMilpai' ihi^ 
expreffioa) Thit i£ ever dne man ftioidd be tireiigbe to- M» 
<^ trial foff i^ ikieition of the caiifiD of Jfm)iamMtMf lUhnog 
^ fbf wimh M|< Siadak waa to fuflnc, be hi^fU tbe Country 
^ woiilcLaot ctmSmt tcr fend iuaa to Botaaji Bapf/"^' 

Gcotlrtneiv ^ h>'>^0 ^^^ ^^f^ iraiafk tp mafae tipoR Aia part iQ# . 
Ae teller Mr^Toeke Ja. not aidktedfiifjCM^pttli^ anil bm^ikK' 
h^ the death of Mr< Pitt« - 

Gentlemen^ Wfe comeatlaft.tO' the vor)r> pritii «f^ die iAbu^ 
t(ta. the oonipicacjr to bold the Cooveatipli ift EHgltod^ and 
liie aMttiljcaipla()ped.fiiir ^t piir|iofe« : And It i^wmM Ittiting 
ciici«aflaoce» a eiicwaflanoe- m myaand abfdhiltl^ c a aeluft t a 
qi tbe .pfgbalt trials l(unkis you^ npean to> roiraifr Ae- fbrmer 
laardictt ^dUdi none o£ you wifi^ snd "whidl aft of y^M oer* 
tainly cannot,) dut JlitL liuift mHao :bii - abeadlf' htftrt aiv 
^eiMd^ waa tbe. Tecy fi^^ and fingk romBi <^ Aefuvpafitioii 
tx> boU this Conv«abdnr«-aad diae afe^Ag 4i i| <i> yen » ftqif 
tpfcm ill' the accam|Afltoamt.o£it^doaM^4K):-dieiday'ii4wR^tle 
{irifeRefB ivan tisnt to.tke Tpwmy areseitakea^nciCiaidjf wiA Mf 
poiritjs but theoagh Us dmot ageaaj^ aod^itlat^evevy letter 
and pi|oe adacb laa. beea. leadi afno; te^fiAjeft^ be^ra Af 
%i^liiffe q£ hia naaae^-nauqi of tbaa.* briagi'aUa^ af'his mm 
wmffiSi^Ok Ifi the GcniaBnta>% diecefiare^: «a^ origitmied iba 
the delafiable pdtfak cfaatged* bytitbia bidicttMeaty^IUfr^ ISsuifi 
nAo hib besik i^rtyikfeJ, /was t{)e origiaalf.aaAtto''prkieipf 
Iraitaf } vh^evcar nnnkaomy. he fevaaithf toiMirr^riaMMr 
ilf49 deae upoa it^.sa. aot .Onl^i dld^ ^bat aaiMudly^'led tbe ivaf 
4ldM^4|ai|ig;af.'by^4nbR^ii(.disr» i^na-a'cdn^i^iey^ Hi -ivi^ ^ 

iia^toi&ftlyitlke pciittipal^qBnipinidr.^ 

. Ttoti%aiP affiaftIott'>fltt,at?gtBaeat ief^ it ati t"^ ' it was^av <^ a ml 'by 
^1^ Cjami^Wcb( jifiaspce&caaBB MuTaalaj-^and iMEb'IIiuNif 
wa^ ther^9c$i>(4^ aa(^ia«di {Uiopef^r^.ftieotrd^ibr triatf beeaafe 
the object of the one we are now. aagagl!d> iri^ aad'<bf^^eberjf 
<)ti|fF. tbii 4lP itwfefAito by aie Joaljc^tdia^Flj^i^ miMf&^nf^Ste- 
tjoa^f oibt^nd (3intt»b&uBx»% tiia^ery aftHg^ wbWi ama diRciJ f 
VoN^I; iramt te. Ms*. Hafdjr^ a>b<^tottJb^ll o i|iit teJ ' Bf Kr 
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Cddntiyy na)r ik^ieh^ were widlDut o pi ih qvtf f y dbdfte^ hf lul 
CounfeU The Court laid, in fumnling u{^ die evIildbKir id Al^/ 
firmer tfiaU dik it had beeac tet feeUy or^tied iluit Mr. H^rdy 
iwBtt ndi injiKeftfed in a gnat part H die cvideiidfe. 

G^tdcanoi^ duk was But « oaudoiis and inddlgini mddr dT 
ftattment by th^ Cour^^ kft adhntfidns mig^: hi fupporad t^ 
faftYc B^on 'made hf us wfaioh Coanfid db^i itot to male, far 
IsrnaMy we nekher did, nor codld attempt tb deny that Mn 
Hxdfi wiA dogntfcafat oT^ and acdve in eifery tr«Rikctio& whicH 
r4^irdlHl the Britlfli GonventiDfl) thd very Treafoii charged 
upon dife rdcordi The Atterfii^ Qensralv therefore^ is l^u 
duced to diis dilemma, either to conteff the juftice of flie Armef 
T^iH Hfbich afcc^ttsd HiUdy^ or to iurrender die jlrifait p^UTe- 
cudelik Thai tfait is the ta^ue poCtion ^ die Uuft, idll at^peitr 
i^iemleilhly from tHe lirdofsi 

TheVi|pn of the € u > i »c mfa B ^pfMs td faiVe hobn this :-«# 
Jdfi Hiifdyi who Bad jdfMfy bteb acquitted by Ida Cbiia&^ 
hatifig jeceiired a tetter^ idhkdi Hid beeh rbd to ybu^ fironi t 
Gowitfi^ cdrltrponddm^ ft^dng dial aa the Editibo^ Canvmu 
fibn fa^ bdeia ihq^qperly and Ukga% difperfiid^ h wodld b^ 
proper ta hM ^odiep Hi hid die. profUU Man die Ganii^ 
finding Sdbietjr) wbd adopfetH ie iq>an die ajdi ofVMai^ 
XJ^ ind iranfadiied a edpf of thetr ifeOivtiori upon the Ma 
jeA ftc^ the GohfttttHMnad Socierf lor thUr approUtiofl. Mii 
Umifi ddn-efore^ was hot mete^ a£iive as S^Hsretary in dio 
prdgiefe of the Conr4^tioi^ fant wat^ in Mi opm jtrfiH^ die firft 
niorer and pt^pofer of h; and it is Mnpofflde Aat dis Juf^ 
c^dd have hohottrabfy Mcqaktdd him ttpod any other prindplo 
.thah diiir total alid AiAnit difbdief tlxaf the meafitfb watt 
purfued for dUk dtteftable pttrftofes itttpnted by this tfidiAfaisttt; ' 

Gendem«% die baft way. lo fiipport diat jadgment^ aitd' t9 
Mng you td die fitme conclttfion^ is tb edamthe die prd6eedingS| 
and ti> let thh» liieak for tbefadElYesi 

, Th^ Qoffreiptadiflg Sdriet^^ upon Mk Hardy's propc^tioiv 
having 6|iibi» ayth of Martii^ i^t^ adopted % reiblutt<9h Whidi 
thay. thM^itlftd to Ole Gmftiditionid Society Ut ^ppiobatibn^ 
di«l Society met the next day, the aSth of M^rcfa, to confider 

Ej?a it; 
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k ; the rcfolution wa« fcnt in the form of % letter from IAr# 
Hjtrdyfaimfeir, in diefe words: ■ 

« I am dirc£led by the LonJon Corrcfpondiag Society to 
« tranfinit the following refoiutions to the Society for Caofti- 
•« tational Infoitetiori, and to I'eqaeft the femiments of fiat 
« Society refprffting the important meafarcs which the preieiit 
« junAure of affairs feems to require. The Losidon Corre- 
« fponding Society conceiyes Aat die moment is arrivwl' wheit a 
« fall aiKi explicit declaration is Accefliury from aK^ the fraemk 
* of frcedoiti, vAethcr die late imegal abd imheadfd of pro- 
« fecntlons and femencesy fliall daenhiii* us tastaiidon oma 

•< CAUS«.'*. ^ 

To pau6 here a Iitde«^*-d3oes not! diis uicohteftibly fte^ flat 
their cause (widi wh^scver irregularity it might have beca 
purfued,} was no other than the caufc of I^Uam^tary Reform^ 
is it not demonftratoon that diey confidered die peribns con- 
viSed in Scotland as wrongfvdly coofnftU ^ It is not in humu 
Hattire, it is beyond the flight of human impudence or Iblly,' 
iJiat men under a government of law, ihould publicly decUm 
ag^nft proCecutions ^ Skpi^ tyrannical^ anid> uidieani. of^^ if ' 
^tef had either themfehres coiifidertd them, or if dley had b^en 
bdd by tothers to have been the regubur proceedings againft 
traitors arretted in: rebeUion ^aiiift theirCountry. Conftruifig, 
^erefore, duSr part of the letter, as conmion charity and com-, 
man &nfe muft concur ia.the confl-rudion, and as'Ae former 
Jury conftnied* it-; it is no more' than thisw.diey^ &y to the 
Cohftitridonal Sciciety^ As we are in die progre& Of an hGneSt 
f atiie ; as we ave purfiiing a legal purpofe hy legal meatis,^ whkh 
others have adopted before us ;' ihsdl we abandon it, terrified bf - 
the unrighteousjudgnients of another couiitry, cff fliall we' unites 
and perievere in its fiipport, confiding that ^rfmtxftrer may be 
tho conditton of ^cothmdy there is noiaw here< in £ng;land 
which can condenm us, nor any Judges who can beiiiterefted in 
its perverfton; let us concur/ therefor^, m die neceffity of 
another Convention^ as the only legal and conftitutional meao» 
of rediJdBiig the grievances whkh oppreft us, and' vMA em 
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9nljr W effisfitially rf(i|»lSbd by; a full and feee rqureCbneitioQ of 
tiie peoptle of Great Britain* 

. The crimie^ dicfefore, imputed to tii» CoiiftJttttioQpJ Society 
{s only this, that addrelTed in this manner by the Oftielpdhdaig 
Society fo d^fcribin^ its pbjiSfs^ it aflented to;die appointment 
pf a Coomiittee of their Society, to meet a Cmmiittee.appoint* 
ed by.the other, to conflder of the proper fteps to be taken ibc 
fi^ gcpompliihment of the .objeft fo deicribed. - 

This is the whole that can be charged upon this Society; for 
<bere is qo evidepvse ^whatever* eyen of any of i^ tpmio^n bdun^ 
fu:4iuainted with the defign of oonftderiog of a Coftventioii, tin* 
til it puQe ^ them in the Ibape of a lettef from M^ Hardy, 
who h;ai^ been acquitted ; ^1 the antepcdent part bdi% ahfoktely, 
and ejitirely his own. This prc^pofitlom indeed, was folat from 
icomin^ to the Conftitudonal Society ii8 the members of a 
fecret cpn^iracy, that it was made in the moft public manner to 
Other Societies, with whom they notoriouily were not Connected} 
it was made to the Society of the Friends of the People, of 
which I haye the hono^ • to be a member, whoTe principles and 
i:on4i4<^ hfive.been fpoken of with rei^e<S throughoHt thcle pro^ 
ceedings : when we received their propoia) we were as. well ac*» 
qoaiiit^ with all the suvbecedent proceedings of the Societies, .as 
the, evidence make^ us (u:quainted with them now; and we ftill 
flatty ourfelv^ ^t we were as capable of underftaoding the 
meaning of what was addreiled to ourfelves, as thofe whp fince 
then have a^Siiaoed to the^ifelves die office of decypberers i ye^ 
with a)l ,thi{^ knowledge, we returned an affed^onate anfwer t^ 
fhefe bloody ^omfpiratctrs ; we wrote to' them, that WQ heartily 
incurred with them in the objects they had in view, but differ* 
.ed from them in the expediency and pr\idence of the means by 
which they had propofed to give them effed^ we, therefore^ w^ 
^dejr^ood their .obje<St in the ifn\e light with the ConiHtutional 
Society, viz. The Reform in the HquC; of Commons only, 
and the difference between us is reduced to a difference in jujdg-p 
4neot, as to the m^anSf for producing an end which in comjnoo 
was approvedr ^ 
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lli# OanAittitieital tixietf hftvlng^ ?p«ed^ af 1 
have juft now ftated to you, to appoint ibme of their members 
tpMoftr wfah ^tli«r# appoiinect by liie Oortel^XMidbg^ Society, 
di^ fllb]«A «f <He f«ISritlti4Mi of the 27th of March, underr 
by ttVM) 69 1 have expkuned h to you; we asehrMght, by 
the m fk ku c Mf to the cMMeratioti of that orert a& upon the 
SMOid whieh dharged Atft Committees, lb appointed^ with the 
crime of High Trealbn, in theft words— r* That with fort!6 
¥ and ataas Aey did tmi^oroufly eonfent and agree, diat Jerer 
^ miah Joyot, John Auguflus Honney, Jojhn Hohie Tooke, 
^. TtMMt Wmtihy Matdiew Mooi«, John ThdwaH, John 
1^' Baxter, Richard Ho<%fon, Jdhn Loret, Wiffiam Sharpe, 
$% and ona John Fearibn, fiiouU confer and meet, and co-ope^ 
tf rata together, for, and towards the calling and af^mbHng fuch 
# Gonvantion, ibr the tratorous purpofes afore&rd:^^ /• e. as it 
ia agnad on aH hands for fubvertfaig the Oovemmeiit, and de- 
fofing atid deftioying die Kin^. Here anodier dftemma meviu«^ 
Wy. andofes the Crown 5 bccaufe this charge of conflprring to^ 
gtlbar aowatxls th^ calMn^ a ODnyentipn, which was to be held 
<br thafe traitorous purpofes, cannot poffibly be urged a^dnft 
Ibafecieiren perfons appointed to confer together concerning it^ 
mi0k te major propplition can firft be eftabli&ed Aat foch a 
Mdtoif6ua Convention was originally in the contemphdon of 
tifofl^ mho appointed them. For di^<^ eleven perfons are not 
charged as having originated the Convention, but ead» prilbfter 
in his turn, is charged with having confented and agreed, dure 
Aefe pt^ibns ihould confer together upon the means to give 
teflbft to a Treafon already hatched and contemplated, wfaid^ 
inevitably throws them back upon Mr. Hardy, who has been 
acqdittedi for how, in die name of common fenfe, can their 
guilt be confiftent with his innocence. I fay, diis is a dilemma, 
becaufe there is no road out of this abfurdity, but by running 
into another ; fince to confine the guilt to the prifoners who co^ 
ci^lted together, in exchifion of thofe who appointed Aem tq 
i»(e^} h muft be affumed that they were, hna fidiy appointed 
to confer towards c^ling a meeting, which bad for its real and 
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%lMMft:oHeiAi # IU>Ar«i tn PadiwiMC hut dttt itey Nvtrc 110 
fltmsf[-9fffiinlb$i 'thaHf mikout the confent «f tiMfe who iiad 
ikifiMi ikketai dtej» cooMemted t9 «baB^ ilw irnqpofe tf tht 
depntnfioiii^ tnwl €dii<jpM««d »«imgft $k^ dcvdn Mvts to ibna 
« FMim^nl;^ jbr rvbogt i»7 fcree of «nm> ttver ttti tatiJMf 

ti0W% I ap|ifal $0 )roU| 'G«f|tlcm9% nrfiaher tittreever war a 
propofitiofifo utterijf Out«f tkt ivhale cowrfe cf lunhaf) affiuiSy f» 
|hat fiip men of ote yei^ Aumerons Socie^^ luid ivt out of 
Mother ^t|att}r ntiAero«m miimiaimiAy iffniati^ to coofer tf^on 
;Mi]r gh/«A objedy no matisr irimt^ ibwld be t^kken wUNNit a 
fba4ow of evidence* ta h^ve in an ibfttpt 4e|M*teil frank Ao 

they durfl; not communicate^ ^veu to Ihdtr panctpak andcow 
<:onfpirators^ and whkh^ wi|h of i»ith&tit (rnnmnntoimv v^ 
ly^yiy vifiottary and imfralSiioabsle^ 

Gcntlomeni I kww tfaal my k^ned frinrir are kUcffaH^ dF 
pttblidy aniKtRiliMiig^ fo prepofterous a propofitRm) I admit ika) 
Ibey never dkj maiiitaiii It^ and I cidy fhtt it tp gire them tlio 
fihoice of the ^ouitvr: begavfe either tbeie tk^4n p^mi$ 
are only gmiliy ftom baYiog cfasmged ike pufpofe of a dq>utaw 
lioa originaHy 110^ (tat^oa% a ttdng B4mii%ei tm M aMizti and 
JMrrationidi or eljk aV «hi^ depificd theih ivcite ItaiMrt aUa 1 the 
CQUdttfion j& incrifttHr; iiir it it imfiqAbie |o> fij^» tffit tliai 
Sytiotia^ inhir deputed penii. did i|ol ktiem their ami motMnee^ 
ffod dmt ONfh eiijefit { and the fiyppoftfiqBii is furtfne aMbloidy 
fSckiiM fay ite tviddaori^ btcai^fe ttarOpmnit|teS|. ib»appoBif0d| 
wei^ ta do iKithin^ off tteialblTes,. biffi ipepe to Mport to tho 
StKjaty uf: btgn>y ikt nefidt of thm defibetatmns |. aid sepovta 
^emi iicai wto apsonjit^y aA9a%i«ad at db fodel)!^ itydur 
pic(cn^ ^ many reipefiabte nemikrsnow^ at large, and wheCi 
^punp hswe: not beeai evef^ nn^gm^ aa fuipei^ed in 0it caui:^ 
^ thffe prcpceadii^^ . 

It i% diei«|be«} iaipoilfale to^ iifipate gttik to tlh^ pri&ndra 
^Uoaeit fbe poUiflnnit, ^tloot eistciiibig it tv a panniais m 
IfllMf P^ ms^ wiU 1^ Iwd^ enough to &^, itfll^li or can^h^ 
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extenM:- how manjr peribitt i^xm fudi a faieymM be |nM 
pak in Tregfixi, or guilty of a nufprifion ef it i Everf nan tAo 
attended the various Sjocieties throug^ioat ^ IdngJom, or i»b» 
knew, by bdongti^ to them, that'a CoRgrenttoli was oMf ftot:«^ 
to lay nodiing of the extravagance of fuch a mic isipi^atioQ 
of difloyalty and rebellion, what can be more dangeroua ka^ 
Key than to invite foreign nations to be)iei^ whSft attempts 
are makit^ from abroad to deftroy Oer Cqnftitution, diat Ae 
people of England are already ripe for a revolts - ' 

But Aere are mconfiftenctes, if poffible, ftill moce glaring to 
be encountered with, in maintaining the • charge s^ainft the 
prifoners fdeded for trials than even in this wide extenfiofl of 
it to others ; for if any of the few peribns (hing tmfy twehn in 
Tutmbir) be guilty of this Treaibn, they muft a|.l be guiby; 
it is quite in vain to think of diftinguiibing or feparating theni 
yet fome of thepi are not even accuied, and others are judici^Oy 
iqniated from accu&tioni Mr. Shaipe, the engraver, dxmgh 
one of the' Committee^ was examined for die CmwiH but vfA 
examined as an accoo^ice: and the bill was thitiwn out by 
the Grand Jury, againft Mr. Lovett, anodicr of them, whom I 
am, therefore, entitled to confider s^ an innocent man wko 
ought not even to: have been aoc^fed, aiid who^ wiU t^U jou 
upon his oath (for I fltall call him as a witnefe) that there w» 
not a fyllable pafled at thefe meetings, which the. King upon Ins 
throne might not have heard i that neitner his name, nor'^bo 
were mentioned widi irreverenoe ; • sad liovett, fpcakiog ftf 
him&If, and- for his own motives, will ^fitalher iblemnly iel) yoi% 
that in his boneft conscience he bdievedy that from the . code- 
quences of a timely Reform in the Uoufe of CommORS, to 
which all dieir deliberations . wiere iitigly direded, . the Kixa^^ 
tide, would :be more firm, .his perfon more fecttre, bts-CiQwr^ 
•more^iUuftribus, an4 its. inharitance 4n hiis line • more. ceitRi, 
than by feeking their fupport from the conlaMttioB 'ef /'sfaafe 
which had fo neoentiy overtui^ned^a tiircme^ whicbv proptasit 
was by armies, and ^the i»ge<try of die people^ ffemed' defiaieJ 
toendure fo^tiiany gei^ratiojisy but which, nevertheie^und^-' 
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tnfaled^ by Itt own corruptions, fuddenly erutnbkd into Aift, and 
Aiook,- or more profierly Ihakes at tht$ moment^ the whole ha« 
bflaUe world witii its faR. 

That Mf. RMtier^ enotker of the Committee, and now m 
Newgate, meant nothing more than the Reform in the Hoofc 
of Commons, I will prove to you, by Mr. Rous, one of the 
moft refpedable men in oar profeffion, and whofe honour and 
Veracity are above all queftion. He w^ll tell you, that he few 
him after the Friends of the People had refufbd to concur in 
fending Delegates to the propofed Convention, when Rithter 
aflured him, that in Hhe plan they had adopted they had a£ted 
fcH^ the beft, but that diey were deiirous to aft cordially with 
Ae Friends of the People, in whatever they thought the moft 
conducive to promote the Conftitutional objeft they were en- 
gaged in; I believe, indeed, that the^mafs of thefe Sbciedes 
thought with many, many others, of which clafs I profefs myfdf 
to be one, diough I difier widi them in the means, that nothing 
can fo certamly tend to fupport the throne as a Reform in the 
Commons Houfe of Parliamttit.-^ Whether you think with 
them or me, on diis fubjed, is of no confequence — ^rt is enpugh* 
if you believe that they th9ftght fi^ and honeftl^ a&ed upon tbsir 
opinions \ opinions which at all events Were entertained and a&ed 
upon by many illuftrious peribns now prefimt, fome of whom I 
will call as the wUMng, arid ' others as ^ uhwiBing witnefies to 
tfae&ft, 

3ut as the quality of dieit a£b is beft to be afeertained by 
the ads themfelves, kt us examine i(i>hat the Committees did^ 

• * 

^d what was done by the Sodetiesr Who fupported tl^enfi. 
• On die llth of April, they made tibeir report in thde words : 
^ Refolved, That it appears to this Committer very delirable that 
** a generd meeting or Coiiventiystn of the Friends of tiberty 
^ fljould be calkd."~For'What ? To depofe Ae King ? To fub-- 
i^ert the Government I NO, ButinthfecondudihgWordsbf the 
yefolutioni ^ For 0ie purpofe' of taking into confidcf ation the proper 
f^ meems of obtaining a fwHsmi fair fipfefenunhn^fihe People in 
^ Parliament.'* This refiliiution, af^effcme obje£fion to the'wrd 
^^Hvention^ Wis adopted, Vovf^ I defirc diftinflly to know why 
' ' ' ' this 
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Wlien the i4Us of A)^ aine^ ^idi i|M4d to« to» 1^ 
fiift meeting, there was no meetiog at aU, bttt*a great multt^ 
cude of people, of USetmt deknjptiooSf afanWcJ at Chalk 
Famu My learneil ftiendi, I )be, are tikxag ootn 09 dws ftibi- 
jtBk'p but let them recoiled, that Lovett, whi^Cb caie bos beep 
before theaccufing Jury, an4 who ftaods wholly d tfdwrg^ finoa 
guilt or fuijpicion, was Cbaimian of this moedng,* and^ at the 
£uae dme, a member 0f f^ Committees of Conferem^ ami 
Co-operadon ( yet now when the leader birofelf is cxculpatec^ 
aod not expofed even to the has»rd and inconvenieocc ci a tria], 
he is to be hung UMlay roi|nd die neck .of the g^tkman at 
your bar, wba Dever was at Chalk Farm in his life | who neyer 
heard of the meeting, nor of tfa^ exiftei)oe of the place it was 
held alt, till be read it in the newfpapen^ s^ we. all did^ an4 who 
jiever ^w MTf Lovett tiQ he m^ him In the Towcxj^ wfaeii he w»s 
.pointed out to him gs one of the perfons wid| vdiom h^ ha4 long 
been engaged in a GOQ$>iracy« Thank Qod tbefe e^eriments 
are not only harmlels but ufefbl*«^they fef v^ as n ^lue wh^ die 
COOlJrivwce is more plaufible, 

t The next Thuriday, a^ die meeting 9t Qhalk^Parm, wa$ 
die 17th of ApriL Now attend to the pfiQceedings of thefi; 
^ot^pintats^ prcfied to a mpqiei)t ia poipit of t^mci^ ^ wbofe 
fehemes were ripe 6^r ea^eeution : not one of thgn puo^e, Tkf 
24di of April was die diird Thnrfday^ when die Cwu^iittee 
from the Correfponding Society a^tertdedi bu^ not h^isj^ poet by 
the other, there w^, ,of cc»urfe| no conference*. Qp the 28th 
pf Apql^fiiU dme wedcs fiftfir their original appointment^ they 
at laft ^ilembled ; and, alter having coqferf ed concerping die 
news of d)e day, and co-opeiat^ in taking fimff put of ox\e 
another's boxes, they retired to their homes vrithoiit uttering a 
«fyllable conceraitig the King or his Parliament, Thqfe im- 
portant trania^dions were repeated on the 5th pf May % and QP 
Monday, May the 1 2th, although x\o other meeting had theii bea^ 
held, and though thefe proceedings, as I have ftated them to yoq, 
shad been fully inv^ftigated before the. Privy CQun9il i though the 
Societies w^re conftit^ted for.purpofes j/t^nf^Qiy nptoooms, and 
long unoppofedi though all thw.x»€jctiqgs b^./fe5^ |>m1^^ 
f~ . « adt 
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juttavtifedlv "smd 'liior taitefpondenee a» open as^ the cky, Mr.( 
Ibl^ Was fuddeoljc /airbed v-draggedi^out of his bed in the 
night; Men bam Ah zna$>o(.m^(So8tioimto wifey who fell a 
ftcrific^ 'fe» cernrrand a&i^st^ although be can mw tdl y^u, 
upon aa ^atb accredked by his ftill and honourable acquittal^ that 
faehid not a coiieepdiBiaiitJiis: ihind, even after' he was inr tbe^ 
tmftody of ij^ixni tbit High - Treafon, or any other crime that • 
mr^. towards 4ifloyalty:or rt^betlion, was to be imputed to 

• Gietideinfi^yulke ahhn vdddar teited upon Goverranent at thm 
period feona td have invefted the moft frivolouswcircumftances 
with myfteiy.and defign agaiinft' die Stace^ of "viMch we bare' 
hadajiotabk InflaaccV'tna lettx^r wiittm by Mr. Joyce to Mu 
T^oke, on thiB'd^ H^dy liiras arrefted, which^ being interceptdd, 
wa$'packed up into the^green bok there, andrtfer ved as evidence 
af a^ot Theletcte runs thtis^^^^ Hardy and Adama were taken 
^ up this momiiig by a King^s: Meflenger^ andal) (faeir book^* 
^.and papers cfeised;-^ aiidicbetv following a long da£h, ^ CAtt 
« YOU B£ READY BY- Thursday/' This letter. Gentle^ 
men, is anodier kfiba of caution againft vague fiiTpicions ;• tbrSh^ 
Red Bode was hota/lift of perfoiis to be feved, in oppofition 
to the Black Book, of diofe to'be fiicrtfked. But Mr. Tooke 
having undertake to'collefty iitm tHe Court-Kalendar, -a lift 
of die titles, offices, and.^nfion^ beftowed by^Mr. FtrT 
UPON Mr. I^itt, <'hi$ r£xa^ion», fr^ekos, and de« 
PfiKDESTTa; ;ahd bring too corr^ to dome out with a work^ 
of that magnitude and extent, upon^a illort notice, bad fi^efd no 
ixtne for it, :wMcb induced Mr* joyif^v vdio was impatient for 
its pubUeatioh, to aik iriie coutd^ be ready vriA it by ThuriV 
day. !'••-,:'" 

Another curious circun^ance, of finiikr importsQKe, occurred 
ri>outthe feme, time, which I'marvel has riot appeared in evi- 
ctence before you. I will' teH* you the &6tyy wbkh is h ftamped 
witH tlie wit which diftingi^i^bes myclie^, tfiat it will fpeak for 
itfelf without pTOod Aipy came, one nighty into the Society td 
fee what he coiild cotfefb, when there happened to be prefent a 
Mr. Gay, ra rtum of large forttae^ and 'a great trawllcr (th4 
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^Nktemah t fpeak of is amcBibbrfif tfac Friciiii ntf d^l%9^ 
introduce by my friend Mn Tternejv novr ia iiftf e]fie)« Thkl 
Mr. Gay, ia tbe courie of his travd$» i»i iMOcL^a ftonr ijip* 
Ipribed by Mr. Stuart, ahodier'gDSst »lfeikr» nte Mdiirtto 
worid; btit refdving to piiih on fttrthery mi to fls* ki» cam- 
toaa^ of tbe bounded Tiews of fiMrmer di60mtQ% wto^ ttpant 
k^^^Tbis is the bcgtmii^ o£ Uic ^ridrW? fffcfltk^ k w tti» 
ground from which he mciaiittoiBmrt upod^iiii Soak v^Die p^ttt 
being introduced for confideration whtlft Mr» 6ay was prdcn^- 
Mr. Todce &id» ^ Look ye^ geifctkiiiBii^ .iiidreiiia.ptffi9it itt^ihe 
^ roam difpofed to go to 6&E Ai^Ek iMMQTHt than atty bf tt» 
«^ w«uid choofe to foibw hmli" This allufioh to lite iittr<^ 
traveller was picked itt).bytfas ip)i>/.as.eridraoe* of « plot; anri 
if I had the rummagfog of tfat^ greea bostn^t I windd' uodtttricd 
119 find the inffi!fraali€^.anMngft ihe papers:.. i^ 
. OentIf!9srni< i^ tracmg^ as i have donci ths (irdideedit^ dt 
fkc SofcietieJi iCiyv^WFds holdiaig V6& ConikratiM, Ihaw odiittntied 
ta^ ioI)aw (he Inftrufiioas.of my ^ttsot^ is n^tiiHf I^ag. ii#it oP 
his dci&MKf fr in order to keep <hi^er stt a:dlftncft tent others $ 
^» I have.tiiMllr only to tatmnd yoii^ finto fii^ &6bteas appeared ^ 
a)f ^y> ^t i}ie pr ifooet todi ;nsr\ ^fta^ .Hsfaatixwv itt ah/ of 
t^eie ptoQ^ing^. Ii& jconfidc^cd tilif*; iivJMii^ ^ bd h^alir 
bfit^ in hi$ ei2U^itfned.}iidgni¥i»t» ofiKJoovenifsit^'nei' iikdy to 
be a|tend(>|L wiih ^vjanf^ t» the objdA; aod|. tfae^^ftre, tfeh^i 
thc^ fdfol^ion of appotntipg a Commiti^ was »l4pted^ and his. 
Qjttie was pr^tpofed as a> memb^ he ol^ediBA iclit; deeiami hm 
would tiot altepdy nor hsiv^iaay thing wUist^: ti^ do with, it 
Ya^ .may afk^ psiil^psy why^ afte/ ^41 rofifftl^te. fuibced h» 
p$B^ t» ftard Mpim. tlvf C^mmi^^ J artd ..why lie did noi tndH 
draw himfe]f wholly from the Society i In anfwer to that, hd 
fass totd yon rnnab better ih^ I ea% as he fc$ai^ indeed^ Mi /du 
aoy thMig mu^kk brt^Wt tfa^t as he opitfidaied tb^. propofilien not 
t<% be crindinal .o< iUegs^^ he did n^ feel himfelf at lihmttf tct. 
abandoa a iattdablf .pur^it bybreaidiig up to dNidij% tbC Sck 
ciety, for iaoce> difffrei^ pf opijMon.wilh fefp^ loathe ifipd^.tif 
obtainkg it.. Thfe^ond^^ was. manly and bckfaiiiiabtev afid if 
by $^ inffiTiS;,%iads upoft Mr* T^^t^t'^ sj^mim-y the fe^ aadv 
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t moft Impoftant bne it U, refe upon evMenee^ anif nof upon 
^kr evidence (f&r our fcafon of givfng it is not yet arrivedy^ 
fcttt tipdn the €vklcnc« fiRed m by the Ctnwn for the tftahUfli^ 
ment ^f guilt. -, and wMdt therefore tnuft he trolly adopted, of 
^oHy rejefted; ' 

Itwifiaf^eat ftirther, and more dfftinfity, that MF^- 'To6k« 
perfJfted in his refoludon ; tha^ he wks^ a tt^tal Granger to their 
proceedfftgs; that the Cbitimlttee of Cotrefpondence, '<it yiM<A 
heo^eSMi to be a member, never mef ; and that the 6hly fea- 
ibn why hte name ftahds as a rtemher of the Comttrittee of Coir- 
fdpondence, vrhich he not only did not aflfent to, but the fof- 
matioh of whidi he neref knew, was, riiat it was i-efolved. In 
his abfence, that the Committee which had before bfeen ap- 
pointed to ccn/h"^ thovid alfo be a Commitlte'e to' c^-operaUi 
and of fo BttPe account was this Ikme Committ^ei that Mr, 
Adams, when examined for the Crown (though S^cretar^ 6f th« 
Society), declared,' upon his oath, that he Aevar had heat^ of it 
«ntil he read it otit of Ae book, as a witheft in thd Court. 
* It is evident, therefore, that the gr«af f(Aftamive faacKng 
mtrt-adt in the indifiment, vi«. the Cdn^racy t6 hold a Con- 
vention to flAvertrthe Governmenti to which all* tftie other 
dxarges are ifildoiibtfedly Htbfert^iehf, is Vidt only hot brought 
home t6 Ae hondurable gentleman ^ the baf, bi<t appears to be 
without foundation altfegediei'i ancTit Is etjualfy evident; ty the 

conduft of the CVowrt, that f% *thinlir fo; for, if Aey had 
proverf their charge by the evidbnce of th* fiiffe wMch belonged 
to it, dteir taft Was firii Aed ; and all matter, coTlatetal 5f fo- 
reign, would not Only have been irrelavan^ but ihjuriduS to the? 
^rofecufion; but, coh&Ious that the traitorduS Intention cdutd 
neither be legally nor rationally cc^efled from any one faS ap- 
^rtiiiiing to th^ tubjeQ in agitation, diey have heaped . matted 
dpon matter on his head, from various (Quarters, totally difcon- 
ftefted with the charge, and with One another, in ord6r that 
ihefe trah(a6lionS, though fiAgly neither Treafon, ndr any oflier 
crime, might, When tacked together^ amount to whatever mighf 
fee found ntccilary to delfcroy him. tn this manner tibat un- 
Ibitunate ftateflnan, Lord - Straffbf d, mi faCri^tced ; tut- th^ 
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ihameful violation of the law of £nglan<^ which alone toiild 
have fupported his condemnation, has ever been fpoken of with 
deteftation by every lawyer, of whatever party, who has lived 
fince his trials And what is the next evidence of its turpitude, 
and illegality, has been confidered as a blot in the page of £ng^ 
lifli hiftofyv by hiftcNrians of all -parties and opinions* Mr. 
David Hum^> a man not to be named as a compiler of mere 
£i£tsy but as a profcjwnd politician and philofophor, fpeaks of it 
in the mannier which I will .read to you, notwithftandir^ his 
leaning to, hig|h and arbitrary principles of Government* In his 
ibcth voli^e, page 43i>. fpeaking of Lord Strafford's attainder, 
te fiiys, ** As this fpecies of^Treafon, difcoverei by the Com* 
mpns," ^the Commons have .alio the merit of difcovering this) 
is entirely new and unknown to the laws \ fo is the fpecies 
of proof by which they pretend to^x that guilt upon the pri* 
ibner* They have invented a kind of auumulative or con^ 
firu£iiv$ evidence, by which many.a^fcions, either totally in- 
^ nocent in themfelves, or criminal in a much inferior degree, 
^ ihall, when vmited, amount to Treafon, and fubjed: the per- 
^ fon tp the highefli pet^alties infli<Sled by the law. A faaftj^ 
^ and unguarded word» a raih and paffionate. a£tion, ai&ijted by 
*^ the malevolent, fancy of the accuier^ and. tortured by doubtful 
*^ <:gnftru(Sfcions, is tranfmuted into the deepeft guilt} and the 
^ lives and fortunes of the whole nation, no longer prote&ed 
^ by juftice, are fubjeAed to arbitrary will and pleafure.'* 

Gentlemen, it nuiy be ^d that the Ibameful cafe I have 
cited is not like the prefent. Certainly it is not — For the un- 
guarded words which the hiftorian reprobates the enhancing 
into Treafon, were the unguarded W9rds of Lord Strafford him- 
felf ; tlie rafb writings, were hh writings; and the pafSonate 
actions Were his own* But what is accumulated and lifted, up 
in6> Treafon againfl the prifoner to-day, are the unguarded* 
words,. the ra(h writings, and the paiHonate a£Uons of others i 
of fome with whom herdifFered; of many whom he never £iw i 
and moftly of thofe to whofe very cxiftenc^ he was a ftranger. 

Oentlenien, I have no fears for my client; but in^ what lan- 
guage fhall I fpeak of this dreadful principle for the benefit of 
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fey Country* I will fpeak of it m the lattgiiagi? of the inno^ 
tent vidim to them. In the eloquent words of Lord Straf- 
ford himfelf upon his triah 

** Where has this fpecies of guilt lain (o long concealed'* 
faid StrafFbrd in conclufion : " Whtfre has this fire been fo long 
** buried, during fo many centuries, that no fmoke ihould ap- 
* pear till it burft out at once, to confunne me and my cKil- 
^ dren ? Better it were to li^c under no law at all, and, by the 
*' maxims of cautious prudence, to conform ourfelves, the beft 
" w^ can, to the arbitrary will of a matter; thin fancy we have 
** a law on which we can rely, and find at laft, that this hw 
** fhall inflict a punMhment precedent to the promulgation, sind 
<* try us by maxims unheard of till the very moment of the pro- 
" fccution. If I fail on the Thames, and fpHt my veflel on- an 
" anchor) in cafe there be no buoy to give wambig, the party 
** fliall pdy me damages : but if the anchor be marked out, then 
« is the flfrifeing'on it at my own pertl. Where is the marie fet 
" upon this crime ? Where the token by which I Oiould diC 
<* cover it? It has lain concealed, under water; and nohuman 
^* prudence, no htjnlan innocence, could fave me from the de- 
** ftru(9:ion with which I am at prefent thredt^ned. 

** It is now full two hundred and forty yekrs fince Treafons 
" w^re defined; and fo long has it beeil fincc any man-was 
^ touched to this extent, upon this crime, before myfelf. We 
•* have lived, my Lords, happily to ourfelves at home : we have 
" lived glorioufly abroad to tbe world : let us be content with 
"""what our fathers have left us : let not our ambition carry us 
•^ to be moreleaTOfd than they were, in thefe killing and dei 
*' ltru£tive arts. Great wifdom it will be in your Lordfliips^ 
*''and juft providence for yourfelves, for your pofterities, for the 
'<* whole kingdom, to caft from you, into the -fire, thefe Woody 
*^ arid myfterious volumes of arbitrary and conftruflive Trea- 
** *fons, as the primitive chriftians did their bodes of curious 
** arts, and betake yourfelves to the plain letter of the'flatutei 
" WhSch fcHs you where the crime is, ahd pointsf out to you the 
•* path by fcwhich you: rtiay avoid it. 

«^ Let lis not, to our own deftru6tion, awake thofe fleeping lion^ 
- Vol. I, F f « by 
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* by rattling up a. company of oW reconrdsy iriiich have Iain ix 
^ fo many i^es by die wall, forgotten and negleded* To all 
^ my affli^lionsy add not this, my Lords^ tbe mo^ (evere of 
« any i that I) for my other (ins, not for my Treafons, be the 
¥> means of introduci^ig a precedent fi> pernicious to the tasvs 
^ and liberties of my. native Country. 

^ However, thele gentlemen at the bar (ay they fpcak for the 
^ commonwealth ; and they believe fo : yet^ under &vour^ it is 
^ I who, in this particular, (peak Sax the comnumwealtb* , Pre-i» 
^ cedents, like tbofe which a^e endeavoured to b^ eflablifheii 
^ againft me, muft draw along fuich inponveniences and mifet 
^ neSy that, in a. few years, the lungdopi will be in fix^ condi-^ 
^ tion exprefled in a ftatote of Henry I V« and no man Ihall kaov 
^ by what rule tf> govern his words and z£6odsJ* 

Proud, as I ao^ of being a fubjed of diis Country, my duty 
compels me to remind you, that ali this fplend^ur of truth and 
doq^ence, were unavailing before, an abandoned tribunal, whicA 
had fupeiriqded all tbe rules of law, a,nd the ibber reftraints of 
juftice, and which could liften unmoved to even thefe concluding 
words: *^ My Lord^ I have troubled your Locd&ips a great 
^ deal longer th;^i I ihpuld have done* ^ Wex^ it ^otifpc die ia-r 
^ terelt of thefe pledges, which a ^nt in Heaven, left me, I 
^ Should be loth*' — Herein %s the hiftpriao^ he pointed tQ hi» 
cbUdren^ and his weeping ftppped htm — And if I were to attempt 
to proceed farther in this mi&lancholy page, my tears would ftoip 
nacaUb. 

. But let us look to what fol^wed from diefe prpceedijigs;--^ 
they were comdemped. and re^verfe^ and fif^ recorded as ^ 
beacon to future generations. The zQt recites, ^ That the turv 
<( bulent party feeing no hopes to effed their unjuft deiig^ by 
^ ordinary way or method of proceedings, cSd at la^ refidve U^ 
^ aAempjt the deftrui^n and attainder of the faid £ar]> by ai» 
^ A^ of Parliament to l^ therefore pucpofely made^ condemo 
^ him ufp)f accmauflativi Trea^m* Nfine ^ tbi pr^tendti ^rim€$ 
^ being Tr$afin qpart<^ mndja ceul4 mt bt IN the "^^^.b, if 
■* diey had been proved, as they were Jiot.. Therefijrc it is cOr- 
^ a^64» that all rec(Kd$ aod procecdixigs relating \% di^ laid 
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^ ' ^ tain^r be iiriieBf caacdled, apd takev off die file, to die in* 
I ^ tent that the iame nuy not be vifible in after ages, or brought 

|i ^ into example, to the .prsjudice of any perfon whatfoever.'^ 

% A fimilar £ite atteinled the attainders of Lord Rufiell an4 

Sydney, and will, fooner or later, attend every flagrsMitly upjiiift 
jiulgment, whilft England preferve^-her free Conftitution. .And, 
cfaereibre, notwithiUnding the ridiculous figure too frequent^ 
made by modem pipophets, whofe prophetic writings remaiiran- 
fidfiUed after the period oi their fulfii^nt^ I will hazard this 
puUic prediAion--^That l^ng, \»x% befoce one half of die aifr 
dience, whiK^ fills thefe benches, fhall,by the courfe of nator/^ he 
called from the world, thefe very judgments in Scotland^ vriiidb^ 
more than any thing eUe, have produced the pre&nt trial, will be 
ftigfBadzed, repealed, an4, with indignation reverfed; j^ot by 
violence, or in irregular Convention, but in the pr^inary legal 
forms 'Of a Britifh Parljaiiifent. 

The Attorney General will perhaps (ay, that the collateral 
faiEb are not Qftabliflied in order to be accumulated into gui^^ as 
in the cafe of Lord Sor^fF^rd \ that he difayoii!ii« (which I admit, 
to his honour, he mpft diftin^Uy did) all accumubtions ai]id 
toitftru£live Treafons, but that he eftabliflies diem tq xpa^xUSk 
the intention which led to the tranfii£ti;on charged upon the ler 
cord, — ^Be it fo prov{d^, thiey d» lead diftinStly to thajt mani* 
feftation. But let us Shortly examine diem, and thep, if di? 
rules of the Court would permit me, I would not only afk of 
yott twelve men^ but of f^ry n^ui, aye, and of every woipan 
within the reach qf my voice, wh^her they wo^ld kill a fljf 
upon them ; yet you are ajO^ed t^ devQfe to 4cftru6Hon upon 
them the honourable gentl^vian who now ftiipds be%e you. 

The collateral ia^ as my nijsmory ferves me to recoUoEl 
them, and from iwfcence the tnutorous tt>tent|pn. i$ t9 be inferred, 
are, dist Mr« Tooke coiHributed to the circulation. of die wprks 
^ Thooies Paine, ooinaining grc^s matter agajnft the Monarchy 
of die Country \ diat h^ iconfe/ited «o £^ a congratujl^tpry address 
to the Convjcntion of Frai^ce ; that he was privy t(| the appro? 
bajd^n of Mr. Joel B^ttov^y who lv|d delivered ^jcxMigr^i^T 
- b^n ^ Pgris \ aiyi Mft V> ^^^ ^^ ^ himjfelf Wfftten a Iftter 
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to die Pitfident of the Convention, offering lo febfcribc 4«)0 
livres towards carrying on Ae war Acn chitting between Ae 
flates of Europe and France, even though part of it^ in the 
event, (hould happen to be appKed when this Countrj fiiould be 
involved in the feme conteft* 

Gentlemen, though Ifed myfelf very mudieJthatifted, I have 
ftrength enbtigh left juft to touch upon thefe matters in therr order* 

With regard to Ae firftj I am furprifed that the hiftory of 
Mr. Paine*s writings^ and Afe approtyation they met widi, as 
conAeAed with the neW Conftitutioh of France, are fo very little 
undcrftood ; and it is necel&ry ta umferfiand it, to account for 
•Ae aiflent and lencoufagetnent yjlfhith many perfons, attached to 
Ae free Conftittition of Grcaft Britain, "were forced to beftow 
upon many parts of a worky Aough written undoubtedly by an 
auAor inrho was an enemy to its priiKiplesV 

Gentlemen, it happened that when France AreW off Ae 
galling yoke of arbitrary Mohdrdiy, which had been attended 
WiA fUch infinite evils to hefielf, and which h7.d produced fo 
many calamities to Great -Britain^ a very general exultation 
pervaded A» Country; bnd fttrely it was a Natural Aeme of ex« 
ultation tbthe inhabitants of a country Which had given light and 
freedtMn 'for ages to the world, to fee fo large a portion of Ae 
hmnan face fuddenly emancipated from a bondage not only tg« 
Vicininioiis to France but dangerous to Ais Ifland* They recol- 
lected the d^folating Wars which her ambition had lighted up, 
^'nd' Ae expenlive burthens Which odr refiftan«^e to them had 
entailed upon us; they fek al(cH in A^ terrible diiafters of 
Ktahce, a j^ft pride in Ae wifilom of o\it fore&Aers, and a 
wholefome leflbn to the prefent age and pofterity not to degene^ 
rate frofti their eScample. They few France felling a vidim to 
Ae continuation and- multiplication of Aofe abuies in Gov«ii<» 
nient, which our wife progenitors had perpetually mitigated, by 
temperate and felutary reformations i and Aey few, Aerefore^ 
hothing to fear from the contagion of her diforders : her aAi-* 
Irary-ftate, her fuperftitfous church, had undergone no altera* 
tibnsf and for want of thofe repairs which the edifices of civ3 
nfe aq6a% require with matend ftriiSures, they auinldcd fiid- 
^ ' denly 
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denly into duft j whereas, by the fortunate coincidQnce of acci* 
dent, as much as by the exertions of wifilom and virtue, out: 
condition had been flowly and prbgreffively meliorated ; our civil 
power had been tempered and moderated, and our religion puriv 
iied and reformed ; the condition of civil life had changed and 
bettered under their influence, and the Country had ftartqd up 
even amidfl revolution w;itfa fuperibr fecurity and illuftration. 

Gentlemen, tbefe reflections w/ere not merely the filent^ but 
the avowed expreftc^is of fame, of the, firft perfons in England^ 
on the firilbur^of the French ^Revolutton; and, I verily be^ 
Jieve, the. fame feniatipns diffufed.tbemfelves widely throughout 
the Kingdomi. , , , . ,. ^ 

Very unfortunately, Gentlemen, for Franoe, for E^igland, 
for Europe, and for humanity, this fenfiition, thf natural refuU 
of freedom aiid ind^peadeno^ was not univerfally felt ; veiy 
unfortunat^y the powers of Europe would not yield to an Indcr 
j>end6nt nation the common right of judging for itfelf jn its-pwi^ 
concerns, nor in prudence leave to it the good and eyil of ,it$ 
own Governmept All Europe combined ^gainft France, an4 
Jevied war agaipit her infant Conftitution, The defpots of the 
earth, with whom the King of Great Britaia l)ad no common 
interefl, trembling for.t^ieir own rotten it^ftitutions, and looking 
to the wrongs and fufFering$ of their fubje<Sts, drew the fword 
(as was natural for defpotifm to draw it) p^ifpute jtjie cigbl; of 
a people to change their ancient inftitucions* This very com-» 
bination, naturally ^milated with the p;(trioti(in of France .:(bP 
public fpirit of England) fince onr Qwn Revolution was fup^ 

.ported upon no other foundation than ^e principle which y^ pot 
only denied, but was. by yiolence to be e^cterminated; ^qd ni^y 
perfons, therefore, notorioufly attached to th.c BritijOh . Qpvern- 
ment, expre^cd their reprobation qf this conipiracij agai^||:,the 

. freedom of tbe world ,^. *- „ , 

This honeft and haraJefs enthufiafm, howevpr, met with a 
very fudden, and in its confequences an unfortunate check. _ A 

..gentleman^ of the firft tajeiits for . writing in the world, ^pm- 
|)pfed a book, I am bound to bejieve widi an honoi^rable min^, 

4u^ a' b9ok \^hich produced a more univerial, an4 PfP^^^lf^^' 
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chicvous effcft, than any which ptrtlaps our own or any o tfief 
times have produced. 

When Mr. Burke*s book upon the Fnench Revdution was 
firft publtihed, at which period our Government had taken no 
a£Kve part againft it, no man affimilated the changes of France 
to the condition of our country — no man talked of, or figured 
in his imagination, a Revolution in England, wtucb bad already 
liad her Revolution, and bad obtained the frfcedom whiA France 
was then ftrugglihg to obtain. Did it follow, btcaufe men 
rejoiced that France had affertcd her Kbcrty, that they diougfat 
liberty could exift in no other form Aan Aat which France had 
chofen ? Did it follow, bccaufe men, living under the Govern- 
ment of this free Country, condhnned aiid reprobated tfie dan- 
gerous precedent of fiiffering die liberty of any nation to be 
overborne by foreign force-nlid it follow from dieiKe diat they 
were refolved to change for the accidental and untried condition 
of France the ancient and tried Conftitution of our own Coun- 
try ? I feel within myfdf that I can rejoice, as I do rejoice, 
in the liberty of France, withbut mfcaning to forrewfcr my own, 
which, though pr6te£ted by other forms, and growing out of for 
more fortunate conjunftures, ftahds upon the fiune bafis, of dife 
right of a people to change their Government and be free. 
Can any man in England deny this ? Yes, Gentlemen, Mr. 
Borke has denied it; and that denial was the* origin of Mr. 
Taine*s Book. Mr. Biirkfe denied positiVELT ANb in terms 
that France had any right to change her own Government^ and 
even took up die cudgels for all the defpots of Eiirope, who^ 
at the very time. Were levying a barb^ous, foandalous, and op- 
preffive war, to maintain the fame propofition by die (word* 

This work, brought forward again after a long filence, Mr. 
'Thomas Paikb, who was indeed a Republican beyond all 
queftion, but who had become fo in confequcnce of tim lame 
corrupt and fcandalous attempt to beat do#n by foiM the liber- 
ies of a nation ; he became a Republican in cohilequence of Ae 
firoilar and lamentable conteft between Great Britain tihA Ame- 
rica j and it is rather a curious citcumftance, that THid vEmY 
Mr. Burke, who confiders Mr. Paine as a man not to be ita- 
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foiled wids but ondy to beaniWered by crimiiial jaftke, tnd Who 
condemns as a traitor every man who attempts to name hkn^ 
BiMSKJcr exprefled his a^robation of the very fiune ielo£lniies 
puUiflied by Mr. Paine, when Mr. Burke himfeif was pleaifing 
the caufe of a nation determined to be free ; not the caufe of ^ 
foreign nation IMhicfa had always beeil independait» bat the caufe 
of colonial America, in open war and rebellion againft die 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. Mr. Paine, during 
the fame crifis, wrote his bode called Common Senfe, addrefied 
to the Americans in ar)ns againft England, exciting her to 
dirow off* the yoke of the mother Country, and to declare her 
independence. 

Gentlemen, from having defended Mr. Pttne upon his trial 
for writing his later work| which Mr. Tooke is accufed of 
having approved, I am, of courfe, intimately acquainted with 
its contents, and with thofe of his former writings, and I take 
iipon me to fay, that ev&ry offenfive topic againft M<»iardiy^ 
and all the principles of the kights of Man, now regarded with 
fuch horror, are fubftantialfy, and in many inftances altnoft 
verbatim, to be found in the former publication. 

When Mr. Paine wrote bis Common Senfe, ASts of Parli^^ 
inent had declared America to be in a ftate of rebellion^ and 
England was exertii^ every nerve to fubdue her; yet, at diat 
moment, Mr. Burke, not in his pfeuce in Pariiament, where his 
words are not to be queftioned, but in a pamphlet publicly 
circulated, fpeaks of this book. Common Senfe, by name, notices 
the jK>Werfid eSeA it had upon die mind of Ammca, in bring* 
ing them up to ^e^asuicipatlon, and acknowledges, that if the 
fa£H afllimed by the author wtre true, his reafonings were un« 
anfwerable. 

In the fame pamphlet, feverai parts of which I have ftated to 
die folder Jury, he dechredi that he ftlt every vi£U>ry obtained 
bf the King's amvi againft America as a blow upon his heart ; 
he difclaimed all triumph in the flaughter and captivity of names 
Whfeh had been famiHar to hitn from his infency ; and, with all 
the; J^lendour of his eloqmnce, expreflTed hit horror that thcgr 
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kid fallen under die hands of .ftnuigers> whofe barbarous appd^ 
lattons he fcarcely knew how to pronounce. 

Gendemen, I am not cenAirtng Mr. Bujrke for thefe things ; 
fj br from it, that they fandlify bis character with me, and cfer 
prevent me from approaching him but with refpeiS. But let u% 
at leaft, have equal juftice* Whilft thefe witings continuQ 
the objedl of admimtion, and. their author is held forth as the 
champion of our ConftiCution, let not Mr. Tooke fland a 
prifoner at the bar of the Old Bailey for having, in time of pro- 
found peace with France, and when ey.ery fpjeech from the Bri- 
ti(h Throne breathed nothing but its cpntinuance, expcefTed 
only the fame deteftation of the exertions of foreign defpotifin 
againft freedom, which the other did not icruple» in a fimilar 
caufe, and in the time of open war, to extend to the exertions of 
his Country. 

' To expofe further the extrems abfurdity of diis accuiation, if 
it be poffible further to expofe it, let me fuppofe that we were 
again at peace with France, wbilft the other nations who an; 
now our allies ihould continue to profecute the war ; — Woul4 
it then be criminal to congratulate France upon her fucceiTe^ 
agaiafl them ? When that time arrives, might I not honeftly 
wifb the triumph of. the French arms i and might I not lawfully 
expre& that wifh ? 1 know certainly that I might, and I know 

alfo that I would. »I obferye that thi^ fentimept feems a bold 

one ; but who is prepared to tell me I fhall not ? I wui. 
affert the freedom of an Er^lifhman^ I will maintain the dig* 
ttity of man i I v/iLh vindicate and glory in the principles which 
raifed this Country to her pre^^emin^snce aoKingft the nations of 
the earth; and as ihie ihone the. bright .ftar.of the. m<>rning, to 
flied the light of liberty upon nations which now eigoy it, fp 
«my fhe eontiniie in her radieni fpher<^ to revive the ancient 
privileges of. the world, which have been loft, and ftill. to bnzig 
them forward to tongues and people wbp have yet neye^jl^VQ 
^lem in the myfterious pr^^eflion of things : .. . :,j -a . 
' . It was ^be. denial of thefe Rj^ts of. ]Vle|i,.^ which £fg)i4w^? 
bad been the firft toaflei;^ that proy^Md Mu Paine. Ipf^qte ius 
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book upon die French Revolution, but wbich wns written when 
we were not only at ps:ace with France, but when fhe wa&holdT 
ing out the arms of friend/hip to embrace us. We have fub- 
poened the officer of the Houfe of Lords to attend with the cor- 
refpondence between Lord Grenvillc and Mr. Chauvelin, jongi 
long after that period, in which you will And an abfolute denial 
of enmity,' and profeilions of pe^ce and friendfhip, the fuicerity 
pf which declarations ,had been uniformly experienced by pur 
countrymen in France, who had been received with affe£iion, 
pordiality, and.refpe£l. I admit that the work of Paine contained 
?it the fame time ftrong and.coarfe refledlions againft the fyftem 
of the Britifli Government ; but Mr. Tooke not only difappror 
ved of thofe parts, of the book, but exprefled his difapprobation 
of them to the author ; he repeatedly argued with him the merits 
of our Government, and told, him plainly that he had disfigured 
his wotrk by the paffages which applied to England, and which 
were afterwards fele£ted for profecution. Is^t fair to pronounce 
then, againft the whole tenor of life and converfation, that Mr, 
Tooke approved of the deftruftlon of Monarchy, becaufe he pro- 
moted the circulation of a book, nine -tenths of which was wholly 
collateral to the fubjedl, and which contained important and 
valuable truths, confiftent with, and even tending to its pre- 
iervation* Only twelve pages of Mr. Paine's book were ever 
felfidted as inimical to the Conftitution, whilft above two hun- 
dred contain reflections which, if properly attended to, might 
fecure it from the very attack he makes upon it in the reft. 
Let usj try Mr. Burke's work by the fame teft. Though I 
have no doubt it was written with an honeft intention, yet it 
contains, in n^y mind^ a dangerous principle, deftru£tive of Bri- 
tifh liberty. — What then ? Ought I to feek its fuppreffion ? 
.Ought I to, pronounce him to be criminal who promotes its cir-. 
culation ? So far from it, that I (hall take care to put it into the 
hand$ of thofe whofe principles .are left to m^y formation.— I (hall 
take care that they have the ..advantage, of doing, in the regular 
progreffion of youthful ftudy^ what J hay^e. done even ,in thelhort 
intervals of laborious life; — that thfry fhall tranfcribe with their 
4»wn bands ftomall the works of this moft. extraordinary per fon, and 
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ff 6m the laft, amongft the reft, the foundeft tnidis of rdigiciiy 
tbc jufteft principles of morals, inculcated and rendered delight^ 
fill by the moft fublime doquenoe, the higheft readi of phflo* 
fopky brought down to the level of common minds, by die mot 
jcaptivating ^e, the moft enlightened obfervations on hiftory, 
and the moft copious colledion of uiefbl maadim, from die ex- 
perience of common life ; all diis they ihall do> and (epantefif 
them/ihes the good from the eVil^ taking the ode as £0* more diali 
k counterpoife to the other,' 

Gentlemen, Mr. Tooke had an additional and a gen e r o u s mo^ 
tiTC for appearing to be the fupporter of Mr. Palne^— Ac Con- 
fiitution was wounded through his fides--4 blufll, as a Briton, 
t)> TcccXlsSy diat a confptraey was formed amongft die faiglieft 
CKrders, to deprive this man of a Britiih trial : diia is the due CD 
Mr,.Tooke*s condud, and to which, if the^'eflkonldbctioodier 
vltnefi, I will ftep forward to ht examined-- >I afleit that theit 
was a confpiracy to (hut out Mr* P^ne fhxn the privikgecf 
beiiig defended ; he was to be deprived of Coiinfel } and I> who 
nowfpeak to you, was threatened with th^ ]q& of dKce, if I 
appeared as his advocatei-^rj was told, in pkdn tenns, that I 
muft not defend Mr, Paine — I did.de^d iufp, an4 1 4id loTemy 
c^ce. 

It was upon this occaflon that Mrt Tooke tntfiriered««cMr« 
Paine was not in circumlbmces to fapp6rt the expence of his 
trial, and Mr. Tooke be<:ame a fubferibet to his de(n|te^ though 
be dilFered firom him, as I have told you, in the ^plicftticm of 
his principles to the Britifh Government, and bad both pabHdjF 
and privately exprefled that diiitrence. That Mn Tookc*$ 
approbation of Mr. Paine*s work, and of die French ftcvrftt-f 
tion, were founded upon no di^uft to our own Conftitationi 
wias manifefted in the moft public manniH*, at die very SusA 
period. 

A meeting was heM at the Crown and AnthoT, mcft calkd by 
Mr* Tooke, but at which he was prefent, t& celebrate the iA 
anniverfary of the French Revolution, trtierc a iMAIc Lorf 
If Earl Stanhope) was inUie chair, and a motion was mtide •^Thtt 
'^ this meeting iati moft cordially rejt)iceiiithttfl(bd)Kfhfl^ 
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« afhd cbrtfirmation of Liberty in France, and fliat it behoWi, 
•* with peculiar fatisfadion^ the fentiments of amity and good 
^ will -which appear to pervade the people of that country to* 
^ wards this, efpecially at a time when it is the manifeft ihtereft** 
^as G4d inowi it is) * of both dates, that nothing (hould inter-* 
** irupt the harmony between thein, which is fo eflential to th6 
^ freedom ahd happinefs, not only of both nations, but of aH 
•* mankind/' Mr. Home Tooke — ^and I do not think, after I 
have read this, that I (hall be fuffered to go on making any morte 
remarks on this part of the fubjed', becaufe it is a key of the 
whole*-— Mr. Home Tooke begged that the Honourable Gentle»- 
fnan, who was tlie mover, would add to his motion fome quali- 
fying claufe, to guard againft mifunderftanding and mifreprefen^ 
tation ; th^ there was a very wide difference between England 
and France ; that iht ftate veflel of France had been not only 
tiempeft beaten, and (hattered^ but- abiolutely bulged ; Whereas, 
in England, we had a noble, ftately, and found vefTel, ikiliitg 
profperoufly upon the bofom of the ocean ; that it was true, after 
fo long a courfe, fhe might, upon examination, appear ibmewhat 
Ibul at At bottom, and require fome neceflary repairs, but that 
her main tiilibers were all found. — He therefore t^gretted, that 
tiiere Ihould be an addition to the motion, but that,' if that addi- 
tion was not made, he fhouU move it himfe]f-*^accordingly, he 
did iriave in puUic, ^ that Ms meeting feel equal fatisfa£Hon, 
" that the people of Engknd, by the virtudus exertixms of their 
« anceftors, kaVe not fohafda talk to perfonA 2t^ the French are 
^ engaged in, but have only to maintain and improve the Con- 
** ftitUtion wUtih Aeir anceftdts have tranfmitted to them***-*. 
When Mr. Tooke moved this amendment, he did it in tH£ 
FACE OF THfi WHOLE CoUntry, and publifhcd, of courfe, 
io d) tnankiitd^ liiofe opinions, which I will prove to have been 
uniformly his-»if indeed it is neceiTary to prove them, Whenthfe 
Attorney-General has been fo liberally wafting his ftrength in 
proving dicm, for the laft three days. Mr. Tooke, when ht 
propofed diis mc^ion, wasaifHng upon the ordinary principle of 
his life, whic^i^ for his own iatisfa£iion, rather than for yours,* I 
IHs^ pt^e from year to year. I uriU Cake him tip in the yeat 
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jySOj and bring him down to the very time when he comes to 
yoVLV bar, and fhew that he has ever been ftedfaft in favour of 
.the pure, uncorrupted Conftitudon of Great Britain, but a mor- 
tal enemjrto its abufes. 

This difporition is fo far from being datigerous to public tran* 
qoiUity, that it is its fureft and its beft fupport. Would you 
prevent the infection of French Government from reaching this 
Country, give to the People the pradlical bieffii^s of their own. 
It is impoilible to fubdue the human mind by making war againft 
4>pinions ; it may fucceed for a feafon, but the end thereof is 
death: Milton has truly faid, that a forbidden book is afpark of 
.truth that flies up in the fhce of him who feeks to tread it out; 
.and that a Goverrunent which feeks its (afety in the fuppreffioa 
p( the prefs by (anguinary penalties, is like the gentleman who 
heightened the wall of his park to keep out the crows — ^the 
Ituman mi^id ^9X\n(4 be imprifoned^ it i$ impaiEve and im- 
mortaL 

Reform^ therefor^ the abufes which obfcure the Qonftitution^ 
and I will anfwer for its fafety j^and, above all other things, let 
in&\ fuel and enjoy the impartial . protediion of mild and equsd 
]aws. Thanks be to God wc have lately £^k and enjoyed dtem 
in this place, and our Conftitutioa. (lands' the firmer from the 
event; whiift in other countries, ^ |he £3im& 'tiM^iient^ th^ 4cv* 
minion of perfecutioi) an4 terror has made r^y^tioa follow upojo. 
.revolution, and iill^ the earth with b^opd and deiolation, 

GentlemeUi I will now lay before you Mr. To*oke'^ polidod 
fentiraents, when they could not p^ffibly be written to ferve a 
.purpofe ; and Ihope his Lordfljip >will pennit Mr. GibbS'to read 
it, as my voice and ftrength begin to fail me. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, -What is it.:?- 

..Mr Erjkjru^ A piece of* evidence { h^v^-tQ offer; I am tzKH 
jnuch exhauft^ to read it,— , . . . 

Lord Chief Jufijc4 Eyre^ If yqu wifl^ to, refrefli yourfelf, fit 
down, we wil| wait patieiitly ; but we Ibpuld know what it . is. 

Mr.ErJk\njSi I have nearly finiflied. It is a letter \yritten to 
Lprd Afbburton, who fprn^erly, your Lordfljip k^ojws, yrasthe 
ctlebfated Mr, Dunning) who fvas, engaged in a.J^e^rui:.9f.P^*- 
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liametit; and'Mr. HorneTortke wrote this letfer to hrniy upbi\ 
the fubjed of Pdrliamenlafy Refdi'in, in the year 1782. 

[Aft, Glbb$ hire read the fallmving txtraB .• j 

« :By the vote of the Hoiift of* Cotimbiis, on Tuefday laft, 
** Parliament, it feems,* tfo not yet thinfc it neceflary to takernto 
** confideration^heftate- of' repreferitation in this Country. — 
^ However, my Lo^d, notwitJiffaitdiiig that vote,- I am ft ill 
** fanguine chough to believey * that" \ve are at! the^ eve of a 
•^ peaceful Revolution, more important than any Which has hap- 

* pened fince the fettlement of our Saxon anceftofs in this 
^ Country; and which will convey down to endlefs poftcHtyall 
** the bleffings of which jxJitical fociety is capable. ' ^ '* 

** My Lord, my expeftatknis are- greatly raifed, inftead of 

* being deprdTed, by the objcftions which were urged againft 
^ Mr. Pitt's motion. 

^ One gentleman fays, ' He canmt fee -any good purpofe the 
•* motion would anfwer : for. it would not ajjifl Government with 
*' a Jhip'^' a many or a guinea^ towards carrying on the war with 
^ vigour^ or towards ejlahlijhing that much wijhed-for 6hje£fj 
" peaoe^* ' • • : 

^ My Lord, I hope the meafiire'will be made to produce to 
" Government both Jhips^ and men^ znd guineas. For they 
^ would be very poor politicians, irtdeed, who could, not in one 

* meafare> comprehehd many piirpofes i • and ftiH poorer, who 

* ihould mifs the prefent opportunity of obtaining, by this one 
•* meafure of reform, every defirabhet^bjedl bf the 'ftate. 

" Another gentleman apprehends^ that ^ nothing lefs than giv-^ 
** ing every man in the- kingdom a vott^ would give univerfal 
^^ fatisfaaiori: * * 

" My Lordy Ttruji that there tire ver^ few perfons tn the 
^ kingdom who defire fo improper and-Smpra^ficabJe a nieafurei 
•* But^ if there were many^ the wifdom of Parliament would cor-^ 

* re£f their plan^ -and the corr^ed- would be well pleafed at the 
^ €orre£fion, ^ • • •. 

*^ My Lord, I fliall n6t wafte a- Wordto fhew the ncceffity of 
« a reform in the reprefentation of this Coiinfry. I ihall only 
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^ confuler the mode of Fefonni and en4caT6ur to fiiewtiiat it 
^ is not difficult tQ embrace every tntereft in d^ ftati^ and to 

* (atisfy well meaning men of every defcription. To this end I 
^ am compelled firft to remove the prejudices^ and^ indeed, Jti/t 
^ ohjUlionsy which fome perfens entertato lo all th« modes df re* 
^ form, which have hitherto been recommended* 

^* My virtuous and beftimable friend, Major Cartwright, is a 
^ zealous and ^ able advocate for iqtuil and unherfal repr^dsn-' 
^ tation ; that is, for an ^^107/ aqd uni%ferfal tbare of tvexy man 
** in the government. My Lordi I conceive his a,rgitment to be 
^ this: Every man has an equal right to freedom and &curity« No 
^ man can be free who has not a voice in the framii^ of dioTe laws^ 
*< by which he is to be governed. He who is not reprefented has^ 
^ not this voice ; therefore, every man has an equal right to repre« 
^ fentation, or to a ihare in die government. His final conclufioo 
^ is, that every man has a right to an equal (hare in reprefentationi 

^ Now, my Lord, I conceive die error to lie fbUJfy in die 
^ condufion. For there is a very great difierence betwoea 
^* hzving an equal right to ajbarsj and a right, to an €fd^lft>areM 
^ Aa eftate may be deviled by will among^ mgny perfoos in 
^ diiFerent proportions ; to one five pounds, to another five hun- 
^ dred, &c. each per(bn will haire aa equal right to his fliare ; but 
^ not a right to an equal (bare. 

^ This principle is fiurdie^ attempte4 to be enforced by an 
^ ajQertiant that * dieall of one man is as dear to him, as tlie all 
** of anodier man is to diat other.' But, my Lord, this maxim 
^ will not hold by ^ny means ; for a fmaU all is not, for very 
V good reafons, fo dear as a great alL A finall all ipay be loft^ 
^ and eafily regained \ it may very often, and with great wifiloni^ 
^ be rifqued for die chance of a greater; it maybe fo fmall, ae 
<* to. be little or not at all worth.defending or caring for* Ihit es 

* qui Tcmtm pirdidit. But a largi all can nevfr hg TtOFOirtd^ 
^ it has ban amajfing and accumulating^ pcrbapsy fro^ faibcp 
^ to fin fir many generations], or it has been the pr^duff ^ m 
^ Ung life of induftry and talents ; or the confiqueme effi/m 
^ circunfftance which will never return. But I ^un fure I need 
^ vol dwelt upon this, without placing th^ ^xtreiQC^ <^ fortune 
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^ in array againft each other ; every man whofe all has v*irieJ 
*' at difFerent periods of his life, can fpeak for himfelf, and fay 
*^ whether the dearnefs in which he held thefe different alls, was 
^ equal. The lowed order of men canfume th^ir all daily, as. 
•' faft as they acquire it. 

" My Lord, juftice and policy require that benefit and burthen, 
^ that the (bare of power and the fhare of fcontribution to that 
** power, fhoiiid be as nearly proportioned as poflible. If arifto- 
** cracy will ha,ve all power, they are tyrants and unjuft to the 
V people, becaufe ariftocracy alone does not bear the whole bur- 
^ then. If the foialleft individual of the people contends t<> 
** be equal in power to the greateft individual, he too is in his 
^ (urn unj uft in his demands ; for his burthen and contribution 
*.' are not equal. 

** Hitherto, my Lord, I have only argued againft i^^ equality i 
^ I {hall now venture to fpeak againft the umverfdlity of repre- 
** fentatipn, or of a fliare in the government; for the terms 
** amount to the fame. 

** Freedom and fecurity ought furely to be equal and univer* 
^ fal. But, my Lord, I am not at all backward to contend that 
*' fome of the members of a fociety may be frse and fecure^ 
" without having a fhare in the government. The happinefs 
*' and freedom, and fecurity of the whole, may even be ad- 
" vanced by the exclufton of fome, npt from freedom and fecu- 
^ rity, but from a fliare in the government." 

Mr^ Erjkine. Thefe are Mr. Tooke's fentiments, and they 
(peak for thenifelvcs, without any commentary. It is very for-t 
tur^te. for mew therefore, as well a3 for the unfortun^e gentle- 
Qian wb^ni I reprefent, that the fubje<9: of his defence is almofl 
exhaufted, becaufe I myfelf am entirely fo ; and ftirely that cir- 
^uipftahce muft prefent in the ftrongcft colours to men of your 
j[uftk:,e and difcernment| the fatal precedent of fucb a trial; fince 
even if I were capable of grafping in my mind more matter 
th^ the greateft reach of hun^an thought and memory could 
CQpnprehend, the bodily ftrepgth ^f the ftrongeft man would fink 
ujid^r ti[ie delivery. 

I have 
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I have been placed here, as you know, in a mofl: arduous ^ni 
anxious iituation for many days during the late trial ; I have 
had no opportunity of reft in the interval, but have been called 
inceflantly to the other labours of my profeflion, and am now 
brought back again to the ftake without the refrefliment "which 
nature requires, for .it muft be a difhoneft mind which could 
feel the tranquillity neceflary for its reception; I came into 
Court this morning perfeftly fubdued with fatigue and agita-' 
tton, and although I know the difpofltion of my honourable and 
learned friends to have left me at home, till the feafon arrived 
for the defcrtce of the prifoner ; yet amidft the chaos of matter 
which the fulfilment of their duty obliged them to lay before 
you, it was impoflible for them to know, within even hours, the 
time I fhould be wanted. I hope, however, that amidft all 
thefe prefTures, I have been able to lay before you fufficient 
information for the difcharge of your duty to the prifoner and 
to the public. The matter for your confideration is a mere 
matter of f^H—Has the prifoner at the bar confpired^ ivitb 
ethers^ to depofe the King^ and to fuhvert by force the Govern-' 
ment of the Kingdom, 

The fentiments of Mr. Tookc upon the fubje<5 of our ex- 
cellent Government, which my learned friend, Mr. Gibbs, has 
juft read to you, would in themfelves be fuiEcient to expofe the 
falfehood of the charge. The publication cannot be conHdered 
as a pretext, becaufe they have ever been uniformly fupported by 
his conduft. One of the moft honourable men in this Country 
now prefent, will prove to you that he acted upon thefe prin- 
ciples at the time he publifhed them, and offered all his influence 
and exertions to promote Mr. Pitt's plan, which was then in 
agitation, and I will lead him on in your View day by day fi-omi 
that period till within a fortnight of his apprehenfion (or this 
fuppofed Treafon. Mr* Francis, a moft honoursWe member of 
the Houfe of Commons, and one of the Society called die 
Friends of the People, having fuggeffed a plan for the reform 
of Parliament, which appeared to him to be' moderate and r^a* 
Ibnable, applied to Mr, Tooke, who was then fuppofed to be 

plottir^ 
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plotting the deftruSion of his Country, to give him his afliftance 
upon it. Mr. Tooke's anfwer was this — ^^ One fifth, or one 
" tenth, nay one twentieth part of what you are aflcing will be 
" a fcJid benefit, and I will give it my fupport.'* Mr. Francis 
will tell you this upon his oath, and he will add what he has 
told me repeatedly in private, that he grew in his efteem from 
the candid and explicit manner in which he made this declara* 
tion. Mr. Sharpe has alfo proved that at the very time when 
all this fcene of guilt is imputed, Mr. Tooke was uniformly 
maintaining the fame fentiments in the moft unrefervcd confi- 
dence of private friendfliip. And I can go on calling witneft 
after witnefs throughout the wide extended circle of all who 
have ever known him, that a firm and zealous attachment to 
the Britifh Government, in its uncorrupted Jlate^ has been the 
uniform and zealous tenor of his opinions and condu£l \ yet in 
the teeth of this evidence of a whole life, you are called upon, 
on your oaths, to ihed his blood, by the verdi£l you are to give 
in this place. 

Gentlemen, I cannot conclude without obferving that the 
conduA of this abufed and unfortunate gentleman, throughout 
the whole of the trial, has certainly entitled him to admiration 
and refpeft ; I had undoubtedly prepared myfelf to condu(% his 
caufe in a manner totally different from that which I have pur« 
fued ; it was my purpofe to have felefted thofe parts of the evi- 
dence only by which he was affected, and by a minute attention 
to the particular entries, tQ have feparated him from the reft» 
By fuch a courfe I could have fteered his veiTel fafely out of 
the ftorm, and brought her, without damage, into a harbour 
of fafety, whilft the other unfortunate prifoners were left to 
ride out this awful tempeft. But he infifted on holding out ^ 
rope to fave the innocent from danger— ^he would not f^fFer his 
defence to be put upon the footing which difcretion would 
have fuggefted. On the contrary, though not implicated him^ 
felf in the alledged confpiracy, he has charged me to wafte and 
deftroy my ftrength to prove that no fuch gi^ilt can be brought 
home to others. I rejoice in having been niade the humble Iiit 
Vot, I. G g ftri^ment 
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ftrument of la much geod-*my heart was never lb much in t 
caufe. 

You may fee that I am tearing i^yfelf to pieces by exertions 
beyond my powers^^I have neither voice nor ftrength to pro* 
ceed furtber^-^I do not, indeed, delire to conci^ate your favour, 
nor to captivate your judgments by elocution in the clofe of my 
difcourfet But I conclude this caufe, as I concluded the fonnep 
by imploring that you may be enlightened by that power whicb 
can alone unerringly dired the human mind in the purfuit of 
Truth and Juftice* 



[Jt being n9W near JNtne o*Oock at Nighty the Court edjotfrmd 
to To-morretv Mornings Nine o'Qo^k.J 
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SESSION HOUSE,. IN THE OLD BAILEY, 

Tburfitty, Nmembertbt notb. 

PRESENTt ' 

Lord Chief Jaftice EYRE ; 

■ Lord Chief Baron MACDONALDj 

Mr, Baron HOTHAMj 

Mr. Juftke GROSE; , 

Mr. J«ftice LAWRENCE ; 

And others, his Majefty*s Juftices, &c. 

yohn Hsrne Tooiefet to the bar. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENDANT. 

Major Cartwrigbtj (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Erjkine. 

^ ARE )K>u a member of the Coaftitutional Sociesty^ whofe 
proceedings have been examined in this^ Court ? 

J. Of the Society for Coailitiitional Information, I ain« 

j^. How long have yoa been a m/emher of that Society } 

jf. From its firft inftitutioru 

^ By whom was that Society inftituted f 

jf. I think Dodor BrockeUby wa3 oae of the firft m«mber$| 
the late Do£|or Jebb was aijiother^ Mr« Capel Lo& was an&thert 

^ Was ymi one i 

4* I was onc:« 

^. What were the objeSs erf the aflociation? 

A* They propofed to give ^ the public, Conftituttonal Infor<t 
fnation, as expreiTed in the original title of the Society, and of 
which the members who compofed it thought the: public wer« 
very muph in iieed^ 

' G%% Mr, 
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Mr. Tooki. yty Lord Chief Juftice, I hope I am not dif- 
ordecly, and I hope the motive of my application to you will 
not be mlftakcn. I had prepared a very great body of evidence 
before I knew the courfe which this profecution might take. I 
am not defirous to introduce before this Court, and confequent- 
ly before the nation, a great deal of evidence, which I originally 
thought might poffibly be neceflary for my defence. If the Court, 
the Profecutor, and the Jury, fhould think itnot neceflary forme 
to go on with that body of evidence which I meant to produce, 
I fhall then be very well contented not to produce it, having no 
other motive whatever, than to appear to do that which is barely 
iiecejQary in my own defence, and anxioufly wifhing that inftead 
of lofmg myfelf in the opinion of others, or appearing to do 
from any motive that which is not neceflary, I may con- 
fine myfelf merely and barely to that which I ought* I hope 
your Lordfhip will not mifunderftand me, I cannot fpeak mow 
fully with propriety, but if the Court, the Profecutor* and the 
Jury, do not think it abfolutely neceflary that I fhould go into 
the evidence, I am very willing to relinquifh it ; and beg I may 
go into the evidence by the direftion of your Lordfhip. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. It doe§ not appear to me, Mr, 
Tooke, that it is poffible for the Court to fay one word upon 
that fubjedl : all that the Court can do is, when you dter i 
head of evidence to fay, whether in their judgment that head of 
evidence is competent to the prefent enquiry. If the profecutor 
thinks fit to fay any thing to you upon the fubjeft, that is quite 
another confideration, but the Court certainly cannot take upon 
itfelf to give any intimation or dire£);ion in any refpeft ; few: my- 
felf, individually, I have no wifh to narrow the grounds of your 
defence in any maimer, I fhall wifh that you may lay it before 
the Jury, in the fullefl manner, as for as the rules of law and of 
evidence will permit^ you to do it, and I fhall think no time mif< 
fpent in hearing it. 

Mr. Tooke. I am perfecSHy aware, and do not mean, I know 
if I did mean, I fhould not be permitted to bring /incompetent 

evidence \ but I could do no otherwife than, addrefs myfelf to 

the 
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tHe Court, perfe£Hy fatisfied with your Lordihip'is anfwer ; but 
my addrefs is, in fail, to the profecutor, though I apply to your 
Lordfhip, 

Mr. Jttormy GeneraL That addrefs being made to me I 
think it my duty to Mr. Tooke, to inform him, that I fpeak at. 
prefent under an impreffion, that when the cafe, on the part of 
the profecutor, is underftood, it has received as yet, in the open- 
ing of his Counfel, no anfwer; and I, therefore, defire that 
Mr. Tooke will underftand me as meaning to ftate to the Jury, 
that I have proved the cafe upon the indiftment. 

Mr. Erjkine. Then we will go into the whole cafe. Major 
Cartwright, What were the objefts of that AfFociation, that 
you were proceeding to ftate ? 

A. The objefis of that Society were fimply to give Conftitu- 
tional Information to the public, particularly, and exprefsly, for 
the purpofe of promoting a Parliamentary Reform for the reco- 
very of their loft rights. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre* I am forry to diftrefs Major Cart- 
wright, but I do not hear one word. 

Major Cartwright I was afked the objefts of that Society,^ 
they were (imply, as far as I know, to communicate Conftitu- 
tiongl Information to the public, and particularly to promote a 
recovery of what they thought loft rights, particularly meaning 
the right of reprefentation in the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Erjkine. Having ftated this to have been the original 
objeft, and you remaining, to this hour, a member of that 
Society— did the Society ever, to your knowledge, change thefe 
objefts ? 

jf. I never entertained fuch an idea. 

^ If there had been any deviation in the Society, from, Its 
original objefts, was your attendance upon it fuch as that you* 
conceive you muft have known it ? 

J. For the laft two years it has fcarcely been in my power 
to attend at all ; but I was many years in the habit of attending 
that Society, and never did perceive any indication whatever of 
changing its objeft, or acting upon any other principle than that 
upon which it fct out. 

, G g 3 .^ Did 
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j^ Did the Society, In purfutng thofe objects which you hxt€ 
Sated to have exifted, adopt any plan or any models that had been 
jfet by other perfons ? 

A, In the out-fet of that Socictyy I believe the general ienti- 
ment erf" the members was in favour of Univerfel Suffrage, and 
Annual Parliaments — ^that Society was inftituted before the Duke 
of Richmond brought his bill into Parliament^ and beibre bis 
publication of his letter to Colonel Sharman ^ the Dake'is con-- 
duct, upon thefe two oceafions, met with the concurrence and 
approbation of that Society^ 

^- Was the Duke of Richmond's letter to Colonel Sharman^ 
circulated among the membei*s of that Society*? 

A, Yes,^ 

j^. And did the Duke's plan> as ftated in that letter, receive 
your approbation ? 

A, That is a fe£l: I cannot pofitively (peak tOy becaufe I do nor 
recolleft the particular circumftance^ when the Duke's plan was 
fo communicated, but I have no doubt at all that every member 
in that Society, who was in the habk of attending, or who con- 
cerned himfelf at all about the ofejeflbs of #hat Society, did per- 
feftly well know the nature of the plan of the Duke of Ridi- 
fiiond's bill, as weU as of his letter to Colonel Sharman. 

^. Do you remember the letter to Colonel Sharman ? 

A. I have read it formerly — I prefmne the letter krought here 
is an authentic copy of it. 

Mr, Erjkine. It has been proved upon both cafe, and has 
been authenticated upon oath here by the Duke of Rkhmond. 

A, RefpeiSing the Duke of Richmond's plan, as contained in 
the bill he brought into Parliament,, and in his letter to ColoneJ 
Sharman, I can fpeak from a particular knowledge of myftify 
and othej gentlemen,, acting upon thofe principles, becaufe I had » 
the honour of many converfations with the Duke of Richmond 
upon the fubjeft, l>oth before and after he brought in his bill, 
and wrote Aat letter. 

^. You being a member of this .Society for Conftitutionaf 
Information,^ and continuing to be fo after the Duke's applica- 
tion to Pailiament,. and after the publication of his plan, did yoy. 

continue 
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^ Continue affiicuitecl to carry that plan, as far as you could do it 
into execution — I a(k as| far as related to yourfelf, and your own 
opinions ? 

Ai I continued, and I believe that the Society itfelf continued 
to a<^ ; I cannot pretend to fay, that the fble objed of the So« 
ciety was to a6l folely and precifely upon the Duke of Rich-« 
ihond's plani but their great obje£k Was a radical eflential 
Reform in the Houfe of Commons. There was a confiderable 
diverfity of opinions in that Society Upon the precife plan that 
ought to be adopted, or that was moft likely to fucceed^ fome 
thought Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, ioA true 
principles of the Conilitution : I was one of that number, and 
am of that number ftill ^ but, at the fame time, I fpeak for my-« 
fdlf and .other gentlemen, for whofe fentiments I. can anfwer, 
that the Society for Conftitutional Information would have 
thought themfelves, and their Country, very happy, if a Reform, 
\^v/ confiderably (hort of that which they conceived the rule 
of perfe£^ion, could have been obtained* 

^ Would you have remained, and would you ftand up before 
me now remaining a memb^ of that Society, if, from all you 
know of it^ all you have feen^ all you have heard, all you have 
obferved, you had had reafon to believe, or to fufpefi:, that they 
meant to fubvert the Govemmenty and to deftroy die office, and 
title of the King \ 

A* I would have remained in that Society, let their objects be 
what they might, but it would have been in order to have 
removed men who had fuch objeds« 

^. Did y^)u ever hear any perfon in that Society, propofo to 
bring any fuch m^er to pa&? 

A. Never. 

^. Until d)e apprehenfion of the unfortunate perfons, whofe 
trials bring us into this place> had you ever heard of any fuch 
difpofidon in this Society ? 

A. Never in the fmaileft particular. 

^. Did ever any man in that Society make a motion or pro- 
pofition, or in difcourfe fignify an opinion of that deteftable 

G g 4 nature^ 
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lUture, to deftroy^ by force^ the Goveroment, and Law of dii^ 
Country? 

A Certainly not. 

• Mr. Erjkine, I beg your pardon for aflcing you tfaefe quef* 
trons, becaufe you ieem to ftare at me, and I do not won- 

der " 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Aik your queftions widiout thefe 
obfcTvattons. 

Mr* Attorney General. I did defire that as the priibner and 
Counfel were fitting there, that the witnefs might be fomewfaere 
dfe, and then that difficulty about flaring might be removed. 

* Lord Chief Juftice Eyre* The queftions ought to be put 
without diefe obfervations. 

Afr. TooJte, The priibner 's back was turned to the witnefe^ I 
have not looked in his face. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. It was not addrefled to you. 

Mr. Erjkine. I will put the queftion again, without any pe- 
riphraies, that it may be underftood.— Did you ever, in all your 
attendance upon that Society, hear any formal motion made, or 
even any difcourie uttered, that went to any of the objeds 
charged upon this indifhnent ? 

A. Certainly not. 

^ Having afked you concerning the general objeAs of the 
Conftitutional Society, and you having told die Court that the 
particular members of that Society had (hades of difierences in 
opinion concerning the beft mode to be adopted, ! would a(k 
whether you know the gentleman at the bar, Mr. Tooke ? 
V A. I have known Mr, Tooke about fixteen years. 

^ Has your knowledge of him been of an intiqaate fort ? 

A, Very intimate. 

J^. Has your knowledge of him been of fo intimate a (brt as 
that, knowing him in private life, and being alio a member of 
the iame Society, you can inform the Court i^rfiat were his 
principles and opinions as regarding this queftion \ 

A. Mr. Tooke always appeared to me, both in his public 
condudi and in his private converfations, to be a fteady, firm, 
ipfloiibJe friend to a Reform in the Houfe of Commons. 

^. Was 
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^. Was the Reform that he was the firtn^ fteady^ and inflex^^ 
ibie friend ofj upon the plan which you hold in your hand, or 
any plan of a different nature^ fhort of that I 

A I do not know that Mr. Tooke had any particular ol> — 
je£lion$ to this ptian, but I know that it did not concur with hir^ 
particular opinions. 

i^ Have you ever argued that matter with him, and foutxcS 
that dIfFerence of opinion in him ? 
. yf. I have. 

^ Did you find Mr. Tooke in any part of his public conr— 
dud, or in the courfe of that long intimacy which has fubfifter<I 
between you, a man floating between different opinions, taking- 
up one opinion one day and another on another, or did he appear 
to you to be fteady to one particular opinion ? 

jf. Of all men 1 ever knew, Mr. Tooke appeared to me to 
be the fteadiefl and moil invariable in his opinions from the 
time that I have known him, becaufe I believe that they were 
formed prior . to that period, and his good fenfe never gave him 
occaiion to alter them. 

^ In the long courfe of the intimacy that you have before 
ftated, and your acquaintance with Mr. Tooke's conduft in 
public, did you ever hear any thing fall from him difrefpe£):ful to 
the office of royalty in this Country ? 

j/. Quite the reverie; in converfing with Mr. Tooke upon 
fubje&s of that kind, at times, when other opinions were put 
abroad, I have always heard him maintain that the regal and the 
ariftocratical branches of the Conftitution of this Country were 
good and excellent in themfelves, and that if a Reform in the 
other branch of the Conftitution, meaning the Houfe of Com- 
mons, could b^e obtained, that our Conftitution then, in his 
opinion, would be the moft. perfect of any upon earth. I am 
not repeating Mr. Tooke's words, becaufe I have not a memory 
fiifficient for that purpofe, but I remember that was always the 
imprefSon made upon my mind from his converfation, 

J^ Then I underftand you not to be ftating what Mr. Tooke 
has faid upon, any one particular occaiion, but that this is the 

refult 
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ttMt <3( alt that your memory furnifhes yoa with from his con* 
▼ciGitiofi ? 

jf. Yes, for iixteen years paft invariably. 

^. How lately have you feen Mr. Tooke before he Was in 
the Tower, when of courfe you could not fee him widiout an 
order? 

jf . I do not think I have feen him finoe the fpring Ib die year 
1792. 

^ Did you in die fpring of 1792 find any variation^ <* tcn^ 
dency to a variation^ in diofe opinions, iK^iich he had fo long 
inflexibly purfued ? 

A Not the leaft ; I Can recolle^^ a cdnveriation, I belicvd 
two or diree times repeated, at differeiit times, i/^ich made an 
impreffion upon my mind from a fort of illuftradcm that Mr« 
Tooke made ufe of, in order to (hew that his objedls did not go 
die fame lengths as thofe of Mr. Paine and others, perfons who 
had fpeculated upon Government i I remember particularly hit 
illuftrating it by fpeaking of perfons travelling in a ftage-coadi 
together : he iaid, men may get into the brUc ftage-coach widt 
an intention of travelling to a certain diftance ; one man choofes 
to get out at one ftage, another at another ; fome men may want 
ibmething more-^ Reform in the Houfe of Commons is what 
I want. And^ ftill purfuing his fimile of die ftage^coach, he 
faid — When I find myfelf at Hounflow I get our, diofe diat 
want to go further may go to Windibr, or where diey like; 
but when I get to Hounflow (applying it to the Houfe of 
Commons )j there I get out, no further will I go, by Goi 

^ A letter has been read in evidence here from the Society 
for Conftitutbnal Information, of which you then waSy and fliU 
are, a member, to the Society of gentlemen called the Friends 
of the People, in Frith Street, which has been attributed here 
to Mr. Borne Tooke, by the Counfel for the Crowns be fo good 
as to fay who wrote that letter, becaufe your Society is not a 
corporation ? 

jf. Not Mr. Tooke; that I can fay of my owa perfonal 
knowledge, a knowledge which cannot deceive me* 

3 L^rd 
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Zord Chief Jujtict Eyn. I take that to be the fetter which 
produced the anfwcr from the Society of Ac Friends of the 
People, declining the intercourfe, 

Mr. Erjkine, Juft fo, dated Free Mafons Tavern, imnie>-# 
diately upon the inilitution of die Society called the Friends 
the People; will you juft caft your eye orer that letter i 

A, I have read this letter in the Report of the Secret Coi 
mittcc of the Houfe of Commons, I believe it i« a true copy 
the originaU 

^. How came )rou to be fo well acquainted with that lette: 

A, I was in the chair at the time that it was fent, and I 
the peribn who fubfcribed it as chairman, 

^. And you confented to the fending of it ? 

A. I did. 

^. What was the objeil of fending it — ^I mean from what 
pafied in the Society at the time it was fent I 

A. It had been a conftant obferyation in Ae Society for Con- 
ftitutiona! Information, that gentlemen in oppofition to Govern^ 
ment, in the Houfes of Parliament,- very frequently made great 
profeffions of patriotifm, but did not always^ when their own 
turn was ferved, a<2 up to the (ame principles^ that letter was 
written as a ferious^ frien(9y, folemn warning to diat new 
Society, which was compoied in a confideraMe d^ree of mem* 
bers of Parliament. 

J^. A warning of what fort-*for what purpde ? 

A, To guard them againft a departure from thofe principles 
which they once profefled friendly to the Conftitution* 

^ Was that a general obfervation of the Society at Ae time 
Ihey fent the letter, br had it an application to any particular 
thing which either had happened, or, in their conception, might 
happen \ 

A, I conceive it w^s not meant to convey any peribnal re- 
flexion, as applied to particular gentlemen, at that time, but 
only as the refult of thofe obfervations that they had been in 
the habit of making; that fuch had been the practice, too 
yjBrequently, of gentlemen-in oppofition. 
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^ I underftand you dien to (ay^ that it was not meant as i 
reflen^on upon any particular«nian, or number of men, but in 
confequence of die obfervations and refl&^'ons of die Socictj 
upon that fubjed i - 

^ Juft fo. 

J^ Was that letter then, by the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, fent to the Friends of the People, meant to convey 
a determination of theirs to purfue more than a Parliamentary 
Reform in the Houfe of Commons ? 

j£ The letter I (hould imagine will explain that. 

^ There have been different conftrudlions put upon it; I 
want to know what pafled at the time it was fent — ^What was 
the objeft of the Society that fent it ? 

A. Certainly not meaning any thing but a Reform in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

j^. At the time that this letter was fent, either upon the day it 
was fent or before the day it was fent, or at any time before it was 
fent, had any thing been ftarted, in die Society that fent it, 
drawing towards any further Reform than a Reform in the Houfe 
of Commons ? 

jf. No fuch thing : I only fpeak of my own knowledge, when 
I happened to be there : nor did I ever hear that any fuch thing 
had ever happened* 

^ Was you a member of this new Society of the Friends 
of the People at the time that that letter was fent ? 

jf. I was. 

i^ So then, if I underftand you right, you was the chairman 
in the Conftitutional Society who figned that letter, which was 
written in fa£l to yourfelf, and to others, in the character of the 
Friends of the People ? 

J. Yes. 

J^. Then did you mean, or did the Society mean, to your 
knowledge, to fignify to the Friends of the People, of which 
you were one, that you meant to do fomething different from 
yourfelf in another place ? 

J. Cer. 
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A. Certainly not. 

- ^ That leJtter was received by the Society of the Friends 
of the People ; after it was received, and after the anfwer wasfent, 
did you continue to be a member of the Society of the Friends 
of the People ? 

A, I did, and am how. 

^. Did the Society of the, Friends of the People, know, and ' 
do they now know, that you, who are a member of their So- 
ciety, was a member of the other Society, and ftill continue to 
J)efo,? 

- A, They could not but know it, as I had ligned that letter 
as chairman of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 

^. Do you know who wrote the anfwer to the letter whkb 4s 
figned by Lord John Ruflel ? 

A* I do not. 

J^. Are there any other members of the Conftitutional So-t 
ciety that were at that time in the fame predicament with your- 
felf, members of both Societies ? 

A. I cannot call to mind any juft at this moment? 

j^. Was Doftor Towers one ? 

A^ Yes, he was one. 
. ^, Is not Do£lor Towers now a member of the Conilitu- 
tional Society ? 

A. Not having attended of late I cannot anfwer that 

^. Upon the whole, am I to underftand that until this which 
brings us into this place, the apprehehfion of the prifoner, that 
you ijieither faw nor heard any thing in this Society which Jed 
yoi| tQ bc^ieye that any defign agaidft the Conftitution was in 
agitation? 

. A, So far frpin a d«fign againft the Conftitution, the very 
objeft of the Society was to fupport the Conftitution, and to 
reftore it to its true principles. 

^ Did you ever bear — I do not fpeak of a formal propofi- 
tion — but did you ever hear gny moving towards force of arm$ 
pr violence ? . 

A. No, 

i^ Have 
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J^« Hare you any reafon to believe, from any tfiing yoji ever 
heard, ikw^ or knew, that there was any ftich matter in agita- 
ticm? 

^ I have not» 

Afajcr Cartwright^ 
Examined by Mr^ Tooke^ 

^ Do you recoiled who had die title of Father and Founder 
of the Conftitutional Society ? 

A. The Society did me the honour to call me their foundtf) 
dkough odier gentlemen were originally concerned in its infti- 
tution widi myiel£ 

^ Was you acquainted with me at Ac time of the formation 
of that Society ? 

^. I am pretty fure not ; I think our acquaintance commenced 
afterwardt* 

^ Do you lecoUed that I was at any time, or profefied tny*' 
felf to be, a friend and favourer of the Icheme of Univef&l 
Suffrage ? 

jf. Certainly not* 

^ Do you recoiled that I ever difputed wt& you Aat which 
you riiought an axiom, and the ground of- all your reafisms, (or 
Univerfal Suffrage? 

Alio. 

^ From whataudior was your propofition taken up<»i which 
you grounded your plan ? 

A The author which Mr. Tooke referred to, as {nppdkngl 
iiitn buUt upon, was Locke; and I recoiled bis obferving that 
ii?hen I came to examine the pofition of Locke upon that fob- 
jed-^I tHink he canted it his dogma, if I am not miftaken— 
that it would not bear me oiit tx> the concliiiions tl»t I drew 
from it* 

j^. W» I prtTumptuons enough tp think |;hat Locke himfelf, 
in his principle, was not fafe ? 

A From the tenor of Mr. Tooke's converfetion, he appeared 
%Q me tp co^eive tlia^ Air, Locke ym miftaken, suid that I 
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was miftaken. I did not go fo far into the diicuffion of the ful>jeA 
with Mr. Tooke as I wiihed to do ; l)ut I waved it that time, 
as I did not feel myfelf fufficiently prepared to diicufs fo nice x 
queftlon with fo^able a man as Mr. Tooke; therefore I wi(hed 
to take further time for confideration before I renewed the con-^ 
yerfation with him, which I meant to do, but it bi happexied that 
I never did. 

2^. Do you recolleft what that propofition wa^'^^was it this, 
^at every man has a right to a fliare in the Government \ 

A. Yes, 

J^. That was the propofition denied by me ? 

A. I do not recollect whether it was expreffed in the worda 
you npw ufe, but the fubftance of it was as you now ftate* . 

^ If you think there is any danger, in thefe times, in an* 
fwering the queftion I am going to put, you will decline 
it — Do you recollecS: publilhing an engraving with numberlefs 
writings round it, tending to prove thefe propofitions, of Uni- 
verfal Suffrage, and the right of every man to a fhare in th^ 
Government ? 

A. Perfeaiy. 

J^. Do you recoUeS whether, difputing the principle, I did or 
did not fubfcribe^ and what, to that engraving ? 

A, There was fome converfation pafTed upon Ae fubjed; 
my recoUedion is fo faint that I cannot pretend to give an 
anfwer to fay what. 

^j From any converfations, between you and myfelf, can 
you, or can you not, draw any concluiions of my opinions of 
Mr. Paipe and his writings I 

A. \ drew coitclufions, in my own mind, from converfation^ 
that Mr. Tooke and I had upon Mr* Paine's writings. 

^. What werethofe conclufions? 

A. That Mr- Tooke by no means approved of a great part 
of Mr. Paine's lyritings ; but that he thought other parts of his 
writings would be very beneficial, not only to this nation, but tq 
pthers. 

,^l^id you thc^ think that I approved. of Mr. Locke's wri- 
ting's? 

A. Only 



